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Matthew

Matthew

Chapter 1
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ
son of David son of Abraham. 2 Abra-
ham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father
of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was
the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the fa-
ther of Amminadab, Amminadab the fa-
ther of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father
of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of
Boaz by Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was
the father of David the king,

David the father of Solomon by the wife
of Uriah. 7 Solomon was the father of Re-
hoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the
father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the fa-
ther of Joram, and Joram an ancestor of
Uzziah. 9 Uzziahwas the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the fa-
ther of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the fa-
ther of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of
Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah. 11

Josiah was an ancestor of Jechoniah and
his brothers at the time of the deportation
to Babylon.
12 After the deportation to Babylon, Jecho-
niah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel
was an ancestor of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerub-
babel was the father of Abiud, Abiud the
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father
of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father
of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob
was the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is

called Christ. 17 All the generations from
Abraham to David were fourteen gener-
ations, from David to the deportation to
Babylon fourteen generations, and from
the deportation to Babylon to the Christ
fourteen generations.
18 The birth of Jesus Christ happened in
the following way. His mother, Mary, was
engaged to marry Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be preg-
nant by the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband,
Joseph, was a righteous man, and he did
not want to disgrace her publicly. So he
decided to secretly end his engagement
with her. 20 As he thought about these
things, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, ”Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, because the one who is conceived
in her is conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21

She will give birth to a son, and you will
call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22 All this hap-
pened to fulfill what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying,

23 ”Behold, the virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son,

and they will call his name
Immanuel”—

which means, “God with us.” 24 Joseph
woke up from his sleep and did as the an-
gel of the Lord commanded him and he
took her as his wife. 25 But he did not have
sexual relations with her until she gave
birth to a son. Then he called his name
Jesus.

Chapter 2
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king,
learned men from the east arrived in
Jerusalem saying, 2 “Where is he who was
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born King of the Jews? We saw his star
in the east and have come to worship
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him. 4 Herod brought together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, and
he asked them, “Where is the Christ to be
born?” 5 They said to him, ”In Bethlehem
of Judea, for this is what was written by
the prophet,

6 ’But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah,

are not the least among the leaders of
Judah,

for from you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called the learned
men to ask them exactly what time the
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Beth-
lehem, saying, “Go and search carefully
for the young child. When youhave found
him, bring me word, so that I also may
come and worship him.” 9 After they
had heard the king, they went on their
way, and the star that they had seen in the
east went before them until it came and
stood still overwhere the young childwas.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with very great joy. 11 They went into
the house and saw the young child with
Mary his mother. They bowed down and
worshiped him. They opened their trea-
sures and offered him gifts of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh. 12 God warned them
in a dream not to return to Herod, so they
departed to their own country by another
way.
13 After they had departed, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the young child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt. Remain there
until I tell you, for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him.” 14 That night
Joseph rose and took the young child and

his mother and departed into Egypt. 15 He
remained there until the death of Herod.
This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have
called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had
been mocked by the learned men, was
very angry. He sent and killed all themale
children thatwere in Bethlehemand in all
that region who were two years old and
under, according to the time that he had
determined exactly from the learnedmen.
17 Then was fulfilled what had been spo-
ken through Jeremiah the prophet,

18 ”A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

and she refused to be comforted, be-
cause they were no more.”
19 When Herod died, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up and take the
child and his mother and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the child’s
life are dead.” 21 Joseph rose, took the
child and his mother, and came into the
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard
that Archelaus was reigning over Judea
in the place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. After God warned
him in a dream, he left for the region of
Galilee 23 and went and lived in a city
called Nazareth. This fulfilled what had
been spoken through the prophets, that he
would be called a Nazarene.

Chapter 3
1 In those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the wilderness of Judea say-
ing, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is near.” 3 For this is he who was spoken
of by Isaiah the prophet, saying,
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”The voice of one calling out in the
wilderness,

’Make ready the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.’”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair
and a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then
Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region
around the Jordan River went out to him.
6 Theywere baptized by him in the Jordan
River, as they confessed their sins. 7 But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to him for baptism, he
said to them, ”You offspring of poisonous
snakes, who warned you to flee from the
wrath that is coming? 8 Bear fruit wor-
thy of repentance. 9 Do not think of say-
ing among yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
for our father.’ For I say to you that God
is able to raise up children for Abraham
even out of these stones. 10 Already the
ax has been placed against the root of the
trees. So every tree that does not produce
good fruit is chopped down and thrown
into the fire. 11 I baptize you with water
for repentance. But he who comes after
me ismightier than I, and I am not worthy
even to carry his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12

His winnowing fork is in his hand to thor-
oughly clear off his threshing floor and to
gather his wheat into the storehouse. But
hewill burn up the chaff with fire that can
never be put out.”
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jor-
dan River to be baptized by John. 14 But
John kept trying to stop him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” 15 Jesus responded and said
to him, “Permit it now, for it is right for
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John
permitted him. 16 After he was baptized,
Jesus came up immediately from the wa-
ter, and behold, the heavens were opened
to him. He saw the Spirit of God coming

down like a dove and resting upon him. 17
Behold, a voice came out of the heavens
saying, “This is my beloved Son. I am very
pleased with him.”

Chapter 4
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2 When he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become
bread.” 4 But Jesus answered and said
to him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live
on bread alone, but by every word that
comes out of the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then
the devil took him into the holy city and
set him on the highest point of the temple
building, 6 and said to him, ”If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels to take
care of you,’

and,

’They will lift you up in their hands,

so that youwill not hit your foot against
a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,
‘You must not test the Lord your God.’ ”
8 Again, the devil took him up to a high
place and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world along with all their splendor. 9

He said to him, “All these things I will give
you, if you bow down and worship me.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, ”Go away from
here, Satan! For it is written,

’You will worship the Lord your God,

and you will serve only him.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, an-
gels came and served him.
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12 Now when Jesus heard that John had
been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.
13 He left Nazareth and went and lived in
Capernaum, which is by the Sea of Galilee,
in the territories of Zebulun and Naphtali.
14 This happened to fulfill what was said
by Isaiah the prophet,

15 ”The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali,

toward the sea, beyond the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles!
16 The people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,

and to those who sat in the region and
shadow of death,

upon them has a light arisen.”
17 From that time Jesus began to preach
and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” 18 As he was
walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea, for they were fishermen. 19 Jesus
said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately
they left the nets and followed him. 21 As
Jesus was going on from there he saw two
other brothers, James son of Zebedee, and
John his brother. They were in the boat
with Zebedee their father mending their
nets. He called them, 22 and they imme-
diately left the boat and their father and
followed him.
23 Jesus went about in all of Galilee, teach-
ing in their synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every
kind of disease and sickness among the
people. 24 The news about him went out
into all of Syria, and the people brought to
him all those who were sick, ill with var-
ious diseases and pains, those possessed
by demons, and the epileptic and para-
lytic. Jesus healed them. 25 Large crowds

followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis,
Jerusalem, and Judea, and from beyond
the Jordan.

Chapter 5
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up
on the mountain. When he had sat down,
his disciples came to him. 2 He opened his
mouth and taught them, saying,

3 ”Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,

for they will obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who have been per-

secuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when people insult you
and persecute you, and say all kinds of
evil things against you falsely for my sake.
12 Rejoice and be very glad, for great is
your reward in heaven. For in this way
people persecuted the prophets who lived
before you.
13 You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt has lost its taste, how can it be made
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salty again? It is never again good for any-
thing except to be thrown out and tram-
pled under people’s feet. 14 You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill can-
not be hidden. 15Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but rather
on the lampstand, and it shines for every-
one in the house. 16 Let your light shine
before people in such a way that they see
your good deeds and praise your Father
who is in heaven.

17 Do not think that I have come to destroy
the law or the prophets. I have come not
to destroy them, but to fulfill them. 18 For
truly I say to you that until heaven and
earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle
shall in any way pass away from the law,
until all things have been accomplished.
19 Therefore whoever breaks the least one
of these commandments and teaches oth-
ers to do so will be called least in the king-
dom of heaven. But whoever keeps them
and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you
that unless your righteousness exceeds
the righteousness of the scribes and Phar-
isees, you will in no way enter the king-
dom of heaven.

21 You have heard that it was said to them
in ancient times, ‘Do not kill,’ and, ‘Who-
ever kills will be in danger of the judg-
ment.’ 22 But I say to you that every-
one who is angry with his brother will
be in danger of the judgment; and who-
ever says to his brother, ‘You worthless
person!’ will be in danger of the coun-
cil; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be
in danger of the fire of hell. 23 There-
fore if you are offering your gift at the al-
tar and there remember that your brother
has anything against you, 24 leave your
gift there in front of the altar, and go on
your way. First be reconciled with your
brother, and then comeandoffer your gift.
25 Agree with your accuser quickly while

you are with him on the way to court, or
your accuser may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge may hand you over
to the officer, and youmay be thrown into
prison. 26 Truly I say to you, youwill never
come out from there until you have paid
the last bit of money you owe.
27 You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not
commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that
everyone who looks on a woman to lust
after her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye
causes you to stumble, pluck it out and
throw it away from you. For it is better
for you that one of your body parts should
perish than that your whole body should
be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw
it away from you. For it is better for you
that one of your body parts should perish
than that your whole body should go into
hell. 31 It was also said, ‘Whoever sends
his wife away, let him give her a certifi-
cate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that ev-
eryone who divorces his wife, except for
the cause of sexual immorality, makes her
an adulteress. Whoever marries her after
she has been divorced commits adultery.
33 Again, you have heard that it was said
to those in ancient times, ‘Do not swear a
false oath, but carry out your oaths to the
Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, swear not at all,
neither by heaven, for it is the throne of
God; 35 nor by the earth, for it is the foot-
stool for his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King. 36 Neither
swear by your head, for you cannot make
one hair white or black. 37 But let your
speech be, ‘Yes, yes,’ or ‘No, no.’ Anything
that is more than this is from the evil one.
38 You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I
say to you, do not resist onewho is evil. In-
stead, whoever strikes you on your right
cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 If
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anyonewishes to go to court with you and
takes away your coat, let that person also
have your cloak. 41 Whoever compels you
to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give
to anyone who asks you, and do not turn
away from anyone who wishes to borrow
from you.
43 You have heard that it was said, ‘You
must love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your en-
emies and pray for those who persecute
you, a 45 so that you may be sons of your
Father who is in heaven. For hemakes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the just and the unjust. 46

For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you get? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same thing? 47 If you
greet only your brothers, what do you do
more than others? Do not even the Gen-
tiles do the same thing? 48 Therefore you
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.

5:44 aThe best ancient copies omit “Bless
those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you.”

Chapter 6
1 Take heed that you do not do your acts
of righteousness before people to be seen
by them, or else you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven. 2 So
when you give alms, do not sound a trum-
pet before yourself as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may have the praise of people. Truly
I say to you, they have received their re-
ward. 3 Butwhenyou give alms, donot let
your left hand knowwhat your right hand
is doing, 4 so that your gift may be given

in secret. Then your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.
5 When you pray, do not be like the hyp-
ocrites, for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and on the street corners,
so that they may be seen by people. Truly
I say to you, they have received their re-
ward. 6 But you, when you pray, enter
your inner chamber. Shut the door, and
pray to your Father who is in secret. Then
your Fatherwho sees in secretwill reward
you. 7 When you pray, do not make use-
less repetitions as the Gentiles do, for they
think that they will be heard because of
their many words. 8 Therefore, do not
be like them, for your Father knows what
things you need before you ask him. 9

Therefore pray like this:

’Our Father in heaven,

may your name be sanctified.
10 May your kingdom come.

May your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 Forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 Do not bring us into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.’ a

14 For if you forgive people their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you. 15 But if you do not forgive their
trespasses, neither will your Father for-
give your trespasses.
16 Moreover, when you fast, do not have
a mournful face as the hypocrites do, for
they disfigure their faces so that they may
appear to people as fasting. Truly I say to
you, they have received their reward. 17

But you, when you fast, anoint your head
and wash your face, 18 so that it would
not appear to others that you are fasting,
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but only to your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret, will
reward you.

19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on the earth, wheremoth and rust destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. 20

Instead, store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break
in and steal. 21 For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also. 22 The
eye is the lamp of the body. Therefore, if
your eye is good, the whole body is filled
with light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your
whole body is full of darkness. Therefore,
if the light that is in you is actually dark-
ness, how great is that darkness! 24 No one
can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or else
he will be devoted to one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
25 Therefore I say to you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink—or about your body, what
you will wear. For is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothes? 26

Look at the birds in the air. They do not
sow or reap or gather into barns, but your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
more valuable than they are? 27 Which
one of you by being anxious can add one
cubit to his lifespan? 28 Why are you anx-
ious about clothing? Think about the lilies
in the fields, how they grow. They do not
work, and they do not spin cloth. 29 Yet
I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not clothed like one of these. 30 If God
so clothes the grass in the fields, which ex-
ists today and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, how much more will he clothe
you, you of little faith? 31 Therefore do
not be anxious and say, ‘Whatwill we eat?’
or, ‘Whatwill we drink?’ or, ‘What clothes
will we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles search
for these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. 33 But seek

first his kingdom and his righteousness
and all these things will be given to you.
34 Therefore, do not be anxious for tomor-
row, for tomorrow will be anxious for it-
self. Each day has enough evil of its own.

6:13 aThe best ancient copies omit “For
yours is the kingdomand the power and the
glory forever. Amen”

Chapter 7
1 Do not judge, and you will not be judged.
2 For with the judgment you judge, you
will be judged, and with the measure that
you measure, it will be measured out to
you. 3Whydo you look at the tiny piece of
straw that is in your brother’s eye, but you
do not notice the log that is in your own
eye? 4 How can you say to your brother,
‘Let me take out the piece of straw that is
in your eye,’ while the log is in your own
eye? 5 You hypocrite! First take the log
out of your own eye, and then youwill see
clearly to take out the piece of straw that is
in your brother’s eye. 6 Do not give what
is holy to the dogs, and do not throw your
pearls in front of the hogs. Otherwise they
may trample them underfoot, and then
turn and tear you to pieces.
7 Ask, and itwill be given to you. Seek, and
youwill find. Knock, and it will be opened
to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives;
everyone who seeks, finds; and to the per-
son who knocks, it will be opened. 9 Or
which one of you, if his son asks for a loaf
of bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11

Therefore, if you who are evil know how
to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven
give good things to those who ask him?
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12 Therefore, whatever things you want
people to do to you, you should also do to
them, for this is the law and the prophets.
13 Enter through the narrow gate. For
wide is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are many
peoplewho go through it. 14 But the gate is
narrow and the way is difficult that leads
to life, and there are few who find it.
15 Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep’s clothing but are truly
ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruits you
will know them. Do people gather grapes
from a thornbush or figs from thistles?
17 In the same way, every good tree pro-
duces good fruit, but the bad tree pro-
duces bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot pro-
duce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce
good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not pro-
duce good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 20 So then, you will recognize
them by their fruits. 21 Not everyone who
says tome, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the
kingdom of heaven, but only those who
do the will of my Father who is in heaven.
22 Many people will say to me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, in your name drive out demons,
and in your name domanymighty deeds?’
23 Then will I openly declare to them, ‘I
never knew you! Get away from me, you
evildoers!’
24 Therefore, everyone who hears my
words and obeys them will be like a wise
man who built his house upon a rock. 25

The rain came down, the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat upon that house,
but it did not fall down, for it was built
on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears
my words and does not obey them will
be like a foolish man who built his house
upon the sand. 27 The rain came down,
the floods came, and the winds blew and
struck that house, and it fell, and its de-
struction was complete.”

28 It came about that when Jesus finished
speaking thesewords, the crowdswere as-
tonished by his teaching, 29 for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not
as their scribes.

Chapter 8
1 When Jesus had come down from the
hill, large crowds followed him. 2 Behold,
a leper came to him and bowed before
him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you
can make me clean.” 3 Jesus reached out
his hand and touched him, saying, “I am
willing. Be clean.” Immediately he was
cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Jesus said to
him, “See that you say nothing to anyman.
Go on your way, and show yourself to the
priest and offer the gift that Moses com-
manded, for a testimony to them.”
5 When Jesus had entered into Caper-
naum, a centurion came to him and asked
him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant lies in the
house paralyzed and in terrible pain.” 7 Je-
sus said to him, “Iwill come andheal him.”
8 The centurion answered and said, ”Lord,
I am not worthy that you should enter un-
dermy roof, only say theword andmy ser-
vant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man
who is placed under authority, and I have
soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’
and he goes, and to another one, ‘Come,’
and he comes, and tomy servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this,
he was amazed and said to those who
were following him, ”Truly I say to you, I
have not found anyone with such faith in
Israel. 11 I tell you, many will come from
the east and thewest, and theywill recline
at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the
sons of the kingdom will be thrown into
the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.” 13 Jesus
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said to the centurion, “Go! As you have
believed, so may it be done for you.” And
the servant was healed at that very hour.
14When Jesus had come into Peter’s house,
he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying sick
with a fever. 15 Jesus touched her hand,
and the fever left her. Then she got up and
started serving him. 16 When evening
had come, the people brought to Jesus
many who were controlled by demons.
He drove out the spirits with a word and
healed all who were sick. 17 In this way
was fulfilled that which had been spoken
by Isaiah the prophet, saying, “He himself
took our sickness and bore our diseases.”
18 Now when Jesus saw the crowd around
him, he gave instructions to leave for the
other side of the Sea of Galilee. 19 Then
a scribe came to him and said, “Teacher,
I will follow you wherever you go.” 20 Je-
sus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and the
birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21 An-
other of the disciples said to him, “Lord,
allow me first to go and bury my father.”
22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”
23When Jesus had entered a boat, his disci-
ples followed him into it. 24 Behold, there
arose a great storm on the sea, so that the
boat was covered with the waves. But Je-
sus was asleep. 25 The disciples came to
him and woke him up, saying, “Save us,
Lord; we are about to die!” 26 Jesus said
to them, “Why are you afraid, you of lit-
tle faith?” Then he got up and rebuked
the winds and the sea. Then there was
a great calm. 27 The men marveled and
said, “What sort of man is this, that even
the winds and the sea obey him?”
28 When Jesus had come to the other side
and to the country of the Gadarenes, two
men who were controlled by demons met
him. They were coming out of the tombs
and were very violent, so that no traveler

could pass that way. 29 Behold, they cried
out and said, “What dowe have to dowith
you, Son of God? Have you come here to
torment us before the set time?” 30 Now a
herd of many pigs was there feeding, not
too far away from them. 31 The demons
kept imploring Jesus and saying, “If you
cast us out, send us away into that herd
of pigs.” 32 Jesus said to them, “Go!” The
demons came out and went into the pigs;
and behold, the whole herd rushed down
the steep hill into the sea and they died
in the water. 33 Those who had been
tending the pigs ran away and they went
into the city and reported everything, es-
pecially what had happened to the men
who had been controlled by demons. 34

Behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus.
When they saw him, they begged him to
leave their region.

Chapter 9
1 Jesus entered a boat, crossed over, and
came into his own city. 2 Behold, they
brought to him a paralyzed man lying
on a mat. Seeing their faith, Jesus said
to the paralyzed man, “Son, be of good
cheer. Your sins have been forgiven.” 3

Behold, some of the scribes said among
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4

Jesus knew their thoughts and said, ”Why
are you thinking evil in your hearts? 5

For which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6

But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,
… ” he said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick
up your mat, and go to your house.” 7

Then the man got up and went away to
his house. 8 When the crowds saw this,
they were amazed and praised God, who
had given such authority to people. 9 As
Jesus passed by from there, he saw a man
named Matthew, who was sitting at the

11



Matthew

tax collection’s tent. He said to him, “Fol-
low me.” He got up and followed him.
10 As Jesus sat down to eat in the house, be-
hold, many tax collectors and sinful peo-
ple came and dined with Jesus and his
disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw it,
they said to his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinful
people?” 12 When Jesus heard this, he
said, ”People who are strong in body do
not need a physician, only those who are
sick. 13 You should go learn what this
means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’
For I came, not to call the righteous to re-
pent, but sinners.”
14 Then the disciples of John came to him
and said, “Why do we and the Pharisees
often fast, but your disciples do not fast?”
15 Jesus said to them, ”Can wedding atten-
dants be sorrowful while the bridegroom
is still with them? But the days will come
when the bridegroom will be taken away
from them, and then they will fast. 16

No man puts a piece of new cloth on an
old garment, for the patch will tear away
from the garment, and a worse tear will
be made. 17 Neither do people put new
wine into old wineskins. If they do, the
skins will burst, the wine will be spilled,
and the wineskins will be destroyed. In-
stead, they put new wine into fresh wine-
skins, and both will be preserved.”
18 While Jesus was saying these things to
them, behold, an official came and bowed
down to him. He said, “My daughter has
just nowdied, but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.” 19 Then Jesus
got up and followed him, and so did his
disciples. 20 Behold, a woman who had
severe bleeding for twelve years, came up
behind Jesus and touched the edge of his
garment. 21 For she had said to herself,
“If only I touch his clothes, I will be made
well.” 22 But Jesus turned and saw her,
and said, “Daughter, take courage; your

faith hasmade youwell.” And the woman
was healed from that hour. 23 When Je-
sus came into the official’s house, he saw
the flute players and the crowds making
much noise. 24 He said, “Go away, for the
girl is not dead, but she is asleep.” But they
laughed at him in mockery. 25 When the
crowd had been put outside, he entered
the room and took her by the hand, and
the girl got up. 26 The news about this
spread into all that region.
27 As Jesus passed by from there, two blind
men followed him. They kept shouting
and saying, “Have mercy on us, Son of
David!” 28 When Jesus had come into the
house, the blind men came to him. Je-
sus said to them, “Do you believe that
I can do this?” They said to him, “Yes,
Lord.” 29 Then Jesus touched their eyes
and said, “Let it be done to you accord-
ing to your faith,” 30 and their eyes were
opened. Then Jesus strictly commanded
them and said, “See that no one knows
about this.” 31 But the two men went out
and spread the news about this through-
out that region.
32 As those two men were going away, be-
hold, a mute man possessed by a demon
was brought to Jesus. 33 When the de-
mon had been driven out, the mute man
spoke. The crowds were astonished and
said, “This has never been seen before in
Israel!” 34 But the Pharisees were saying,
“By the ruler of the demons, he drives out
demons.”
35 Jesus went about all the cities and the
villages. He continued teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing all kinds of disease
and all kinds of sickness. 36 When he
saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because theywere troubled and dis-
couraged. They were like sheep without
a shepherd. 37 He said to his disciples,
”The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
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are few. 38 Therefore urgently pray to the
Lord of the harvest, so that he may send
out laborers into his harvest.”

Chapter 10
1 Jesus called his twelve disciples together
and gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to drive them out, and to heal
all kinds of disease and all kinds of sick-
ness. 2 Now the names of the twelve apos-
tles were these. The first, Simon (whom
he also called Peter), and Andrew his
brother; James son of Zebedee, and John
his brother; 3 Philip, and Bartholomew;
Thomas, and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4
Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who
would betray him.
5 These twelve Jesus sent out. He in-
structed them and said, ”Do not go to any
place where Gentiles live, and do not en-
ter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go in-
stead to the lost sheep of the house of Is-
rael; 7 and as you go, preach and say, ‘The
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers, and cast out demons. Freely you
have received, freely give. 9 Do not carry
any gold, silver, or copper in your purses.
10 Donot take a traveling bag for your jour-
ney, or an extra tunic, or sandals, or a
staff, for a laborer deserves his food. 11

Whatever city or village you enter, find
who is worthy in it, and stay there until
you leave. 12 As you enter into the house,
greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your
peace come upon it. But if it is not wor-
thy, let your peace come back to you. 14

As for those who do not receive you or lis-
ten to your words, when you depart from
that house or city, shake off the dust from
your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and

Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for
that city.

16 See, I send you out as sheep in themidst
of wolves, so be as wise as serpents and
harmless as doves. 17 Watch out for peo-
ple! They will deliver you up to coun-
cils, and they will whip you in their syn-
agogues. 18 Then you will be brought be-
fore governors and kings for my sake, as
a testimony to themand to theGentiles. 19

When they deliver you up, do not be anx-
ious about how or what you will speak,
for what to say will be given to you in
that hour. 20 For it is not you who will
speak, but the Spirit of your Father who
will speak in you. 21 Brother will deliver
up brother to death, and a father his child.
Children will rise up against their parents
and cause them to be put to death. 22 You
will be hated by everyone because of my
name. But whoever endures to the end,
that person will be saved. 23 When they
persecute you in this city, flee to the next,
for truly I say to you, you will not have
gone through the cities of Israel before the
Son of Man has come.

24 Adisciple is not greater thanhis teacher,
nor a servant above his master. 25 It is
enough for the disciple that he should be
like his teacher, and the servant like his
master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much worse
would be the names they call the mem-
bers of his household! 26 Therefore donot
fear them, for there is nothing concealed
that will not be revealed, and nothing hid-
den that will not be known. 27 What I tell
you in the darkness, say in the daylight,
and what you hear softly in your ear, pro-
claim upon the housetops. 28 Do not be
afraid of those who kill the body but are
unable to kill the soul. Instead, fear him
who is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for
a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to
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the ground without your Father’s knowl-
edge. 30 But even the hairs of your head
are all numbered. 31 Do not fear. You are
more valuable than many sparrows. 32

Therefore everyone who confesses me be-
fore men, I will also confess before my Fa-
ther who is in heaven. 33 But he who de-
nies me before men, I will also deny be-
fore my Father who is in heaven.
34 Do not think that I came to bring peace
upon the earth. I did not come to bring
peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to set
a man against his father, and a daughter
against hermother, and adaughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. 36 Aman’s ene-
mies will be those of his own household.
37 He who loves father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me; and he who
loves son or daughtermore thanme is not
worthy of me. 38 He who does not pick up
his cross and follow afterme is notworthy
of me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it.
But he who loses his life for my sake will
find it.
40 He who welcomes you welcomes me,
and he who welcomes me also welcomes
him who sent me. 41 He who welcomes
a prophet because he is a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and he who
welcomes a righteous man because he is
a righteous man will receive a righteous
man’s reward. 42 Whoever gives to one
of these little ones, even a cup of cold wa-
ter to drink, because he is a disciple, truly
I say to you, he will in no way lose his re-
ward.”

Chapter 11
1 It came about that when Jesus had fin-
ished instructing his twelve disciples, he
departed from there to teach and preach
in their cities. 2 Now when John heard in
the prison about the deeds of the Christ,

he sent a message by his disciples 3 and
said to him, “Are you the one who is com-
ing, or should we look for another?” 4

Jesus answered and said to them, ”Go and
report to John what you see and hear. 5

Blind people are receiving sight, lame peo-
ple arewalking, lepers are being cleansed,
deaf people are hearing again, dead peo-
ple are being raised back to life, andneedy
people are being told the good news. 6

Blessed is anyone who is not offended by
me.”
7 As these men went on their way, Jesus
began to say to the crowds about John,
”What did you go out in the desert to see—
a reed being shaken by the wind? 8 But
what did you go out to see—amandressed
in soft clothing? Really, those who wear
soft clothing live in kings’ houses. 9 But
what did you go out to see—a prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and much more than a
prophet. 10 This is he of whom it was writ-
ten,

’See, I am sendingmymessenger before
your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
11 I say to you truly, among those born of
women no one is greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the least important person in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he
is. 12 From the days of John the Baptist un-
til now, the kingdomof heaven suffers vio-
lence, andmen of violence take it by force.
13 For all the prophets and the law have
been prophesying until John; 14 and if you
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who
was to come. 15 He who has ears to hear,
let him listen. 16 To what should I com-
pare this generation? It is like children
playing in the marketplace, who sit and
call to one another 17 and say, ‘We played
a flute for you, and you did not dance. We
mourned, and you did not weep.’ 18 For
John came not eating bread or drinking
wine, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19
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The Son of Man came eating and drinking
and they say, ‘Look, he is a gluttonousman
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by
her deeds.”

20 Then Jesus began to rebuke the cities
in which most of his mighty deeds were
done, because they had not repented. 21

”Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Beth-
saida! If the mighty deeds had been done
in Tyre and Sidon which were done in
you, they would have repented long ago
in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the
day of judgment than for you. 23 You, Ca-
pernaum, do you think youwill be exalted
to heaven? No, you will be brought down
to Hades. For if in Sodom there had been
done the mighty deeds that were done in
you, it would still have remained until to-
day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be eas-
ier for the landof Sodom in the day of judg-
ment than for you.”

25 At that time Jesus said, ”I praise you, Fa-
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you concealed these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them to
those who are untaught, like little chil-
dren. 26 Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight. 27 All things have
been entrusted tome frommyFather; and
no one knows the Son except the Father
and no one knows the Father except the
Son, and anyone towhom the Son chooses
to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all you who
labor and are heavy burdened, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke on you and
learn fromme, for I ammeek and lowly in
heart, and youwill find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”

Chapter 12
1 At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath
day through the grainfields. His disciples
were hungry and began to pluck heads
of grain and eat them. 2 But when the
Pharisees saw that, they said to Jesus, “See,
your disciples do what is unlawful to do
on the Sabbath.” 3 But Jesus said to
them, ”Have you never read what David
did, when he was hungry, and the men
who were with him? 4 He went into the
house of God and ate the bread of the pres-
ence, which was unlawful for him to eat
and unlawful for those who were with
him, but lawful only for the priests. 5

Have you not read in the law, that on the
Sabbath the priests in the temple profane
the Sabbath but are guiltless? 6 But I say
to you that one greater than the temple
is here. 7 If you had known what this
meant, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’
you would not have condemned the guilt-
less. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the
Sabbath.”
9 Then Jesus left from there and went into
their synagogue. 10 Behold, there was a
man who had a withered hand. The Phar-
isees asked Jesus, saying, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath?” so that they might
accuse him of sinning. 11 Jesus said to
them, ”What man would there be among
you, who, if he had just one sheep, and if
this sheep fell into a deep hole on the Sab-
bath, would not grasp hold of it and lift it
out? 12 Howmuch more valuable, then, is
a man than a sheep! Therefore it is law-
ful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then
Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He stretched it out, and it was re-
stored to health, just like the other hand.
14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted
against him. They were seeking how they
might put him to death.
15 As Jesus perceived this, he withdrew
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from there. Many people followed him,
and he healed them all. 16 He commanded
them not to make him known to others,
17 that it might come true, what had been
said through Isaiah the prophet, saying,

18 ”See, my servantwhom I have chosen;

my beloved one, in whom my soul is
well pleased.

I will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will announce judgment to the
Gentiles.

19 He will not strive nor cry aloud;

neither will anyone hear his voice in
the streets.

20 He will not break any bruised reed;

he will not quench any smoking flax,

until he leads justice to victory, 21 and
in his name the Gentiles will have certain
hope.”
22 Then someone blind and mute, pos-
sessed by a demon, was brought to Je-
sus. He healed him, with the result that
the mute man spoke and saw. 23 All the
crowds were amazed and said, “Can this
man be the Son of David?” 24 But when
the Pharisees heard of this miracle, they
said, “This man does not cast out demons
except by Beelzebul, the prince of the
demons.” 25 But Jesus knew their thoughts
and said to them, ”Every kingdom divided
against itself is made desolate, and every
city or house divided against itself will not
stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he
is divided against himself. How then will
his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons drive them out? For this reason they
will be your judges. 28 But if I drive out
demons by the Spirit of God, then the king-
dom of God has come upon you. 29 How
can anyone enter the house of the strong
man and steal his belongings without ty-
ing up the strong man first? Then he will

steal his belongings fromhis house. 30 The
one who is not with me is against me, and
the one who does not gather with me scat-
ters. 31 Therefore I say to you, every sin
and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not
be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks any word
against the Son of Man, that will be for-
given him. But whoever speaks against
the Holy Spirit, that will not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, nor in that
which is to come. 33 Make a tree good
and its fruit good, or make the tree bad
and its fruit bad, for a tree is recognizedby
its fruit. 34 You offspring of vipers, since
you are evil, how can you say good things?
For out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks. 35 The good man from the
good treasure of his heart produces what
is good, and the evil man from the evil
treasure of his heart produceswhat is evil.
36 I say to you that in the day of judgment
people will give an account for every idle
word they will have said. 37 For by your
words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned.”

38 Then certain scribes and Pharisees an-
swered Jesus and said, “Teacher, we wish
to see a sign from you.” 39 But Jesus an-
swered and said to them, ”An evil and
adulterous generation seeks for a sign.
But no sign will be given to it except the
sign of Jonah the prophet. 40 For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the
stomach of the big fish, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. 41 Themen of Nineveh
will stand up at the judgment with this
generation of people and will condemn
it. For they repented at the preaching
of Jonah, and see, someone greater than
Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South
will rise up at the judgment with the men
of this generation and condemn it. She
came from the ends of the earth to hear
thewisdomof Solomon, and see, someone
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greater than Solomon is here. 43 When
an unclean spirit has gone away from a
man, it passes through waterless places
and looks for rest, but does not find it. 44

Then it says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came.’ Having returned, it
finds that house swept out and put in or-
der. 45 Then it goes and takes along with
it seven other spirits more evil than itself,
and they all come in to live there. Then
the final condition of that man becomes
worse than the first. It will be just like that
with this evil generation.”
46 While Jesus was still speaking to the
crowds, behold, his mother and his broth-
ers stood outside, seeking to speak to
him. 47 Someone said to him, “Look, your
mother and your brothers stand outside,
seeking to speak to you.” 48 But Jesus
answered and said to him who told him,
“Who ismymother andwho aremy broth-
ers?” 49 Then he stretched out his hand to-
ward his disciples and said, ”See, here are
my mother and my brothers! 50 For who-
ever does the will of my Father who is in
heaven, that person ismy brother, and sis-
ter, and mother.”

Chapter 13
1 On that day Jesus went out of the house
and sat beside the sea. 2 A very large
crowd gathered around him, so he got
into a boat and sat in it, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 Then Je-
sus said many things to them in parables.
He said, ”Behold, a farmer went out to
sow seed. 4 As he sowed, some seeds
fell beside the road, and the birds came
and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil. Immediately they sprang up,
because the soil had no depth. 6 But when
the sun had risen, they were scorched be-

cause they had no root, and they with-
ered away. 7 Other seeds fell among the
thorn plants. The thorn plants grew up
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on
good soil and produced grain, some one
hundred times as much, some sixty, and
some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him lis-
ten.”
10 The disciples came and said to Jesus,
“Why do you talk to the crowd in para-
bles?” 11 Jesus answered and said to them,
”You have been given the privilege of un-
derstanding mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it is not given. 12

Because whoever has, even more will be
given. But whoever does not have, even
what he has will be taken away from
him. 13 This is why I talk to them in para-
bles: Though they are seeing, they do not
see; and though they are hearing, they do
not hear, or understand. 14 To them the
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, that which
says,

’While hearing you will hear, but you
will in no way understand;

while seeing you will see, but you will
in no way perceive.

15 For this people’s heart has become
dull,

and they are hard of hearing,

and they have closed their eyes,

so they should not see with their eyes,

or hear with their ears,

or understand with their hearts,

so they would turn again,

and I would heal them.’
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see;
and your ears, for they hear. 17 Truly I say
to you that many prophets and righteous
men desired to see the things that you see,
and did not see them. They desired to
hear the things that you hear, and did not
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hear them. 18 Listen then to the para-
ble of the farmer who sowed his seed. 19

When anyone hears the word of the king-
dom but does not understand it, the evil
one comes and snatches away what has
been sown in his heart. This is the seed
that was sown beside the road. 20 What
was sown on rocky ground is the person
who hears the word and immediately re-
ceives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in
himself and he endures for awhile. When
tribulation or persecution arises because
of the word, he quickly falls away. 22

What was sown among the thorn plants,
this is the person who hears the word, but
the cares of the world and the deceitful-
ness of riches choke the word, and he be-
comes unfruitful. 23 What was sown on
the good soil, this is the person who hears
the word and understands it. He bears
fruit and makes a crop, yielding one hun-
dred times as much as was planted, some
sixty, and some thirty times as much.”

24 Jesus presented another parable to
them. He said, ”The kingdom of heaven
is like a man who sowed good seed in his
field. 25 But while people slept, his enemy
came and also sowed weeds among the
wheat and then went away. 26 When the
blades sprouted and then produced their
crop, then the weeds appeared also. 27

The servants of the landowner came and
said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good
seed in your field? How does it now have
weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The servants said to him,
‘So do you want us to go and pull them
out?’ 29 The landowner said, ’No. Be-
cause while you are pulling out the weeds,
you might uproot the wheat with them. 30
Let both grow together until the harvest.
At the time of the harvest I will say to the
reapers, “First pull out the weeds and tie
them in bundles to burn them, but gather
the wheat into my barn.”’”

31 Then Jesus presented another parable
to them. He said, ”The kingdom of heaven
is like a mustard seed which a man took
and sowed in his field. 32 This seed is in-
deed the smallest of all other seeds. But
when it has grown, it is greater than the
garden plants. It becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and nest in its
branches.” 33 Jesus then told them an-
other parable. “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed
with three measures of flour until all the
dough had risen.”

34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds
in parables; and he said nothing to them
without a parable. 35 This was in or-
der that what had been said through the
prophet might come true, when he said,

”I will open my mouth in parables.

I will say things that were hidden from
the foundation of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowds and went
into the house. His disciples came to him
and said, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” 37 Jesus answered
and said, ”He who sows the good seed is
the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world;
and the good seed, these are the sons of
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of
the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil. The harvest is the end
of the world, and the reapers are angels.
40 Therefore, as the weeds are gathered
up and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the world. 41 The Son of Man
will send out his angels, and they will
gather out of his kingdom all the things
that cause sin, and those who commit in-
iquity. 42 They will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weep-
ing and grinding of teeth. 43 Then will the
righteous people shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears,
let him listen.
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44 The kingdomof heaven is like a treasure
hidden in a field. A man found it and hid
it. In his joy he goes, sells everything he
possesses, and buys that field. 45 Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a man who
is a merchant looking for valuable pearls.
46 When he found one pearl of very great
value, hewent and sold everything that he
possessed and bought it.
47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
net that was cast into the sea, and that
gathered creatures of every kind. 48When
it was filled, the fishermen drew it up on
the beach. Then they sat down and gath-
ered the good things into containers, but
the worthless things they threw away. 49

It will be this way at the end of the world.
The angels will come and separate the
wicked from among the righteous. 50 They
will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.
51 Have you understood all these things?”
The disciples said to him, “Yes.” 52 Then Je-
sus said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has become a disciple to the kingdom
of heaven is like a man who is the owner
of a house, who draws out old and new
things from his treasure.” 53 Then it came
about that when Jesus had finished these
parables, he departed from that place.
54 Then Jesus entered his own region and
taught the people in their synagogue. The
result was that they were astonished and
said, ”Where does this man get his wis-
dom and these miracles from? 55 Is not
this man the carpenter’s son? Is not his
mother called Mary? Are not his broth-
ers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 56

Are not all his sisters with us? Where did
he get all these things?” 57 They were of-
fended by him. But Jesus said to them, “A
prophet is not without honor except in his
own country and in his own family.” 58 He
did not domanymiracles there because of

their unbelief.

Chapter 14
1 About that time, Herod the tetrarch
heard the news about Jesus. 2 He said to
his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he
has risen from the dead ones. Therefore
these powers are at work in him.” 3

For Herod had arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison because of Hero-
dias, his brother Philip’s wife. 4 For John
had said to him, “It is not lawful for you
to have her as your wife.” 5 Herod would
have put him to death, but he feared the
people, because they regarded him as a
prophet. 6 But when Herod’s birthday
came, the daughter of Herodias danced
in the midst and pleased Herod. 7 In re-
sponse, he promised with an oath to give
her whatever she should ask. 8 After
being instructed by her mother, she said,
“Give me here, on a platter, the head of
John the Baptist.” 9 The king was very up-
set by her request, but because of his oath
and because of all those at dinner with
him, he ordered that it should be done. 10

He sent and beheaded John in the prison.
11 Then his head was brought on a platter
and given to the girl and she took it to her
mother. 12 Then his disciples came, took
up the corpse, and buried it. After this,
they went and told Jesus.
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he with-
drew from there in a boat to an isolated
place. When the crowds heard of it, they
followed him on foot from the cities. 14

Then Jesus came before them and saw
the large crowd. He had compassion on
them and healed their sick. 15 When the
evening had come, the disciples came to
him and said, “This is a deserted place,
and the day is already over. Dismiss the
crowds, so that they can go into the vil-
lages and buy food for themselves.” 16
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But Jesus said to them, “Theyhavenoneed
to go away. You give them something to
eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have here
only five loaves of bread and two fish.” 18

Jesus said, “Bring them to me.” 19 Then
Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the grass. He took the five loaves and the
twofish. Looking up to heaven, he blessed
and broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowd. 20 They all ate and were filled.
Then they took up what remained of the
brokenpieces of food—twelve baskets full.
21 Thosewhoatewere about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

22 Immediately he made the disciples get
into the boat and go before him to the
other side, while he sent away the crowds.
23 After he had sent away the crowds, he
went up on the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there
alone. 24 But the boat was now a long
way from land, being tossed about by the
waves, for the wind was blowing against
them. 25 In the fourth watch of the night
Jesus approached them, walking on the
sea. 26 When the disciples saw him walk-
ing on the sea, they were terrified and
said, “It is a ghost,” and they cried out
in fear. 27 But Jesus spoke to them right
away and said, “Be brave! It is I! Do not be
afraid.” 28 Peter answered him and said,
“Lord, if it is you, commandme to come to
you on the water.” 29 Jesus said, “Come.”
So Peter got out from the boat and walked
on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when
Peter saw the wind, he became afraid. As
he began to sink, he cried out and said,
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately
stretched out his hand, took hold of Peter,
and said to him, “You of little faith, why
did you doubt?” 32 Then when Jesus and
Peter went into the boat, the wind ceased
blowing. 33 Then the disciples in the boat
worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly you are
the Son of God.”

34 When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret. 35 When the men
in that place recognized Jesus, they sent
messages everywhere into the surround-
ing area, and they brought to him every-
one who was sick. 36 They begged him
that they might just touch the edge of his
garment, and as many as touched it were
healed.

Chapter 15
1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came
to Jesus from Jerusalem. They said, 2

“Why do your disciples violate the tra-
ditions of the elders? For they do not
wash their hands when they eat.” 3 He
answered and said to them, ”Then why
do you violate the commandment of God
for the sake of your traditions? 4 For
God said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother,’ and ‘He who speaks evil of his fa-
ther or mother, will surely die.’ 5 But you
say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother
“Whatever help you would have received
fromme is now a gift given to God,” ’ 6 that
person does not need to honor his father.
In this way you have made void the word
of God for the sake of your traditions. 7

You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy
about you when he said,

8 ’This people honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me.
9 They worship me in vain,

because they teach as their doctrines
the commandments of people.’”
10 Then he called the crowd to himself and
said to them, ”Listen and understand— 11

Nothing that enters into the mouth defiles
a person. Instead, what comes out of the
mouth, this is what defiles a person.” 12

Then the disciples came and said to Jesus,
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“Do you know that the Pharisees were of-
fended when they heard this statement?”
13 Jesus answered and said, ”Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted
will be rooted up. 14 Let them alone, they
are blind guides. If a blind person guides
another blind person, both will fall into
a pit.” 15 Peter responded and said to Je-
sus, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Je-
sus said, ”Are you also still without un-
derstanding? 17 Do you not see that what-
ever goes into the mouth passes into the
stomach and is then passed out into the la-
trine? 18 But the things that come out of
the mouth come from the heart. They are
the things that defile a person. 19 For from
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, and slander. 20 These are the
things that defile a person. But to eat
with unwashed hands does not defile a
person.”

21 Then Jesus went away from there and
withdrew toward the regions of the cities
of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Behold, a Canaanite
woman came out from that region. She
shouted out and said, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is
severely tormented by a demon.” 23 But
Jesus answered her not a word. His disci-
ples came and begged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she is shouting after us.” 24

But Jesus answered and said, “I was not
sent to anyone except to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and
bowed down before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” 26 He answered and said, “It
is not right to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the little dogs.” 27 She
said, “Yes, Lord, but even the little dogs
eat some of the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ tables.” 28 Then Jesus answered
and said to her, “Woman, great is your
faith; let it be done for you just as you
wish.” At that hour her daughter was
healed.

29 Jesus left that place and went near to
the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up a hill
and sat there. 30 Large crowds came to
him. They brought with them lame, blind,
mute, and crippled people, and many oth-
ers who were sick. They presented them
at Jesus’ feet, and he healed them. 31 So
the crowd marveled when they saw the
mute persons speak, the crippled made
well, the lame walking, and the blind see-
ing. They praised the God of Israel.
32 Jesus called his disciples to himand said,
“I have compassion on the crowd, because
they have stayed with me for three days
already and have nothing to eat. I do not
want to send them away without eating,
or they may faint on the way.” 33 The
disciples said to him, “Where can we get
enough loaves of bread in such a deserted
place to satisfy so large a crowd?” 34 Je-
sus said to them, “How many loaves do
you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few
small fish.” 35 Then Jesus commanded the
crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 He
took the seven loaves and the fish, and
after giving thanks, he broke the loaves
and gave them to the disciples. The disci-
ples gave them to the crowd. 37 The peo-
ple all ate and were satisfied. Then they
gathered up seven baskets full of the bro-
ken pieces that were left over. 38 Those
who ate were four thousand men, besides
women and children. 39 Then Jesus sent
the crowds away and got into the boat and
went into the region of Magadan.

Chapter 16
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came and
tested him by asking him to show them a
sign from the sky. 2 But he answered and
said to them, ”When it is evening, you say,
‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
3 When it is morning, you say, ‘It will be
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foul weather, for the sky is red and over-
cast.’ You know how to interpret the ap-
pearance of the sky, but you cannot inter-
pret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and
adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but
no sign will be given to it except the sign
of Jonah.” Then Jesus left them and went
away.

5 When the disciples reached the other
side, they had forgotten to take bread. 6

Jesus said to them, “Take heed and be-
ware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees.” 7 The disciples reasoned among
themselves and said, “It is because we
took no bread.” 8 Jesus was aware of this
and said, ”You of little faith, why do you
reason among yourselves and say that it
is because you have taken no bread? 9

Do you not yet perceive or remember the
five loaves for the five thousand, and how
many baskets you gathered up? 10 Or the
seven loaves for the four thousand, and
how many baskets you took up? 11 How
is it that you do not understand that I was
not speaking to you about bread? Take
heed and beware of the yeast of the Phar-
isees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they un-
derstood that he was not telling them to
beware of yeast in bread, but to beware
of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees.

13 Now when Jesus came to the regions
near Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disci-
ples, saying, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” 14 They said, “Some say
John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and others,
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He
said to them, “But who do you say that
I am?” 16 Answering, Simon Peter said,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to
him, ”Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jonah,
for flesh and blood have not revealed this
to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18
I also say to you that you are Peter, and

upon this rock I will buildmy church. The
gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
19 I will give to you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven. Whatever you shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you shall loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then Jesus com-
manded the disciples that they should tell
no one that he was the Christ.
21 From that time Jesus started to tell his
disciples that hemust go to Jerusalem, suf-
fer many things at the hand of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, be killed,
and be raised back to life on the third day.
22 Then Peter took him aside and rebuked
him, saying, “May this be far from you,
Lord; may this never happen to you.” 23

But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get be-
hindme, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me, for you do not care for the things
of God, but for the things of people.” 24

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ”If anyone
wants to followme, he must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For
whoever wants to save his life will lose it,
andwhoever loses his life formy sakewill
find it. 26 For what does it profit a person
if he gains thewhole world but forfeits his
life? What can a person give in exchange
for his life? 27 For the Son of Man will
come in the glory of his Father with his
angels. Then he will reward every person
according to what he has done. 28 Truly I
say to you, there are some of you who are
standing here, whowill not taste death un-
til they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

Chapter 17
1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter,
James, and John his brother, and brought
themup a highmountain by themselves. 2
Hewas transfigured before them. His face
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shone like the sun, and his garments be-
came as brilliant as the light. 3 Behold,
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah
talking with him. 4 Peter answered and
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to
be here. If you desire, I will make here
three shelters—one for you, and one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he
was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and behold, there
was a voice out of the cloud, saying, “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.” 6 When the dis-
ciples heard it, they fell on their face and
were very afraid. 7 Then Jesus came and
touched themand said, “Get up and do not
be afraid.” 8 Then they looked up but saw
no one except Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down the moun-
tain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Re-
port this vision to no one until the Son of
Man has risen from the dead ones.” 10 His
disciples asked him, saying, “Why then
do the scribes say that Elijah must come
first?” 11 Jesus answered and said, ”Elijah
will indeed come and restore all things. 12
But I tell you, Elijah has already come, but
they did not recognize him. Instead, they
did whatever they wanted to him. In the
same way, the Son of Man will also suf-
fer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples
understood that he was speaking to them
about John the Baptist.

14 When they had come to the crowd, a
man came to him, knelt before him, and
said, 15 ”Lord, have mercy on my son, for
he is epileptic and suffers severely. For
he often falls into the fire or the water. 16
I brought him to your disciples, but they
could not cure him.” 17 Jesus answered
and said, “Unbelieving and corrupt gener-
ation, how long will I have to stay with
you? How long must I bear with you?
Bring him here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked
the demon, and it came out of him and the

boy was healed from that hour.
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus pri-
vately and said, “Why could we not cast
it out?” 20 Jesus said to them, ”Because of
your small faith. For I truly say to you, if
you have faith even as small as a grain of
mustard seed, you can say to this moun-
tain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will
move and nothing will be impossible for
you. 21a

22 While they stayed in Galilee, Jesus said
to his disciples, ”The Son of Man will be
delivered into the hands of people, 23 and
theywill kill him, and the third day hewill
be raised up.” The disciples became very
upset.
24 When they had come to Capernaum,
the men who collected the half-shekel tax
came to Peter and said, “Does not your
teacher pay the half-shekel tax?” 25 He
said, “Yes.” But when Peter went into the
house, Jesus spoke to him first and said,
“What do you think, Simon? The kings on
earth, from whom do they receive tax or
tribute? From their subjects or from for-
eigners?” 26 When Peter said, “From for-
eigners,” Jesus said to him, ”Then the sub-
jects are exempt from paying. 27 But so
that we do not cause the tax collectors to
sin, go to the sea, throw in a hook, and
draw in the fish that comes up first. When
you have opened its mouth, you will find
a shekel. Take it and give it to the tax col-
lectors for me and you.”

17:21 aThe best ancient copies omit v. 21.
But this kind of demon does not go out ex-
cept with prayer and fasting.”

Chapter 18
1 In that same time the disciples came to Je-
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sus and said, “Who is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven?” 2 Jesus called to himself
a little child, set him among them, 3 and
said, ”Truly I say to you, unless you turn
and become like little children, youwill in
no way enter the kingdom of heaven. 4

Therefore, whoever humbles himself like
this little child is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes a
little child like this in my name receives
me. 6 But whoever causes one of these lit-
tle oneswhobelieves inme to sin, it would
be better for him that a great millstone
should be hung about his neck, and that
he should be sunk into the depths of the
sea.

7 Woe to the world because of times
of stumbling! For it is necessary that
those times come, but woe to the person
throughwhom those times come! 8 If your
hand or your foot causes you to stumble,
cut it off and throw it away from you. It
is better for you to enter into life maimed
or lame than to be thrown into the eter-
nal fire having two hands or two feet. 9

If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck
it out and throw it away from you. It is
better for you to enter into life with one
eye than to be thrown into the eternal fire
having both eyes. 10 See that you do not
despise any of these little ones. For I say
to you that in heaven their angels always
look on the face of my Father who is in
heaven. 11a 12 What do you think? If any-
one has a hundred sheep, and one of them
goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-
nine on the hillside and go off seeking the
one that went astray? 13 If he finds it, truly
I say to you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.
14 In the sameway, it is not thewill of your
Father in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

15 If your brother sins against you, go and
tell him his fault, between you and him

alone. If he listens to you, you will have
gained your brother. 16 But if he does not
listen to you, take one or two others along
with you, so that by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word might be veri-
fied. 17 And if he refuses to listen to them,
tell the matter to the church. If he also re-
fuses to listen to the church, let him be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18

Truly I say to you, whatever things you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven;
andwhatever you release on earth will be
released in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything
they ask, it will be done for thembymy Fa-
therwho is in heaven. 20 Forwhere two or
three are gathered together in my name,
there I am in their midst.”

21 Then Peter came and said to Jesus,
“Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me and I forgive him? Until seven
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, ”I do not tell
you seven times, but until seventy times
seven. 23 Therefore the kingdom of
heaven is similar to a certain king who
wanted to settle accounts with his ser-
vants. 24 As he began the settling, one ser-
vant was brought to him who owed him
ten thousand talents. 25 But since he had
not the means to repay, his master com-
manded him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and everything that he
had, and payment to be made. 26 So
the servant fell down, bowed down be-
fore him, and said, ‘Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’
27 So the master of that servant, since
he was moved with compassion, released
him and forgave him the debt. 28 But
that servantwent out and found one of his
fellow servants, who owed him one hun-
dred denarii. He grasped him, took him
by the throat, and said, ‘Pay me what you
owe.’ 29 But his fellow servant fell down
and implored him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will repay you.’ 30 But
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the first servant refused. Instead, he went
and threw him into prison until he should
pay himwhat he owed. 31When his fellow
servants saw what had happened, they
were very upset. They came and told their
master everything that had happened. 32

Then that servant’smaster called him, and
said to him, ’Youwicked servant, I forgave
you all that debt because you implored
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow servant, even as I had mercy
on you?’ 34 His master was angry and
handed him over to the torturers until he
would pay all that was owed. 35 So also
my heavenly Father will do to you, if each
of you does not forgive his brother from
your heart.”

18:11 aThe best ancient copies omit the
phrase that appears as v. 11. For the Son
of Man came to save that which was lost.

Chapter 19
1 It came about that when Jesus had
finished these words, he departed from
Galilee, and came to the region of Judea
that is beyond the Jordan River. 2 Great
crowds followed him, and he healed them
there.
3 Pharisees came to him, testing him, say-
ing to him, “Is it lawful for a man to di-
vorce his wife for any cause?” 4 Jesus an-
swered and said, ”Have you not read that
he who made them from the beginning
made them male and female? 5 He who
made them also said, ‘For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and
join to his wife, and the two will become
one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two,
but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one tear apart.” 7

They said to him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give a certificate of di-
vorce and then to send her away?” 8 He
said to them, ”For your hardness of heart
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives,
but from the beginning it was not that
way. 9 I say to you, whoever divorces his
wife, except for sexual immorality, and
marries another, commits adultery; and
the man who marries a woman who is
divorced commits adultery.” 10 The dis-
ciples said to Jesus, “If that is the case
of a man with his wife, it is not good to
marry.” 11 But Jesus said to them, ”Not ev-
eryone can accept this teaching, but only
those who are allowed to accept it. 12

For there are eunuchs who were that way
from their mother’s womb, and there are
eunuchswhoweremade eunuchs bymen,
and there are eunuchs who made them-
selves eunuchs for the sake of the king-
dom of heaven. He who is able to receive
this teaching, let him receive it.”

13 Then some little children were brought
to him so that he would lay his hands on
them and pray, but the disciples rebuked
them. 14 But Jesus said, “Permit the little
children, and do not forbid them to come
to me, for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such ones.” 15 He placed his hands on
the children, and then hewent away from
there.

16 Behold, a man came to Jesus and said,
“Teacher, what good thing must I do that
I may have eternal life?” 17 Jesus said to
him, “Why do you ask me about what is
good? Only one is good, but if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments.”
18 Theman said to him, “Which command-
ments?” Jesus said, ”Do not kill, do not
commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear
false witness, 19 honor your father and
your mother, and love your neighbor as
yourself.” 20 The young man said to him,
“All these things I have obeyed. What do
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I still need?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you
wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have,
and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, followme.”
22 But when the youngman heard what Je-
sus said, he went away sorrowful, for he
had many possessions.
23 Jesus said to his disciples, ”Truly I say to
you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you,
it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to en-
ter into the kingdom of God.” 25 When the
disciples heard it, they were very aston-
ished and said, “Who then can be saved?”
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With
people this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.” 27 Then Peter an-
swered and said to him, “See, we have left
everything and followed you. What then
will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them,
”Truly I say to you, in the new age when
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne,
you who have followed me will also sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. 29 Every one who has left
houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother,
children, or land for my name’s sake, will
receive one hundred times as much and
will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who
are first will be last, and the last will be
first.

Chapter 20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard.
2 After he had agreedwith theworkers for
one denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3 He went out again about the
third hour and saw other workers stand-
ing idle in the marketplace. 4 To them
he said, ‘You also, go into the vineyard,

and whatever is right I will give you.’ So
they went to work. 5 Again he went
out about the sixth hour and again the
ninth hour, and did the same. 6 Once
more about the eleventh hour he went
out and found others standing idle. He
said to them, ‘Why do you stand here
idle all the day long?’ 7 They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He
said to them, ‘You also go into the vine-
yard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call
the workers and pay them their wages,
beginning from the last to the first.’ 9

When the workers who had been hired at
the eleventh hour came, each of them re-
ceived a denarius. 10 When the first work-
ers came, they thought that they would
receive more, but they also received one
denarius each. 11 When they received
their wages, they complained about the
landowner. 12 They said, ‘These last work-
ers have spent only one hour in work, but
you have made them equal to us, we who
have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ 13 But the owner an-
swered and said to one of them, ’Friend, I
do you no wrong. Did you not agree with
me for one denarius? 14 Take what be-
longs to you and go your way. I choose
to give to these last hired workers just the
same as to you. 15 Do I not have the right
to do as I want with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am gener-
ous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the
first last.” a

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he
took the twelve aside, and on the way he
said to them, 18 ”See, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
delivered to the chief priests and scribes.
They will condemn him to death 19 and
will deliver him to the Gentiles for them
to mock, to flog, and to crucify him. But
on the third day he will be raised up.”
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20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee
came to Jesus with her sons. She bowed
downbefore himand asked for something
from him. 21 Jesus said to her, “What do
you wish?” She said to him, “Command
that thesemy two sonsmay sit, one at your
right hand and one at your left hand, in
your kingdom.” 22 But Jesus answered
and said, “You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I
amabout to drink?” They said to him, “We
are able.” 23 He said to them, “My cup you
will indeed drink. But to sit at my right
hand and at my left hand is not mine to
give, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared by my Father.” 24 When
the other ten disciples heard this, they
were very angrywith the two brothers. 25

But Jesus called them to himself and said,
”You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
subjugate them, and their important men
exercise authority over them. 26 But it
must not be this way among you. Instead,
whoever wishes to become great among
youmust be your servant, 27 andwhoever
wishes to be first among youmust be your
servant, 28 just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

29 As they went out from Jericho, a great
crowd followed him. 30 There were two
blind men sitting by the road. When
they heard that Jesus was passing by, they
shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy
onus.” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling
them to be quiet, but they cried out even
more loudly, “Lord, Son of David, have
mercy on us.” 32 Then Jesus stood still
and called to them and said, “What do
you wish me to do for you?” 33 They
said to him, “Lord, that our eyes may be
opened.” 34 Then Jesus, being moved with
compassion, touched their eyes. Imme-
diately they received their sight and fol-
lowed him.

20:16 aThe best ancient copies omit “Many
are called, but few are chosen.”

Chapter 21
1 As Jesus and his disciples approached
Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disci-
ples, 2 saying to them, ”Go into the next vil-
lage, and you will immediately find a don-
key tied up there, and a colt with her. Un-
tie themand bring them tome. 3 If anyone
says anything to you about that, you will
say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and that
person will immediately send them with
you.” 4 Now this came about that what
was spoken through the prophet might be
fulfilled. He said,

5 ”Tell the daughter of Zion,

’See, your King is coming to you,

Humble and riding on a donkey—

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
6 Then the disciples went and did just
as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and put
their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat upon
the cloaks. 8 Most of the crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them
in the road. 9 Then the crowds that went
before Jesus and those that followed him
were shouting,

”Hosanna to the son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!”
10 When Jesus had come into Jerusalem,
all the city was stirred and said, “Who
is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This
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is Jesus the prophet from Nazareth in
Galilee.”
12 Then Jesus entered the temple. He cast
out all those who bought and sold in the
temple, and turned over the tables of the
money changers and the seats of those
who sold doves. 13 He said to them, “It is
written, ‘My house will be called a house
of prayer,’ but you make it a den of rob-
bers.” 14 Then the blind and the lame
came to him in the temple, and he healed
them. 15 But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the marvelous things
that he did, and when they heard the chil-
dren shouting in the temple and saying,
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they be-
came very angry. 16 They said to him, “Do
you hear what these people are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes! But have you
never read, ‘Out of the mouths of babes
and nursing infants you have perfected
praise’?” 17 Then Jesus left them and went
out of the city to Bethany and spent the
night there.
18 Now in the morning as he returned to
the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig
tree along the roadside, he went to it and
found nothing on it except leaves. He said
to it, “May there be no fruit from you ever
again,” and immediately the fig tree with-
ered. 20 When the disciples saw it, they
marveled and said, “How did the fig tree
immediately wither away?” 21 Jesus an-
swered and said to them, ”Truly I say to
you, if you have faith and do not doubt,
you will not only do what was done to this
fig tree, but youwill even say to thismoun-
tain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’
and it will be done. 22 Whatever you ask
for in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
23 When Jesus had come into the temple,
the chief priests and the elders of the peo-
ple came to him as he was teaching and
said, “By what authority do you do these
things, and who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered and said to them, ”I also
will ask you one question. If you tell me, I
will tell you by what authority I do these
things. 25 The baptism of John—from
where did it come? From heaven or from
men?” They discussed among themselves,
saying, ”If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Frommen,’ we fear
the crowd, because they all view John as
a prophet.” 27 Then they answered Jesus
and said, “We do not know.” He also said
to them, ”Neitherwill I tell you bywhat au-
thority I do these things. 28 But what do
you think? A man had two sons. He went
to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today
in the vineyard.’ 29 The son answered and
said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed
his mind and went. 30 Then the man went
to the second son and said the same thing.
He answered and said, ‘I will go, sir,’ but
he did not go. 31 Which of the two sons
did his father’s will?” They said, “The first
one.” Jesus said to them, ”Truly I say to
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
will enter the kingdom of God before you
do. 32 For John came to you in the way
of righteousness, but you did not believe
him. But the tax collectors and the prosti-
tutes believed him. But you, even when
you saw this, you did not repent after-
ward and believe him.

33 Listen to another parable. There was a
man, a landowner. He planted a vineyard,
set a hedge about it, dug a winepress in
it, built a watchtower, and rented it out to
vine growers. Then he went into another
country. 34 When the time of the fruit har-
vest approached, he sent some servants to
the vine growers to get his fruit. 35 But the
vine growers took his servants, beat one,
killed another, and stoned still another.
36 Again, the owner sent other servants,
more than the first, but the vine growers
treated them in the same way. 37 After
that, the owner sent his own son to them,
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saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But
when the vine growers saw the son, they
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and take over the
inheritance.’ 39 So they took him, threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those vine grow-
ers?” 41 They said to him, “He will destroy
those miserable men in the most severe
way, and will then rent out the vineyard
to other vine growers, men who will give
himhis share of crops at the harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, ”Did you never read
in the scriptures,

’The stone which the builders rejected

has been made the cornerstone.

This was from the Lord,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and
will be given to a nation that produces its
fruits. 44 Whoever falls on this stone will
be broken to pieces. But anyone on whom
it falls will be crushed.” 45 When the chief
priests and the Pharisees heard his para-
bles, they understood he was speaking
about them. 46 Seeking to arrest him, they
were afraid of the crowd, because the peo-
ple regarded him as a prophet.

Chapter 22
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables,
saying, 2 ”The kingdom of heaven is like
a certain king who prepared a marriage
feast for his son. 3 He sent out his servants
to call thosewho had been invited to come
to the marriage feast, but they would not
come. 4 Again the king sent other ser-
vants, saying, ‘Tell them who are invited,
“See, I have preparedmy dinner. My oxen
and fattened calves have been killed, and

all things are ready. Come to the mar-
riage feast.” ’ 5 But they paid no attention
and went away, one to his farm, another
to his business. 6 The others seized the
king’s servants, treated them shamefully,
and killed them. 7 The kingwas angry and
he sent his soldiers, and they killed those
murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then
he said to his servants, ’The wedding is
ready, but those who were invited were
not worthy. 9 Therefore go to the highway
crossings and invite asmany people to the
marriage feast as you can find.’ 10 The ser-
vants went out to the highways and gath-
ered together all the people they found,
both bad and good. So the wedding hall
was filled with guests. 11 But when the
king came in to look at the guests, he saw a
man there who was not wearing wedding
clothes. 12 The king said to him, ‘Friend,
how did you come in here without wed-
ding clothes?’ But the man was speech-
less. 13 Then the king said to the servants,
‘Bind this man hand and foot, and throw
him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and the grinding of teeth.’
14 For many people are called, but few are
chosen.”

15 Then the Pharisees went and planned
how they might entrap Jesus in his own
talk. 16 Then they sent to him their disci-
ples, together with the Herodians. They
said to Jesus, ”Teacher, we know that you
are truthful, and that you teach God’s way
in truth. You care for no one’s opinion,
and you do not show partiality between
people. 17 So tell us, what do you think?
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus understood their wickedness
and said, ”Why are you testing me, you
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the
tax.” Then they brought a denarius to him.
20 Jesus said to them, “Whose image and
name are these?” 21 They said to him,
“Caesar’s.” Then Jesus said to them, “Then
give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
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and to God the things that are God’s.” 22

When they heard it, they marveled. Then
they left him and went away.

23 On that day some Sadducees, who
say there is no resurrection, came to
him. They asked him, 24 saying, ”Teacher,
Moses said, ’If a man dies, having no chil-
dren, his brothermustmarry his wife and
have children for his brother. 25 There
were seven brothers. The first married
and then died. Having left no children, he
left his wife to his brother. 26 Then the sec-
ond brother did the same thing, then the
third, all the way to the seventh brother.
27 After them all, the woman died. 28 Now
in the resurrection, whose wife will she
be of the seven brothers? For they all
had married her.” 29 But Jesus answered
and said to them, ”You are mistaken, be-
cause you do not know the scriptures or
the power of God. 30 For in the resurrec-
tion they neither marry nor are given in
marriage. Instead, they are like angels in
heaven. 31 But concerning the resurrec-
tion of the dead, have you not read what
was spoken to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of
the dead, but of the living.” 33 When the
crowds heard this, they were astonished
at his teaching.

34 But when the Pharisees heard that Je-
sus had silenced the Sadducees, they gath-
ered themselves together. 35 One of them,
a lawyer, asked him a question, testing
him— 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said
to him, ”‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, andwith all
your mind.’ 38 This is the great and first
commandment. 39 And a second com-
mandment is like it—’Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.’ 40 On these two com-
mandments depend the whole law and
the prophets.”

41 Nowwhile the Pharisees were still gath-
ered together, Jesus asked them a ques-
tion. 42 He said, “What do you think about
the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “The son of David.” 43 Jesus said to
them, ”How then does David in the Spirit
call him Lord, saying,

44 ’The Lord said to my Lord,

”Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your foot-
stool”’?
45 If David then calls the Christ ‘Lord,’ how
is he David’s son?” 46 No one was able to
answer him a word, and no man dared
ask him anymore questions from that day
on.

Chapter 23
1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to
his disciples. 2 He said, ”The scribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 There-
fore whatever they command you to do,
do these things and observe them. But do
not imitate their deeds, for they say things
but then do not do them. 4 Yes, they
bind heavy burdens that are difficult to
carry, and then they put them on people’s
shoulders. But they themselves will not
move a finger to carry them. 5 They do
all their deeds to be seen by people. For
they make their phylacteries wide, and
they enlarge the edges of their garments.
6 They love the chief places at feasts and
the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and
special greetings in themarketplaces, and
to be called ‘Rabbi’ by people. 8 But you
must not be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have
only one teacher, and all you are broth-
ers. 9 And call no man on earth your fa-
ther, for you have only one Father, and he
is in heaven. 10 Neithermust you be called
‘teacher,’ for you have only one teacher,
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the Christ. 11 But he who is greatest
among you will be your servant. 12 Who-
ever exalts himself will be humbled, and
whoever humbles himselfwill be exalted.
13 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of
heaven against people. For you do not en-
ter it yourselves, and neither do you al-
low those about to enter to do so. 14a 15

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you go over sea and land to
make one convert, and when he has be-
come one, you make him twice as much
a son of hell as you.
16 Woe to you, you blind guides, you who
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is
nothing. But whoever swears by the gold
of the temple, he is bound to his oath.’ 17

You blind fools! Which is greater, the gold
or the temple that makes the gold holy?
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is
nothing. But whoever swears by the gift
that is on it, he is bound to his oath.’ 19

You blind people! Which is greater, the
gift or the altar that makes the gift holy?
20 Therefore, he who swears by the altar,
swears by it andby everything on it. 21 The
one who swears by the temple, swears by
it and by the one who lives in it, 22 and the
one who swears by heaven, swears by the
throne of God and by him who sits on it.
23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, but you have left undone the
weightier matters of the law—justice and
mercy and faith. But these you ought to
have done and not to have left the other
undone. 24 You blind guides, you who
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!
25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you clean the outside of the
cup and of the plate, but inside they are
full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You
blind Pharisee! Clean first the inside of
the cup and of the plate, so that the out-

side may become clean also.
27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you are like whitewashed
tombs, which on the outside look beau-
tiful, but on the inside are full of dead
men’s bones and everything unclean. 28

In the same way, you also outwardly ap-
pear righteous to men, but on the inside
you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
29 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you build the tombs of the
prophets and decorate the tombs of the
righteous. 30 You say, ‘If we had lived in
the days of our fathers, wewould not have
been participants with them in shedding
the blood of the prophets.’ 31 Therefore
you testify against yourselves that you are
sons of those who killed the prophets. 32

You also fill up the measure of your fa-
thers. 33 You serpents, you offspring of
vipers, how will you escape the judgment
of hell? 34 Therefore, see, I am sending
you prophets and wise men and scribes.
Some of them you will kill and crucify;
and some you will whip in your syna-
gogues and drive them out from city to
city. 35 The result is that upon you will
come all the righteous blood that has been
shed on the earth, from the blood of righ-
teous Abel, to the blood of Zechariah son
of Barachiah, whom you killed between
the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly I say
to you, all these thingswill come upon this
generation.
37 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the
prophets and stone those who are sent to
you! How often did I long to gather your
children together, just as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were
notwilling! 38 See, your house is left to you
desolate. 39 For I say to you, You will not
seeme fromnowonuntil you say, ‘Blessed
is hewho comes in the name of the Lord.’”
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23:14 aThe best ancient copies omit verse
14 (some copies add the verse after verse
12). Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you devour widows’ houses,
while you make a show of long prayers.
You will therefore receive greater condem-
nation.

Chapter 24
1 Jesus went out from the temple and was
going on his way. His disciples came to
him to point out to him the buildings of
the temple. 2 But he answered and said
to them, “Do you not see all these things?
Truly I say to you, not one stonewill be left
on another that will not be torn down.”
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately and said,
“Tell us, when will these things happen?
What will be the sign of your coming and
of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus answered
and said to them, ”Be careful that no one
leads you astray. 5 For many will come in
my name. They will say, ‘I am the Christ,’
andwill leadmany astray. 6 Youwill hear
of wars and reports of wars. See that you
are not troubled, for these things must
happen; but the end is not yet. 7 For na-
tion will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be famines
and earthquakes in various places. 8 But
all these things are only the beginning of
birth pains. 9 Then they will deliver you
up to tribulation and kill you. You will
be hated by all the nations for my name’s
sake. 10 Then many will stumble, and be-
tray one another and hate one another.
11 Many false prophets will rise up and
lead many astray. 12 Because iniquity
will be multiplied, the love of many will
grow cold. 13 But the one who endures
to the end will be saved. 14 This gospel
of the kingdom will be preached in the

whole world as a testimony to all the na-
tions. Then the end will come.

15 Therefore, when you see the abomina-
tion of desolation, whichwas spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy
place” (let the reader understand), 16 ”let
those who are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains, 17 let himwho is on the housetop not
go down to take anything out of his house,
18 and let him who is in the field not re-
turn to take his cloak. 19 But woe to those
who are with child and to those who are
nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that
your flight will not occur in the winter or
on a Sabbath. 21 For there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been from the
beginning of the world until now, no, nor
everwill be again. 22 Unless those days are
shortened, no flesh would be saved. But
for the sake of the elect, those days will
be shortened. 23 Then if anyone says to
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There
is the Christ!’ do not believe it. 24 For false
Christs and false prophets will come and
show great signs and wonders, so as to
lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25

See, I have told you ahead of time. 26

Therefore, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is
in the wilderness,’ do not go out to the
wilderness. Or, ‘See, he is in the inner
rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the light-
ning shines out from the east and flashes
all the way to the west, so will be the com-
ing of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever a dead
animal is, there the vultures will gather.

29 But immediately after the tribulation of
those days the sun will be darkened, the
moon will not give its light, the stars will
fall from the sky, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the
sign of the Son of Man will appear in the
sky, and all the tribes of the earth will
mourn. They will see the Son of Man com-
ing on the clouds of the sky with power
and great glory. 31 He will send his an-
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gels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
theywill gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of the sky to the
other.

32 Learn a lesson from the fig tree. As
soon as the branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that sum-
mer is near. 33 So also, when you see
all these things, you should know that he
is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly I
say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all of these things will have
happened. 35 Heaven and the earth will
pass away, but my words will never pass
away. 36 But concerning that day and
hour no one knows, not even the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fa-
ther. 37 As the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38

For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving inmarriage until the day that Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they knew noth-
ing until the flood came and took them all
away—so will be the coming of the Son
of Man. 40 Then two men will be in a
field—one will be taken, and one will be
left. 41 Two women will be grinding with
a mill—one will be taken, and one will
be left. 42 Therefore be on your guard,
for you do not know on what day your
Lord will come. 43 But know this, that
if the master of the house had known in
what time of night the thief was coming,
he would have been on guard and would
not have allowed his house to be broken
into. 44 Therefore you must also be ready,
for the Son of Man will come at an hour
that you do not expect.

45 So who is the faithful and wise ser-
vant whom his master has set over his
household in order to give them their food
at the right time? 46 Blessed is that ser-
vant whom his master will find doing that
when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you that

the master will set him over everything
that he owns. 48 But if an evil servant
says in his heart, ‘My master has been
delayed,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow
servants, and eats and drinks with drunk-
ards; 50 then the master of that servant
will come on a day that the servant does
not expect and at an hour that he does not
know. 51 His master will cut him in pieces
and make his fate the same as that of the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth.

Chapter 25
1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like
ten virginswho took their lamps andwent
to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them
were foolish and five were wise. 3 For
when the foolish virgins took their lamps,
they did not take any oil with them. 4

But the wise virgins took containers of oil
along with their lamps. 5 Now while
the bridegroom was delayed, they all got
sleepy and slept. 6 But at midnight there
was a cry, ‘Look, the bridegroom! Go out
and meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins
rose up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil because our lamps are going out.’
9 But the wise answered and said, ‘Since
there will not be enough for us and you,
go instead to those who sell and buy some
for yourselves.’ 10 While they went away
to buy, the bridegroom came, and those
whowere readywentwith him to themar-
riage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Af-
terward the other virgins also came and
said, ‘Master, master, open for us.’ 12 But
he answered and said, ‘Truly I say to you,
I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for
you do not know the day or the hour.
14 For it is likewhen amanwas about to go
into another country. He called his own
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servants and gave over to themhiswealth.
15 To one of them he gave five talents, to
another he gave two, and to yet another
he gave one talent. Each one received an
amount according to his own ability, and
that man went on his journey. 16 The one
who received the five talents went at once
and invested them andmade another five
talents. 17 Likewise the one who had re-
ceived two talents made another two. 18

But the servant who had received one tal-
ent went away, dug a hole in the ground,
and hid his master’s money. 19 Now af-
ter a long time the master of those ser-
vants cameback and settled accountswith
them. 20 The servant who had received
five talents came and he brought another
five talents. He said, ‘Master, you gave
me five talents. See, I have made five tal-
entsmore.’ 21Hismaster said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful over a few things. I will put
you in charge over many things. Enter
into the joy of your master.’ 22 The ser-
vant who had received two talents came
and said, ‘Master, you gaveme two talents.
See, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful
over a few things. I will put you in charge
over many things. Enter into the joy of
your master.’ 24 Then the servant who
had received one talent came and said,
’Master, I know that you are a strict man.
You reap where you did not sow, and you
harvest where you did not scatter. 25 I was
afraid, so I went away and hid your talent
in the ground. See, you have herewhat be-
longs to you.’ 26 But his master answered
and said to him, ’You wicked and lazy ser-
vant, you knew that I reap where I have
not sowed and harvest where I have not
scattered. 27 Therefore you should have
given my money to the bankers, and at
my coming Iwouldhave receivedbackmy
ownwith interest. 28 Therefore take away

the talent from him and give it to the ser-
vant who has ten talents. 29 For to every-
one who possesses, more will be given—
even more abundantly. But from anyone
who does not possess anything, evenwhat
he does have will be taken away. 30 Throw
the worthless servant into the outer dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth.’

31 When the Son ofMan comes in his glory
andall the angelswith him, thenhewill sit
on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will
be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate the people one from another, as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33 He will place the sheep on his
right hand, but the goats on his left. 34

Then the Kingwill say to those on his right
hand, ’Come, you who have been blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave
me food; I was thirsty and you gave me a
drink; Iwas a stranger and you tookme in;
36 I was naked and you clothed me; I was
sick and you cared for me; I was in prison
and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righ-
teous will answer and say, ’Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you? Or
thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did
we see you a stranger and take you in? Or
naked and clothe you? 39When didwe see
you sick or in prison and come to you?’
40 Then the King will answer and say to
them, ‘Truly I say to you, what you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did it for me.’ 41 Then he will say to
those on his left hand, ’Depart from me,
you cursed, into the eternal fire that has
been prepared for the devil and his angels,
42 because I was hungry, but you did not
giveme food; I was thirsty, but you did not
give me a drink; 43 I was a stranger, but
you did not takeme in; naked, but you did
not clothe me; sick and in prison, but you
did not care for me.’ 44 Then they will
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also answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger,
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
serve you?’ 45 Then he will answer them
and say, ‘Truly I say to you, what you did
not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’ 46 These will go away into
eternal punishment but the righteous into
eternal life.”

Chapter 26
1 It came about that when Jesus had fin-
ished all these words, he said to his disci-
ples, 2 “You know that after two days the
Passover is coming, and the Son of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified.” 3

Then the chief priests and the elders of
the people were gathered together in the
palace of the high priest, who was named
Caiaphas. 4 They plotted together to arrest
Jesus stealthily and kill him. 5 For they
were saying, “Not during the feast, so that
a riot does not arise among the people.”
6 Now while Jesus was in Bethany in the
house of Simon the leper, 7 as he was re-
clining at table, awoman came to himhav-
ing an alabaster jar of very expensive oint-
ment, and she poured it upon his head. 8

Butwhen his disciples saw it, they became
angry and said, ”What is the reason for
this waste? 9 This could have been sold
for a large amount and given to the poor.”
10 But Jesus, knowing this, said to them,
”Why are you troubling this woman? For
she has done a beautiful thing for me. 11

You always have the poor with you, but
youwill not always haveme. 12 For when
she poured this ointment on my body, she
did it for my burial. 13 Truly I say to you,
wherever this gospel is preached in the
whole world, what this woman has done
will also be spoken of in memory of her.”
14 Then one of the twelve, whowas named

Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15

and said, “What are youwilling to giveme
to deliver him to you?” They weighed out
thirty pieces of silver for him. 16 From that
moment he sought an opportunity to de-
liver him to them.
17 Now on the first day of unleavened
bread the disciples came to Jesus and said,
“Where do you want us to prepare for you
to eat the Passover meal?” 18 He said,
“Go into the city to a certain man and say
to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is at
hand. I will keep the Passover at your
house with my disciples.” ’ ” 19 The disci-
ples did as Jesus directed them, and they
prepared the Passover meal.
20 When evening came, he sat down to
eat with the twelve disciples. 21 As they
were eating, he said, “Truly I say to you
that one of you will betray me.” 22 They
were very sorrowful, and each one began
to ask him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He an-
swered, ”The one who dips his hand with
me in the dish is the one who will betray
me. 24 The Son of Man will go, just as it is
written about him. But woe to that man
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would be better for that man if he had not
been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray
him said, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him,
“You have said it yourself.”
26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed it, and broke it. He gave it to the
disciples and said, “Take, eat. This is my
body.” 27 He took a cup and gave thanks,
and gave it to them and said, ”Drink it,
all of you. 28 For this is my blood of the
covenant that is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you,
I will not drink again of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Je-
sus said to them, ”All of you will fall away
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tonight because of me, for it is written,

’I will strike the shepherd

and the sheep of the flock will be scat-
tered.’
32 But after I am raised up, I will go ahead
of you into Galilee.”
33 But Peter said to him, “Even if all fall
away because of you, I will never fall
away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I say
to you, this very night before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” 35

Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with
you, I will not deny you.” All the other dis-
ciples said the same thing.
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place
called Gethsemane and said to his disci-
ples, “Sit here while I go over there and
pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons
of Zebedeewith him and began to become
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to
them, “My soul is deeply sorrowful, even
to death. Remain here and watch with
me.” 39 Hewent a little farther, fell on his
face, and prayed. He said, “My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet,
not as I will, but as you will.” 40 He came
to the disciples and found them sleeping,
and he said to Peter, ”What, could you not
watchwithme for one hour? 41Watch and
pray that you do not enter into temptation.
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak.” 42 He went away a second time
and prayed. He said, “My Father, if this
cannot pass away unless I drink it, your
will be done.” 43 He came again and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
44 So leaving them again, he went away
and prayed a third time, saying the same
words. 45 Then Jesus came to the disci-
ples and said to them, ”Are you still sleep-
ing and taking your rest? Look, the hour
is at hand, and the Son of Man is being be-
trayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Arise,
let us go. Look, the one who is betraying

me is near.”

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one
of the twelve, came. A large crowd came
with him from the chief priests and elders
of the people. They camewith swords and
clubs. 48 Now the man who was going to
betray Jesus had given them a signal, say-
ing, “Whomever I kiss, he is the one. Seize
him.” 49 Immediately he came up to Je-
sus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and he
kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend,
do what you have come to do.” Then
they came, laid hands on Jesus, and seized
him. 51 Behold, one of those who was
with Jesus stretched out his hand, drew
his sword, and struck the servant of the
high priest, and cut off his ear. 52 Then
Jesus said to him, ”Put your sword back
in its place, for all those who take up the
sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you
think that I could not call uponmy Father,
and he would send me more than twelve
legions of angels? 54 But how then would
the scriptures be fulfilled, that this must
happen?” 55 At that time Jesus said to the
crowd, ”Have you come out with swords
and clubs to seize me like a robber? I sat
daily in the temple teaching, and you did
not arrest me. 56 But all this has happened
so that the writings of the prophets might
be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him
and fled.

57 Those who had seized Jesus led him
away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders had gathered
together. 58 But Peter followed him from
a distance to the courtyard of the high
priest. He went inside and sat down with
the guards to see the outcome. 59 Now the
chief priests and the whole council were
looking for false testimony against Jesus,
so that they might put him to death. 60

They did not find any, even though many
false witnesses came forward. But later
two came forward 61 and said, “This man
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said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of
God and rebuild it in three days.’ ” 62

The high priest stood up and said to him,
“Do you have no answer? What is it that
they are testifying against you?” 63 But
Jesus was silent. The high priest said to
him, “I command you by the living God,
tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son
of God.” 64 Jesus replied to him, “You have
said it yourself. But I tell you, from now
on you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of Power, and coming on
the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high
priest tore his clothes and said, ”He has
spoken blasphemy! Why do we still need
witnesses? Look, now you have heard
the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?”
They answered and said, “He is worthy of
death.” 67 Then they spit in his face and
beat him, and struck him with the palms
of their hands, 68 and said, “Prophesy to
us, you Christ. Who is it that struck you?”

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the
courtyard, and a servant girl came to him
and said, “You were also with Jesus of
Galilee.” 70 But he denied it in front of
them all, saying, “I do not know what you
are talking about.” 71 When he went out
to the gateway, another servant girl saw
him and said to those there, “This man
was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 He
again denied it with an oath, “I do not
know the man!” 73 After a little while
those who were standing by came and
said to Peter, “Surely you are also one of
them, for the way you speak gives you
away.” 74 Then he began to curse and
swear, “I do not know the man,” and im-
mediately a rooster crowed. 75 Peter re-
membered the words that Jesus had said,
“Before the rooster crows you will deny
me three times.” Then he went outside
and wept bitterly.

Chapter 27
1 Now when morning came, all the chief
priests and elders of the people plotted
against Jesus to put him to death. 2 They
bound him, led him away, and delivered
him to Pilate the governor.
3 Thenwhen Judas, whohadbetrayedhim,
saw that Jesus had been condemned, he
repented and returned the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4
and said, “I have sinned by betraying in-
nocent blood.” But they said, “What is
that to us? See to that yourself.” 5 Then
he threw down the pieces of silver in the
temple, and departed, and went out and
hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took
the pieces of silver and said, “It is not law-
ful to put this into the treasury, because
it is the price of blood.” 7 They discussed
the matter together and with the money
bought the potter’s field in which to bury
strangers. 8 For this reason that field has
been called, “The Field of Blood” to this
day. 9 Then that which had been spoken
by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, say-
ing, ”They took the thirty pieces of silver,
the price set on himby the people of Israel,
10 and they gave it for the potter’s field, as
the Lord had directed me.”
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor,
and the governor asked him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered
him, “You say so.” 12 But when he was
accused by the chief priests and elders,
he answered nothing. 13 Then Pilate said
to him, “Do you not hear all the charges
against you?” 14 But he did not answer
even one word, so that the governor was
greatly amazed. 15 Now at the feast it was
the custom of the governor to release one
prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that
time they had a notorious prisoner named
Barabbas. 17 So when they were gath-
ered together, Pilate said to them, “Who
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do youwantme to release for you? Barab-
bas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 He
knew that they had handed Jesus over to
him because of envy. 19 While he was sit-
ting on the judgment seat, his wife sent
word to him and said, “Have nothing to
do with that innocent man. For I have suf-
fered much today because of a dream I
had about him.” 20 Now the chief priests
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask
for Barabbas, and have Jesus killed. 21 The
governor asked them, “Which of the two
do you want me to release to you?” They
said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them,
“What should I do with Jesus who is called
Christ?” They all answered, “Crucify him.”
23 Then he said, “Why, what crime has he
done?” But they cried out even louder,
“Crucify him.” 24 So when Pilate saw that
he could not do anything, but instead a
riot was starting, he took water, washed
his hands in front of the crowd, and said,
“I am innocent of the blood of this inno-
cent man. See to it yourselves.” 25 All
the people said, “May his blood be on us
and our children.” 26 Then he released
Barabbas to them, but he scourged Jesus
and handed him over to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the government headquarters
and gathered the whole company of sol-
diers. 28 They stripped him and put a scar-
let robe on him. 29 They made a crown of
thorns and put it on his head, and placed
a staff in his right hand. They knelt down
before him andmocked him, saying, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him,
and they took the staff and struck him on
the head again and again. 31 When they
had mocked him, they took the robe off
him and put his own garments on him,
and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found a man
from Cyrene named Simon, whom they
forced to go with them so that he might

carry his cross. 33 They came to a place
called Golgotha, which means “The Place
of a Skull.” 34 They gave himwine to drink
mixed with gall. But when he tasted it, he
would not drink. 35 When they had cruci-
fied him, they divided up his garments by
casting lots, 36 and they sat and kept guard
over him. 37 Above his head they put the
charge against him, which read “This is
Jesus, the king of the Jews.” 38 Two rob-
bers were crucified with him, one on the
right of him and one on the left. 39 Those
who passed by insulted him, shaking their
heads 40 and saying, “You who were go-
ing to destroy the temple and rebuild it in
three days, save yourself! If you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross!”
41 In the same way the chief priests were
mocking him, along with the scribes and
elders, and said, 42 ”He saved others, but
he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel. Let him come down off the cross,
and then we will believe in him. 43 He
trusts in God, let God rescue him now, if
God consents to release him. For he even
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same
way the robbers who were crucified with
him also spoke insults to him.

45 Now from the sixth hour darkness came
over the whole land until the ninth hour.
46 About the ninth hour, Jesus cried with
a loud voice and said, “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?” which means, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47

When some of those who were standing
there heard it, they said, “He is calling for
Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine,
put it on a reed staff, and gave it to him to
drink. 49 The rest of them said, “Leave him
alone. Let us see whether Elijah comes to
save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried out again
with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 51

Behold, the curtain of the temple was split
in two from the top to the bottom, and
the earth shook, and the rocks split apart.
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52 The tombs were opened, and the bod-
ies of many godly people who had fallen
asleep were raised. 53 They came out of
the tombs after his resurrection, entered
the holy city, and appeared to many. 54

Now when the centurion and those who
were watching Jesus saw the earthquake
and the things that had happened, they
became very afraid and said, “Truly this
was the Son of God.” 55 Many women who
had followed Jesus from Galilee to care
for him were there looking on from a dis-
tance. 56 Among them were Mary Mag-
dalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joseph, and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

57 When it was evening, there came a rich
man fromArimathea, named Joseph, who
was also a disciple of Jesus. 58 He ap-
proached Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given
to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped
it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in
his own new tomb that he had cut into the
rock. Then he rolled a large stone against
the door of the tomb and went away. 61

MaryMagdalene and the otherMarywere
there, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, which was the day after
the Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees were gathered together with Pi-
late. 63 They said, ”Sir, we remember that
when that deceiver was alive, he said, ‘Af-
ter three days will I rise again.’ 64 There-
fore command that the tomb be made se-
cure until the third day, otherwise his dis-
ciples may come and steal him and say to
the people, ‘He has risen from the dead
ones,’ and the last deceptionwill be worse
than thefirst.” 65 Pilate said to them, “Take
a guard. Go and make it as secure as you
can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb
secure, sealing the stone and placing the
guard.

Chapter 28
1 Now late on the Sabbath, as it began to
dawn toward the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
came to see the tomb. 2 Behold, there was
a great earthquake, for an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, came and
rolled away the stone, and sat on it. 3

His appearancewas like lightning, and his
clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards
shook with fear and became like dead
men. 5 The angel addressed the women
and said to them, ”Do not be afraid, for I
know that you seek Jesus, who has been
crucified. 6 He is not here, but is risen, just
as he said. Come see the place where the
Lord lay. 7 Go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has risen from the dead ones. See, he
is going ahead of you to Galilee. There
you will see him.’ See, I have told you.”
8 The women quickly left the tomb with
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his dis-
ciples. 9 Behold, Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” The women came, took hold
of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Je-
sus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go
tellmybrothers to leave for Galilee. There
they will see me.”

11 Now while the women were going, be-
hold, some of the guards went into the
city and told the chief priests all the things
that had happened. 12 When the priests
had met with the elders and discussed
the matter with them, they gave a large
amount of money to the soldiers 13 and
told them, ”Say to others, ‘Jesus’ disciples
came by night and stole his bodywhile we
were sleeping.’ 14 If this report reaches
the governor, we will persuade him and
take any worries away from you.” 15 So
the soldiers took the money and did as
they had been instructed. This report
spreadwidely among the Jews and contin-
ues even today.
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16 But the eleven disciples went to Galilee,
to the mountain to which Jesus had di-
rected them. 17 When they saw him, they
worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 Je-
sus came to them and spoke to them and
said, ”All authority has been given to me
in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations. Bap-
tize them into the name of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach
them to obey all the things that I have com-
manded you. See, I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.”
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Chapter 1
1 This is the beginning of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

”Look, I am sending my messenger be-
fore your face,

the one who will prepare your way.
3 The voice of one calling out in the

wilderness,

’Make ready the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.’”
4 John came, baptizing in the wilderness
and preaching a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole
country of Judea and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. They were
baptized by him in the Jordan River, con-
fessing their sins. 6 John was wearing
a coat of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist, and he was eating lo-
custs and wild honey.
7 He proclaimed, ”Someone is coming af-
ter me who is more powerful than I, and I
am not worthy even to stoop down to un-
tie the strap of his sandals. 8 I baptized
you with water, but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”
9 It happened in those days that Jesus
came from Nazareth in Galilee, and he
was baptized by John in the Jordan River.
10 As Jesus came up out of the water, he
saw the heavens split open and the Spirit
coming down on him like a dove. 11 And
a voice came out of the heavens, “You are
my beloved Son. I am very pleased with
you.”
12 Then the Spirit compelled him to go
out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the

wilderness forty days, being tempted by
Satan. He was with the wild animals, and
the angels served him.
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus
came into Galilee proclaiming the gospel
of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is near. Repent
and believe in the gospel.”
16 And walking beside the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of
Simon casting a net in the sea, for they
were fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them,
“Come, follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they
left the nets and followed him. 19 As
Jesus was walking on a little farther, he
saw James son of Zebedee and John his
brother; they were in the boat mending
the nets. 20 He called them and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired servants, and they followed him.
21 And they came into Capernaum, and
on the Sabbath, Jesus went into the syn-
agogue and taught. 22 They were aston-
ished at his teaching, for he was teaching
them as someone who has authority and
not as the scribes. 23 Just then a man
in their synagogue who had an unclean
spirit cried out, 24 saying, “What do we
have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I knowwho
you are. You are the Holy One of God!”
25 Jesus rebuked the demon and said, “Be
quiet and come out of him!” 26 And the
unclean spirit threw him down and went
out from himwhile crying out with a loud
voice. 27 And all the people were amazed,
so they asked each other, “What is this?
A new teaching with authority? He even
commands the unclean spirits and they
obey him!” 28 And the news about him im-
mediately went out everywhere into the
whole region of Galilee.
29 And after coming out of the synagogue,
they came into the house of Simon andAn-
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drew, along with James and John. 30 Now
Simon’smother-in-lawwas lying sickwith
a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 31

So he came, took her by the hand, and
raised her up; the fever left her, and she
started serving them.

32 That evening, after the sun had set,
they brought to him all who were sick
or possessed by demons. 33 The whole
city gathered together at the door. 34 He
healed many who were sick with various
diseases and cast out many demons, but
he did not allow the demons to speak be-
cause they knew him.

35 He got up very early, while it was still
dark; he left and went out into a solitary
place and there he prayed. 36 Simon and
those who were with him searched for
him. 37 They found him and they said to
him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38

He said, “Let us go elsewhere, out into the
surrounding towns, so that I may preach
there also. That iswhy I came out here.” 39

He went throughout all of Galilee, preach-
ing in their synagogues and casting out
demons.

40 A leper came to him. He was begging
him; he knelt down and said to him, “If
you are willing, you can make me clean.”
41 Moved with compassion, Jesus reached
out his hand and touched him, saying to
him, “I am willing. Be clean.” 42 Imme-
diately the leprosy left him, and he was
made clean. 43 Jesus strictly warned
him and sent him away. 44 He said to
him, “Be sure to say nothing to anyone,
but go, show yourself to the priest, and
offer for your cleansing what Moses com-
manded, as a testimony to them.” 45 But
he went out and began to tell everyone
and spread the word so much that Jesus
could no longer freely enter into any town.
So he stayed out in solitary places and peo-
ple came to him from everywhere.

Chapter 2
1 When he came back to Capernaum after
a few days, it was heard that he was at
home. 2 And somanywere gathered there
that there was no more space, not even
at the door, and Jesus spoke the word to
them. 3 Then somemen came to himwho
were bringing a paralyzed man; four peo-
ple were carrying him. 4 When they could
not get near him because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above where he
was. And when they had dug a hole in it,
they lowered the bed on which the para-
lyzed man lay. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus
said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes
were sitting there, and they reasoned in
their hearts, 7 “How can this man speak
this way? He blasphemes! Who can for-
give sins but God alone?” 8 And Jesus
immediately knew in his spirit what they
were thinking among themselves. He said
to them, ”Why are you thinking this in
your hearts? 9 What is easier to say to the
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven’
or to say ‘Get up, take up your bed, and
walk’? 10 But in order that you may know
that the Son ofMan has authority on earth
to forgive sins,” he said to the paralytic, 11
“I say to you, get up, take up yourmat, and
go to your house.” 12 He got up and im-
mediately took up the mat, and went out
of the house in front of everyone, so that
they were all amazed and they gave glory
to God, and they said, “We never saw any-
thing like this.”
13 He went out again by the lake, and all
the crowd came to him, and he taught
them. 14 As he passed by, he saw Levi son
of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s
tent and he said to him, “Follow me.” He
got up and followed him.
15 And when Jesus was having a meal in
Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sin-
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ful people were dining with Jesus and his
disciples, for there were many and they
followed him. 16 When the scribes, who
were Pharisees, saw that Jesus was eat-
ing with the sinful people and tax collec-
tors, they said to his disciples, “Why does
he eat with tax collectors and sinful peo-
ple?” 17 When Jesus heard this he said
to them, “People who are strong in body
do not need a physician; only people who
are sick need one. I did not come to call
righteous people, but sinful people.”

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were
fasting. And somepeople cameand said to
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the dis-
ciples of the Pharisees fast, but your dis-
ciples do not fast?” 19 Jesus said to them,
”Can the wedding attendants fast while
the bridegroom is still with them? As long
as they have the bridegroom with them,
they cannot fast. 20 But the dayswill come
when the bridegroom will be taken away
from them, and in those days, they will
fast. 21 No man sews a piece of new cloth
on an old garment, otherwise the patch
will tear away from it, the new from the
old, and there will be a worse tear. 22

Noman puts newwine into old wineskins,
otherwise the wine will burst the skins
and both the wine and the wineskins will
be lost. Instead, put new wine into fresh
wineskins.”

23 On the Sabbath day Jesus went through
some grainfields, and his disciples began
to pick heads of grain. 24 And the Phar-
isees said to him, “Look, why are they do-
ing something that is not lawful on the
Sabbath day?” 25 He said to them, ”Have
you never read what David did when he
was in need and hungry—he and the men
who were with him— 26 how he went into
the house of God when Abiathar was high
priest, and ate the bread of the presence,
which it is unlawful for anyone to eat ex-
cept the priests, and he even gave some to

those who were with him?” 27 Jesus said,
”The Sabbath was made for mankind, not
mankind for the Sabbath. 28 Therefore,
the Son of Man is Lord, even of the Sab-
bath.”

Chapter 3
1 And again he walked into the synagogue
and there was a man with a withered
hand. 2 Some people watched him closely
to see if hewould heal him on the Sabbath
so that they could accuse him. 3 Jesus said
to the man with the withered hand, “Get
up and stand here in the middle of every-
one.” 4 Then he said to the people, “Is it
lawful to do good on the Sabbath day or to
do harm; to save a life, or to kill?” But they
were silent. 5 He looked around at them
with anger, and he was grieved by their
hardness of heart, and he said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it
out, and his hand was restored. 6 The
Pharisees went out and immediately be-
gan to plot with the Herodians as to how
they might put him to death.
7 Then Jesus, with his disciples, went to the
sea, and a great crowd of people followed
from Galilee and from Judea 8 and from
Jerusalem and from Idumea and beyond
the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.
When they heard about the things he was
doing, a great crowd came to him. 9 And
he asked his disciples to have a small boat
ready for him because of the crowd, so
that they would not crush him. 10 For he
healedmany, so that everyonewho had af-
flictions eagerly approached him in order
to touch him. 11 Whenever the unclean
spirits saw him, they fell down before him
and cried out, and they said, “You are the
Son of God.” 12 He strictly ordered them
not to make him known.
13 He went up on the mountain, and he
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called for those he wanted, and they came
to him. 14 He appointed the twelve (whom
he named apostles), so that they might
be with him and he might send them to
proclaim the message, 15 and to have au-
thority to cast out demons. 16 And he ap-
pointed the twelve: Simon, to whom he
gave the name Peter; 17 James son of
Zebedee, and John the brother of James, to
whom he gave the name Boanerges, that
is, sons of thunder; 18 and Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James
son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the
Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who would
betray him.

20 Then he went home, and the crowd
came together again, so that they could
not even eat bread. 21 When his fam-
ily heard about it, they went out to seize
him, for they said, “He is out of his
mind.” 22 The scribes who came down
from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed
by Beelzebul,” and, “By the ruler of the
demons he drives out demons.” 23 Je-
sus called them to him and said to them
in parables, ”How can Satan cast out Sa-
tan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against it-
self, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a
house is divided against itself, that house
will not be able to stand. 26 If Satan has
risen up against himself and is divided,
he is not able to stand, but has come to
an end. 27 But no one can enter into the
house of a strong man and steal his be-
longings without tying up the strong man
first, and then he will plunder his house.
28 Truly I say to you, all sins of the sons
of men will be forgiven, even all the blas-
phemies which they utter, 29 but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will
never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin.” 30 Jesus said this because they
were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 Then his mother and his brothers came
and stood outside. They sent for him, sum-

moning him. 32 And a crowd sat around
him and they said to him, “Your mother
and your brothers are outside, and they
are looking for you.” 33 He answered
them, “Who are mymother andmy broth-
ers?” 34 He looked around at those who
were sitting in a circle around him and
said, ”See, here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of
God, that person is my brother, and sister,
and mother.”

Chapter 4
1 Again he began to teach beside the sea.
And a large crowd gathered around him,
so he stepped into a boat in the sea, and
sat down. The whole crowd was beside
the sea on the shore. 2 And he taught
themmany things in parables, and he said
to them in his teaching, 3 ”Listen, the
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he
sowed, some seed fell on the road, and the
birds came and devoured them. 5 Other
seed fell on the rocky ground, where it
did not have much soil. Immediately they
sprang up, because they did not have deep
soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and because they had no root,
they dried up. 7 Other seed fell among
the thorn plants. The thorn plants grew
up and choked them, and they did not
produce any grain. 8 Other seed fell
into good soil and it produced grain while
growing up and increasing, and some
brought forth thirty times as much, and
some sixty, and some a hundred.” 9 Andhe
said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let him
hear!”
10 When Jesus was alone, those who were
close to him and with the twelve asked
himabout the parables. 11He said to them,
”To you is given the mystery of the king-
dom of God. But to those outside every-
thing is in parables,
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12 so that when they look, yes they look,
but do not see,

and so that when they hear, yes they
hear, but do not understand,

or else they would turn and God would
forgive them.”
13 And he said to them, ”Do you not un-
derstand this parable? How then will you
understand all the other parables? 14 The
farmer who sows his seed is the one who
sows the word. 15 Some are the ones that
fall beside the road, where the word was
sown. And when they hear it, Satan im-
mediately comes and takes away theword
that was sown in them. 16 And some are
the ones that are sown on rocky ground,
who, when they hear the word, immedi-
ately receive it with joy. 17 And they have
no root in themselves, but endure for a
short time. Then tribulation or persecu-
tion comes because of the word, and im-
mediately they stumble. 18 And oth-
ers are the ones sown among the thorns.
They hear the word, 19 but the cares of
the world, the deceitfulness of riches, and
the desires of other things enter in and
choke the word, and it becomes unfruit-
ful. 20 Then there are those who are the
ones sown in the good soil. They hear
the word and receive it and produce fruit:
some thirty, and some sixty, and some a
hundred.”
21 Jesus said to them, ”Do you bring a lamp
inside the house to put it under a basket,
or under the bed? You bring it in and you
put it on a lampstand. 22 For nothing is
hidden that will not be known, and noth-
ing is secret that will not come out into
the open. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear!” 24 He said to them, ”Pay atten-
tion to what you hear, for with the mea-
sure with which you measure, you will be
measured, and it will be added to you. 25

Becausewhoever has, to himwill be given
more, andwhoever has not, fromhimwill

be taken away even what he has.”
26 And he said, ”The kingdomof God is like
a man who sows his seed on the ground.
27 He sleeps at night and gets up by day,
and the seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. 28 The earth bears
grain by itself: first the blade, then the
ear, then the mature grain in the ear. 29

Andwhen the grain is ripe he immediately
sends out the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”
30 And he said, ”To what can we compare
the kingdom of God, or what parable can
we use to explain it? 31 It is like a mustard
seed which, when it is sown, is the small-
est of all the seeds on earth. 32 Yet, when
it is sown, it grows and becomes greater
than all the garden plants, and it forms
large branches, so that the birds of heaven
can make their nests in its shade.”
33 With many parables like this he spoke
the word to them, as much as they were
able to understand, 34 and he did not
speak to them without a parable. But
when he was alone, he explained every-
thing to his own disciples.
35 On that day, when evening had come, he
said to them, “Let us go over to the other
side.” 36 So they left the crowd, taking Je-
sus with them, since he was already in
the boat. Other boats were also with him.
37 And a violent windstorm arose and the
waves were breaking into the boat so that
the boat was already full. 38 But Jesus
himself was in the stern, asleep on a cush-
ion. They woke him up, saying, “Teacher,
do you not care that we are about to die?”
39 And, woken up, he rebuked the wind
and said to the sea, “Peace, be still.” And
the wind ceased, and there was a great
calm. 40 And he said to them, “Why are
you afraid? Do you still not have faith?” 41

They were filled with great fear and said
to one another, “Who then is this, because
even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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Chapter 5
1 They came to the other side of the sea, to
the region of the Gerasenes. 2 And imme-
diately when Jesus was getting out of the
boat, a man with an unclean spirit came
to him from the tombs. 3 The man lived
in the tombs. No one could restrain him
anymore, not even with a chain. 4 He
had been bound many times with shack-
les and with chains. He tore the chains
apart and his shackles were shattered. No
one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Ev-
ery night and day in the tombs and in the
mountains, he cried out and cut himself
with sharp stones. 6 When he saw Jesus
from a distance, he ran to him and bowed
down before him. 7 He cried out with a
loud voice, “What do I have to dowith you,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you by God himself, do not torment me.”
8 For he had been saying to him, “Come
out of the man, you unclean spirit.” 9

And he asked him, “What is your name?”
And he answered him, “My name is Le-
gion, for we are many.” 10 He begged him
again and again not to send them out of
the region. 11 Now a great herd of pigs
was there feeding on the hill, 12 and they
begged him, saying, “Send us into the pigs;
let us enter into them.” 13 So he allowed
them; the unclean spirits came out and en-
tered into the pigs, and they rushed down
the steep hill into the sea, and about two
thousand pigs drowned in the sea. 14 And
those who were feeding the pigs fled and
reported what had happened in the city
and in the countryside. Then many peo-
ple went out to see what had happened.
15 Then they came to Jesus and they saw
the demon-possessed man—who had the
Legion—sitting down, dressed, and in his
right mind, and they were afraid. 16

Those who had seen what happened to
the demon-possessedman told themwhat
had happened to him and also concern-

ing the pigs. 17 And they began to beg
him to leave their region. 18 And when
he was getting into the boat, the demon-
possessedman begged him that hemay go
with him. 19 But he did not allow it, but he
said to him, “Go to your house and to your
people, and tell them what the Lord did
for you, and what mercy he gave you.” 20

So he went away and began to proclaim
the great things that Jesus had done for
him in the Decapolis, and everyone was
amazed.

21 And when Jesus had crossed over again
to the other side, in the boat, a great crowd
gathered around him, as he was beside
the sea. 22 And one of the leaders of
the synagogue, named Jairus, came, and
when he saw him, fell at his feet. 23 He
begged again and again, saying, “My little
daughter is near death. I beg you, come
and lay your hands on her that she may
bemadewell and live.” 24 So hewent with
him, and a great crowd followed him and
pressed close around him.

25 Now there was a woman whose blood
had flowed for twelve years. 26 She had
suffered much under the care of many
doctors and had spent everything that she
had, but instead of getting better she grew
worse. 27 She had heard reports about Je-
sus. So she came up behind him when
he was walking in the crowd, and she
touched his cloak. 28 For she said, “If
I touch just his clothes, I will be healed.”
29 When she touched him, the bleeding
stopped, and she felt in her body that
she was healed from her affliction. 30

And immediately Jesus noticed in him-
self that power had gone out from him.
And he turned around in the crowd and
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31

His disciples said to him, “You see this
crowd pressed around you, and you say,
‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 But Jesus looked
around to see who had done it. 33 The
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woman, knowing what had happened to
her, feared and trembled. She came and
fell down before him and told him the
whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well. Go in peace
and be healed from your disease.”
35 While he was speaking, some people
came from the leader of the synagogue,
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why trou-
ble the teacher any longer?” 36 But when
Jesus overheard what they said, he said to
the leader of the synagogue, “Do not be
afraid. Just believe.” 37 He did not permit
anyone to accompany him, except Peter,
James, and John, the brother of James. 38

They came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue and he saw there people mak-
ing a lot of noise; they were weeping and
wailing loudly. 39 When he entered the
house, he said to them, “Why are you up-
set andwhy do youweep? The child is not
dead but sleeps.” 40 They laughed at him.
But he put themall outside and took the fa-
ther of the child and themother and those
whowerewith him, and hewent inwhere
the child was. 41 He took the hand of
the child and said to her, “Talitha koum,”
which is to say, “Little girl, I say to you, get
up.” 42 Immediately the child got up and
walked (for she was twelve years of age).
And they were greatly astonished. 43 He
strictly ordered them that no one should
know about this. And he told them to give
her something to eat.

Chapter 6
1 And he went out from there and came
into his hometown, and his disciples fol-
lowed him. 2 When the Sabbath came,
he taught in the synagogue. Many people
heard him and they were amazed. They
said, “Where did he get these teachings?”
“What is this wisdom that has been given

to him?” “What are these miracles that he
doeswith his hands?” 3 “Is this not the car-
penter, the son of Mary and the brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?
Are his sisters not here with us?” And
they were offended by Jesus. 4 And Je-
sus said to them, “A prophet is not with-
out honor, except in his hometown and
among his own relatives and in his own
household.” 5 He was unable to do any
mighty work, except to lay his hands on a
few sick people and heal them. 6 Their un-
belief amazed him. And he went around
the villages teaching.

7 And he called the twelve and began to
send them out, two by two, and he gave
them authority over the unclean spirits,
8 and he instructed them to take noth-
ing for their journey, except for only a
staff: no bread, no bag, and no money in
their belt, 9 but to wear sandals, and not
to wear two tunics. 10 And he said to
them, ”Whenever you enter a house, stay
there until you leave that place. 11 And
if any town will not receive you or listen
to you, when you leave that place, shake
the dust off your feet as a testimony to
them.” 12 They went out and proclaimed
that people should turn away from their
sins. 13 They cast out many demons, and
anointed many sick people with oil and
healed them.

14 King Herod heard this, for Jesus’ name
had become well known. Some were say-
ing, “John the Baptist had been raised
from the dead ones and because of this,
these miraculous powers are at work in
him.” 15 Some others said, “He is Elijah.”
Still others said, “He is a prophet, like one
of the prophets in ancient times.” 16

But when Herod heard this he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17

For Herod sent to have John arrested and
he had him bound in prison on account
of Herodias (his brother Philip’s wife), be-
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cause he had married her. 18 For John
toldHerod, “It is not lawful for you to have
your brother’s wife.” 19 But Herodias held
on to anger against him andwanted to kill
him, but she could not, 20 for Herod feared
John; he knew that hewas a righteous and
holy man, and he kept him safe. Listen-
ing to him made him greatly upset, yet he
heard him gladly. 21 Then the opportu-
nity came when Herod had his birthday
and hemade a dinner for his officials, and
his commanders, and leaders of Galilee.
22 The daughter of Herodias herself came
in and danced for them, and she pleased
Herod and his dinner guests. The king
said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you
want and Iwill give it to you.” 23He swore
to her saying, “Whatever you ask of me, I
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.”
24 She went out and said to her mother,
“What should I ask him for?” She said,
“The head of John the Baptist.” 25 And im-
mediately she entered with haste to the
king and asked, saying, “I want you to give
me at once, upon a platter, the head of
John the Baptist.” 26 Though this deeply
grieved the king, he could not refuse her
request because of the oath he had made
and because of his dinner guests. 27 So
the king sent a soldier from his guard and
commanded him to bring him John’s head.
The guard went and beheaded him in the
prison. 28 He brought his head on a platter
and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it
to her mother. 29 And his disciples, hear-
ing this, came and took his body and laid
it in a tomb.

30 And the apostles, gathering together
around Jesus, told him all that they had
done and taught. 31 And he said to them,
“Come away by yourselves into a deserted
place and rest a while.” For many were
coming and going, and they did not even
have time to eat. 32 So they went away
in the boat to a deserted place by them-
selves. 33 But they saw them leaving

and many recognized them, and they ran
there together on foot from all the towns,
and they arrived there before them. 34

When they came ashore, he saw a great
crowd andhe had compassion on thembe-
cause theywere like sheepwithout a shep-
herd. And he began to teach them many
things. 35 When the hour was late, his dis-
ciples came to him and said, ”This is a de-
serted place and the hour is already late.
36 Send them away so that they may go
into the nearby countryside and villages
to buy something to eat for themselves.”
37 But he answered and said to them, “You
give them something to eat.” They said
to him, “Can we go and buy two hundred
denarii worth of bread and give it to them
to eat?” 38 He said to them, “How many
loaves do you have? Go and see.” When
they found out, they said, “Five loaves and
two fish.” 39 He commanded all the peo-
ple to sit down in groups upon the green
grass. 40 They sat down in groups; groups
of hundreds and fifties. 41 He took the
five loaves and the two fish, and looking
up to heaven he blessed and broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples to
set before the people. And he divided the
two fish among them all. 42 They all
ate until they were satisfied. 43 They took
up broken pieces of bread, twelve baskets
full, and also pieces of the fish. 44 And
therewere five thousandmenwho ate the
loaves.

45 Immediately he made his disciples get
into the boat and go ahead of him to the
other side, to Bethsaida, while he sent the
crowd away. 46 When they were gone,
he went up the mountain to pray. 47

Evening came, and the boat was now in
themiddle of the sea, and hewas alone on
land. 48 Andhe saw that theywere having
great difficulty as they pulled against the
oars because the wind was against them.
Around the fourth watch of the night he
came to them, walking on the sea, and he
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wanted to pass by them. 49 But when they
saw him walking on the sea, they thought
he was a ghost and cried out, 50 because
they saw him and were terrified. And im-
mediately he spoke to them and said to
them, “Be courageous! It is I! Do not be
afraid!” 51 He got into the boat with them,
and the wind ceased blowing. They were
completely amazed. 52 For they had not
understood what the loaves meant. In-
stead, their hearts were hardened.
53 When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret and anchored the
boat. 54 When they came out of the boat,
they immediately recognized him. 55 And
they ran through the whole region and
began to bring the sick to him on mat-
tresses, wherever they heard he was com-
ing. 56 Wherever he entered into villages,
or cities, or into the country, they would
put the sick in the marketplaces, and they
begged him to just let them touch the edge
of his garment. And as many as touched
him were healed.

Chapter 7
1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes
who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around him. 2 And they saw that some
of his disciples ate bread with hands that
were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat un-
less they wash their hands, because they
hold to the tradition of the elders. 4 When
the Pharisees come from the marketplace,
they do not eat unless they bathe them-
selves. And there are many other rules
which they strictly follow, including the
washing of cups, pots, copper vessels, and
the couches upon which they eat.) 5

The Pharisees and the scribes asked Jesus,
“Whydoyour disciples notwalk according
to the tradition of the elders, for they eat

their breadwith unwashed hands?” 6 But
he said to them, ”Isaiah prophesied well
about you hypocrites. He wrote,

’This people honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me.
7 Empty worship they offer me,

teaching the rules of men as their doc-
trines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God
and hold fast to the tradition of men.” 9

And he said to them, ”How well you re-
ject the commandment of God so youmay
keep your tradition! 10 For Moses said,
‘Honor your father and yourmother,’ and,
‘Hewho speaks evil of his father ormother
will surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man
says to his father or mother, “Whatever
help you would have received from me is
Corban,” ’ (that is to say, ‘Given to God’)—
12 then you no longer permit him to do
anything for his father or his mother. 13

You aremaking the commandment of God
void by your tradition which you have
handed down. And many similar things
you do.” 14 He called the crowd again and
said to them, ”Listen to me, all of you, and
understand. 15 There is nothing from out-
side of a person that can defile him when
it enters into him. It is what comes out of
the person that defiles him.” 16a 17 Now
when Jesus left the crowd and entered the
house, his disciples asked him about the
parable. 18 Jesus said, ”Are you also still
without understanding? Do you not see
that whatever enters into a person from
outside cannot defile him, 19 because it
cannot go into his heart, but it goes into
his stomach and then passes out into the
latrine?” With this statement Jesus made
all foods clean. 20 He said, ”It is that
which comes out of the person that de-
files him. 21 For from within a person, out
of the heart, proceed evil thoughts, sex-
ual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery,
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coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality,
envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these
evils come fromwithin, and they arewhat
defile a person.”

24 He got up from there and went away to
the region of Tyre and Sidon. He came
into a house and he did not want any-
one to know he was there, yet he could
not be hidden. 25 But immediately a
woman, whose little daughter had an un-
clean spirit, heard about him, came, and
fell down at his feet. 26 Now the woman
was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by descent.
She begged him to cast out the demon
from her daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let
the children first be fed. For it is not right
to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the dogs.” 28 But she answered and said to
him, “Yes, Lord, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 He
said to her, “Because you have said this,
you are free to go. The demon has gone
out of your daughter.” 30 She went back to
her house and found the child lying on the
bed, and the demon was gone.

31 Then he went out again from the re-
gion of Tyre, and went through Sidon to
the Sea of Galilee up into the region of
the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him
someone who was deaf and had difficulty
speaking, and they begged him to lay his
hand on him. 33 He took him aside from
the crowd privately, and he put his fin-
gers into his ears, and after spitting, he
touched his tongue. 34 He looked up to
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Eph-
phatha,” that is to say, “Open!” 35 And
immediately his hearing was opened, and
what prevented his tongue was destroyed
and he could speak clearly. 36 And he or-
dered them to tell no one. But themore he
ordered them, the more abundantly they
proclaimed it. 37 They were absolutely as-
tonished, saying, “He has done everything
well. He evenmakes the deaf hear and the

mute speak.”

7:16 aThe best ancient copies omit vs. 16.
If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.

Chapter 8
1 In those days, there was again a great
crowd, and they had nothing to eat. Jesus
called his disciples and said to them, 2 ”I
have compassion on the crowd, because
they continue to be with me already for
three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I
send themaway to their homewithout eat-
ing, they may faint on the way. And some
of them have come a long way.” 4 His dis-
ciples answered him, “Where can we get
enough loaves of bread in such a deserted
place to satisfy these people?” 5 He asked
them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.” 6 He commanded the
crowd to sit down on the ground. He took
the seven loaves, gave thanks, and broke
them. He gave them to his disciples to
set before them, and they set them before
the crowd. 7 They also had a few small
fish, and after he gave thanks for them, he
commanded the disciples to serve these
as well. 8 They ate and were satisfied.
And they picked up the remaining broken
pieces, seven large baskets. 9 There were
about four thousand people. And he sent
them away. 10 Immediately he got into the
boat with his disciples, and they went into
the region of Dalmanutha.
11 Then the Pharisees came out and be-
gan to argue with him. They sought from
him a sign from heaven, to test him. 12 He
sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why
does this generation seek for a sign? Truly
I say to you, no sign will be given to this
generation.” 13 Then he left them, got into
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a boat again, and went away to the other
side.
14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take
bread with them. They had no more than
one loaf of bread in the boat. 15Hewarned
them and said, “Keep watch and be on
guard against the yeast of the Pharisees
and the yeast of Herod.” 16 The disciples
reasoned with each other, “It is because
we have no bread.” 17 Jesus was aware of
this, and he said to them, ”Why are you
reasoning about not having bread? Do
you not yet perceive? Do you not under-
stand? Have your hearts become so dull?
18 You have eyes, do you not see? You
have ears, do you not hear? Do you not re-
member? 19 When I broke the five loaves
among the five thousand, how many bas-
kets full of broken pieces of bread did
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.”
20 “And when I broke the seven loaves
among the four thousand, how many bas-
ketfuls did you take up?” They said to him,
“Seven.” 21 He said, “Do you not yet under-
stand?”
22 They came to Bethsaida. The people
there brought to him a blind man and
begged Jesus to touch him. 23 Jesus took
hold of the blind man by the hand, and
led him out of the village. When he had
spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him,
he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24

He looked up, and said, “I see men who
look like walking trees.” 25 Then he again
laid his hands upon his eyes, and the man
opened his eyes, his sight was restored,
and he saw all things clearly. 26 Jesus sent
him away to his home and said, “Do not
enter the town.”
27 Jesuswent outwith his disciples into the
villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do the people
say that I am?” 28 They answered him and
said, “John the Baptist. Others say, ‘Elijah,’
and others, ‘One of the prophets.’ ” 29

He asked them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Peter said to him, “You are the
Christ.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell
anyone about him.
31 And he began to teach them that the
Son of Man must suffer many things, and
would be rejected by the elders and the
chief priests and the scribes, and would
be killed, and after three days rise up. 32

He said this clearly. Then Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But
Jesus turned and looked at his disciples
and then he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of people.” 34 Then he called
the crowd and his disciples together, and
he said to them, ”If anyone wants to fol-
lowme, he must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me. 35 For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, and who-
ever loses his life for my sake and for the
gospel, will save it. 36 What does it profit
a person, to gain the whole world, and
then forfeit his life? 37 What can a person
give in exchange for his life? 38 Whoever
is ashamed of me and my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of him when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

Chapter 9
1 And he said to them, “Truly I say to
you, there are some of you who are stand-
ing here who will not taste death before
they see the kingdom of God come with
power.” 2 And six days later, Jesus took Pe-
ter and James and Johnwith himup ahigh
mountain, alone by themselves. Then
he was transfigured before them. 3 His
garments became radiantly brilliant, ex-
tremely white, whiter than any bleacher
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on earth could bleach them. 4 Then Elijah
with Moses appeared to them, and they
were talking with Jesus. 5 Peter answered
and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us
to be here, and so let us make three shel-
ters, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” 6 (For he did not knowwhat to
say, for they were terrified.) 7 A cloud
came and overshadowed them. Then a
voice came out of the cloud, “This is my
beloved Son. Listen to him.” 8 Suddenly,
when they looked around, they no longer
saw anyone with them, but only Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the moun-
tain, he commanded them to tell no one
what they had seen, until the Son of Man
had risen from the dead ones. 10 So they
kept the matter to themselves, but they
discussed among themselveswhat “to rise
from the dead ones” could mean. 11 They
asked him, “Why do the scribes say that
Elijahmust comefirst?” 12He said to them,
”Elijah does indeed come first to restore
all things. Then why is it written that the
Son of Man must suffer many things and
be treated as one who is worthless? 13 But
I say to you that Elijah has come, and they
did whatever they wanted to him, just as
scripture says about him.”

14 And when they came back to the disci-
ples, they saw a great crowd around them
and scribes were arguing with them. 15

Andwhen they saw him, the whole crowd
was amazed and ran up to him to greet
him. 16 He asked his disciples, “What are
you arguing with them about?” 17 Some-
one in the crowd answered him, ”Teacher,
I brought my son to you. He has a spirit
that makes him unable to speak. 18 It
seizes him and it throws him down and
he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth,
and he becomes rigid. I asked your disci-
ples to drive it out of him, but they could
not.” 19 He answered them, “Unbelieving
generation, how long will I have to stay

with you? How long will I bear with you?
Bring him to me.” 20 They brought the
boy to him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it
immediately threw him into a convulsion.
The boy fell on the ground and foamed
at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked his father,
“How long has he been like this?” The fa-
ther said, ”Since childhood. 22 It has often
thrown him into the fire or into the wa-
ters and tried to destroy him. If you are
able to do anything, have pity on us and
help us.” 23 Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you are
able’? All things are possible for the one
who believes.” 24 Immediately the father
of the child cried out and said, “I believe!
Help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw the
crowd running to them, he rebuked the
unclean spirit and said, “You mute and
deaf spirit, I command you, come out of
him, and never enter into him again.” 26

It cried out and convulsed the boy greatly
and then came out. The boy looked like
one who was dead, so that many said, “He
is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand
and lifted himup, and the boy stoodup. 28

When Jesus came into the house, his disci-
ples asked him privately, “Why could we
not cast it out?” 29 He said to them, “This
kind cannot be cast out except by prayer.”

30 They went out from there and passed
through Galilee. He did not want anyone
to know where they were, 31 for he was
teaching his disciples. He said to them,
“The Son of Man will be delivered into the
hands of men, and they will put him to
death. When he has been put to death, af-
ter three days he will rise again.” 32 But
they did not understand this statement,
and they were afraid to ask him.

33 And they came to Capernaum. And
when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you discussing along
the way?” 34 But they were silent. For
they had been arguing with one with an-
other along the way about who was the
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greatest. 35 He sat down and called the
twelve together, and he said to them, “If
anyone wants to be first, he must be last
of all and servant of all.” 36 He took a
little child and placed him in their midst.
He took him in his arms and said to them,
37 “Whoever receives such a child in my
name, also receivesme, and if someone re-
ceives me, he does not receive me alone,
but also the one who sent me.” 38 John
said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone
driving out demons in your name and we
stopped him, because he does not follow
us.” 39 But Jesus said, ”Do not stop him, for
there is no one whowill do amighty work
in my name and can soon afterwards say
anything bad about me. 40 Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41 Whoever gives
you a cup of water to drink because you
belong to Christ, truly I say to you, he will
not lose his reward. 42 Whoever causes
one of these little ones who believes in
me to stumble, it would be better for him
to have a large millstone tied around his
neck and be thrown into the sea. 43 If your
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It
is better for you to enter into life maimed
than to have two hands and to go into hell,
into the unquenchable fire. 44a 45 If your
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter into life lame than
to have your two feet and be thrown into
hell. 46b 47 If your eye causes you to stum-
ble, tear it out. It is better for you to en-
ter into the kingdom of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, 48where theirwormdoes not die,
and the fire is not put out. 49 For every-
one will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good,
but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you make it salty again? Have salt among
yourselves, and be at peace with one an-
other.”

9:44 aThe best ancient copies omit this
phrase from verses 44 and 46, “where
their worm never dies and the fire is never
quenched”

9:46 bSee note on verse 44

Chapter 10
1 Jesus left that place and went to the re-
gion of Judea and to the area beyond the
Jordan River, and the crowds came to him
again. He was teaching them again, as
he was accustomed to do. 2 And Phar-
isees came to him to test him and asked,
“Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his
wife?” 3 He answered, “What did Moses
command you?” 4 They said, “Moses al-
lowed a man to write a certificate of di-
vorce and then to send her away.” 5 “It
was because of your hard hearts that he
wrote you this law,” Jesus said to them. 6

”But from the beginning of creation, ‘God
made them male and female.’

7 ’For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and cleave to his wife,

8 and the two shall become one flesh.’
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9 Therefore what God has joined together,
let noman tear apart.” 10 When theywere
in the house, the disciples askedhimagain
about this. 11 He said to them, ”Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another
woman commits adultery against her. 12

And if she divorces her husband and mar-
ries another man, she commits adultery.”
13 And they brought their little children to
him so that he might touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Je-
sus noticed it, he was very displeased and
said to them, ”Permit the little children to
come to me, and do not forbid them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to those who
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are like them. 15 Truly I say to you, who-
ever will not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will definitely not enter it.”
16 Then he took the children into his arms
and blessed them as he placed his hands
on them.

17 And when he began his journey, a man
ran up to him and knelt before him, and
asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said,
”Why do you call me good? No one is good,
except God alone. 19 You know the com-
mandments: ‘Do not kill, do not commit
adultery, do not steal, do not testify falsely,
do not defraud, honor your father and
mother’.” 20 The man said, “Teacher, all
these things I have obeyed from the time
I was a youth.” 21 Jesus looked at him and
loved him. He said to him, “One thing you
lack. You must sell all that you have and
give it to the poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 But because of this statement he looked
very sad and he went away distressed, be-
cause he had many possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How difficult it is for those who
are rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 The disciples were astonished at his
words. But Jesus said to them again, ”Chil-
dren, how hard it is to enter into the king-
dom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to
go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26

They were greatly astonished and said to
each other, “Then who can be saved?” 27

Jesus looked at them and said, “With peo-
ple it is impossible, but not with God. For
all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter
began to speak to him, “Look, we have left
everything and have followed you.” 29 Je-
sus said, ”Truly I say to you, there is no one
who has left house, or brothers, or sisters,
or mother, or father, or children, or lands,
formy sake, and for the gospel, 30whowill

not receive a hundred times as much now
in this world: houses, and brothers, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and
lands, with persecutions, and in theworld
to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

32 They were on the road, going up to
Jerusalem, and Jesus was going ahead of
them. The disciples were amazed, and
those who were following behind were
afraid. Then Jesus took the twelve aside
again and began to tell them what would
soon happen to him. 33 ”See, we are going
up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be delivered to the chief priests and the
scribes. They will condemn him to death
and deliver him to the Gentiles. 34 They
will mock him, spit on him, whip him, and
put him to death. But after three days he
will rise.”

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came up to him and said, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask
you.” 36 He said to them, “What do you
want me to do for you?” 37 They said, “Al-
low us to sit with you in your glory, one
at your right hand and the other at your
left.” 38 But Jesus replied to them, “You
do not knowwhat you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup which I will drink or
endure the baptism with which I will be
baptized?” 39 They said to him, “We are
able.” Jesus said to them, ”The cup that I
will drink, you will drink. And with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you
also will be baptized. 40 But who is to
sit at my right hand or at my left hand
is not mine to give, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared.” 41 When the
other ten disciples heard about this, they
began to be very angry with James and
John. 42 Jesus called them to himself and
said, ”You know thosewho are considered
rulers of the Gentiles dominate them, and
their high officials exercise authority over
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them. 43 But it shall not be this way
among you. Whoever wishes to become
great among you must be your servant, 44
andwhoeverwishes to be first among you
must be the slave of all. 45 For the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”
46 They came to Jericho. As he left Jericho
with his disciples and a great crowd, the
son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blind beg-
gar, sat by the road. 47 When he heard
that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began
to shout and to say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 48 Many rebuked the
blind man, telling him to be quiet. But
he cried out all the more, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stopped
and commanded him to be called. They
called the blind man, saying, “Be brave!
Get up! He is calling for you.” 50 He threw
aside his coat, sprang up, and came to Je-
sus. 51 And Jesus answered him and said,
“What do youwantme to do for you?” The
blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to receive
my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go.
Your faith has healed you.” Immediately
he could see again, and he followed him
on the road.

Chapter 11
1 Now as they came to Jerusalem, they
were close to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the Mount of Olives, and Jesus sent out
two of his disciples 2 and said to them, ”Go
into the village opposite us. As soon as
you enter it, you will find a colt that has
never been ridden. Untie it and bring it to
me. 3 And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are
you doing this?’ you should say, ‘The Lord
has need of it andwill immediately send it
back here.’” 4 They went away and found
a colt tied at a door outside on the open

street, and they untied it. 5 And some peo-
ple were standing there and said to them,
“What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6

They spoke to themas Jesus told them, and
the people let them go their way. 7 The
two disciples brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it so Jesus could ride
it. 8 Many people spread their garments
on the road, and others spread branches
they had cut from the fields. 9 Those who
went before him and those who followed
shouted,

”Hosanna! Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.

10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our
father David!

Hosanna in the highest!”
11 Then Jesus entered into Jerusalem and
went into the temple and looked around
at everything. Now, the time being late,
he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
12 The next day, when they returned from
Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing
from far away a fig tree that had leaves,
he went to see if he could find any fruit
on it. And when he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves, for it was not the sea-
son for figs. 14 He spoke to it, “No one will
ever eat fruit fromyou again.” And his dis-
ciples heard it.
15 They came to Jerusalem, and he en-
tered the temple and began to cast out
the sellers and the buyers in the temple.
He turned over the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who sold
pigeons. 16 He did not allow anyone to
carry anything through the temple that
could be sold. 17 He taught them and said,
”Is it not written,

‘My house will be called a house of
prayer for all the nations’?

But you have made it a den of robbers.”
18 The chief priests and the scribes heard
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what he had said, and they looked for a
way to kill him. For they feared him be-
cause the entire crowd was amazed at his
teaching. 19 And whenever evening came,
they left the city.
20 As they walked by in the morning, they
saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.
21 Peter remembered and said, “Rabbi,
look! The fig tree you cursed haswithered
away.” 22 Jesus answered them, ”Have
faith in God. 23 Truly I say to you that who-
ever says to this mountain, ‘Get up and
cast yourself into the sea,’ and if he does
not doubt in his heart but believes that
what he saidwill happen, that is what God
will do. 24 Therefore I say to you: Every-
thing you pray and ask for, believe that
you received it, and it will be yours. 25

When you stand and pray, you must for-
give whatever you have against anyone,
so that your Father who is in heaven will
also forgive you your transgressions.” 26a

27 They came to Jerusalem again. As Je-
sus was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders came
to him. 28 They said to him, “By what au-
thority do you do these things? And who
gave you the authority to do them?” 29 Je-
sus said to them, ”I will ask you one ques-
tion. Tell me and I will tell you by what
authority I do these things. 30 The bap-
tism of John, was it from heaven or from
men? Answer me.” 31 They discussed be-
tween themselves and argued and said, ”If
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 32 But if
we say, ‘Frommen,’ … .” They were afraid
of the people, for everyonewas convinced
that John was a prophet. 33 Then they an-
swered Jesus and said, “We do not know.”
Then Jesus said to them, “Neitherwill I tell
you by what authority I do these things.”

11:26 aThe best ancient copies omit this
verse (see Mt. 6:15). Mk. 11:26But if you
do not forgive, neitherwill your Fatherwho
is in heaven forgive your sins.

Chapter 12
1 Then Jesus began to teach them in para-
bles. He said, ”A man planted a vineyard,
put a hedge around it, and dug a pit for
a winepress. He built a watchtower and
then leased the vineyard to vine growers.
Then he went away on a journey. 2 At
the right time, he sent a servant to the
vine growers to receive from them some
of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they
took him, beat him, and sent him away
with nothing. 4 Again he sent to them
another servant, and they wounded him
in the head and treated him shamefully.
5 He sent yet another, and this one they
killed. They treated many others in the
same way, beating some and killing oth-
ers. 6 He had still one more person to
send, a beloved son. He was the last one
he sent to them. He said, “They will re-
spect my son.” 7 But the vine growers said
to one another, “This is the heir. Come,
let us kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.” 8 They seized him, killed him, and
threw him out of the vineyard. 9 There-
fore, what will the owner of the vineyard
do? He will come and destroy the vine
growers and will give the vineyard to oth-
ers. 10 Have you not read this scripture?

’The stone which the builders rejected,

has been made the cornerstone.
11 This was from the Lord,

and it is marvelous in our eyes.’”
12 They sought to arrest Jesus, but they
feared the crowd, for they knew that he
had spoken this parable against them. So
they left him and went away.
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13 Then they sent some of the Pharisees
and the Herodians to him to trap himwith
words. 14 When they came, they said to
him, “Teacher, we know that you care for
no one’s opinion, and youdonot showpar-
tiality between people. You truly teach the
way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar or not? Should we pay or not?” 15

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy and said
to them, “Why do you test me? Bring me
a denarius so I can look at it.” 16 They
brought one to Jesus. He said to them,
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?”
They said, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said, “Give
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.” They
marveled at him.

18 Then Sadducees, who say there is no
resurrection, came to him. They asked
him, saying, 19 ”Teacher, Moses wrote for
us, ‘If a man’s brother dies and leaves a
wife behind him, but no child, the man
should take the brother’s wife, and have
children for his brother.’ 20 There were
seven brothers; the first took a wife and
then died, leaving no children. 21 Then
the second took her and died, leaving no
children. And the third likewise. 22 And
the seven left no children. Last of all, the
woman also died. 23 In the resurrection,
when they rise again, whose wife will she
be? For all seven brothers had her as
their wife.” 24 Jesus said, ”Is this not the
reason you are mistaken, because you do
not know the scriptures nor the power of
God? 25 For when they rise from the dead
ones, they neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but they are like angels in
heaven. 26 But concerning the dead ones
that are raised, have you not read in The
Book of Moses, in the account about the
bush, how God spoke to him and said, ‘I
am the God of Abraham and the God of
Isaac and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not
the God of the dead, but of the living. You
are quite mistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came and heard their
discussion; he saw that Jesus answered
them well. He asked him, “What com-
mandment is the most important of all?”
29 Jesus answered, ”The most important
is, ’Hear, Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one. 30 You must love the Lord
your Godwith all your heart, with all your
soul, with all yourmind, andwith all your
strength.’ 31 The second commandment
is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no other greater com-
mandment than these.” 32 The scribe said,
”Good, Teacher! You have truly said that
God is one, and that there is no other be-
sides him. 33 To love himwith all the heart
and with all the understanding and with
all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor
as oneself, is even more than all burnt of-
ferings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw
that he had given awise answer, he said to
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.” After that, no one dared to ask Jesus
any more questions.
35 And Jesus responded, while he was
teaching in the temple; he said, ”How is it
that the scribes say the Christ is the son of
David? 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit,
said,

’The Lord said to my Lord,

sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your foot-
stool.’
37 David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ so how
can the Christ be David’s son?” The large
crowd gladly listened to him.
38 In his teaching Jesus said, ”Beware of
the scribes, who like to walk in long robes
and they like the greetings they receive in
the marketplaces 39 and they like to have
the chief seats in the synagogues and chief
places at feasts. 40 They also devour wid-
ows’ houses, and they pray long prayers
for people to see. These men will receive
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greater condemnation.”
41 Then Jesus sat down across from an
offering box in the temple area; he was
watching people as they dropped their
money into the box. Many rich people put
in large amounts of money. 42 Then a poor
widow came and put in two mites, worth
about a penny. 43 And he called his disci-
ples and said to them, ”Truly I say to you,
this poor widow has put in more than all
of them who contributed to the offering
box. 44 For all of them gave out of their
abundance. But this widow, out of her
poverty, put in all of the money which she
had to live on. ”

Chapter 13
1 As Jesus was walking away from the
temple, one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look at the wonderful stones
and wonderful buildings!” 2 He said to
him, “Do you see these great buildings?
Not one stone will be left on another
which will not be torn down.”
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives oppo-
site the temple, Peter, James, John, andAn-
drew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when
will these things happen? What will be
the sign when all these things are about
to happen?” 5 Jesus began to say to
them, ”Be careful that no one leads you
astray. 6 Many will come in my name and
say, ‘I am he,’ and they will lead many
astray. 7 When you hear of wars and ru-
mors of wars, do not worry; these things
must happen, but the end is not yet. 8

For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in many places, and famines.
These are the beginnings of birth pains.
9 Be on your guard. They will deliver you
up to councils, and you will be beaten in
synagogues. You will stand before both

governors and kings formy sake, as a testi-
mony to them. 10 But the gospel must first
be proclaimed to all the nations. 11 When
they arrest you and hand you over, do not
worry about what you should say. For
in that hour, what you should say will be
given to you; it will not be you who speak,
but the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will deliver
up brother to death, and a father his child.
Children will rise up against their parents
and cause them to be put to death. 13 You
will be hated by everyone because of my
name. But whoever endures to the end,
that person will be saved.
14 When you see the abomination of des-
olation standing where it should not be
standing (let the reader understand), let
those who are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains, 15 let him who is on the housetop
not go down into the house or take any-
thing out of it, 16 and let him who is in
the field not return to take his cloak. 17

But woe to those who are with child and
to those who are nursing infants in those
days! 18 Pray that it might not occur in the
winter. 19 For there will be great tribula-
tion, such as has not been from the begin-
ning, when God created the world, until
now, no, nor ever will be again. 20 Unless
the Lord had shortened the days, no flesh
would be saved. But for the sake of the
elect, those whom he chose, he cut short
the days. 21 Then if anyone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there
he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false Christs
and false prophets will appear and will
give signs and wonders, so as to deceive,
if possible, even the elect. 23 Be on guard!
I have told you all these things ahead of
time.
24 But after the tribulation of those days,

the sun will be darkened,

the moon will not give its light,
25 the stars will fall from the sky,
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and the powers that are in the heavens
will be shaken.
26 Then they will see the Son of Man com-
ing in the clouds with great power and
glory. 27 Then he will send his angels and
he will gather together his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of the sky.
28 Learn a lesson from the fig tree. As soon
as the branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is
near. 29 So also, when you see these things
happening, youknow that he is near, close
to the gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all of
these things occur. 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never
pass away. 32 But concerning that day or
that hour, no one knows, not even the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Fa-
ther.
33 Be alert! Watch, because you do not
know what time it is. a 34 It is like a
manwho goes on a journey—he leaves his
house and puts his servants in charge of
the house, each one with his work, and he
commands the watchman to stay awake.
35 Therefore stay alert, because you do not
know when the master of the house will
come home; it could be in the evening, at
midnight, when the rooster crows, or in
the morning. 36 If he comes suddenly, do
not let himfind you sleeping. 37What I say
to you I say to everyone: Watch!”

13:33 aSome ancient authorities read:Be
alert! Watch and pray, because …

Chapter 14
1 It was now two days before the Passover
and the Festival of UnleavenedBread. The

chief priests and the scribes were consid-
ering how they might stealthily arrest Je-
sus and then kill him. 2 For they were say-
ing, “Not during the feast, so that a riot
does not arise among the people.”
3 While Jesus was in Bethany in the house
of Simon the leper, as he was reclining
at the table, a woman came to him hav-
ing an alabaster jar of very costly liquid,
which was pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured it on his head. 4 But there
were some who were angry. They spoke
among themselves and said, ”What is the
reason for this waste? 5 This perfume
could have been sold for more than three
hundred denarii, and given to the poor.”
And they were rebuking her. 6 But Jesus
said, ”Leave her alone. Why are you trou-
bling her? She has done a beautiful thing
for me. 7 You always have the poor with
you, and whenever you desire you can
do good to them, but you will not always
have me. 8 She has done what she could:
she has anointed my body for burial. 9

Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is
preached in the whole world, what this
woman has done will be spoken of, in
memory of her.”
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve,
went away to the chief priests so that he
might deliver him over to them. 11 When
the chief priests heard it, they were glad
and promised to give him money. He be-
gan looking for an opportunity to deliver
him to them.
12 On the first day of unleavened bread,
when they sacrificed the Passover lamb,
his disciples said to him, “Where do you
want us to go to prepare, so you may eat
the Passover meal?” 13 He sent two of his
disciples and said to them, ”Go into the
city, and a man bearing a pitcher of wa-
ter will meet you. Follow him. 14 Where
he enters a house, follow him in and say
to the owner of that house, ‘The Teacher
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says, “Where is my guest room where I
will eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’
15 He will show you a large furnished up-
per room that is ready. Make the prepara-
tions for us there.” 16 The disciples left and
went to the city. They found everything
as he had said to them, and they prepared
the Passover meal.
17 When it was evening, he came with the
twelve. 18 As they were lying down at the
table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I say to
you, one of you eating with mewill betray
me.” 19 They were all very sorrowful, and
one by one they said to him, “Surely not
I?” 20 Jesus answered and said to them,
”It is one of the twelve, the one now dip-
ping bread with me in the bowl. 21 For
the Son of Man will go the way that the
scripture says about him. But woe to that
man through whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed! It would have been better for him
if he had not been born.”
22 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed it, and broke it. He gave it to them
and said, “Take this. This is my body.” 23

He took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, and they all drank from it. 24He said
to them, ”This is my blood of the covenant,
the blood that is poured out for many. 25

Truly I say to you, I will not drink again of
this fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
26 When they had sung a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives. 27 Jesus said
to them, ”All of you will fall away, for it is
written,

’I will strike the shepherd

and the sheep will be scattered.’
28 But after I am raised up, I will go ahead
of you into Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him,
“Even if all fall away, I will not.” 30 Jesus
said to him, “Truly I say to you, this night,
before the rooster crows twice, you will
denyme three times.” 31 But Peter said, “If

I must die with you, I will not deny you.”
They all made the same promise.

32 They came to the place called Gethse-
mane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James,
and John with him and began to be dis-
tressed and deeply troubled. 34 He said
to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even
to the point of death. Remain here and
watch.” 35 Jesus went a little farther, fell
to the ground, andheprayed that if itwere
possible, this hour might pass from him.
36 He said, “Abba, Father, all things are
possible with you. Remove this cup from
me. But not my will, but yours.” 37 He
came back and found them sleeping, and
he said to Peter, ”Simon, are you asleep?
Could you not watch for one hour? 38

Watch and pray that you do not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” 39 Again he went
away and prayed, and he used the same
words. 40 Again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy and
they did not know what to say to him. 41

He came the third time and said to them,
”Are you still sleeping and taking your
rest? Enough! The hour has come. Look!
The Son of Man is being betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 42 Get up; let us go. Look,
the one who is betraying me is near.” 43

While he was still speaking, Judas, one
of the twelve, arrived, and a large crowd
waswith himwith swords and clubs, from
the chief priests, the scribes, and the el-
ders. 44 Now his betrayer had given them
a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, he is the
one. Seize him and lead him away un-
der guard.” 45 When Judas arrived, im-
mediately he came up to Jesus and said,
“Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 Then they
laid hands on him and seized him. 47

But one of them who stood by drew his
sword and struck the servant of the high
priest and cut off his ear. 48 Jesus said to
them, ”Do you come out, as against a rob-
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ber, with swords and clubs to captureme?
49 When I was daily with you and I was
teaching in the temple, you did not arrest
me. But this was done that the scriptures
might be fulfilled.” 50 And all thosewith Je-
sus left him and fled.
51 A young man, wearing only a linen gar-
ment that was wrapped around him, was
following Jesus. When the men seized
him 52 he left the linen garment and ran
away naked.
53 They led Jesus to the high priest. There
were gathered with him all the chief
priests, the elders, and the scribes. 54 Now
Peter followed him from a distance, as far
as the courtyard of the high priest. He sat
among the guards, who were near a fire
to keep warm. 55 Now the chief priests
and the entire Jewish council were seek-
ing testimony against Jesus so they might
put him to death. But they did not find
any. 56 For many brought false testimony
against him, but even their testimony did
not agree. 57 Some stood up and brought
false testimony against him; they said, 58
“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this tem-
ple made with hands, and in three days I
will build another made without hands.’ ”
59 Yet even their testimony did not agree.
60 The high priest stood up among them
and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is it these men testify against you?”
61 But hewas silent and answered nothing.
Again the high priest questioned him and
said, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?” 62 Jesus said, ”I am.

And you will see the Son of Man

whenhe sits at the right hand of power

and comeswith the clouds of heaven.”
63 The high priest tore his garments and
said, ”Do we still need witnesses? 64 You
have heard the blasphemy. What is your
decision?” And they all condemnedhimas
onewhodeserved death. 65 Somebegan to

spit onhimand to cover his face and strike
him and say to him, “Prophesy!” The offi-
cers took him and beat him.
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard,
one of the servant girls of the high priest
came to him. 67 She saw Peter as he stood
by a fire to keep warm, and she looked
closely at him. Then she said, “You were
also with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But
he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor
understand what you are talking about.”
Then he went out into the courtyard. a 69

But the servant girl there saw him and be-
gan to say again to those who stood there,
“This man is one of them!” 70 But he de-
nied it again. After a littlewhile thosewho
stood there were saying to Peter, “Surely
you are one of them, for you also are a
Galilean.” 71 But he began to put him-
self under curses and to swear, “I do not
know this man you are talking about.” 72

The rooster immediately crowed a second
time. Then Peter remembered the words
that Jesus had said to him: “Before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

14:68 aSome ancient copies add, “And
the rooster crowed,” but the best ancient
copies do not have this phrase.

Chapter 15
1 Early in the morning, the chief priests
met together with the elders and scribes
and the entire Jewish council. Then they
bound Jesus and led him away. They
handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He
answered him, “You say so.” 3 The chief
priests were presenting many charges
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against Jesus. 4 Pilate again asked him,
“Do you give no answer? See how many
charges they are bringing against you!” 5

But Jesus no longer answered Pilate, and
that amazed him.

6 Now at the time of the feast, Pilate usu-
ally released to them one prisoner, a pris-
oner they requested. 7 There with the
rebels in prison, among the murderers
held for their part in the rebellion, was a
man named Barabbas. 8 The crowd came
to Pilate and began to ask him to do for
them as he had done in the past. 9

Pilate answered them and said, “Do you
want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?” 10 For he knew that it was be-
cause of envy that the chief priests had
handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief
priests stirred up the crowd to cry out
that Barabbas should be released instead.
12 Pilate answered them again and said,
“What then should I do with the King of
the Jews?” 13 They shouted again, “Crucify
him!” 14 Pilate said to them, “Whatwrong
has he done?” But they shouted more and
more, “Crucify him.” 15 Pilate wanted to
satisfy the crowd, so he released Barab-
bas to them. He scourged Jesus and then
handed him over to be crucified.

16 The soldiers led him inside the court-
yard (which is the government headquar-
ters), and they called together the whole
cohort of soldiers. 17 They put a purple
robe on Jesus, and they twisted together
a crown of thorns and put it on him. 18

They began to salute him and say, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his
head with a reed staff and they spat on
him. They bent their knees before him to
pretend toworship him. 20When they had
mocked him, they took off of him the pur-
ple robe andput his owngarments onhim,
and then led him out to crucify him. 21

They forced a passerby who was coming
in from the country to carry Jesus’ cross,

a man named Simon of Cyrene the father
of Alexander and Rufus.

22 The soldiers brought Jesus to the
place called Golgotha (which interpreted
means, “Place of a Skull”). 23 They offered
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did
not drink it. 24 They crucified him and di-
vided up his garments by casting lots to
determine what piece each soldier would
take. 25 It was the third hour when they
crucified him. 26 On a sign they wrote
the charge against him, “The king of the
Jews.” 27 With him they crucified two rob-
bers, one on the right of him and one on
his left. 28a 29 Those who passed by in-
sulted him, shaking their heads and say-
ing, ”Aha! Youwhowould destroy the tem-
ple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save
yourself and come down from the cross!”
31 In the same way the chief priests were
mocking him with each other, along with
the scribes, and said, ”He saved others,
but he cannot save himself. 32 Let the
Christ, the King of Israel, come down now
from the cross, that we may see and be-
lieve.” And those who were crucified with
him also taunted him.

33 At the sixth hour, darkness came over
the whole land until the ninth hour. 34

At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
which is interpreted, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” 35 Some of
those standing by heard his words and
said, “Look, he is calling for Elijah.” 36

Someone ran, put sour wine on a sponge,
put it on a reed staff, and gave it to him
to drink. The man said, “Let us see if Eli-
jah comes to take him down.” 37 Then Je-
sus cried out with a loud voice and died.
38 The curtain of the temple was split in
two from the top to the bottom. 39 And
when the centurion who stood and faced
Jesus saw that he was dead in this way, he
said, “Truly this man was the Son of God.”
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40 There were also women who looked on
from a distance. Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James
the younger and of Joses), and Salome. 41

When hewas in Galilee they followed him
and served him. Many other women also
came up with him to Jerusalem.
42When evening had come, because itwas
the Day of Preparation, that is, the day be-
fore the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea
came there. He was a respected member
of the council, who was waiting for the
kingdom of God. He boldly went in to Pi-
late and asked for the body of Jesus. 44

Pilate was amazed that Jesus was already
dead; he called the centurion and asked
him if Jesus was dead. 45 When Pilate
learned from the centurion that Jesus was
dead, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 Joseph
had bought a linen cloth. He took him
down from the cross, wrapped him in the
linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that
had been cut out of a rock. Then he rolled
a stone against the entrance of the tomb.
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother
of Joses saw the place where Jesus was
buried.

15:28 aThe best ancient copies omit MRK
15:28, And the scripture was fulfilled that
says, ‘He was counted with the lawless
ones.’ (compare LUK 22:37)

Chapter 16
1 When the Sabbath day was over, Mary
Magdalene andMary themother of James,
and Salome bought spices that they might
come and anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early
on the first day of the week, they went to
the tomb when the sun came up. 3 They
were saying to one another, “Whowill roll

away the stone for us from the entrance to
the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they
saw that the stone had been rolled away,
for it was very large. 5 They entered
the tomb and saw a young man dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side,
and they were astonished. 6 He said to
them, ”Do not be afraid. You seek Jesus,
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He is
risen! He is not here. Look at the place
where they had laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead
of you to Galilee. There you will see him,
just as he told you.”

8 They went out and ran from the tomb;
they were trembling and amazed. They
said nothing to anyone because they were
so afraid. 9a Early on the first day of the
week, after he arose, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast
out seven demons. 10 She went and told
thosewhowerewithhim,while theywere
mourning and weeping. 11 They heard
that he was alive and that he had been
seen by her, but they did not believe.
12b After these things he appeared in a dif-
ferent form to two of them, as they were
walking out into the country. 13 Theywent
and told the rest of the disciples, but they
did not believe them.
14c Jesus later appeared to the eleven as
they were reclining at the table, and he
rebuked them for their unbelief and hard-
ness of heart, because they did not believe
those who saw him after he rose from the
dead ones. 15 He said to them, ”Go into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
the entire creation. 16 He who believes
and is baptized will be saved, and he who
does not believe will be condemned. 17d

These signswill gowith thosewho believe:
In my name they will cast out demons.
They will speak in new languages. 18 They
will pick up snakes with their hands, and
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if they drink anything deadly, it will not
hurt them. Theywill lay hands on the sick,
and they will get well.”
19e After the Lord had spoken to them, he
was taken up into heaven and sat down
at the right hand of God. 20 The disciples
left and preached everywhere, while the
Lord worked with them and confirmed
theword by the signs that wentwith them.
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16:9 aThe best ancient copies omit Mark
16:9-20.

16:12 bThe best ancient copies omit Mark
16:9-20.

16:14 cThe best ancient copies omit Mark
16:9-20.

16:17 dThe best ancient copies omit Mark
16:9-20.

16:19 eThe best ancient copies omit Mark
16:9-20.

Chapter 1
1 Many have tried to set in order a narra-
tive about those matters that have been
fulfilled among us, 2 just as they handed
them to us, who from the beginning have
been eyewitnesses and servants of the
message. 3 So to me also it seemed good—
having accurately investigated the course
of all these things from the beginning— to
write an orderly account for you, most ex-
cellent Theophilus. 4 This is so that you
might know the truth about the things
that you were taught.

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there
was a certain priest named Zechariah,
from the division of Abijah. His wife
was from the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. 6 They were both
righteous before God, obeying all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord. 7
But they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and they were both very old
by this time.
8 Now it came about that Zechariahwas in
God’s presence, carrying out the priestly

duties in the order of his division. 9 Ac-
cording to the customary way of choos-
ingwhich priest would serve, he had been
chosen by lot to enter into the temple of
the Lord to burn incense. 10 The whole
crowd of people was praying outside at
the hour when the incense was burned.
11 Now an angel of the Lord appeared to
him and stood at the right side of the in-
cense altar. 12 When Zechariah saw him,
he was terrified and fear fell on him. 13

But the angel said to him, ”Do not be
afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son. You will call his name
John. 14 You will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For
he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
Hemust never drinkwine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit
from his mother’s womb. 16 And many of
the people of Israel will be turned to the
Lord their God. 17 He will go before the
face of the Lord in the spirit and power of
Elijah. He will do this to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children, so that the dis-
obedient will walk in the wisdom of the
just—to make ready for the Lord a people
prepared for him.”

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I
know this? For I am an old man and my
wife is very old.” 19 The angel answered
and said to him, ”I amGabriel, who stands
in the presence of God. I was sent to
speak to you, to bring you this good news.
20 And behold, you will be silent, unable
to speak, until the day these things take
place. This is because you did not believe
my words, which will be fulfilled at the
right time.” 21 Now the people were wait-
ing for Zechariah. They were surprised
that he was spending so much time in the
temple. 22 But when he came out, he could
not speak to them. They realized that he
had seen a vision while he was in the tem-
ple. He kept on making signs to them
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and remained silent. 23 It came about that
when the days of his service were over, he
went to his house.
24 After these days, his wife Elizabeth con-
ceived and for five months she kept her-
self hidden. She said, 25 “This is what the
Lord has done for me when he looked at
me with favor in order to take away my
shame before people.”
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel
was sent from God to a city in Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph. He be-
longed to the house of David, and the vir-
gin’s name was Mary. 28 He came to her
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 But
she was very confused by his words and
she wondered what kind of greeting this
could be. 30 The angel said to her, ”Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31 And see, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son. You will
call his name ‘Jesus.’ 32 He will be great
andwill be called the Son of theMost High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of
his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and there will
be no end to his kingdom.” 34 Mary said
to the angel, “How will this happen, since
I have not slept with any man?” 35 The an-
gel answered and said to her, ”The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will come over you. So
the holy one to be born will be called the
Son of God. 36 And see, your relative Eliz-
abeth has also conceived a son in her old
age. This is the sixth month for her, she
whowas called barren. 37 For nothingwill
be impossible for God.” 38 Mary said, “See,
I am the female servant of the Lord. Let
it be for me according to your message.”
Then the angel left her.
39 Then Mary arose in those days and
quickly went into the hill country, to a city

in Judea. 40 She went into the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Now
it happened that when Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb
jumped, and Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit. 42 She raised her voice
and said loudly, ”Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43 And why has it happened to me
that the mother of my Lord should come
to me? 44 For see, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my
womb jumped for joy. 45 And blessed is
she who believed that there would be a
fulfilment of the things that were told her
from the Lord.” 46 Mary said,

”My soul praises the Lord,
47 and my spirit has rejoiced in God my

savior.
48 For he has looked at the low condition

of his female servant.

For see, from now on all generations
will call me blessed.

49 For he who is mighty has done great
things for me,

and his name is holy.
50 His mercy lasts from generation to

generation for those who fear him.
51 He has displayed strength with his

arm;

he has scattered those who were proud
about the thoughts of their hearts.

52 He has thrown down princes from
their thrones

and he has raised up those of low con-
dition.

53 He has filled the hungry with good
things,

but the rich he has sent away empty.
54Hehas given help to Israel his servant,
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so as to remember to show mercy
55 (as he said to our fathers) to Abraham

and his descendants forever.”
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three
months and then returned to her house.
57 Now the time had come for Elizabeth to
deliver her baby and she gave birth to a
son. 58 Her neighbors and her relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59 Now it happened on the eighth day that
they came to circumcise the child. They
would have called him “Zechariah,” after
the name of his father. 60 But his mother
answered and said, “No. He will be called
John.” 61 They said to her, “There is no one
among your relatives who is called by this
name.” 62 They made signs to his father
as to how he wanted him to be named. 63

His father asked for a writing tablet and
wrote, “His name is John.” They all were
astonished at this. 64 Immediately his
mouth was opened and his tongue was
freed. He spoke and praised God. 65

Fear came on all who lived around them.
All these matters were spread through-
out all the hill country of Judea. 66 And
all who heard them stored them in their
hearts, saying, “What then will this child
become?” For the hand of the Lord was
with him.
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the
Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

68 ”Praised be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has come to help and he has ac-
complished redemption for his people.

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation
for us

in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy

prophets who were in ancient times.

71 He will bring salvation from our ene-
mies

and from the hand of all who hate us.
72 He will do this to show mercy to our

fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he spoke to Abraham

our father.
74 He swore to grant to us that we, hav-

ing been delivered out of the hand of our
enemies,

would serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before

him all our days.
76 Yes, and you, child, will be called a

prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his paths,

to prepare people for his coming,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his

people

by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 This will happen because of the ten-

der mercy of our God,

because of which the sunrise from on
high will come to help us,

79 to shine on those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death.

He will do this to guide our feet into the
path of peace.”
80 Now the child grew and became strong
in spirit, and he was in the wilderness un-
til the day of his public appearance to Is-
rael.

Chapter 2
1 Now in those days, it came about that
Caesar Augustus sent out a decree order-
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ing that a census be taken of all the peo-
ple living in the world. 2 This was the first
census made while Quirinius was gover-
nor of Syria. 3 So everyone went to his
own city to be registered for the census.
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
of David which is called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was of the house and family line
of David. 5 Hewent there to register along
with Mary, who was engaged to him and
was pregnant. 6 Now it came about
that while they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her baby. 7 She gave
birth to a son, her firstborn child, and she
wrapped him in long strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn.
8 There were shepherds in that region
who were staying in the fields, guarding
their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. 10 Then the angel
said to them, ”Do not be afraid, because
I bring you the good news that will bring
great joy to all the people. 11 Today a sav-
ior was born for you in the city of David!
He is Christ the Lord! 12 This is the sign
that will be given to you: You will find
a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and ly-
ing in a manger.” 13 Suddenly there was
together with the angel a great, heavenly
army praising God and saying,

14 ”Glory to God in the highest,

andmay there be peace on earth among
people

with whom he is pleased.”
15 It came about that when the angels had
gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, “Let us now
go to Bethlehem, and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16 They hurried there and

foundMary and Joseph, and saw the baby
lying in the manger. 17 After they had
seen him, they made known what had
been said to them about this child. 18 All
who heard it were amazed at what was
spoken to them by the shepherds. 19 But
Mary kept thinking about all the things
she had heard, treasuring them in her
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for everything that
they had heard and seen, just as it had
been spoken to them.
21 When it was the end of the eighth day,
when he was circumcised, he was named
Jesus, the name he had been given by
the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.
22 When the required number of days for
their purification had passed, according
to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
brought himup to the temple in Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord. 23 As it is writ-
ten in the law of the Lord, “Every male
who opens the womb will be set apart to
the Lord.” 24 So they offered a sacrifice
according to what was said in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of doves or two young
pigeons.” 25 Behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout. He
was looking for the consolation of Israel,
and theHoly Spiritwas uponhim. 26 It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Led by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple. When the
parents brought in the infant Jesus, to do
for him according to the customof the law,
28 he took him into his arms and praised
God and he said,

29 ”Now let your servant depart in peace,
Lord, according to your word.

30 Formy eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the pres-
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ence of all peoples:
32 A light for revelation to the Gentiles

and glory to your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother were
amazed at the things which were spoken
concerning him. 34 Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, ”Behold,
this child is appointed for the downfall
and rising up of many people in Israel
and for a sign that is rejected— 35 and a
sword will pierce your own soul—so that
the thoughts of many hearts may be re-
vealed.” 36 A prophetess named Annawas
there. She was the daughter of Phanuel
from the tribe of Asher. She was very
old. She had lived with her husband for
seven years after her virginity, 37 and was
a widow for eighty-four years. She never
left the temple but was serving with fast-
ings and prayers, night and day. 38 At that
very hour she came near to them and be-
gan giving thanks to God and she spoke
about the child to everyone who had been
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39When they hadfinished everything they
were required to do according to the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, in-
creasing in wisdom, and the grace of God
was upon him.
41 His parents went every year to
Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.
42 When he was twelve years old, they
again went up at the customary time for
the feast. 43 After they had stayed the
full number of days for the feast, they be-
gan to return home. But the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem and his par-
ents did not know it. 44 They assumed
that he was with the group that was trav-
eling with them, so they traveled a day’s
journey. Then they started looking for
him among their relatives and friends. 45

When they did not findhim, they returned

to Jerusalem and started looking for him
there. 46 It came about that after three
days, they found him in the temple, sitting
in the middle of the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. 47 All
who heard him were amazed at his un-
derstanding and his answers. 48 When
they saw him, they were astonished. His
mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us this way? Listen, your father
and I have been anxiously searching for
you.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you
searching for me? Did you not know that
I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But
they did not understandwhat hemeant by
those words. 51 Then he went back home
with them to Nazareth and was obedient
to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart.
52 But Jesus continued to grow in wisdom
and stature, and increased in favor with
God and people.

Chapter 3
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign
of Tiberius Caesar— while Pontius Pi-
late was governor of Judea, Herod was
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Tra-
chonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abi-
lene, 2 during the high priesthood of An-
nas and Caiaphas—the word of God came
to John son of Zechariah in the wilder-
ness. 3 Hewent into all the region around
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is
written in the book of the words of Isaiah
the prophet,

”A voice of one calling out in the wilder-
ness,

’Make ready the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
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5 Every valley will be filled,

and every mountain and hill will be
made low,

and the crooked roads will be made
straight,

and the uneven places will be built into
roads,

6 and all flesh will see the salvation of
God.’”
7 So John said to the crowds who were
coming out to be baptized by him, ”You
offspring of vipers! Who warned you to
run away from the wrath that is coming?
8 Therefore, produce fruits that are wor-
thy of repentance, and do not begin to say
within yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for
our father,’ for I tell you that God is able
to raise up children for Abraham from
these stones. 9 Even now the ax is set
against the root of the trees. So every
tree that does not produce good fruit is
chopped down and thrown into the fire.”
10 Then the crowds kept asking him, say-
ing, “What then are we to do?” 11 He an-
swered and said to them, “If someone has
two tunics, he should share it with a per-
son who has none, and the one having
food should do the same.” 12 Tax collec-
tors also came to be baptized, and they
said to him, “Teacher, what must we do?”
13 He said to them, “Do not collect more
money than you have been ordered to col-
lect.” 14 Some soldiers also asked him,
saying, “And what about us? What must
we do?” He said to them, “Do not take
money from anyone by force, and do not
accuse anyone falsely. Be content with
your wages.”
15 Now as the people were eagerly expect-
ing the Christ to come, everyone was won-
dering in their hearts concerning John,
whether hemight be the Christ. 16 John an-
swered by saying to them all, ”As for me,
I baptize you with water, but someone is

coming who is more powerful than I, and
I am not worthy even to untie the strap
of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His win-
nowing fork is in his hand to thoroughly
clear off his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his storehouse. But he will
burn up the chaff with fire that can never
be put out.”
18 With many other exhortations also,
John preached good news to the people.
19 When Herod the tetrarch had been re-
proved for marrying his brother’s wife
Herodias, and for all the other evil things
that Herod had done, 20 he added this to
them all, that he locked John up in prison.
21 Now it came about, when all the peo-
plewere baptized, Jesus alsowas baptized.
And while he was praying, the heavens
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit in bodily
form came down on him like a dove, and a
voice came fromheaven, “You aremy Son,
whom I love. I am pleased with you.”
23 When Jesus began his ministry, he was
about thirty years of age. He was the son
(as it was assumed) of Joseph, the son of
Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,
the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the
son of Joseph. 25 Joseph was the son of
Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of
Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai,
26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the
son of Joda. 27 Joda was the son of Joanan,
the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel,
the son of Salathiel, the son of Neri, 28 the
son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of
Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,
29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son
of Levi. 30 Levi was the son of Simeon,
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the
son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the
son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son
of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son
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of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon,
the son of Nahshon. 33 Nahshon was the
son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the
son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son
of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of
Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abra-
ham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,
35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son
of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of She-
lah. 36 Shelah was the son of Cainan, the
son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son
of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of
Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of
Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth,
the son of Adam, the son of God.

Chapter 4
1 Then Jesus, being full of the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordan River, and was
led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 where
for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing during those days, and at
the end of that time he was hungry. 3

The devil said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command this stone to become
bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’ ”
5 Then the devil was leading Jesus up to
a high place and he showed him all the
kingdoms of the world in an instant of
time. 6 The devil said to him, ”I will give
to you all this authority and all their splen-
dor, for they have been given to me, and
I can give it to anyone I want. 7 So then,
if you will bow down and worship me, it
will be yours.” 8 But Jesus answered and
said to him, “It is written, ‘You will wor-
ship the Lord your God, and youwill serve
only him.’ ” 9 Then the devil led Jesus to
Jerusalem and put him on the very high-
est point of the temple building, and said
to him, ”If you are the Son of God, throw

yourself down from here. 10 For it is writ-
ten,

‘Hewill give orders to his angels regard-
ing you, to protect you,’

11 and, ’They will lift you up in their
hands,

so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.’”
12 And answering him, Jesus said, “It is
said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’ ”
13 When the devil had finished testing Je-
sus, he went away and left him until an-
other time.
14 Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the
power of the Spirit, and news about him
spread throughout the entire surrounding
region. 15 And he began to teach in their
synagogues and he was praised by all.
16 He came into Nazareth, where he had
been raised. And as was his custom, he
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath day
and he stood up to read aloud. 17 The
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
him. He opened the scroll and found the
place where it was written,

18 ”The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he anointed me to tell good
news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom to
the captives,

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to set free those who are oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s fa-

vor.”
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed
on him. 21 He began to speak to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.” 22 Everyone there spoke
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well of him and they were amazed at the
gracious words which were coming out
of his mouth. And they asked, “Is this
not the son of Joseph?” 23 He said to
them, “Surely you will say this proverb to
me, ‘Doctor, heal yourself. Whatever we
heard that you did in Capernaum, do the
same in your hometown.’ ” 24 But he said,
”Truly I say to you, no prophet is received
in his own hometown. 25 But in truth I
tell you that there were many widows in
Israel during the time of Elijah, when the
sky was shut up for three years and six
months, and a great famine came upon all
the land. 26 But Elijah was sent to none of
them, but only to Zarephath in Sidon, to
a widow living there. 27 And there were
many lepers in Israel during the time of
Elisha the prophet, but none of themwere
healed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 All
the people in the synagogue were filled
with rage when they heard these things.
29 They got up, forced him out of the town,
and led him to the cliff of the hill onwhich
their town was built, so they might throw
him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through
themiddle of themandhewent to another
place.

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a
city in Galilee, and he began to teach them
on the Sabbath. 32 They were astonished
at his teaching, because he spoke with au-
thority. 33 Now in the synagogue there
was a man who had the spirit of an un-
clean demon, and he cried out with a loud
voice, 34 “Ah! What do we have to do with
you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are—the
Holy One of God!” 35 Jesus rebuked the
demon, saying, “Do not speak and come
out of him!” When the demon had thrown
the man down in the middle of them, he
came out of him, and did not harm him
in any way. 36 All the people were very
amazed, and they kept talking about it
with one another. They said, “What kind

of words are these? He commands the
unclean spirits with authority and power
and they come out.” 37 So news about him
began to spread into every part of the sur-
rounding region.
38 Then Jesus left the synagogue and en-
tered into the house of Simon. Now Si-
mon’s mother-in-law was suffering with a
high fever, and they pleaded with him on
her behalf. 39 So he stood over her and re-
buked the fever, and it left her. Immedi-
ately she got up and started serving them.
40 When the sun was setting, people
brought to Jesus everyone who was sick
with various kinds of diseases. He laid his
hands on every one of them and healed
them. 41 Demons also came out from
many of them, crying out and saying, “You
are the Son of God!” Jesus rebuked the
demons and would not let them speak, be-
cause they knew that he was the Christ.
42 When daybreak came, he went out into
a solitary place. Crowds of people were
looking for him and came to the place
where he was. They tried to keep him
from going away from them. 43 But he
said to them, “I must also preach the good
news about the kingdom of God to many
other cities, because this is the reason I
was sent here.”
44 Then he continued to preach in the syn-
agogues throughout Judea.

Chapter 5
1 Now it happened, while the people were
crowding around Jesus and listening to
the word of God, that he was standing by
the lake of Gennesaret. 2He saw twoboats
pulled up by the edge of the lake. The fish-
ermen had gotten out of them and were
washing their nets. 3 Jesus got into one of
the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked

72



Luke

him to put it out in the water a short dis-
tance from the land. Then he sat down
and taught the people out of the boat. 4

When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Take the boat out into the deeper
water and let down your nets for a catch.”
5 Simon answered and said, “Master, we
worked all night, and caught nothing, but
at your word, I will let down the nets.” 6

When they had done this, they gathered
a very large number of fish, and their
nets were breaking. 7 So they motioned to
their partners in the other boat that they
should come and help them. They came
and filled both the boats, so that they be-
gan to sink. 8 But Simon Peter, when he
saw it, fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
Lord.” 9 For he was amazed, and all who
were with him, at the catch of fish which
they had taken. 10 This included James
and John, sons of Zebedee, whowere part-
ners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon,
“Do not be afraid, because from now on
you will catch men.” 11 When they had
brought their boats to land, they left every-
thing and followed him.

12 It came about that while he was in one
of the cities, a man full of leprosy was
there. When he saw Jesus, he fell on
his face and begged him, saying, “Lord, if
you are willing, you can make me clean.”
13 Then Jesus reached out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing. Be
clean.” And immediately the leprosy left
him. 14 He instructed him to tell no
one, but told him, “Go on your way, and
show yourself to the priest and offer a
sacrifice for your cleansing, according to
what Moses commanded, for a testimony
to them.” 15 But the report about him
spread even farther, and large crowds of
people came together to hear him teach
and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16

But he often withdrew into the deserted
places and prayed.

17 It came about on one of those days that
he was teaching, and there were Phar-
isees and teachers of the law sitting there
who had come from many different vil-
lages in the regions of Galilee and Judea,
and also from the town of Jerusalem. The
power of the Lord was with him to heal.
18 Now some men came, carrying on a
mat a man that was paralyzed, and they
looked for a way to bring him inside in or-
der to lay him down in front of Jesus. 19

They could not find a way to bring him
in because of the crowd, so they went up
to the housetop and let the man down
through the tiles, on his mat, into the
midst of the people, right in front of Je-
sus. 20 Seeing their faith, Jesus said,
“Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 The
scribes and the Pharisees began to ques-
tion this, saying, “Who is this who speaks
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but
God alone?” 22 But Jesus, perceivingwhat
they were thinking, answered and said to
them, ”Why are you questioning this in
your hearts? 23 Which is easier to say,
‘Your sins are forgiven you’ or to say ‘Get
up and walk?’ 24 But that you may know
that the Son ofMan has authority on earth
to forgive sins, I say to you, ‘Get up, pick
up your mat and go to your house.’” 25

Immediately he got up in front of them
and picked up the mat on which he was
lying. Thenhewent away to his house, glo-
rifying God. 26 Everyone was amazed and
they glorified God. They were filled with
fear, saying, “We have seen extraordinary
things today.”

27 After these things happened, Jesus went
out from there and saw a tax collector
named Levi sitting at the tax collector’s
tent. He said to him, “Follow me.” 28 So
Levi got up and followed him, leaving ev-
erything behind.

29 Then Levi gave a big banquet in his
house for Jesus. There were many tax
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collectors there and other people who
were reclining at the table and eating
with them. 30 But the Pharisees and their
scribes were complaining to his disciples,
saying, “Why do you eat and drink with
tax collectors and other sinful people?”
31 Jesus answered them, ”People who are
well do not need a physician; only those
who are sick. 32 I did not come to call righ-
teous people to repentance, but to call sin-
ners to repentance.”
33 They said to him, “The disciples of John
often fast and pray, and the disciples of
the Pharisees do the same. But your dis-
ciples eat and drink.” 34 Jesus said to
them, ”Can anyone make the wedding at-
tendants of the bridegroom fast while the
bridegroom is still with them? 35 But the
days will come when the bridegroom will
be taken away from them, then in those
days they will fast.” 36 Then Jesus also
spoke a parable to them. ”No one tears
a piece of cloth from a new garment and
uses it to mend an old garment. If he did
that, he would tear the new garment, and
the piece of cloth from the new garment
would not fit with the cloth of the old gar-
ment. 37 And no one puts new wine into
old wineskins. If he does that, the new
wine would burst the skins, and the wine
would be spilled, and thewineskinswould
be destroyed. 38 But newwinemust be put
into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after
drinking old wine wants the new, for he
says, ‘The old is better.’”

Chapter 6
1 Now it happened on a Sabbath that Jesus
was going through the grainfields and his
disciples were picking the heads of grain,
rubbing them between their hands and
eating the grain. 2 But some of the Phar-
isees said, “Why are you doing something

that is not lawful to do on the Sabbath
day?” 3 And answering them, Jesus said,
”Have you not even read what David did
when hewas hungry, he and themenwho
were with him? 4 He went into the house
of God, and took the bread of the presence
and ate some of it, and also gave some to
the men who were with him to eat, even
though it was only lawful for the priests
to eat it.” 5 Then he said to them, “The Son
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

6 It happened on another Sabbath that he
went into the synagogue and taught the
people there. A man was there whose
right hand was withered. 7 The scribes
and the Pharisees were watching him
closely to see whether he would heal
someone on the Sabbath, so that they
might find a reason to accuse him. 8 But
he knew what they were thinking and he
said to themanwhose handwaswithered,
“Get up, and stand here in the middle of
everyone.” So the man got up and stood
there. 9 Jesus said to them, “I ask you,
is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or
to do harm, to save a life or to destroy
it?” 10 Then he looked around at them
all and said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He did so, and his hand was re-
stored. 11 But they were filled with anger
and they talked to each other about what
they might do to Jesus.

12 It happened in those days that he went
out to the mountain to pray. He contin-
ued all night in prayer to God. 13 When it
was day, he called his disciples to him, and
he chose twelve of them, whom he also
named apostles. 14 The names of the apos-
tles were Simon (whom he also named Pe-
ter) and his brother Andrew, James, John,
Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas,
James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was
called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James,
and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
17 Then Jesus came down the mountain
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with them and stood on a level place with
a large crowd of his disciples and a large
number of the people from Judea and
Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and
Sidon. 18 They had come to listen to him
and to be healed of their diseases. Peo-
ple who were troubled with unclean spir-
its were also healed. 19 Everyone in the
crowd kept trying to touch him because
power to heal was coming out from him,
and he healed them all.

20 Then he looked at his disciples, and said,
”Blessed are you who are poor, for yours
is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you
who hunger now, for you will be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you
will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when peo-
ple hate you and when they exclude you
and insult you, because of the Son of Man.
23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, be-
cause you will surely have a great reward
in heaven, for their ancestors treated the
prophets in the same way. 24 But woe to
you who are rich, for you have already re-
ceived your comfort. 25 Woe to you who
are full now, for you will be hungry later.
Woe to you who laugh now, for you will
mourn and weep later. 26 Woe to you,
when all men speak well of you, for that
is how their ancestors treated the false
prophets.

27 But I say to you who are listening, love
your enemies and do good to those who
hate you. 28 Bless thosewho curse you and
pray for those who mistreat you. 29 To
him who strikes you on the one cheek, of-
fer him also the other. If someone takes
away your coat, do not withhold your tu-
nic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks
you. If someone takes away something
that belongs to you, do not ask him to give
it back to you. 31 As you want people
to do to you, you should do the same to
them. 32 If you only love people who love
you, what credit is that to you? For even

sinners love those who love them. 33 If
you do good only to peoplewho do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 34 If you only lend
to people who you expect will pay you
back, what credit is that to you? Even sin-
ners lend to sinners, to get back the same
amount. 35 But love your enemies and
do good to them. Lend expecting nothing
in return and your reward will be great
and you will be sons of the Most High, for
he himself is kind toward unthankful and
evil people. 36 Be merciful, just as your Fa-
ther is merciful. 37 Do not judge, and you
will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive oth-
ers, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give,
and it will be given to you. A generous
amount—pressed down, shaken together
and spilling over—will pour into your lap.
For with the measure you use, it will be
measured back to you.”

39 Then he also told themaparable. ”Can a
blind person guide another blind person?
If he did, they would both fall into a pit,
would they not? 40 Adisciple is not greater
than his teacher, but everyone when he is
fully trained will be like his teacher. 41

And why do you look at the tiny piece of
straw that is in your brother’s eye, but you
do not notice the log that is in your own
eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me take out the piece of straw
that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do
not even see the log that is in your own
eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out
of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take out the piece of straw that
is in your brother’s eye. 43 For there is no
good tree that produces rotten fruit, nor
is there a rotten tree that produces good
fruit. 44 For each tree is known by the
kind of fruit it produces. For people do not
gather figs from a thornbush, nor do they
gather grapes from a briar bush. 45 The
good man from the good treasure of his
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heart produces what is good, and the evil
man from the evil treasure of his heart
produces what is evil. For out of the abun-
dance of the heart his mouth speaks.
46 Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and
yet you do not obey the things that I say?
47 Every person who comes to me and
hearsmywords and obeys them, I will tell
you what he is like. 48 He is like a man
building a house, who dug down deep in
the ground and built the house’s founda-
tion on solid rock. When a flood came, the
torrent ofwater flowedagainst that house,
but could not shake it, because it had been
well built. 49 But the person who hears
my words and does not obey them, he is
like a man who built a house on top of the
ground without a foundation. When the
torrent ofwater flowedagainst that house,
it immediately collapsed, and the ruin of
that house was complete.”

Chapter 7
1 After Jesus had finished everything he
was saying in the hearing of the people, he
entered Capernaum.
2 Now a centurion had a slave who was
highly regarded by him, and he was sick
and about to die. 3 When the centurion
heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders
of the Jews, asking him to come and heal
his servant. 4 When they had come to Je-
sus, they asked him earnestly, saying, ”He
is worthy to have you do this for him, 5 be-
cause he loves our nation, and he is the
one who built the synagogue for us.” 6

So Jesus continued on his way with them.
But when he was not far from the house,
the centurion sent friends to say to him,
”Lord, do not trouble yourself, because I
am not worthy for you to come under my
roof. 7 For this reason I did not even con-
sider myself worthy to come to you, but

just say a word and my servant will be
healed. 8 For I also am a man who is un-
der authority, with soldiers under me. I
say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to
another one, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed
at him, and turning to the crowd follow-
ing him said, “I say to you, not even in Is-
rael have I found such faith.” 10 Andwhen
those who had been sent returned to the
house, they found the servant was well.

11 Soon after that, Jesus went to a town
called Nain, and his disciples and a great
crowd went with him. 12 As he came near
to the gate of the town, behold, a man
who had died was being carried out, the
only son of hismother (whowas awidow),
and a rather large crowd from the town
was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her,
he was deeply moved with compassion
for her and said to her, “Do not cry.” 14

Then he went up and touched the wooden
frame on which they carried the body,
and those carrying it stood still. He said,
“Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 The
dead man sat up and began to speak, and
Jesus gave him to hismother. 16 Then fear
overcame all of them, and they kept prais-
ing God, saying, “A great prophet has been
raised among us” and “God has looked
upon his people.” 17 This news about Je-
sus spread throughout the whole of Judea
and all the neighboring regions.

18 John’s disciples told him about all these
things. 19 Then John called two of his disci-
ples and sent them to the Lord to say, “Are
you the one who is to come, or should we
look for another?” 20When they had come
near to Jesus, the men said, “John the Bap-
tist has sent us to you to say, ‘Are you the
one who is coming, or should we look for
another?’ ” 21 In that hour he healed
many people from sicknesses and afflic-
tions and from evil spirits, and to many
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blind people he gave sight. 22 Jesus an-
swered and said to them, ”After you have
gone on your way, report to John what
you have seen and heard. Blind people
are receiving sight, lame people are walk-
ing, lepers are being cleansed, deaf people
are hearing, dead people are being raised
back to life, and needy people are being
told the good news. 23 The person who
does not stop believing in me because of
my actions is blessed.”
24 After John’s messengers had gone away,
Jesus began to say to the crowds about
John, ”What did you go out into the desert
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 But
what did you go out to see? Aman dressed
in soft clothes? Look, those who wear ex-
pensive clothing and who live in luxury
are in kings’ palaces. 26 But what did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of
whom it is written,

’See, I am sendingmymessenger before
your face,

who will prepare your way before
you.’
28 I say to you, among those born of
women none is greater than John. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of God
is greater than he is.” 29 (When all the
people heard this, including the tax collec-
tors, they declared that God is righteous,
because they had been baptized with the
baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and
the experts in Jewish law rejected God’s
purpose for themselves, because they had
not been baptized by John.) 31 ”To what,
then, can I compare the people of this gen-
eration? What are they like? 32 They are
like children playing in the marketplace,
who sit and call to one another and say,
‘We played a flute for you, and you did
not dance. We sang a funeral song, and
you did not cry.’ 33 For John the Bap-
tist came eating no bread and drinking no

wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34

The Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and you say, ‘Look, he is a gluttonous man
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!’ 35 But wisdom is justified by
all her children.”

36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus
to eatwith him. So after Jesus entered into
the Pharisee’s house, he reclined at the ta-
ble to eat. 37 Behold, there was a woman
in the city who was a sinner. When she
found out that he was reclining at the ta-
ble in the Pharisee’s house, she brought
an alabaster jar of perfumed oil. 38 As
she stood behind him near his feet, weep-
ing, she began to wet his feet with her
tears, and shewiped themwith the hair of
her head and kissed his feet and anointed
them with perfumed oil. 39 When the
Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw this,
he thought to himself, saying, “If this man
were a prophet, then he would know who
and what type of woman is touching him,
that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus responded
and said to him, “Simon, I have something
to say to you.” He said, “Say it, Teacher!”
41 Jesus said, ”A certain moneylender had
two debtors. The one owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they
could not pay him, he forgave them both.
Therefore, which of them will love him
more?” 43 Simon answered him and said,
“I suppose the one whom he forgave the
most.” Jesus said to him, “You have judged
correctly.” 44 Jesus turned to the woman
and said to Simon, ”You see this woman.
I have entered into your house. You gave
me no water for my feet, but she has wet
my feet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. 45 You did not giveme a kiss,
but from the time I came in she did not
stop kissingmy feet. 46 You did not anoint
my headwith oil, but she has anointedmy
feet with perfumed oil. 47 Therefore I say
to you, her sins, which were many, have
been forgiven—for she loved much. But
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the one who is forgiven little, loves little.”
48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are for-
given.” 49 Those reclining together began
to say among themselves, “Who is this that
even forgives sins?” 50 Then Jesus said to
the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go
in peace.”

Chapter 8
1 It happened soon afterward that Jesus
began traveling around to different cities
and villages, preaching and proclaiming
the good news about the kingdom of God.
The twelve were with him, 2 as well as cer-
tain women who had been healed of evil
spirits and diseases: Mary whowas called
Magdalene, from whom seven demons
had been driven out; 3 Joanna, the wife
of Chuza, Herod’s manager; Susanna; and
many others, who, out of their posses-
sions, provided for their needs.
4 While a large crowd of people was gath-
ering, and people were coming to him
from town after town, he told a parable:
5 ”A farmer went out to sow his seed. As
he sowed, some fell beside the road and
it was trampled underfoot, and the birds
of the sky devoured it. 6 Some fell on the
rock, and as soon as it grew up, it with-
ered away, because it had no moisture.
7 And some fell among thorns, and the
thorns grewup togetherwith the seed and
choked it. 8 But some fell on good soil and
produced a crop thatwas a hundred times
greater.” After Jesus had said these things,
he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear,
let him hear.”
9 His disciples asked him what this para-
ble meant. 10 He said, ”The knowledge of
the secrets of the kingdomofGodhas been
given to you, but for others I speak in para-
bles, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and
hearing they may not understand.’ 11

Now this is the meaning of the parable:
the seed is the word of God. 12 The ones
along the path are those who have heard,
but then the devil comes and takes away
the word from their hearts, so they may
not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones
on the rock are thosewho, when they hear
the word, receive it with joy. But they
have no root; they believe for a while, and
in a time of testing they fall away. 14 The
seeds that fell among the thorns are peo-
ple who hear the word, but as they go on
their way, they are choked by the cares
and riches and pleasures of this life, and
their fruit does notmature. 15 But the seed
that fell on the good soil, these are the
ones who, hearing the word with an hon-
est and good heart, they hold it securely
and bear fruit with patient endurance.
16 Now, no one, when he has lit a lamp,
covers it with a bowl or puts it under a
bed. Rather, he puts it on a lampstand,
so that everyone who enters may see the
light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will
not be made known, nor is anything se-
cret that will not be known and come into
the light. 18 So listen carefully, for to the
one who has, more will be given to him,
but the one who does not have, even what
he thinks he has will be taken away from
him.”
19 Then his mother and brothers came to
him, but they could not get near him be-
cause of the crowd. 20 He was told, “Your
mother and your brothers are standing
outside, wanting to see you.” 21 But Jesus
answered and said to them, “My mother
and my brothers are those who hear the
word of God and do it.”
22 Now one day he got into a boat with his
disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go
over to the other side of the lake.” They
set sail. 23 But as they sailed he fell asleep.
A terrible windstorm came down on the
lake, and their boat was filling with wa-
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ter, and they were in danger. 24 Then Je-
sus’ disciples came over to him and woke
him up, saying, “Master! Master! We are
about to die!” He awoke and rebuked the
wind and the raging of thewater, and they
ceased, and there was a calm. 25 Then he
said to them, “Where is your faith?” And
they were afraid, and while they were
afraid they were also amazed, and they
asked one another, “Who then is this, that
he commands even the winds and the wa-
ter, and they obey him?”

26 They sailed to the region of the
Gerasenes, which is across the lake from
Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped on the land,
he was met by a certain man from the
city who had demons. For a long time
he had worn no clothes, and he did not
live in a house but among the tombs. 28

When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell
down before him and he said with a loud
voice, “What have you to do with me, Je-
sus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you, do not torment me.” 29 For Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come
out of the man. For many times it had
seized him, and though he was bound
with chains and shackles and kept under
guard, he had broken his chains and he
would be driven by the demon into the
wilderness. 30 Then Jesus asked him,
“What is your name?” And he said, “Le-
gion,” for many demons had entered into
him. 31 They kept begging him not to send
them into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd
of pigs was there feeding on the hillside.
The demons begged him to let them go
into them, and he gave them permission.
33 So the demons came out of the man and
went into the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep slope into the lake andwas
drowned. 34 When those tending the pigs
saw what had happened, they ran off and
told about it in the city and countryside.
35 So the people went out to see what had
happened. And they came to Jesus and

found the man from whom the demons
had gone out, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid. 36 Then those who had seen
it told them how the man who had been
controlled by demons had been healed.
37 Then all the people of the region of
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to depart from
them, for they were overwhelmed with
great fear. So he got into the boat so they
could start back. 38 The man from whom
the demons had gone out begged him to
let him go with him, but Jesus sent him
away, saying, 39 “Return to your home and
give a full account of what God has done
for you.” The man went on his way, pro-
claiming throughout the whole city what
Jesus had done for him.

40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd
welcomed him, for they were all expect-
ing him. 41 Behold, a man named Jairus,
who was one of the leaders of the syna-
gogue, came and fell down at Jesus’ feet,
and he begged him to come to his house, 42
because his only daughter, a girl of about
twelve years of age, was dying. As Je-
sus was on his way, the crowds of people
pressed together around him.

43 Now a woman was there who had been
bleeding for twelve years and had spent
all her money on physicians a , but could
not be healed by any of them. 44 She
came behind Jesus and touched the edge
of his coat, and immediately her bleeding
stopped. 45 Jesus said, “Who was it who
touched me?” When all denied it, Peter
said, “Master, the crowds of people are
all around you and they are pressing in
against you.” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone
did touch me, for I know that power has
gone out from me.” 47 When the woman
saw that she could not escape notice, she
came trembling and falling down before
him. She declared in the presence of all
the people why she had touched him, and
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how she had been immediately healed. 48
Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith
has made you well. Go in peace.”
49 While he was still speaking, someone
came from the synagogue leader’s house,
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Do not
trouble the teacher any longer.” 50 But
when Jesus heard this, he answered Jairus,
“Do not be afraid; only believe, and she
will be healed.” 51 When he came to the
house, he allowed no one to enter with
him, except Peter and John and James,
and the father of the child and hermother.
52 Now all were mourning and wailing for
her, but he said, “Do not weep; she is not
dead but asleep.” 53 But they laughed at
him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But
he took her by the hand and called out,
saying, “Child, get up!” 55 Her spirit re-
turned, and she rose up immediately. He
ordered them to get her something to eat.
56 Her parents were astonished, but he or-
dered them to tell no one what had hap-
pened.

8:43 aScholars are divided whether the
phrase: “[she] had spent all her money on
physicians,” should be included here.

Chapter 9
1 He called the twelve together and gave
them power and authority over all the
demons and to cure diseases. 2 He sent
them out to preach the kingdom of God
and to heal the sick. 3 He said to them,
”Take nothing for your journey—no staff,
no wallet, no bread, no money, and no
extra tunic. 4 Whatever house you en-
ter, stay there until you leave. 5 Wher-
ever they do not receive you, when you
leave that town, shake off the dust from

your feet as a testimony against them.” 6

Then they departed and went through the
villages, proclaiming the good news and
healing everywhere.
7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about
all that was happening, and he was per-
plexed, because it was said by some that
John the Baptist had risen from the dead
ones, 8 and it was said that Elijah had ap-
peared, and still others that one of the
prophets of long ago had risen. 9 Herod
said, “I beheaded John, but who is this
about whom I hear such things?” And he
tried to see him.
10 When the apostles returned, they told
him everything they had done. Then he
took them with him, and they went away
privately to a town called Bethsaida. 11

But when the crowds heard about this,
they followed him. He welcomed them
and spoke to them about the kingdom of
God, and he cured those who needed heal-
ing. 12 Now the day was about to come to
an end, and the twelve came to him and
said, “Send the crowd away that they may
go into the surrounding villages and coun-
tryside to find lodging and food, because
we are here in an isolated place.” 13 But he
said to them, “You give them something to
eat.” They said, “We have no more than
five loaves of bread and two fish—unless
we go andbuy food for all these people.” 14

(Therewere about five thousandmen.) He
said to his disciples, “Have them sit down
in groups of about fifty each.” 15 So they
did this, and made the people sit down. 16
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, he blessed them and
broke them into pieces, and he gave them
to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17
They all ate and were satisfied, and what
was left over was picked up—twelve bas-
kets of broken pieces.
18 It came about while Jesus was praying
by himself, the disciples were with him.
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He questioned them, saying, “Who do the
crowds say that I am?” 19 They answered,
“John the Baptist. But others say Elijah,
and others say that one of the prophets
from long ago has risen.” 20 Then he said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 21

But he strongly warned them to tell this
to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Manmust
suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and
he will be killed and on the third day be
raised.” 23 And he said to them all, ”If
anyone wants to come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily
and followme. 24Whoeverwould save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will save it. 25 What good is it
for a person to gain the whole world, and
yet lose or forfeit himself? 26 Whoever
is ashamed of me and my words, of him
will the Son of Man be ashamed when he
comes in his own glory, and the glory of
the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I
say to you truly, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they
see the kingdom of God.”

28 Now about eight days after Jesus said
these words, he took with him Peter and
John and James andwent up on themoun-
tain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the
form of his face was changed, and his
clothes became brilliant white. 30 And
behold, two men were talking with him,
Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glo-
rious splendor. They spoke about his de-
parture, which he was about to bring to
completion in Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter
and those who were with himwere heavy
with sleep, but when they became fully
awake, they saw his glory and the two
men who were standing with him. 33 As
they were going away from Jesus, Peter
said to him, “Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let us make three shelters, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Eli-

jah.” (He did not know what he was say-
ing.) 34 As he was saying this, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they
were afraid as they entered into the cloud.
35 A voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my Son, the one who is chosen; lis-
ten to him.” 36When the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone. They kept silent
and told no one in those days anything of
what they had seen.

37 Now on the next day, when they came
down from the mountain, a large crowd
met him. 38 And behold, a man from the
crowd cried out, saying, ”Teacher, I beg
you to look at my son, for he is my only
child. 39 You see, a spirit takes control over
him and he suddenly screams; it causes
him to have convulsions so that he foams
at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him
and it bruises him badly. 40 I begged your
disciples to force it out, but they could
not.” 41 Jesus answered and said, “You un-
believing and depraved generation, how
long must I be with you and put up with
you? Bring your son here.” 42 While the
boy was coming, the demon threw him
to the ground and shook him with con-
vulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit and healed the boy, and gave him
back to his father. 43 Then they were
all amazed at the greatness of God. While
they all were marveling at everything he
was doing, he said to his disciples, 44 “Let
these words go deeply into your ears: the
SonofManwill be betrayed into thehands
of men.” 45 But they did not understand
this statement. It was hidden from them,
so they could not know its meaning. And
yet theywere afraid to ask about this state-
ment.

46 Then an argument started among them
about which of them would be the great-
est. 47 But Jesus, knowing the reasoning
in their hearts, took a little child and put
him by his side 48 and said to them, “Who-
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ever welcomes this child inmy name, wel-
comes me; and whoever welcomes me,
welcomes the one who sent me. For who-
ever is least among you all is the one who
is great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw some-
one forcing out demons in your name and
we prevented him, because he does not
follow along with us.” 50 “Do not stop
him,” Jesus said, “because whoever is not
against you is for you.”

51 When the days drew near for him to be
taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
52 He sent messengers on ahead of him,
and they went and entered into a Samari-
tan village to prepare everything for him.
53 But the people there did not welcome
him, because he had set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James
and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come down
from heaven and destroy them?” 55 But
he turned and rebuked them, 56 and they
went on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road,
someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 Jesus said to him,
“Foxes have holes, and birds in the sky
have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” 59 Then he
said to another, “Follow me.” But he said,
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 But he said to him, “Leave the dead to
bury their own dead. But as for you, go
and proclaim far andwide the kingdomof
God.” 61 Then someone else said, “I will
follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-
bye to those in my home.” 62 Jesus replied
to him, “No one who puts his hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”

Chapter 10
1 Now after these things, the Lord ap-
pointed seventy a others, and sent them
out twoby two ahead of him to every town
and place where he himself was about to
go. 2 He said to them, ”The harvest is plen-
tiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out la-
borers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way.
See, I send you out as lambs in themidst of
wolves. 4 Carry no bag of money, no trav-
eler’s bag, no sandals, and greet no one on
the road. 5 Whatever house you enter,
first say, ‘May peace be on this house!’ 6 If
a person of peace is there, your peace will
rest upon him, but if not, it will return to
you. 7 Remain in that same house, eating
and drinkingwhat they provide, for the la-
borer is worthy of his wages. Do notmove
around from house to house. 8 What-
ever town you enter, and they receive you,
eat what is set before you, 9 and heal the
sick that are there. Say to them, ‘The king-
dom of God has come close to you.’ 10

Whenever you enter a town and they do
not receive you, go out into its streets and
say, 11 ‘Even the dust from your town that
clings to our feet we wipe off against you!
But know this: The kingdom of God has
come near.’ 12 I say to you that on the
judgment day it will be more tolerable for
Sodom than for that town. 13 Woe to
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If
themighty works whichwere done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judg-
ment than for you. 15 You, Capernaum, do
you think you will be exalted to heaven?
No, youwill be brought down toHades. 16

The one who listens to you listens to me,
and the one who rejects you rejects me,
and the onewho rejectsme rejects the one
who sent me.”
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17 The seventy returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons submitted to us
in your name.” 18 Jesus said to them, ”I
was watching Satan fall from heaven as
lightning. 19 See, I have given you au-
thority to tread on serpents, and scorpi-
ons, and over all the power of the enemy,
and nothing will in any way hurt you. 20

Nevertheless do not rejoice only in this,
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
even more that your names are engraved
in heaven.”

21 At that same time he rejoiced greatly in
the Holy Spirit, and said, “I praise you, Fa-
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you concealed these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them to
those who are untaught, like little chil-
dren. Yes, Father, for so it was well pleas-
ing in your sight.” 22 “All things have been
entrusted to me from my Father, and no
one knows who the Son is except the Fa-
ther, and no one knows who the Father is
except the Son and those to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.” 23 Then he turned
around to the disciples and said privately,
”Blessed are those who see the things that
you see. 24 I say to you, many prophets
and kings desired to see the things you see,
and they did not see them, and to hear the
things that youhear, and they did not hear
them.”

25 Behold, a certain teacher of the Jewish
laws stood up so that he might test him,
saying, “Teacher, whatmust I do to inherit
eternal life?” 26 Jesus said to him, “What is
written in the law? How do you read it?”
27 And giving an answer he said, “You will
love the Lord yourGodwith all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind, and your neigh-
bor as yourself.” 28 Jesus said to him, “You
have answered correctly. Do this, and you
will live.” 29 But the teacher, desiring to
justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is

myneighbor?” 30 And giving an answer Je-
sus said, ”A certain man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho. He fell among
robbers, who stripped him of his belong-
ings, and beat him, and left him half dead.
31 By chance a certain priest was going
down that way, and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. 32 Similarly a
Levite also, whenhe came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. 33

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was. When he saw him,
he was moved with compassion. 34 He ap-
proached him and bound up his wounds,
pouring oil and wine on them. He set him
on his own animal, and brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day
he took out two denarii, and gave them to
the host, and said, ‘Take care of him and
whatever extra you spend, when I return,
I will repay you.’ 36 Which of these three,
do you think, was a neighbor to him who
fell among the robbers?” 37 The teacher
said, “The onewho showedmercy to him.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”
38 Now as they were traveling along, he
entered into a certain village, and a cer-
tain woman named Martha welcomed
him into her house. 39 She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
and heard his word. 40 But Martha
was overly busy with preparing to serve
a meal. She came up to Jesus, and said,
“Lord, do you not care that my sister left
me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to
help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and
said to her, ”Martha, Martha, you are anx-
ious about many things, 42 but only one
thing is necessary. Mary has chosen what
is best, which will not be taken away from
her.”

10:1 aMany of the best ancient copies read
“seventy” but some read “seventy-two”
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Chapter 11
1 It happened when Jesus was praying in
a certain place, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John
taught his disciples.” 2 Jesus said to them,
”When you pray say,

’Father, may your name be sanctified.

May your kingdom come.
3 Give us our daily bread each day.
4 Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive everyone

who is in debt to us.

Do not lead us into temptation.’”
5 Jesus said to them, ”Which of you will
have a friend, and will go to him at mid-
night, and say to him, ’Friend, lend to me
three loaves of bread, 6 since a friend of
mine just came in from the road, and I
do not have anything to set before him.’
7 Then the one inside who answered him
may say, ‘Do not bother me. The door is
already shut, and my children, along with
me, are in bed. I am not able to get up and
give bread to you.’ 8 I say to you, even if
he does not get up and give bread to you
because you are his friend, yet because of
your shameless persistence, he will get up
and give you as many loaves of bread as
you need. 9 I also say to you, ask, and
it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
10 For every asking person receives; and
the seeking person finds; and to the per-
son who knocks, it will be opened. 11

Which father among you, if your son asks
for a fish, will give him a snake instead
of a fish? a 12 Or if he asks for an egg,
will you give a scorpion to him? 13 There-
fore, if you who are evil know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father from heaven give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

14 Later, Jesus was driving out a demon,
and it was mute. It happened that when
the demon had come out, the mute man
spoke. The crowds were astonished! 15

But some of the people said, “By Beelze-
bul, the ruler of demons, he drives out
demons.” 16 Others tested himand sought
from him a sign from heaven. 17 But Jesus
knew their thoughts and said to them, ”Ev-
ery kingdomdivided against itself ismade
desolate, and a house divided against it-
self falls. 18 If Satan is divided against
himself, how will his kingdom stand? For
you say I cast out demons by Beelzebul.
19 If I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your followers drive them out?
Because of this, they will be your judges.
20 But if I drive out demons by the finger
of God, then the kingdom of God has come
to you. 21 When a strongmanwho is fully
armed guards his own house, his goods
are safe, 22 but when a stronger man over-
comes him, the stronger man takes away
the armor from theman, andplunders the
man’s possessions. 23 The one who is not
with me is against me, and the one who
doesnot gatherwithme scatters. 24When
an unclean spirit has gone away from a
man, it passes through waterless places
and looks for rest. Finding none, it says,
‘I will return to my house from which I
came.’ 25 Having returned, it finds that
house swept out and put in order. 26 Then
it goes and takes along with it seven other
spirits more evil than itself and they all
come in to live there. Then the final condi-
tion of that man becomes worse than the
first.”

27 It happened that, as he said these things,
a certain woman raised her voice above
the crowd and said to him, “Blessed is
the womb that bore you and the breasts
that nursed you.” 28 But he said, “Rather,
blessed are theywhohear thewordofGod
and keep it.”
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29 As the crowdswere increasing, Jesus be-
gan to say, ”This generation is an evil gen-
eration. It seeks a sign, though no sign
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.
30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the
Ninevites, so too the Son of Man will be
a sign to this generation. 31 The Queen
of the South will rise up at the judgment
with the men of this generation and con-
demn them, for she came from the ends of
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
and see, someone greater than Solomon is
here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand
up at the judgment with this generation
of people and will condemn it, for they re-
pented at the preaching of Jonah, and see,
someone greater than Jonah is here.
33 No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it in
a hidden place or under a basket, but on
a lampstand, so that those who enter may
see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of the
body. When your eye is good, the whole
body is filled with light. But when your
eye is bad, your body is full of darkness.
35 Therefore, be careful that the light in
you is not darkness. 36 If then, your whole
body is full of light, with no part of it in
darkness, then your whole body will be
like when a lamp shines its brightness on
you.”
37 When he had finished speaking, a Phar-
isee asked him to eat with him at his
house, so Jesus went in and reclined. 38

And the Pharisee was surprised that he
first did not wash before dinner. 39 But
the Lord said to him, ”Now then, you Phar-
isees clean the outside of cups and bowls,
but the inside of you is filled with greed
and evil. 40 You senseless men! Did not
the one who made the outside also make
the inside? 41 Give to the poor what is in-
side, and then all things will be clean for
you.
42 But woe to you Pharisees, because you
tithe the mint and rue and every other

garden herb, but you neglect justice and
the love of God. It is necessary to act
justly and love God, without failing to do
the other things also. 43 Woe to you
Pharisees, for you love the front seats in
the synagogues and respectful greetings
in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you, for
you are like unmarked graves that people
walk over without knowing it.”
45 And a certain teacher of the Jewish laws
answered him and said, “Teacher, what
you say insults us too.” 46 Jesus said, ”And
woe to you, teachers of the law! For you
burden men with burdens hard to carry,
but you do not even touch those burdens
with one of your own fingers. 47 Woe
to you, because you build tombs for the
prophets, and it was your ancestors who
killed them. 48 So you are witnesses and
you consent to the works of your ances-
tors, for they indeed killed them and you
build their tombs. 49 For this reason also,
God’s wisdom said, ‘I will send to them
prophets and apostles, and they will per-
secute and kill some of them.’ 50 This gen-
eration, then, will be held responsible for
all the blood of the prophets shed since
the world began, 51 from Abel’s blood to
the blood of Zechariah, who was killed be-
tween the altar and the sanctuary. Yes,
I say to you, this generation will be held
responsible. 52 Woe to you teachers of
Jewish laws, because youhave taken away
the key of knowledge; you do not enter in
yourselves, and you hinder those who are
entering.”
53 After Jesus left there, the scribes and the
Pharisees opposed him and argued with
him about many things, 54 trying to trap
him in his own words.

11:11 aThe best ancient copies have the
shorter reading, which we follow here.
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Some ancient copies have the longer read-
ing, which also is found in Matthew 7:9, ‘a
loaf of bread, will give him a stone.’

Chapter 12
1 In the meantime, whenmany thousands
of the people were gathered together, so
much that they trampled on each other,
he began to say to his disciples first of
all, ”Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy. 2 But there is nothing
concealed that will not be revealed, and
nothing hidden that will not be known. 3

So whatever you have said in the dark-
ness will be heard in the light, and what
you have spoken in the ear in the inner
rooms will be proclaimed upon the house-
tops. 4 I say to you my friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and af-
ter that they have no more that they can
do. 5 But I will warn you about whom to
fear. Fear the one who, after he has killed,
has authority to throw you into hell. Yes,
I say to you, fear him. 6 Are not five
sparrows sold for two small coins? Yet
not one of them is forgotten in the sight
of God. 7 But even the hairs of your head
are all numbered. Do not fear. You are
more valuable than many sparrows. 8

I say to you, everyone who confesses me
before men, the Son of Man will also con-
fess before the angels of God, 9 but hewho
denies me before men will be denied be-
fore the angels of God. 10 Everyone who
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it
will be forgiven him, but to him who blas-
phemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not
be forgiven. 11 When they bring you be-
fore the synagogues, the rulers, and the
authorities, do not worry about how you
will speak in your defense, or what you
will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach
you in that hour what you should say.”
13 Then someone from the crowd said to

him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus said
to him, “Man, who made me a judge or
a mediator over you?” 15 And he said to
them, “Watch that you keep yourselves
from all greedy desires, because a per-
son’s life does not consist of the abun-
dance of his possessions.” 16 Then Jesus
told them a parable, saying, ”The field of
a rich man yielded abundantly, 17 and he
reasoned with himself, saying, ‘What will
I do, because I do not have a place to store
my crops?’ 18 He said, ’This is what I will
do. I will pull down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there I will store all of
my grain and other goods. 19 I will say
to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods
stored up for many years. Rest easy, eat,
drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him,
‘Foolishman, tonight your soul is required
of you, and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’ 21 That is what some-
one is like who stores up treasure for him-
self and is not rich toward God.”

22 Jesus said to his disciples, ”Therefore I
say to you, do not worry about your life—
what you will eat, or about your body—
what you will wear. 23 For life is more
than food, and the body is more than
clothes. 24 Consider the ravens, that
they do not sow or reap. They have no
storeroom or barn, but God feeds them.
How much more valuable you are than
the birds! 25 And which of you by being
anxious can add a cubit to his lifespan? 26

If then you are not able to do even that
smallest thing, why do you worry about
the rest? 27 Consider the lilies—how they
grow. They do not labor, neither do they
spin. Yet I say to you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. 28 If God so clothes the grass in the
field, which exists today, and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, how much more
will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29

Donot look forwhat youwill eat andwhat
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you will drink, and do not be anxious. 30

For all the nations of the world look for
these things, and your Father knows that
you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom,
and these things will be added to you. 32

Do not fear, little flock, because your Fa-
ther is very pleased to give you the king-
dom. 33 Sell your possessions and give
to the poor. Make for yourselves purses
which will not wear out—treasure in the
heavens that does not run out, where no
thief comes near, and no moth destroys.
34 For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

35 Let your long clothing be tucked in at
your belt, and let your lamps be kept burn-
ing, 36 and be like people looking for their
master when he returns from the mar-
riage feast, so that when he comes and
knocks, they may immediately open the
door for him. 37 Blessed are those ser-
vants, whom the master will find watch-
ing when he comes. Truly I say to you,
he will tuck in his long clothing at his belt,
and have them sit down at the table, and
he will come and serve them. 38 If the
master comes in the second watch of the
night, or if even in the third watch, and
finds them ready, blessed are those ser-
vants. 39 Moreover know this, that if the
master of the house had known the hour
the thief was coming, he would not have
let his house be broken into. 40 Be ready
also, because you do not know the hour
when the Son of Man comes.”

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this
parable only to us, or also to everyone?”
42 The Lord said, ”Who then is the faith-
ful and wise manager whom his lord will
set over his other servants to give them
their portion of food at the right time?
43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord
finds doing that when he comes. 44 Truly
I say to you that he will set him over all
his property. 45 But if that servant says

in his heart, ‘My lord delays his return,’
and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink, and to be-
comedrunk, 46 the lord of that servantwill
come in a day when he does not expect,
and in an hour that he does not know, and
will cut him in pieces and appoint a place
for him with the unfaithful. 47 That ser-
vant, having knownhis lord’swill, andnot
having prepared or done according to his
will, will be beaten with many blows. 48

But the one who did not know and did
what deserved a beating, hewill be beaten
with a few blows. But everyone who has
been given much, from them much will
be required, and the one who has been
entrusted with much, even more will be
asked.

49 I came to cast fire upon the earth, and
how Iwish that it were already kindled. 50
But I have a baptism to be baptized with,
and how I am distressed until it is com-
pleted! 51 Do you think that I came to
bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division. 52 For from now on
there will be five in one house divided—
three people against two, and two peo-
ple against three. 53 They will be divided,
father against son, and son against fa-
ther; mother against daughter, and daugh-
ter against mother; mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law.”

54 Jesus was saying to the crowds also,
”When you see a cloud rising in the west,
immediately you say, ‘A shower is com-
ing,’ and so it happens. 55 And when a
south wind is blowing, you say, ‘There
will be a scorching heat,’ and it happens.
56 Hypocrites, you know how to interpret
the appearance of the earth and the heav-
ens, but how is it that you do not know
how to interpret the present time? 57

Why do you not judge what is right for
yourselves? 58 For when you go with your
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adversary before the magistrate, on the
way make an effort to settle the matter
with him so that he does not drag you to
the judge, and so that the judge does not
deliver you to the officer, and the officer
does not throw you into prison. 59 I say to
you, you will never come out from there
until you have paid the very last bit of
money.”

Chapter 13
1 At that time, some people there told him
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
mixed with their own sacrifices. 2 Jesus
answered and said to them, ”Do you think
that theseGalileansweremore sinful than
all the other Galileans because they suf-
fered in this way? 3 No, I tell you. But if
you do not repent, all of you will perish in
the same way. 4 Or those eighteen people
in Siloam on whom a tower fell and killed
them, do you think they were worse sin-
ners than other men in Jerusalem? 5 No,
I say. But if you do not repent, all of you
will also perish.”
6 Jesus told this parable, ”Someone had
a fig tree planted in his vineyard and he
came and looked for fruit on it but found
none. 7 The man said to the gardener,
‘Look, for three years I came and tried to
find fruit on this fig tree and found none.
Cut it down. Why let it waste the ground?’
8 The gardener answered and said, ’Leave
it alone this year while I dig around it and
put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next
year, good; but if it does not, cut it down!’”
10 Now Jesus was teaching in one of the
synagogues during the Sabbath. 11 Be-
hold, a woman was there who for eigh-
teen years had an evil spirit of weakness,
and she was bent over and not able to
completely stand up. 12 When Jesus saw
her, he called to her and said, “Woman,

you are freed from your weakness.” 13 He
placed his hands on her, and immediately
she was straightened up and she glorified
God. 14 But the synagogue ruler was indig-
nant because Jesus had healed on the Sab-
bath. So the ruler answered and said to
the crowd, “There are six days in which it
is necessary to work. Come and be healed
then, not on the Sabbath day.” 15 The
Lord answered himand said, ”Hypocrites!
Does not each of you untie your donkey
or cow from its stall and lead it to drink
on the Sabbath? 16 So too this daughter
of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eigh-
teen long years, should her bonds not be
untied on the Sabbath day?” 17 As he said
these things, all those who opposed him
were ashamed, but the whole crowd was
rejoicing over all the glorious things he
did.
18 Then Jesus said, ”What is the kingdom
of God like, and what can I compare it to?
19 It is like a mustard seed that a man took
and threw into his garden, and it grew
into a big tree, and the birds of heaven
built their nests in its branches.”
20 Again he said, ”To what can I compare
the kingdom of God? 21 It is like yeast that
a woman took and mixed with three mea-
sures of flour until it spread through all
the flour.”
22 Jesus visited each town and village on
the way to Jerusalem and taught them. 23

Someone said to him, “Lord, are only a
few people to be saved?” So he said to
them, 24 ”Struggle to enter through the
narrow door, because, I say to you, many
will want to enter, but will not be able to
enter. 25 Once the owner of the house
gets up and locks the door, then you will
stand outside and pound the door and say,
‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ And he will an-
swer and say to you, ‘I do not know you
or where you are from.’ 26 Then you will
say, ‘We ate and drank in front of you and
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you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will
reply, ‘I say to you, I do not know where
you are from. Get away fromme, you evil-
doers!’ 28 There will be crying and the
grinding of teeth when you see Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets in God’s
kingdom, but you are thrown out. 29 They
will come from the east, west, north, and
south, and be seated at a table in the king-
dom of God. 30 And know this, those who
are least important will be first, and those
who are most important will be last.”
31 Shortly after, some Pharisees came and
said to him, “Go and leave here because
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 Jesus said,
”Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I cast out
demons and perform healings today and
tomorrow, and the third day I will reach
my goal.’ 33 In any case, it is neces-
sary for me to continue on today, tomor-
row, and the following day, since it is not
acceptable to kill a prophet away from
Jerusalem. 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who
kills the prophets and stones those sent to
you. How often I desired to gather your
children the way a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, but you did not desire
this. 35 See, your house is abandoned. I
say to you, you will not see me until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.’”

Chapter 14
1 It happened one Sabbath, when he went
into the house of one of the leaders of
the Pharisees to eat bread, that they were
watching him closely. 2 Behold, there in
front of him was a man who was suffer-
ing from edema. 3 Jesus asked the experts
in the Jewish law and the Pharisees, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4

But they kept silent. So Jesus took hold of
him, healed him, and sent him away. 5 He

said to them, “Which of youwho has a son
or an ox that falls into a well on the Sab-
bath day will not immediately pull him
out?” 6 They were not able to give an an-
swer to these things.
7When Jesus noticed how thosewhowere
invited chose the seats of honor, he spoke
a parable, saying to them, 8 ”When you are
invited by someone to a wedding feast, do
not sit down in the place of honor, because
someone may have been invited who is
more honored than you. 9 When the per-
son who invited both of you arrives, he
will say to you, ‘Give this other person
your place,’ and then in shame you will
proceed to take the lowest place. 10 But
when you are invited, go and sit down in
the lowest place, so thatwhen the onewho
has invited you comes, he may say to you,
‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit at
the table with you. 11 For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted.”
12 Jesus also said to the man who had in-
vited him, ”When you give a dinner or
a banquet, do not invite your friends or
your brothers or your relatives or your
rich neighbors, as they may also invite
you in return, and you will be repaid. 13

But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind,
14 and you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you. For you will be repaid
in the resurrection of the just.”
15 When one of them who sat at the table
with Jesus heard these things, he said to
him, “Blessed is he who will eat bread in
the kingdom of God!” 16 But Jesus said to
him, ”A certain man prepared a large din-
ner and invitedmany. 17 When the dinner
was prepared, he sent his servant to say to
those who were invited, ‘Come, because
everything is now ready.’ 18 They all
alike began tomake excuses. The first said
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to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must
go out and see it. Please excuse me.’ 19

And another said, ‘I have bought five pairs
of oxen, and I am going to try them out.
Please excuse me.’ 20 And another man
said, ‘I havemarried awife, and therefore
I cannot come.’ 21 The servant came and
told hismaster these things. Then themas-
ter of the house became angry and said to
his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the town and bring in here
the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the
lame.’ 22 The servant said, ‘Master, what
you commanded has been done, and yet
there is still room.’ 23 The master said to
the servant, ’Go out into the highways and
hedges and compel them to come in, that
my house may be filled. 24 For I say to you,
none of those men who were invited will
taste my dinner.’”

25 Now large crowds were going with him,
and he turned and said to them, 26 ”If any-
one comes to me and does not hate his
own father, mother, wife, children, broth-
ers and sisters, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does
not carry his own cross and come afterme
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of
you, whodesires to build a tower, does not
first sit down and count the cost to calcu-
late if he has what he needs to complete
it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foun-
dation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to mock him, 30 saying,
‘This man began to build and was not able
to finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes
to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and take advice about
whether he is able with ten thousandmen
to fight the other king who comes against
him with twenty thousand men? 32 And if
not, while the other army is still far away,
he sends a delegation and asks for condi-
tions of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of
you who does not give up all that he has
cannot be my disciple. 34 Salt is good,

but if the salt has lost its taste, how can it
be made salty again? 35 It is of no use for
the soil or even for the manure pile. It is
thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

Chapter 15
1 Now all the tax collectors and other sin-
ners were coming to Jesus to listen to him.
2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes grum-
bled to each other, saying, “This man wel-
comes sinners, and even eats with them.”
3 Jesus spoke this parable to them, saying,
4 ”Which one of you, if he has a hundred
sheep and then loses one of them, will not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness,
and go after the lost one until he finds it?
5 Then when he has found it, he lays it
across his shoulders and rejoices. 6When
he comes to the house, he calls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my lost sheep.’ 7 I say to you that even so,
therewill be joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents, more than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who do not need to re-
pent.
8 Orwhatwomanwho has ten silver coins,
if she were to lose one coin, would not
light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek
diligently until she has found it? 9 And
when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Re-
joice with me, for I have found the coin
which I lost.’ 10 Even so, I say to you, there
is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.”
11 Then Jesus said, ”A certainman had two
sons, 12 and the younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of
the wealth that falls to me.’ So he divided
his property between them. 13 Not many
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days later, the younger son gathered to-
gether all he owned and went to a coun-
try far away, and there he wasted all his
wealth by living recklessly. 14 Now when
he had spent everything, a severe famine
spread through that country, and he be-
gan to be in need. 15 He went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. 16 And he would gladly have
eaten the carob pods that the pigs ate, be-
cause no one gave him anything. 17 But
when the young son came to himself, he
said, ’How many of my father’s hired ser-
vants have more than enough food, and
I am here, dying from hunger! 18 I will
leave here and go to my father, and will
say to him, ”Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in your sight. 19 I am nomore
worthy to be called your son; make me
as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 So the
young son left and came toward his fa-
ther. While he was still far away, his fa-
ther saw him, and was moved with com-
passion, and ran, and hugged and kissed
him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and in your
sight. I am not worthy to be called your
son.’ 22 The father said to his servants,
’Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and san-
dals on his feet. 23 Then bring the fattened
calf and kill it. Let us celebrate with a
feast! 24 For my son was dead, and now
he is alive. He was lost, and now he is
found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25

Now his elder son was out in the field. As
he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 He called to
one of the servants and asked what these
things might be. 27 The servant said to
him, ‘Your brother has come home and
your father has killed the fattened calf, be-
cause he has returned safely.’ 28 The
elder son was angry, and would not go
in, and his father came out, and begged

him. 29 But the elder son answered and
said to his father, ’Look, these many years
I slaved for you, and I never broke a rule
of yours, and yet you never gave me a
young goat that I might celebrate with my
friends, 30 but when your son came, who
has devoured your living with prostitutes,
you killed for him the fattened calf.’ 31

The father said to him, ’Son, you are al-
wayswithme, and all that ismine is yours.
32 But it was proper for us to feast and be
happy, for this brother of yours was dead,
and is now alive; he was lost, and has now
been found.’”

Chapter 16
1 Jesus also said to the disciples, ”There
was a certain rich man who had a man-
ager, and it was reported to him that this
manager was wasting his possessions. 2

So the richman calledhimand said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give
an account of your management, for you
can no longer be manager.’ 3 The man-
ager said to himself, ’What should I do,
since my master is taking away my man-
agement job? I do not have strength to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I
will do, so that when I am removed from
mymanagement job, peoplewill welcome
me into their houses.’ 5 Then the man-
ager called for each one of his master’s
debtors, and he asked the first one, ‘How
muchdo you owe tomymaster?’ 6He said,
‘A hundred baths of olive oil.’ And he said
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly,
and write fifty.’ 7 Then the manager said
to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
He said, ‘A hundred cor of wheat.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write
eighty.’ 8 The master then commended
the unrighteous manager because he had
acted shrewdly. For the children of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with
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their own people than are the children of
light. 9 I say to you, make friends for your-
selves by means of unrighteous money, so
that when it is gone, they may welcome
you into the eternal dwellings. 10 He who
is faithful in very little is also faithful in
much, and he who is unrighteous in very
little is also unrighteous in much. 11 If
youhavenot been faithful in using unrigh-
teous money, who will trust you with true
wealth? 12 And if you have not been faith-
ful in using other people’s money, who
will give you money of your own? 13 No
servant can serve two masters, for either
he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be devoted to one and de-
spise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”
14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, heard all these things, and they
ridiculed him. 15 And he said to them,
”You justify yourselves in the sight of men,
but God knows your hearts. That which
is exalted among men is detestable in the
sight of God. 16 The law and the prophets
were in effect until John came. From that
time on, the gospel of the kingdom of God
is preached, and everyone tries to force
their way into it. 17 But it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass away than for
one stroke of a letter of the law to become
invalid.
18 Everyone who divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery, and
he whomarries one who is divorced from
her husband commits adultery.
19 Now there was a certain rich man who
was clothed in purple and fine linen and
was enjoying every day his great wealth.
20 A certain beggar named Lazarus was
laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21

and longing to eat what fell from the rich
man’s table. Even the dogs came and
licked his sores. 22 It came about that the
beggar died and was carried away by the

angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man
also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades,
being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham far away and Lazarus at
his side. 24 So he cried out and said,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue,
for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25

But Abraham said, ’Child, remember that
in your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things. But now he is comforted here, and
you are in agony. 26 And besides all this,
a great chasm has been put in place, so
that those who want to cross over from
here to you cannot, and no one can cross
over from there to us.’ 27 The rich man
said, ’I beg you, Father Abraham, that you
would send him to my father’s house— 28

for I have five brothers—in order that he
may warn them, for fear that they also
come into this place of torment.’ 29 But
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 The
rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham,
but if someone would go to them from the
dead ones, they will repent.’ 31 But Abra-
ham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded if someone rises from the
dead ones.’”

Chapter 17
1 Jesus said to his disciples, ”It is certain
there will be things that can cause us to
sin, but woe to that person throughwhom
they come! 2 It would be better for him
if a millstone were put around his neck
andhewere thrown into the sea, than that
he should cause one of these little ones to
stumble. 3 Watch yourselves. If your
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he re-
pents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against you
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seven times in the day, and seven times re-
turns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must
forgive him!”
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase
our faith.” 6 The Lord said, ”If you had
faith as a mustard seed, you would say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted, and
be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey
you. 7 But which of you, who has a ser-
vant plowing or keeping sheep, will say to
him when he has come in from the field,
‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’? 8

Will he not say to him, ‘Prepare something
for me to eat, and put a belt around your
clothes and serve me until I have finished
eating and drinking. Then afterward you
will eat and drink’? 9 He does not thank
the servant because he did the things that
were commanded, does he? 10 Even so you
also, when you have done everything that
you are commanded, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants. We have only done
what we ought to do.’”
11 It came about that as he traveled to
Jerusalem, he went along the border be-
tween Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he en-
tered into a certain village, there he was
met by ten men who were lepers. They
stood far away from him 13 and they lifted
up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master,
havemercy on us.” 14 When he saw them,
he said to them, “Go and show yourselves
to the priests.” And it came about that, as
they went, they were cleansed. 15 When
one of them saw that he was healed, he
turned back, with a loud voice glorifying
God. 16 He bowed down at Jesus’ feet, giv-
ing him thanks. He was a Samaritan. 17

And answering, Jesus said, ”Were not the
ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18

Were there no otherswho returned to give
glory to God, except this foreigner?” 19 He
said to him, “Arise, and go. Your faith has
made you well.”
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the

kingdom of God would come, Jesus an-
swered them and said, ”The kingdom of
God does not comewith careful observing.
21 Neither will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’
or, ‘There it is!’ For look, the kingdom of
God is within you.”

22 He said to the disciples, ”The days are
coming when you will desire to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, but you will
not see it. 23 Then they will say to you,
‘Look, there! Look, here!’ But do not go
out or run after them, 24 for as the light-
ning shines brightly when it flashes from
one part of the sky to another part of the
sky, so will the Son of Man be in his day.
25 But first hemust suffermany things and
be rejected by this generation. 26 As it hap-
pened in the days of Noah, even so will
it also happen in the days of the Son of
Man. 27 They ate, they drank, they mar-
ried, and they were given inmarriage, un-
til the day that Noah entered into the ark—
and the flood came and destroyed them
all. 28 Likewise even as it happened
in the days of Lot—they were eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and
building. 29 But in the day that Lot went
out from Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur
from heaven and destroyed them all. 30

After the samemanner it will be in the day
that the Son of Man is revealed. 31 In that
day, do not let himwho is on the housetop
go down to get his goods out of the house.
And do not let him who is in the field re-
turn. 32 Remember Lot’swife. 33Whoever
seeks to gain his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life will save it. 34 I tell you,
in that night there will be two people in
one bed. One will be taken, and the other
will be left. 35 There will be two women
grinding together. One will be taken, and
the other will be left.” 36a 37 They asked
him, “Where, Lord?” And he said to them,
“Where there is a body, there will the vul-
tures also be gathered together.”
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17:36 aLuke 17:36 the best ancient copies
omit, vs. 36 There will be two in the field;
one will be taken and the other left.

Chapter 18
1 Then he spoke a parable to them about
how they should always pray, and not be-
come discouraged, 2 saying, ”In a certain
city there was a judge who did not fear
God and he did not respect people. 3 Now
there was a widow in that city, and she
came often to him, saying, ‘Help me get
justice against my opponent.’ 4 For a long
time he was not willing to help her, but af-
ter awhile he said to himself, ’Though I do
not fear God or respect man, 5 yet because
this widow causes me trouble, I will help
her get justice, so that she does not wear
me out by her constant coming.’” 6 Then
the Lord said, ”Listen to what the unjust
judge says. 7 Now will not God also bring
justice to his chosen ones who cry out to
him day and night? Will he delay long
over them? 8 I say to you that hewill bring
justice to them speedily. Even so, when
the Son of Man comes, will he indeed find
faith on the earth?”
9 Then he also spoke this parable to some
who were persuaded in themselves that
they were righteous and who despised
other people, 10 ”Two men went up into
the temple to pray—the one was a Phar-
isee and the other was a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed these
things about himself, ’God, I thank you
that I am not like other people—robbers,
unrighteous people, adulterers—or even
like this tax collector. 12 I fast two times
every week. I give tithes of all that I get.’
13 But the tax collector, standing at a dis-
tance, would not even lift up his eyes to

heaven, but hit his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.’ 14 I say to you,
this manwent back down to his house jus-
tified rather than the other, because ev-
eryone who exalts himself will be hum-
bled, but everyone who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

15 The people were also bringing to him
their infants, so that he might touch them,
but when the disciples saw it, they re-
buked them. 16 But Jesus called them to
him, saying, ”Permit the little children to
come to me, and do not forbid them. For
the kingdom of God belongs to such ones.
17 Truly I say to you, whoever will not re-
ceive the kingdom of God like a child will
definitely not enter it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, saying, “Good
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” 19 Jesus said to him, ”Why do you
call me good? No one is good, except God
alone. 20 You know the commandments—
do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not
steal, do not testify falsely, honor your fa-
ther and mother.” 21 The ruler said, “All
these things I have obeyed from the time
I was a youth.” 22 When Jesus heard
that, he said to him, “One thing you still
lack. You must sell all that you have
and distribute it to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven—and come, fol-
low me.” 23 But when the ruler heard
these things, he becameextremely sad, for
he was very rich. 24 Then Jesus, seeing
him, became very sad a and said, ”Howdif-
ficult it is for those who are rich to enter
the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for
a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of
God.” 26 Those hearing it said, “Then who
can be saved?” 27 Jesus answered, “The
things which are impossible with people
are possible with God.” 28 Peter said,
“Well, we have left everything that is our
own and have followed you.” 29 Jesus then
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said to them, ”Truly, I say to you that there
is no one who has left house, or wife, or
brothers, or parents, or children, for the
sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will
not receive much more in this world, and
in the world to come, eternal life.”
31 After he gathered the twelve to himself,
he said to them, ”See, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and all the things that have
been written by the prophets about the
Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For
he will be given over to the Gentiles, and
will be mocked, and shamefully treated,
and spit upon. 33 Afterwhipping him, they
will kill him and on the third day he will
rise again.” 34 They understood none of
these things, and this word was hidden
from them, and they did not understand
the things that were said.
35 It came about that, as Jesus approached
Jericho, a certain blindmanwas sitting by
the road begging, 36 and hearing a crowd
going by, he askedwhatwas happening. 37
They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was
passing by. 38 So the blind man cried out,
saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me.” 39 The ones who were walking
ahead rebuked the blind man, telling him
to be quiet. But he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me.” 40

Jesus stood still and commanded that the
man be brought to him. Then when the
blind man was near, Jesus asked him, 41
“What do you want me to do for you?” He
said, “Lord, I want to receive my sight.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight.
Your faith has healed you.” 43 Immedi-
ately he received his sight and followed
him, glorifying God. And all the people,
when they saw this, gave praise to God.

18:24 aScholars are divided whether the
phrase: “[he] became very sad,” should be
included here. Compare vs 23.

Chapter 19
1 Jesus entered and was passing through
Jericho. 2 Behold, there was a man there
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax col-
lector and was rich. 3 He was trying
to see who Jesus was, but could not see
over the crowd, because he was small in
height. 4 So he ran on ahead of the peo-
ple and climbed up into a sycamore tree
to see him, because Jesus was about to
pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to
the place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today
I must stay at your house.” 6 So he hur-
ried and came down and welcomed him
joyfully. 7 When everyone saw this, they
all complained, saying, “He has gone in to
visit a man who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus
stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord,
the half ofmy goods I give to the poor, and
if I have cheated anyone of anything, I will
restore four times the amount.” 9 Jesus
said to him, ”Today salvation has come to
this house, because he too is a son of Abra-
ham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the people who are lost.”

11 As they heard these things, he con-
tinued speaking and told a parable, be-
cause he was near to Jerusalem, and they
thought that the kingdom of God was
about to appear immediately. 12 He said
therefore, ”A certain nobleman went into
a far country to receive for himself a king-
dom and then to return. 13 He called ten
of his servants, and gave them ten minas,
and said to them, ‘Conduct business un-
til I come back.’ 14 But his citizens hated
him and sent a delegation after him, say-
ing, ‘We will not have this man rule over
us.’ 15 It happened when he came back
again, having received the kingdom, he
commanded the servants to whom he had
given the money to be called to him, that
hemight knowwhat profit they hadmade
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by doing business. 16 The first came
before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has
made ten minas more.’ 17 The nobleman
said to him, ‘Well done, good servant. Be-
cause you were faithful in very little, you
will have authority over ten cities.’ 18 The
second came, saying, ‘Yourmina, lord, has
made fiveminas.’ 19 The nobleman said to
him, ‘You take charge over five cities.’ 20

And another came, saying, ’Lord, here is
your mina, which I kept safely in a cloth,
21 for I was afraid of you, because you are
a severe man. You take up that which you
did not lay down, and reap that which you
did not sow.’ 22 The nobleman said to
him, ’By your own words I will judge you,
you wicked servant. You knew that I am
a severe man, taking up that which I did
not lay down, and reaping that which I
did not sow. 23 Then why did you not put
my money in the bank, so that when I re-
turned Iwould have collected itwith inter-
est?’ 24 The nobleman said to them that
stood by, ‘Take away from him the mina,
and give it to him that has the ten minas.’
25 They said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten mi-
nas.’ 26 ’I say to you, that everyone who
has will be given more, but from him that
has not, even that which he has will be
taken away. 27 But these enemies of mine,
those who did not want me to reign over
them, bring them here and kill them be-
fore me.’”

28 When he had said these things, he went
on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 It came about that when he came near
to Bethphage and Bethany, to the hill that
is calledOlivet, he sent twoof the disciples,
30 saying, ”Go into the next village. As you
enter, you will find a colt that has never
been ridden. Untie it and bring it to me. 31
If any one asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 Those
who were sent went and found the colt
just as Jesus had told them. 33 As theywere

untying the colt, the owners said to them,
“Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They
said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 They
brought it to Jesus, and they threw their
cloaks upon the colt and set Jesus on it. 36
Ashewent, they spread their cloaks on the
road. 37 As he was now approaching the
placewhere theMount of Olives descends,
thewholemultitude of the disciples began
to rejoice and praise Godwith a loud voice
for all the mighty works which they had
seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the king who
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39

Some of the Pharisees in the multitude
said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disci-
ples.” 40 Jesus answered and said, “I tell
you, if these were silent, the stones would
cry out.”

41 When Jesus approached the city, he
wept over it, 42 saying, ”If only you had
known in this day, even you, the things
which bring you peace! But now they are
hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days
will come upon you, when your enemies
will build a barricade around you, and
surround you, and press in on you from
every side. 44 They will strike you down
to the ground and your children with you.
They will not leave one stone upon an-
other, because you did not recognize it
when God was trying to save you.”

45 Jesus entered the temple and began to
cast out those who were selling, 46 saying
to them, “It is written, ‘My house will be a
house of prayer,’ but you have made it a
den of robbers.”

47 So Jesus was teaching daily in the tem-
ple. The chief priests and the scribes and
the leaders of the people wanted to kill
him, 48 but they could not find a way to do
it, because all the people were listening to
him intently.
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Chapter 20
1 It came about one day, as Jesus was
teaching the people in the temple and
preaching the gospel, the chief priests and
the scribes came to him with the elders. 2
They spoke, saying to him, “Tell us bywhat
authority you do these things? Or who is
he that gave you this authority?” 3 He an-
swered and said to them, ”I also will ask
you a question. Tell me about 4 the bap-
tism of John. Was it from heaven or from
men?” 5 They reasoned with themselves,
saying, ”If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will
say, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’
6 But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the peo-
ple will stone us, for they are persuaded
that John was a prophet.” 7 So they an-
swered that they did not know where it
came from. 8 Jesus said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I do these
things.”

9 He told the people this parable, ”A man
planted a vineyard, rented it out to vine
growers, and went into another country
for a long time. 10 At the appointed time
he sent a servant to the vine growers,
that they should give him of the fruit of
the vineyard. But the vine growers beat
him, and sent him away empty-handed.
11 He then sent yet another servant and
they also beat him, treated him shame-
fully, and sent him away empty-handed.
12 He also sent yet a third and they also
wounded him, and threw him out. 13

So the lord of the vineyard said, ‘What
will I do? I will send my beloved son.
Maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when
the vine growers saw him, they discussed
among themselves, saying, ‘This is the
heir. Let us kill him, that the inheritance
may be ours.’ 15 They threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him. What then
will the lord of the vineyard do to them? 16

Hewill come and destroy these vine grow-

ers, and will give the vineyard to others.”
And when they heard it, they said, “God
forbid!” 17 But Jesus looked at them, and
said, ”What is the meaning of that which
is written:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone’?
18 Every one who falls on that stone will
be broken to pieces. But on whomever it
falls, it will crush.”
19 So the scribes and the chief priests
sought to lay hands on him in that very
hour, for they knew that he had spoken
this parable against them. But they were
afraid of the people. 20Watching him care-
fully, they sent out spies who pretended
to be righteous, that they might find fault
with his speech, so as to deliver him up to
the rule and to the authority of the gover-
nor. 21 They asked him, saying, ”Teacher,
we know that you say and teach rightly,
and are not influenced by anyone’s posi-
tion, but you teach the truth about theway
of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to
Caesar, or not?” 23 But Jesus understood
their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show
me a denarius. Whose image and name is
on it?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 He said to
them, “Then give to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God, the things that
are God’s.” 26 They were not able to find
fault with what he had said in front of the
people, but marvelling at his answer they
were silent.
27 When some of the Sadducees came
to him, the ones who say that there is
no resurrection, 28 they asked him, say-
ing, ”Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if
a man’s brother dies, having a wife, and
being childless, the man should take the
brother’s wife, and have a child for his
brother. 29 There were seven brothers
and the first took a wife, and died child-
less, 30 and the second as well. 31 The
third took her, and likewise the seven also
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left no children, and died. 32 Afterward
the woman also died. 33 In the resurrec-
tion then, whose wife will she be? For
the seven had her as their wife.” 34 Je-
sus said to them, ”The sons of this world
marry and are given in marriage. 35 But
those who are regarded as worthy in that
age to receive the resurrection from the
dead oneswill neithermarry nor be given
in marriage. 36 Neither can they die any-
more, for they are equal to the angels and
are sons of God, being sons of the resur-
rection. 37 But that the dead are raised,
even Moses showed, in the place concern-
ing the bush, where he calls the Lord the
God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not the
God of the dead, but of the living, because
all live to him.” 39 Some of the scribes
answered, “Teacher, you have answered
well.” 40 For they did not dare ask him any
more questions.

41 Jesus said to them, ”How do they say
that the Christ is David’s son? 42 For David
himself says in the Book of Psalms,

The Lord said to my Lord,

’Sit at my right hand,

43 until I make your enemies your foot-
stool.’

44 David therefore calls the Christ ‘Lord’,
so how is he David’s son?”

45 In the hearing of all the people he said
to his disciples, 46 ”Beware of the scribes,
who desire to walk in long robes, and love
special greetings in themarketplaces, and
chief seats in the synagogues, and chief
places at feasts. 47 They also devour wid-
ows’ houses, and for a show they make
long prayers. Men like this will receive
greater condemnation.”

Chapter 21
1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich men
who were putting their gifts into the trea-
sury. 2 He saw a certain poor widow
putting in two mites. 3 So he said, ”Truly
I say to you, this poor widow put in more
than all of them. 4 All of these gave gifts
out of their abundance. But this widow,
out of her poverty, put in all she had to
live on.”
5 As some spoke of the temple, how it was
decorated with beautiful stones and offer-
ings, he said, 6 “As for these things that
you see, the days will come when not one
stone will be left on another which will
not be torn down.” 7 So they asked him,
saying, “Teacher, when will these things
happen? And what will be the sign when
these things are about to happen?” 8 Jesus
answered, ”Be careful that you are not de-
ceived. For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’
Do not go after them. 9 When you hear
of wars and riots, do not be terrified, for
these things must happen first, but the
end will not happen immediately.”
10 Then he said to them, ”Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. 11 There will be great earth-
quakes, and in various places famines and
plagues. There will be terrifying events
and great signs from heaven. 12 But be-
fore all of these things, they will lay their
hands on you and will persecute you, de-
livering you over to the synagogues and
prisons, bringing you before kings and
governors because of my name. 13 It will
lead to an opportunity for your testimony.
14 Therefore resolve in your hearts not to
prepare your defense ahead of time, 15 for
I will give you words and wisdom, which
all your adversaries will not be able to re-
sist or contradict. 16 But you will be de-
livered up also by parents, brothers, rela-
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tives and friends, and they will put some
of you to death. 17 You will be hated by ev-
eryone because of my name. 18 But not a
hair of your head will perish. 19 In your
endurance you will gain your souls.
20When you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its destruction is
near. 21 Then let those in Judea flee to the
mountains, and let those who are in the
middle of the town leave, and do not let
those who are in the country enter it. 22

For these are days of vengeance, so that
all the things that are written will be ful-
filled. 23 Woe to them who are preg-
nant and to themwho are nursing in those
days! For there will be great distress upon
the land, and wrath to this people. 24 And
they will fall by the edge of the sword and
they will be led captive into all the na-
tions, and Jerusalem will be trampled by
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.
25 There will be signs in the sun, in the
moon, and in the stars. And on the earth,
there will be distress of the nations, in de-
spair from the roar of the sea and waves.
26 There will be men fainting from fear
and from expectation of the things which
are coming upon the world. For the pow-
ers of the heavenswill be shaken. 27 Then
they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. 28 But
when these things begin to happen, stand
up and lift up your heads, because your
deliverance is coming near.”
29 Jesus told them a parable, ”Look at the
fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they
sprout buds, you see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. 31 So
also, when you see these things happen-
ing, you know that the kingdom of God
is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this gen-
eration will not pass away until all these
things take place. 33Heaven and earthwill
pass away, but my words will never pass

away.
34 But pay attention to yourselves, so that
your hearts are not burdened with the ef-
fects of drinking and intoxication, and the
worries of life, and then that daywill close
on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will
come upon everyone living on the face
of the whole earth. 36 But be alert at
all times, praying that you may be strong
enough to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”
37 So during the days he was teaching in
the temple, and at night he went out and
stayed on theMount of Olives. 38 All of the
people came early in the morning to hear
him in the temple.

Chapter 22
1 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread
was approaching, which is called the
Passover. 2 The chief priests and the
scribes discussed how they could put Je-
sus to death, for they were afraid of the
people.
3 Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve. 4 Judas went
to the chief priests and captains and dis-
cussed with them how he would betray Je-
sus to them. 5 Theywere glad, and agreed
to give him money. 6 He consented, and
looked for an opportunity to deliver him
to them away from the crowd.
7 The day of unleavened bread came, on
which the Passover lamb must be sacri-
ficed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
“Go and prepare for us the Passover meal,
so that we may eat it.” 9 They asked him,
“Where do you want us to make prepa-
rations?” 10 He answered them, ”Lis-
ten, when you have entered the city, a
man bearing a pitcher of water will meet
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you. Follow him into the house that he
goes into. 11 Then say to the master of the
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where
is the guest room, where I will eat the
Passover with my disciples?” ’ 12 He will
show you a large furnished upper room.
Make the preparations there.” 13 So they
went, and found everything as he had said
to them. Then they prepared the Passover
meal.

14 When the time came, he sat down with
the apostles. 15 Then he said to them, ”I
have greatly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer. 16 For I say to you,
I will not eat it again, until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.” 17 Then Jesus took
a cup, and when he had given thanks, he
said, ”Take this, and share it among your-
selves. 18 For I say to you, I will not drink
of the fruit of the vine again, until the king-
domofGod comes.” 19 Thenhe took bread,
andwhenhehad given thanks, he broke it,
and gave to them, saying, “This ismy body
which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” 20 He took the cup in the
same way after supper, saying, ”This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, which
is poured out for you. 21 But pay atten-
tion. The one who betrays me is with me
at the table. 22 For the Son of Man indeed
goes as it has been determined. Butwoe to
that man through whom he is betrayed!”
23 And they began to discuss among them-
selves which one of them it might be who
would do this.

24 Then there arose also a quarrel among
them about which of them was consid-
ered to be greatest. 25 He said to them,
”The kings of theGentiles aremasters over
them, and the ones who have authority
over them are referred to as those who
do good to their people. 26 But it must
not be like this with you. Instead, let the
one who is the greatest among you be-
come like the youngest. And let the one

who is themost important become like the
one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the
one who sits at the table, or the one who
serves? Is it not the one who sits at the
table? Yet I am among you as one who
serves. 28 But you are the ones who have
continued with me in my temptations. 29

I give to you a kingdom, even as my Fa-
ther has given a kingdom to me, 30 that
you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom. And youwill sit on thrones judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.
31 Simon, Simon, be aware, Satan asked to
have you, that he might sift you as wheat.
32 But I have prayed for you, that your
faith may not fail. After you have turned
back again, strengthen your brothers.” 33

Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death.” 34

Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster
will not crow this day, before you deny
three times that you know me.”
35 Then Jesus said to them, “When I sent
you out without a purse, a bag of provi-
sions, or shoes, did you lack anything?”
And they answered, “Nothing.” 36 Then
he said to them, ”But now, the one who
has a purse, let him take it, and also a
bag of provisions. The one who does not
have a sword should sell his cloak and buy
one. 37 For I say to you, what is written
about me must be fulfilled, ‘And he was
regarded as one of the lawless.’ For what
is predicted about me is being fulfilled.”
38 Then they said, “Lord, look! Here are
two swords.” And he said to them, “It is
enough.”
39 After supper, Jesus went, as he often
did, to the Mount of Olives, and the disci-
ples followed him. 40 When they arrived,
he said to them, “Pray that you do not en-
ter into temptation.” 41 He went away
from them about a stone’s throw, and he
knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father,
if you are willing, remove this cup from

100



Luke

me. Nevertheless not my will, but yours
be done.” 43 Then an angel from heaven
appeared to him, strengthening him. 44

Being in agony, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down upon the ground. 45

Whenhe rose up fromhis prayer, he came
to the disciples, and found them sleep-
ing because of their sorrow, 46 and asked
them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and
pray, that you may not enter into tempta-
tion.”

47 While he was still speaking, behold, a
crowd appeared, with Judas, one of the
twelve, leading them. He came near to Je-
sus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him,
“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man
with a kiss?” 49 When those who were
around Jesus saw what was happening,
they said, “Lord, should we strike with
the sword?” 50 Then one of them struck
the servant of the high priest, and cut off
his right ear. 51 Jesus said, “Let this be
enough.” And he touched his ear, and
healed him. 52 Jesus said to the chief
priests, to the captains of the temple, and
to elders who came against him, ”Do you
come out as against a robber, with swords
and clubs? 53 When I was daily with you
in the temple, you did not lay your hands
on me. But this is your hour, and the au-
thority of darkness.”

54 Seizing him, they led him away, and
brought him into the high priest’s house.
But Peter followed from a distance. 55 Af-
ter they had kindled a fire in themiddle of
the courtyard and had sat down together,
Peter sat in themidst of them. 56 A certain
female servant saw him as he sat in the
light of the fire, and looked straight at him
and said, “Thisman alsowaswith him.” 57

But Peter denied it, saying, “Woman, I do
not knowhim.” 58 After a littlewhile some-
one else saw him, and said, “You are also
one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am

not.” 59 After about an hour another man
insisted and said, “Truly thisman alsowas
with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Pe-
ter said, “Man, I do not know what you
are saying.” And immediately, while he
was speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 Turn-
ing, the Lord looked at Peter. And Peter re-
membered the word of the Lord, when he
said to him, “Before a rooster crows today
you will deny me three times.” 62 Going
outside, Peter wept bitterly.
63 Then the men guarding Jesus mocked
and beat him. 64 They put a cover over
him and asked him, saying, “Prophesy!
Who is the one who hit you?” 65 They
spoke many other things against Jesus,
blaspheming him.
66 As soon as it was day, the elders of
the people gathered together, both chief
priests and scribes. They led him into the
council 67 and said, “If you are the Christ,
tell us.” But he said to them, ”If I tell you,
you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you,
you will not answer. 69 But from now
on, the Son of Man will be seated at the
right hand of the power of God.” 70 They
all said, “Then you are the Son of God?”
And Jesus said to them, “You say that I am.”
71 They said, “Why do we still need a wit-
ness? For we ourselves have heard from
his own mouth.”

Chapter 23
1 The whole company of them rose up,
and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They
began to accuse him, saying, “We found
this man perverting our nation, forbid-
ding to give tribute to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 Pi-
late asked him, saying, “Are you the King
of the Jews?” And Jesus answered him
and said, “You say so.” 4 Pilate said to the
chief priests and themultitudes, “I find no
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fault in this man.” 5 But they were insist-
ing, saying, “He stirs up the people, teach-
ing throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee even to this place.” 6 So when Pi-
late heard this, he asked whether theman
was a Galilean. 7 When he discovered that
he was under Herod’s authority, he sent
Jesus to Herod, who himself also was at
Jerusalem in those days.

8WhenHerod saw Jesus, hewas very glad,
because he had wanted to see him for a
long time. He had heard about him and
he hoped to see somemiracle done by him.
9 Herod questioned Jesus in many words,
but Jesus answered him nothing. 10 The
chief priests and the scribes stood, vio-
lently accusing him. 11 Herodwith his sol-
diers insulted Jesus and they mocked him.
Then they dressed him in elegant clothes
and sent him back to Pilate. 12 For Herod
and Pilate had become friends with each
other that very day (before this they had
been enemies with each other).

13 Pilate then called together the chief
priests and the rulers and the crowd of
people, 14 and said to them, ”You brought
to me this man like a man who is leading
the people to act badly, and see, I, hav-
ing questioned him before you, find no
fault in this man concerning those things
of which you accuse him. 15 No, nor does
Herod, for he sent him back to us, and see,
nothingworthy of death has been done by
him. 16 I will therefore punish him, and re-
lease him.” 17a 18 But they cried out all to-
gether, saying, “Away with this man, and
release to us Barabbas!” 19 Barabbas was
a man who had been put into prison for
a certain rebellion in the city and for mur-
der. 20 Pilate addressed them again, desir-
ing to release Jesus. 21 But they shouted,
saying, “Crucify him, crucify him.” 22 He
said to them a third time, “Why, what evil
has this man done? I have found nothing
deserving the deathpenalty in him. There-

fore after punishing him, I will release
him.” 23 But theywere insistent with loud
voices, demanding for him to be crucified.
And their voices convinced Pilate. 24 So Pi-
late decided to grant their demand. 25 He
released the one they asked for who had
been put in prison for rioting andmurder.
But he delivered up Jesus to their will.

26 As they led him away, they seized one Si-
mon of Cyrene, coming from the country,
and they laid the cross on him to carry, fol-
lowing Jesus.

27 A great crowd of the people, and of
women who grieved and mourned for
him, were following him. 28 But turning to
them, Jesus said, ”Daughters of Jerusalem,
do not weep for me, but weep for your-
selves and for your children. 29 For see,
the days are coming inwhich theywill say,
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs
that did not bear, and the breasts that did
not nurse.’ 30 Then theywill begin to say to
themountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills,
‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things
while the tree is green, what will happen
when it is dry?”

32 Other men, two criminals, were led
away with him to be put to death.

33 When they came to the place that is
called “The Skull,” there they crucified
him, and the criminals—one on his right
and one on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they cast lots, divid-
ing up his garments. 35 The people stood
watchingwhile the rulers also weremock-
ing him, saying, “He saved others. Let him
save himself, if he is the Christ of God,
the chosen one.” 36 The soldiers also
ridiculed him, approaching him, offering
him vinegar, 37 and saying, “If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There
was also a sign over him, “This is the King
of the Jews.”
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39 One of the criminals who was hanging
there insulted him by saying, “Are you
not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” 40

But the other rebuked him, saying, ”Do
you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence? 41 We indeed are here
justly, for we are receiving what we de-
serve for our deeds. But this man did
nothing wrong.” 42 And he added, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” 43 Jesus said to him, “Truly I
say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and
darkness came over the whole land until
the ninth hour 45 as the sun’s light failed.
Then the curtain of the temple was split
down the middle. 46 Crying with a loud
voice, Jesus said, “Father, into your hands
I commit my spirit.” Having said this, he
died. 47When the centurion sawwhatwas
done, he glorifiedGod, saying, “Surely this
was a righteous man.” 48 When all the
multitudes who came together to witness
this sight saw the things that were done,
they returned beating their breasts. 49 But
all those who knew him, and the women
who followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.

50 Behold, there was a man named Joseph,
who was a member of the Council. He
was a good and righteous man. 51 This
man had not agreed with the decision of
the Council and their action. He was from
the Judean townofArimathea; andhewas
looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This
man, approaching Pilate, asked for the
body of Jesus. 53He took it down, wrapped
it in fine linen, and placed it in a tomb
that was cut in stone, where no one had
ever been laid. 54 It was the Day of the
Preparation, and the Sabbath was dawn-
ing. 55 The women, who had come with Je-
sus out of Galilee, followed after and saw
the tomb and how his body was laid. 56

They returned, and prepared spices and
ointments.

Then on the Sabbath they rested accord-
ing to the commandment.

23:17 aThe best ancient copies omit Luke
23:17, Now Pilate was obligated to release
to the Jews one prisoner at the feast.

Chapter 24
1 Very early on the first day of the week,
they came to the tomb, bringing the spices
which they had prepared. 2 They found
the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3

They entered in, but did not find the body
of the Lord Jesus. 4 It happened that,
while they were confused about this, sud-
denly, two men stood by them in bright
shining robes. 5 As the women were filled
with fear and bowed down their faces to
the earth, they said to the women, ”Why
do you seek the living among the dead? 6

He is not here, but has been raised! Re-
member how he spoke to you when he
was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of
Man must be delivered up into the hands
of sinful men and be crucified, and on
the third day rise again.” 8 The women
remembered his words, 9 and returned
from the tomb and told all these things to
the eleven and all the rest. 10 Now Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them
reported these things to the apostles. 11

But this message seemed like idle talk to
the apostles, and they did not believe the
women. 12 Yet Peter rose up, and ran to
the tomb, and stooping and looking in, he
saw the linen cloths by themselves. Pe-
ter then departed to his home, wondering
what had happened.
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13 Behold, two of them were going that
very day to a village named Emmaus,
which was sixty stadia from Jerusalem.
14 They discussed with each other about
all the things that had happened. 15

It happened that, while they discussed
and questioned together, Jesus himself ap-
proached and went with them. 16 But
their eyes were prevented from recogniz-
ing him. 17 Jesus said to them, “What are
the two of you talking about as youwalk?”
They stood there looking sad. 18 One
of them, named Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only person in Jerusalem
who does not know the things which have
happened there these days?” 19 Jesus
said to them, “What things?” They an-
swered him, ”The things concerning Jesus
the Nazarene, who was a prophet, mighty
in deed and word before God and all the
people. 20 And how the chief priests and
our rulers delivered him up to be con-
demned to death and crucified him. 21

But we hoped that it was he who would
free Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since all these things
happened. 22 But also, some women of
our company amazed us, having been at
the tomb early in the morning. 23 When
they did not find his body, they came, say-
ing that they had also seen a vision of an-
gels who said that he was alive. 24 Some
men who were with us went to the tomb,
and found it just as the women had said.
But they did not see him.” 25 Jesus said to
them, ”O foolish men and slow of heart to
believe in all that the prophets have spo-
ken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ
to suffer these things, and to enter into
his glory?” 27 Then beginning from Moses
and through all the prophets, Jesus inter-
preted to them the things concerning him-
self in all the scriptures. 28 As they ap-
proached the village to which they were
going, Jesus acted as though he was going
further. 29 But they compelled him, saying,

“Stay with us, for it is toward evening and
the day is almost over.” So Jesuswent in to
staywith them. 30 It happened that, when
he had sat down with them to eat, he took
the bread, blessed it, and breaking it, he
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were
opened, and they knew him, and he van-
ished out of their sight. 32 They said one
to another, “Was not our heart burning
within us, while he spoke to us on the way,
while he opened to us the scriptures?” 33

They rose up that very hour, and returned
to Jerusalem. They found the eleven gath-
ered together, and those who were with
them, 34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon.” 35 So they
told the things that happened on the way,
and how Jesus was shown to them in the
breaking of the bread.

36 As they spoke these things, Jesus him-
self stood in the midst of them, and said
to them, “Peace be to you.” 37 But they
were terrified and filled with fear, and
supposed that they saw a spirit. 38 Je-
sus said to them, ”Why are you troubled?
Why do questions arise in your heart? 39

See my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me and see. For a spirit
does not have flesh and bones, as you see
me having.” 40 When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. 41

And they still could not believe it because
of joy, and they were amazed. Jesus said
to them, “Do you have anything to eat?” 42

They gave him a piece of a broiled fish, 43
and he took it and ate it before them.

44 He said to them, “When I was with
you, I told you that all that was written
in the law of Moses and the prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then
he opened their minds, that they might
understand the scriptures. 46 He said to
them, ”Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer, and rise again from the
dead ones on the third day. 47 And repen-
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tance and forgiveness of sins should be
preached in his name to all the nations, be-
ginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are wit-
nesses of these things. 49 See, I am send-
ing you what my Father promised. But re-
main in the city until you are clothed with
power from on high.”
50 Then Jesus led them out until they were
near Bethany. He lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. 51 It happened that,
while he was blessing them, he left them
and was carried up into heaven. 52

So they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were
continually in the temple, blessing God.
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Chapter 1
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 This one was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him there was not one thing
made that has been made. 4 In him was
life, and that life was the light of all men.
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. 6 There
was amanwhowas sent fromGod, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness
to testify about the light, that all might be-
lieve throughhim. 8 Johnwas not the light,
but came that he might testify about the
light. 9 The true light, which gives light
to all men, was coming into the world. 10

He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, and the world did not
know him. 11 He came to his own, and
his own did not receive him. 12 But to
as many as received him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. 13 These were not born
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God. 14 And
the Word became flesh and lived among
us. We have seen his glory, glory as of the
one and only who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth. 15 John testified
about him and cried out, saying, “Thiswas
the one of whom I said, ‘He who comes af-
ter me is more than me, for he was before
me.’ ” 16 For from his fullness we have all
received grace after grace. 17 For the law
was given throughMoses. Grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has
seen God at any time. The one and only
God, who at the side of the Father, he has
made him known.
19 And this is the testimony of John when

the Jews sent priests and Levites to him
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” 20He freely stated, and did not deny,
but replied, “I am not the Christ.” 21 So
they asked him, “What are you then? Are
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” They
said, “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who
are you, so that we may give an answer to
thosewho sent us? What do you say about
yourself?” 23 He said,

”I am a voice, crying in the wilderness:

‘Make the way of the Lord straight,’

just as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24 And
those who were sent were from the Phar-
isees. 25 And they asked him and said to
him, “Why do you baptize then if you are
not the Christ nor Elijah nor the prophet?”
26 And John answered them, saying, ”I bap-
tize with water. But among you stands
someone you do not know. 27 He is the one
who comes after me, the strap of whose
sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These
things were done in Bethany on the other
side of the Jordan, where John was bap-
tizing. 29 The next day John saw Jesus
coming to him and said, ”Look, there is
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world! 30 This is the one of whom I
said, ‘The onewho comes afterme ismore
than me, for he was before me.’ 31 I did
not know him, but it was so that he could
be revealed to Israel that I came baptizing
with water.” 32 John testified, saying, ”I
saw the Spirit descending like a dove from
heaven, and it stayed upon him. 33 I did
not recognize him, but he who sent me to
baptize in water said to me, ‘Upon whom
you shall see the Spirit descending and re-
maining on him, he is the one baptizing
in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have both seen and
testified that this is the Son of God.”
35 Again, the next day, as John was stand-
ing with two of his disciples, 36 they saw
Jesus walking by, and John said, “Look,
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the Lamb of God!” 37 And his two dis-
ciples heard him say this, and they fol-
lowed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned and
saw them following him and said to them,
“What do youwant?” They replied, “Rabbi
(which translated means teacher), where
are you staying?” 39 He said to them,
“Come and see.” Then they came and
saw where he was staying; they stayed
with him that day, for it was about the
tenth hour. 40 One of the two who
heard John speak and then followed Jesus
was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter.
41 He first found his own brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Mes-
siah” (which translated is: Christ). 42 He
brought him to Jesus. And Jesus looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of John,
you will be called Cephas” (which trans-
lates: Peter).

43 The next day, when Jesus wanted to
leave to go to Galilee, he found Philip and
said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathaniel and
said to him, “He of whom Moses wrote in
the law, and the prophets, we have found
him: Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth.”
46 Nathaniel said to him, “Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said
to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw
Nathaniel coming to him and said about
him, “See, a true Israelite, in whom is no
deceit!” 48 Nathaniel said to him, “How do
you know me?” Jesus answered and said
to him, “Before Philip called you, when
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
49 Nathaniel replied, “Rabbi, you are the
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50

Jesus replied and said to him, “Because I
said to you, ‘I saw you underneath the fig
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater
things than this.” 51 And he said, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, youwill see the heavens
opened, and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Chapter 2
1 Three days later, there was a wedding in
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples were
invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine
ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” 4 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why do you come to me? My
time has not yet come.” 5 His mother said
to the servants, “Whatever he says to you,
do it.” 6 Now there were six stone water
pots there used for the Jewish ceremonial
washing, each containing two to threeme-
tretes. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the water
pots with water.” So they filled them up
to the brim. 8 Then he told the servants,
“Take some out nowand take it to the head
waiter.” So they did. 9 The head waiter
tasted the water that had become wine,
but he did not know where it came from
(but the servants who had drawn the wa-
ter knew). Then he called the bridegroom
10 and said to him, “Every man serves the
goodwine first and then the cheaperwine
when they are drunk. But you have kept
the good wine until now.” 11 This first
sign Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and he re-
vealed his glory, and his disciples believed
in him. 12 After this Jesus, his mother,
his brothers, and his disciples went down
to Capernaum and they stayed there for a
few days.

13 Now the Passover of the Jews was near,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 He
found sellers of oxen and sheep and pi-
geons, and the money changers were sit-
ting there. 15 So he made a whip of
cords and drove all of them out from the
temple, including both the sheep and the
oxen. He scattered the coins of the money
changers and overthrew their tables. 16

To the pigeon sellers he said, “Take these
things away from here. Stop making the
house ofmy Father amarketplace.” 17His
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disciples remembered that it was written,
“Zeal for your house will consume me.”
18 Then the Jewish authorities responded
and said to him, “What sign will you show
us, since you are doing these things?” 19

Jesus replied, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then the
Jewish authorities said, “This temple was
built in forty-six years, and you will raise
it up in three days?” 21 However, he was
speaking about the temple of his body. 22

After he was raised from the dead ones,
his disciples remembered that he said this,
and they believed the scripture and this
statement that Jesus had spoken.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, during the feast, many believed
in his name when they saw the signs that
he did. 24 But Jesus did not trust in them
because he knew them all, 25 because he
did not need anyone to testify to him
aboutman, for he knewwhatwas inman.

Chapter 3
1 Now there was a Pharisee whose name
was Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. 2 This
man came to Jesus at night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
that came from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 3 Jesus replied to him, “Truly,
truly, unless someone is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicode-
mus said to him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? He cannot enter a second
time into his mother’s womb and be born,
can he?” 5 Jesus replied, ”Truly, truly,
unless someone is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I said to
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind

blows wherever it wishes; you hear its
sound, but you do not knowwhere it came
from or where it is going. So is everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus
replied and said to him, “How can these
things be?” 10 Jesus answered and said to
him, ”Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things? 11

Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak what
we know, and we testify about what we
have seen. Yet you do not accept our testi-
mony. 12 If I told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you about heavenly things? 13

No one has ascended into heaven except
he who descended from heaven—the Son
of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15 so that all who believe
in him may have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him will not die but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send the Son into
the world in order to condemn the world,
but in order to save the world through
him. 18 He who believes in him is not con-
demned, but he who does not believe is al-
ready condemned because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the one and only Son
of God. 19 This is the reason for the judg-
ment: the light has come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than
the light because their deeds were evil. 20
For everyonewho does evil hates the light
and does not come to the light so that his
deeds will not be exposed. 21 However,
he who practices the truth comes to the
light so that it may be plainly seen that his
deeds have been done in God.”

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went
into the land of Judea. There he spent
some time with them and baptized. 23

Now John was also baptizing in Aenon
near to Salim because there was much
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water there. People were coming to him
and were being baptized, 24 for John had
not yet been thrown in prison. 25 Then
there arose a dispute between some of
John’s disciples and a Jew about ceremo-
nial washing. 26 They went to John and
said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with
you on the other side of the Jordan River,
about whom you have testified, look, he is
baptizing, and they are all going to him.”
27 John replied, ”A man cannot receive
anything unless it has been given to him
from heaven. 28 You yourselves can tes-
tify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but
instead, ‘I have been sent before him.’ 29

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. Now
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of
the voice of the bridegroom. This, then,
is my joy made complete. 30 He must in-
crease, but I must decrease.
31 He who comes from above is above
all. He who is from the earth is from the
earth and speaks about the earth. He who
comes from heaven is above all. 32 He tes-
tifies about what he has seen and heard,
but no one accepts his testimony. 33 He
who has received his testimony has con-
firmed that God is true. 34 For the one
whom God has sent speaks the words of
God. For he does not give the Spirit by
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and
has given all things into his hand. 36 He
who believes in the Son has eternal life,
but the one who disobeys the Son will not
see life, but the wrath of God stays on
him.”

Chapter 4
1 Nowwhen Jesus knew that the Pharisees
had heard that he was making and baptiz-
ing more disciples than John 2 (although
Jesus himself was not baptizing, but his

disciples were), 3 he left Judea and went
back again to Galilee. 4 But it was nec-
essary for him to go through Samaria. 5

So he came to a town of Samaria, called
Sychar, near the piece of land that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph. 6 The well of
Jacob was there. Jesus was tired from his
journey and sat by the well. It was about
the sixth hour. 7 A Samaritan woman
came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, “Give me some water to drink.” 8

For his disciples had gone away into the
town to buy food. 9 Then the Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, be-
ing a Jew, are asking me, being a Samari-
tan woman, for something to drink?” For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 10
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you
had known the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” 11 The
woman said to him, ”Sir, you do not have
a bucket and the well is deep. Where then
do you have the living water? 12 You are
not greater, are you, than our father Ja-
cob, who gave us the well and drank from
it himself, as did his sons and his cattle?”
13 Jesus replied and said to her, ”Everyone
who drinks from this water will be thirsty
again, 14 but whoever drinks from the wa-
ter that Iwill give himwill never be thirsty
again. Instead, the water that I will give
him will become a fountain of water in
him, springing up to eternal life.” 15 The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this wa-
ter so that I may not become thirsty and
not have to come here to draw water.” 16

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband,
and come back here.” 17 The woman an-
swered and said to him, “I do not have a
husband.” Jesus replied, ”You are right
in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you
have had five husbands, and the one you
now have is not your husband. What you
have said is true.” 19 The woman said to
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him, ”Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20

Our fathers worshiped on this mountain,
but you say that Jerusalem is the place
where people have to worship.” 21 Jesus
said to her, ”Believe me, woman, that an
hour is comingwhen youwill worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do
not know. We worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. 23 However,
the hour is coming, and is nowhere, when
true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seek-
ing such people to be his worshipers. 24

God is Spirit, and the people who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25

The woman said to him, “I know that the
Messiah is coming (the one called Christ).
When he comes, he will explain every-
thing to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,
the one speaking to you.”

27 At that moment his disciples returned.
Now they were wondering why he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said,
“What do you want?” or “Why are you
speaking with her?” 28 So the woman
left her water pot, went back to the town,
and said to the people, 29 “Come, see aman
who told me everything that I have ever
done. This could not be the Christ, could
it?” 30 They left the town and came to him.
31 In themeantime, the disciples were urg-
ing him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said
to them, “I have food to eat that you do
not knowabout.” 33 So the disciples said to
each other, “No one has brought him any-
thing to eat, have they?” 34 Jesus said to
them, ”My food is to do thewill of himwho
sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do
you not say, ‘There are four more months
and then the harvest comes’? I am saying
to you, look up and see the fields, for they
are already ripe for harvest! 36 He who
is harvesting receives wages and gathers
fruit for everlasting life, so that he who
sows and he who harvests may rejoice to-

gether. 37 For in this the saying, ‘One
sows, and another harvests,’ is true. 38

I sent you to harvest what you have not
worked for. Others have worked, and you
have entered into their labor.”
39 Many of the Samaritans in that city be-
lieved in him because of the report of the
woman who was testifying, “He told me
everything that I have done.” 40 So when
the Samaritans came to him, they asked
him to staywith them, and he stayed there
two days. 41 And many more believed
because of his word. 42 They said to the
woman, “We no longer believe because
of what you said, for we ourselves have
heard, and we know that this one is in-
deed the savior of the world.”
43 After those two days, he departed from
there for Galilee. 44 For Jesus himself
declared that a prophet has no honor
in his own country. 45 When he came
into Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him.
They had seen all the things that he had
done in Jerusalem at the festival, for they
had also gone to the festival.
46 Now he came again to Cana in Galilee,
where he hadmade thewaterwine. There
was a certain royal official whose son in
Capernaumwas ill. 47When he heard that
Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he
went to Jesus and askedhim to comedown
and heal his son, who was about to die.
48 Jesus then said to him, “Unless you see
signs and wonders, you will not believe.”
49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down
before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him,
“Go. Your son lives.” The man believed
the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he
went away. 51 While he was going down,
his servants met him, saying that his son
was living. 52 So he asked them the hour
when he began to improve. They replied
to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the
fever left him.” 53 Then the father real-
ized that it was at that hour that Jesus had
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said to him, “Your son lives.” So he himself
and his whole household believed. 54 This
was the second sign that Jesus did when
he came out of Judea to Galilee.

Chapter 5
1 After this there was a Jewish festival,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now
in Jerusalem by the sheep gate, there is a
pool, which in Hebrew is called Bethesda,
and it has five roofed porches. 3 A large
number of people who were sick, blind,
lame, or paralyzed were lying there. a . 4b .
5 A certain man was there who had been
sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus
saw him lying there, and after he realized
that he had been there a long time, he said
to him, “Do you want to be healthy?” 7

The sick man replied, “Sir, I do not have
anyone to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up. When I come, another
steps downbeforeme.” 8 Jesus said to him,
“Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9

Immediately the man was healed, and he
took up his bed and walked.

Now that day was a Sabbath. 10 So the
Jews said to him who was healed, “It is
the Sabbath and you are not permitted to
carry your mat.” 11 He replied, “He who
mademe healthy said tome, ‘Pick up your
mat andwalk.’ ” 12 They asked him, “Who
is the man that said to you, ‘Pick it up
and walk’?” 13 However, the one who was
healed did not know who it was because
Jesus had gone away secretly, for there
was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward,
Jesus found him in the temple and said to
him, “See, you have become healthy! Do
not sin anymore, so that something worse
will not happen to you.” 15 The man went
away and reported to the Jews that it was
Jesus who had made him healthy. 16

Now because of these things the Jews per-
secuted Jesus, because he did these things

on the Sabbath. 17 Jesus replied to them,
“My Father is working even now, and I,
too, am working.” 18 Because of this, the
Jews sought evenmore to kill him because
he not only broke the Sabbath, but also
called God his own Father, making him-
self equal to God.

19 Jesus answered them, ”Truly, truly, the
Son can do nothing of himself, except only
what he sees the Father doing, for what-
ever the Father is doing, the Son does
these things also. 20 For the Father loves
the Son and he shows him everything that
he himself does, and he will show him
greater things than these so that you will
be amazed. 21 For as the Father raises the
dead and gives them life, even so the Son
also gives life to whomever he wishes. 22

For the Father judges no one, but he has
given all judgment to the Son 23 so that
everyone will honor the Son just as they
honor the Father. The one who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father
who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, he who
hearsmyword and believes himwho sent
me has eternal life and will not be con-
demned, but he has passed from death to
life. 25 Truly, truly, I tell you the time is
coming, and is now, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those
who hear will live. 26 For just as the
Father has life in himself, so he has also
given to the Son so that he has life in him-
self, 27 and the Father has given the Son
authority to carry out judgment because
he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not be amazed
at this, for there is a time coming in which
everyonewho is in the tombswill hear his
voice 29 andwill comeout: thosewhohave
done good to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil to the resurrec-
tion of judgment.

30 I can do nothing frommyself. As I hear,
I judge, and my judgment is righteous be-
cause I am not seeking my own will but
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the will of him who sent me. 31 If I should
testify about myself, my testimony would
not be true. 32 There is another who tes-
tifies about me, and I know that the testi-
mony that he gives about me is true. 33

You have sent to John, and he has testi-
fied the truth. 34 But the testimony that
I receive is not from man. I say these
things that you might be saved. 35 John
was a lamp that was burning and shining,
and youwere willing to rejoice in his light
for a while. 36 Yet the testimony that I
have is greater than that of John, for the
works that the Father has given me to ac-
complish, the very works that I do, testify
about me that the Father has sent me. 37

The Father who sent me has himself testi-
fied about me. You have neither heard his
voice nor seen his form at any time. 38 You
do not have his word remaining in you,
for you are not believing in the one whom
he has sent. 39 You search the scriptures
because you think that in them you have
eternal life, and these same scriptures tes-
tify about me, 40 and you are not willing
to come to me so that you may have life.
41 I do not receive praise from men, 42 but
I know that you do not have the love of
God in yourselves. 43 I have come in
my Father’s name, and you do not receive
me. If another should come in his own
name, you would receive him. 44 How can
you believe, you who accept praise from
one another but are not seeking the praise
that comes from the only God? 45 Do not
think that I myself will accuse you before
the Father. The one who accuses you is
Moses, in whom you have put your hopes.
46 If you believed Moses, you would be-
lieve me, because he wrote about me. 47

If you do not believe his writings, how are
you going to believe my words?”

5:3 aThe best ancient copies omit the

phrase, waiting for the moving of the wa-
ter

5:4 bThe best ancient copies omit vs. 4, For
an angel of the Lord went down and stirred
up the water at certain times and whoever
stepped inwhile thewaterwas stirringwas
healed from whatever disease he suffered
from

Chapter 6
1 After these things, Jesus went away to
the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also
called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A great crowd
was following him because they saw the
signs that he was doing on those who
were sick. 3 Jesus went up the moun-
tain and there he sat down with his disci-
ples. 4 (Now the Passover, the Jewish fes-
tival, was near.) 5 When Jesus looked up
and saw a great crowd coming to him, he
said to Philip, “Where are we going to buy
bread so that these may eat?” 6 (But Jesus
said this to test Philip, for he himself knew
what he was going to do.) 7 Philip an-
swered him, “Two hundred denarii worth
of bread would not be sufficient for each
one to have even a little.” 8 One of the dis-
ciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Pe-
ter, said to Jesus, 9 “There is a boy here
who has five bread loaves of barley and
two fish, but what are these among so
many?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people
sit down.” (Now there was a lot of grass
in the place.) So the men sat down, about
five thousand in number. 11 Then Jesus
took the loaves and after giving thanks, he
gave it to those who were sitting. He did
the same with the fish, as much as they
wanted. 12 When the people were filled,
he said to his disciples, “Gather up the bro-
ken pieces which remain, so that nothing
will be lost.” 13 So they gathered them
up and filled twelve baskets with broken
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pieces from the five barley loaves left over
by those who had eaten. 14 Then, when
the people saw this sign that he did, they
said, “This truly is the prophet who is to
come into the world.” 15 When Jesus re-
alized that they were about to come and
seize him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again up the mountain by him-
self.

16 When it became evening, his disciples
went down to the sea. 17 They got into a
boat, andwere going over the sea to Caper-
naum. It was dark by this time, and Jesus
had not yet come to them. 18 And a strong
windwas blowing, and the seawas getting
rough. 19 When they had rowed about
twenty-five or thirty stadia, they saw Jesus
walking on the sea and coming near the
boat, and they were afraid. 20 But he said
to them, “It is I! Do not be afraid.” 21 Then
they were willing to receive him into the
boat, and immediately the boat reached
the land where they were going.

22 The next day, the crowd that had been
standing on the other side of the sea saw
that there was no other boat there except
the one, and that Jesus had not entered
it with his disciples but that his disciples
had gone away alone. 23 However, there
were some boats that came from Tiberias
close to the place where they had eaten
the bread loaves after the Lord had given
thanks. 24 When the crowd discovered
that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats
and went to Capernaum seeking Jesus. 25

After they found him on the other side of
the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?” 26 Jesus replied to them,
saying, ”Truly, truly, you seek me, not be-
cause you saw signs, but because you ate
some of the bread loaves and were filled.
27 Do not work for the food that perishes,
but work for the food that endures to eter-
nal lifewhich the Son ofManwill give you,

for God the Father has set his seal on him.”
28 Then they said to him, “What must we
do, so that we may do the works of God?”
29 Jesus replied and said to them, “This is
the work of God: that you believe in the
one whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to
him, ”What sign then will you do, so that
we may see and believe you? What will
you do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in
the wilderness, as it is written, ‘He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Then
Jesus replied to them, ”Truly, truly, it was
not Moses who gave you the bread out of
heaven, but it is my Father who is giving
you the true bread fromheaven. 33 For the
bread of God is that which comes down
from heaven and gives life to the world.”
34 So they said to him, “Sir, give us this
bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, ”I
am the bread of life; he who comes to me
will not be hungry, and hewho believes in
me will never be thirsty. 36 But I told you
that indeed you have seen me, and you
do not believe. 37 Everyone whom the Fa-
ther givesmewill come tome, and hewho
comes to me I will certainly not throw out.
38 For I have come down from heaven, not
to domy ownwill, but the will of himwho
sent me. 39 And this is the will of him
who sent me, that I would lose not one of
all those whom he has given me, but will
raise them up on the last day. 40 For this is
the will of my Father, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in him would
have eternal life and I will raise him up
on the last day.

41 Then the Jews grumbled about him be-
cause he had said, “I am the bread that has
come down from heaven.” 42 They said,
“Is not this Jesus son of Joseph, whose fa-
ther and mother we know? How then
does he now say, ‘I have come down from
heaven’?” 43 Jesus replied and said to
them, ”Stop grumbling among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me unless the Fa-
ther who sent me draws him, and I will
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raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written
in the prophets, ‘Everyone will be taught
by God.’ Everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father comes to me. 46

Not that anyone has seen the Father, ex-
cept he who is from God—he has seen the
Father. 47 Truly, truly, hewho believes has
eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49

Your fathers ate the manna in the wilder-
ness, and they died. 50 This is the bread
which comes down from heaven, so that a
person may eat some of it and not die. 51 I
am the living bread that came down from
heaven. If anyone eats some of this bread,
he will live forever. The bread that I will
give is my flesh for the life of the world.”

52 The Jews became angry among them-
selves and began to argue, saying, “How
can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53

Then Jesus said to them, ”Truly, truly, un-
less you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you will not have life
in yourselves. 54 Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood has everlasting life,
and I will raise him up at the last day. 55

For my flesh is true food, and my blood is
true drink. 56 He who eats my flesh and
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in
him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and
as I live because of the Father, so he who
eats me, he will also live because of me.
58 This is the bread that has come down
from heaven, not as the fathers ate and
died. He who eats this bread will live for-
ever.” 59 But Jesus said these things in the
synagogue while he was teaching in Ca-
pernaum.

60 Then many of his disciples who heard
this said, “This is a difficult teaching; who
can accept it?” 61 Jesus, because he knew
in himself that his disciples were grum-
bling at this, said to them, ”Does this of-
fend you? 62 Then what if you should see
the Son of Man going up to where he was
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life;

the flesh profits nothing. The words that I
have spoken to you are spirit, and they are
life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do
not believe.” For Jesus knew from the be-
ginningwhowere the ones that would not
believe and who it was who would betray
him. 65 He said, “It is because of this that
I said to you that no one can come to me
unless it is granted to him by the Father.”
66 Because of this, many of his disciples
went away and no longer walked with
him. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “You
do notwant to go away also, do you?” 68 Si-
mon Peter answered him, ”Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have words of eternal
life, 69 and we have believed and come to
know that you are theHolyOne of God.” 70

Jesus said to them, “Did not I choose you,
the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 71

Now he spoke of Judas son of Simon Iscar-
iot, for it was he, one of the twelve, who
would betray Jesus.

Chapter 7
1 And after these things Jesus traveled
about in Galilee, for he did not want to go
into Judea because the Jews were seeking
to kill him. 2 Now the Jewish Festival of
Shelters was near. 3 His brothers there-
fore said to him, ”Leave this place and go
to Judea, so that your disciples also may
see the works that you do. 4 No one does
anything in secret if he himself wants to
be known openly. If you do these things,
show yourself to the world.” 5 For even
his brothers did not believe in him. 6 Jesus
therefore said to them, ”My time has not
yet come, but your time is always ready.
7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates
me because I testify about it that its works
are evil. 8 You go up to the festival; I am
not going to this festival because my time
has not yet been fulfilled.” 9 After he said
these things to them, he stayed in Galilee.
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10 But when his brothers had gone up to
the festival, then he also went up, not
publicly but in secret. 11 The Jews were
looking for him at the festival and said,
“Where is he?” 12 There was much discus-
sion among the crowds about him. Some
said, “He is a good man.” Others said, “No,
he leads the crowds astray.” 13 Yet no one
spoke openly about him for fear of the
Jews.

14When the festival was already half over,
Jesus went up into the temple and began
to teach. 15 Then the Jews marveled, say-
ing, “How does this man know so much?
He has never been educated.” 16 Jesus
answered them and said, ”My teaching
is not mine, but is of him who sent me.
17 If anyone wishes to do his will, he
will know about this teaching, whether it
comes from God, or whether I speak from
myself. 18 Whoever speaks from himself
seeks his own glory, but whoever seeks
the glory of him who sent him, that per-
son is true, and there is no unrighteous-
ness in him. 19 Did notMoses give you the
law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why
do you seek to kill me?” 20 The crowd an-
swered, “You have a demon. Who seeks to
kill you?” 21 Jesus answered and said to
them, ”I did one work, and you all marvel
because of it. 22 Moses gave you circum-
cision (not that it is from Moses, but from
the ancestors), and on the Sabbath you cir-
cumcise a man. 23 If a man receives cir-
cumcision on the Sabbath so that the law
of Moses is not broken, why are you an-
gry with me because I made a man com-
pletely healthy on the Sabbath? 24 Do not
judge according to appearance, but judge
righteously.”

25 Some of them from Jerusalem said, ”Is
not this the one they seek to kill? 26 And
see, he speaks openly, and they say noth-
ing to him. It cannot be that the rulers
indeed know that this is the Christ, can

it? 27 Yet we know where this one is from.
But when the Christ comes, no one will
know where he is from.” 28 Then Jesus
cried out in the temple, teaching and say-
ing, ”You both know me and know where
I come from. I have not come of myself,
but he who sent me is true, and you do
not know him. 29 I know him because I
come from him and he sent me.” 30 They
were trying to arrest him, but no one laid
a hand on him because his hour had not
yet come. 31 But many in the crowd be-
lieved in him, and they said, “When the
Christ comes, will he do more signs than
what this one has done?” 32 The Pharisees
heard the crowds whispering these things
about Jesus, and the chief priests and the
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33

Jesus then said, ”I am still with you for a
short amount of time, and then I go to him
who sent me. 34 You will seek me but you
will not find me; where I go, you will not
be able to come.” 35 The Jews therefore
said among themselves, ”Where will this
man go that we will not be able to find
him? Will he go to the dispersion among
the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What
is this word that he said, ‘You will seekme
but will not find me; where I go, you will
not be able to come’?”

37 Now on the last, great day of the festi-
val, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ”If
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and
drink. 38 He who believes in me, just as
the scripture says, rivers of living water
will flow from his stomach.” 39 But he
said this about the Spirit, whom thosewho
believed in him would receive; the Spirit
had not yet been given because Jesus was
not yet glorified. 40 Some of the crowd,
when they heard these words, said, “This
is indeed the prophet.” 41 Others said,
“This is the Christ.” But some said, ”Does
the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Have
the scriptures not said that the Christ will
come from the descendants of David and
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from Bethlehem, the village where David
was?” 43 So there arose a division in the
crowds because of him. 44 Some of them
would have arrested him, but no one laid
hands on him.
45 Then the officers came back to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who said to them,
“Why did you not bring him?” 46 The of-
ficers answered, “Never has anyone spo-
ken like this.” 47 So the Pharisees an-
swered them, ”Have you also been de-
ceived? 48 Have any of the rulers believed
in him, or any of the Pharisees? 49 But
this crowd that does not know the law,
they are cursed.” 50 Nicodemus (one of
the Pharisees, who came to him earlier)
said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a
man before hearing from him and know-
ing what he does?” 52 They answered and
said to him, “Are you also from Galilee?
Search and see that no prophet comes
from Galilee.”

53a [Then everyone went to his own
house.

7:53 aThe best ancient copies omit John
7:53-8:11

Chapter 8
1a Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2

Early in the morning he came to the tem-
ple again, and all the people came; he sat
down and taught them. 3 The scribes and
the Pharisees brought a woman caught in
the act of adultery. They placed her in
the middle. 4b Then they said to him,
”Teacher, this woman has been caught in
the act of adultery. 5 Now in the law,
Moses commanded us to stone such peo-
ple; what do you say about her?” 6 They

said this in order to trap him so that
they might have something to accuse him
about, but Jesus bent down and wrote on
the ground with his finger. 7c When they
continued asking him, he stood up and
said to them, “He who is without sin of
you, let him be the first to throw a stone at
her.” 8 Again he stooped down, and wrote
on the ground with his finger. 9d When
they heard it, they left one by one, begin-
ning with the oldest. Finally Jesus was left
alone, with the woman who had been in
the middle. 10 Jesus stood up and said to
her, “Woman, where are your accusers?
Did no one condemn you?” 11 She said,
“No one, Lord.” Jesus said, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go and sin no more.”]

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I
am the light of the world; he who follows
me will not walk in the darkness but will
have the light of life.” 13 The Pharisees
said to him, “You bear witness about your-
self; your witness is not true.” 14 Jesus an-
swered and said to them, ”Even if I bear
witness about myself, my witness is true.
I know where I came from and where I
am going, but you do not know where I
came from or where I am going. 15 You
judge according the flesh; I judge no one.
16 Yet if I judge, my judgment is true be-
cause I am not alone, but I am with the
Father who sent me. 17 Yes, and in your
law it is written that the testimony of two
men is true. 18 I am he who bears witness
about myself, and the Father who sent me
bears witness about me.” 19 They said to
him, “Where is your father?” Jesus an-
swered, “You know neither me nor my Fa-
ther; if you had known me, you would
have known my Father also.” 20 He said
these words in the treasury as he taught
in the temple, and no one arrested him be-
cause his hour had not yet come.

21 So again he said to them, “I am going
away; you will seek me and will die in
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your sin. Where I am going, you cannot
come.” 22 The Jews said, “Will he kill him-
self? Is that why he says, ‘Where I am
going you cannot come’?” 23 Jesus said
to them, ”You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; I am not
of this world. 24 Therefore, I said to you
that you will die in your sins. For un-
less you believe that I AM, you will die in
your sins.” 25 They said therefore to him,
“Who are you?” Jesus said to them, ”What
I have said to you from the beginning. 26

I have many things to speak and to judge
about you. However, he who sent me is
true; and the things that I heard from him,
these things I say to the world.” 27 They
did not understand that he was speaking
to them about the Father. 28 Jesus said,
”When you have lifted up the Son of Man,
then will you know that I AM, and that I
do nothing of myself. As the Father taught
me, I speak these things. 29 He who sent
me is with me, and he has not left me
alone, because I always do what is pleas-
ing to him.” 30 As Jesus was saying these
things, many believed in him.

31 Jesus said to those Jews who had be-
lieved him, ”If you remain in my word,
then you are trulymy disciples; 32 and you
will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are
descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves of anyone; how can you say,
‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered
them, ”Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone
who commits sin is the slave of sin. 35 The
slave does not remain in the house for-
ever; the son remains forever. 36 There-
fore, if the Son sets you free, you will be
truly free. 37 I know that you are Abra-
ham’s descendants; you seek to kill me be-
causemywordhas no place in you. 38 I say
what I have seen with my Father, and you
also do what you heard from your father.”
39 They answered and said to him, “Our fa-
ther is Abraham.” Jesus said to them, ”If

you were Abraham’s children, you would
do the works of Abraham. 40 Yet, now you
seek to killme, amanwhohas told you the
truth that I heard from God. Abraham did
not do this. 41 You do the works of your
father.” They said to him, “We were not
born in sexual immorality; we have one
Father: God.” 42 Jesus said to them, ”If
Godwere your Father, youwould loveme,
for I came from God and am here; for nei-
ther have I come of myself, but he sent
me. 43 Why do you not understand my
words? It is because you cannot hear my
words. 44 You are of your father, the devil,
and you wish to do the desires of your fa-
ther. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning and does not stand in the truth be-
cause there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own na-
ture because he is a liar and the father of
lies. 45 Yet, because I speak the truth, you
do not believe me. 46 Which one of you
convicts me of sin? If I speak the truth,
why do you not believe me? 47 He who is
of God hears the words of God; you do not
hear them because you are not of God.” 48

The Jews answered and said to him, “Do
we not truly say that you are a Samaritan
and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered,
”I do not have a demon, but I honor my
Father, and you dishonor me. 50 I do
not seek my glory; there is one seeking
and judging. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you,
if anyone keeps my word, he will never
see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, ”Now
we know that you have a demon. Abra-
ham and the prophets died; but you say,
‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never
taste death.’ 53 You are not greater than
our father Abraham who died, are you?
The prophets also died. Who do youmake
yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, ”If
I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is
my Fatherwho glorifiesme—aboutwhom
you say that he is your God. 55 You have
not knownhim, but I knowhim. If Iwould
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say, ‘I do not know him,’ I would be like
you, a liar. However, I knowhimandkeep
hisword. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced
at seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”
57 The Jews said to him, “You are not yet
fifty years old, and you have seen Abra-
ham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly,
I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”
59 Then they picked up stones to throw at
him, but Jesus hid himself andwent out of
the temple.

8:1 aSee the note about John 7:53-8:11
above

8:4 bSee the note about John 7:53-8:11
above

8:7 cSee the note about John 7:53-8:11
above

8:9 dSee the note about John 7:53-8:11
above

Chapter 9
1 Now as Jesus passed by, he saw a man
blind frombirth. 2His disciples askedhim,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his par-
ents, so that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, ”Neither did this man sin, nor
his parents, but so that the works of God
would be revealed in him. 4Wemustwork
the works of him who sent me while it is
day. Night is coming when no one will be
able to work. 5 While I am in the world, I
am the light of the world.” 6 After Jesus
said these things, he spit on the ground,
made mud with the saliva, and smeared
the mud on his eyes. 7 He said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam (which trans-
lated is: sent).” So the man went away,
washed, and came back seeing. 8 Then
the man’s neighbors and those who had

seen him previously as a beggar were say-
ing, “Is not this the man that used to sit
and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others
said, “No, but he is like him.” But he said,
“It is me.” 10 They said to him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered,
“The man who is called Jesus made mud
and smeared it onmy eyes and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and
washed, and I received my sight.” 12 They
said to him, “Where is he?” He replied, “I
do not know.”

13 They brought the man who used to be
blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was the
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. 15 Then again the
Pharisees asked him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud
on my eyes, I washed, and I now can see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man
is not from God because he does not keep
the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?” So
there was a division among them. 17 So
they asked the blind man again, “What
do you say about him, since he opened
your eyes?” The blind man said, “He is a
prophet.” 18 Now the Jews still did not be-
lieve about him that he was blind and had
received his sight until they called the par-
ents of himwho had received his sight. 19

They asked the parents, “Is this your son
whom you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” 20 So his parents an-
swered them, ”We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind. 21 How
he now sees, we do not know, and who
opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him,
he is an adult. He can speak for himself.”
22 His parents said these things, because
they were afraid of the Jews. For the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone would
confess him to be the Christ, he would be
thrown out of the synagogue. 23 Because
of this, his parents said, “He is an adult,
ask him.” 24 So for a second time they
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called the man who had been blind and
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know
that this man is a sinner.” 25 Then that
man replied, “I do not know if he is a sin-
ner. One thing I do know: I was blind,
and now I see.” 26 Then they said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, ”I
have told you already, and you did not lis-
ten! Why do you want to hear it again?
You do not want to become his disciples
too, do you? 28 They insulted him and said,
”You are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. 29 We know that God has spo-
ken to Moses, but we do not know where
this one is from.” 30 The man answered
and said to them, ”This is remarkable, that
you do not know where he is from, and
yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but if some-
one is devout and does his will, he listens
to him. 32 Since the world began it has
never been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 They answered and said to him, “You
were completely born in sins, and you are
teaching us?” Then they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out
of the synagogue. He found him and said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He
replied and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I
may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and it is the one who
is speaking with you.” 38 The man said,
“Lord, I believe” and he worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into
this world so that those who do not see
may see and so that those who see may
become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard these things
and asked him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Je-
sus said to them, ”If you were blind, you
would have no sin, but now you say, ‘We
see,’ so your sin remains.

Chapter 10
1 ”Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does
not enter through the gate into the sheep
pen, but climbs up some other way, that
man is a thief and a robber. 2 He who en-
ters through the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens for
him. The sheephear his voice, andhe calls
his own sheep by name and leads them
out. 4 When he has brought out all his
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him, for they know his voice. 5

Theywill not follow a stranger but instead
they will avoid him, for they do not know
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus spoke this
parable to them, but they did not under-
stand what these things were that he was
saying to them.

7 Then Jesus said to them again, ”Truly,
truly, I say to you, I am the gate of the
sheep. 8 Everyone who came before me is
a thief and a robber, but the sheep did not
listen to them. 9 I am the gate. If anyone
enters in through me, he will be saved; he
will go in and out and will find pasture. 10
The thief does not come if he would not
steal and kill and destroy. I have come so
that they will have life and have it abun-
dantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The
good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired servant is not a shep-
herd and does not own the sheep. He sees
the wolf coming and abandons the sheep
and escapes. And the wolf carries them
off and scatters them. 13 He runs away be-
cause he is a hired servant and does not
care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shep-
herd, and I know my own, and my own
know me. 15 The Father knows me, and I
know the Father, and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also, and they will hear my voice so
that there will be one flock and one shep-
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herd. 17 This is why the Father lovesme: I
lay downmy life so that Imay take it again.
18 No one takes it away from me, but I lay
it down of myself. I have authority to lay
it down, and I have authority to take it up
again. I have received this command from
my Father.”

19 A division again occurred among the
Jews because of these words. 20 Many of
them said, “He has a demon and is in-
sane. Whydo you listen to him?” 21 Others
said, “These are not the words of a demon-
possessed man. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?”

22 Then it was time for the Festival of the
Dedication in Jerusalem. 23 It was winter,
and Jesuswaswalking in the temple in the
porch of Solomon. 24 Then the Jews sur-
rounded him and said to him, “How long
will you hold us doubting? If you are the
Christ, tell us openly.” 25 Jesus replied
to them, ”I told you, but you do not be-
lieve. The works that I do in the name of
my Father, these testify concerning me. 26
Yet you do not believe because you are not
my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice; I
know them, and they follow me. 28 I give
them eternal life; they will never die, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand.
29 My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all others, and no one is
able to snatch them out of the hand of
the Father. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to
stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I
have shown you many good works from
the Father. For which of those works are
you stoning me?” 33 The Jews answered
him, “We are not stoning you for any good
work, but for blasphemy, because you, a
man, are making yourself God.” 34 Je-
sus answered them, ”Is it not written in
your law, ‘I said, “You are gods” ’? 35 If
he called them gods, to whom the word
of God came (and the scripture cannot be

broken), 36 do you say to himwhom the Fa-
ther set apart and sent into theworld, ‘You
are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the
SonofGod’? 37 If I amnot doing theworks
of my Father, do not believe me. 38 But if I
am doing them, even if you do not believe
me, believe in the works so that you may
know and understand that the Father is in
me and that I am in the Father.” 39 They
tried to seize him again, but he went away
out of their hand.
40 He went away again beyond the Jordan
to the placewhere John hadfirst been bap-
tizing, and he stayed there. 41 Many peo-
ple came to him and they said, “John in-
deed did no signs, but all the things that
John has said about this man are true.” 42

Many people believed in him there.

Chapter 11
1 Now a certain man named Lazarus was
sick. He was from Bethany, the village
of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was
Mary who anointed the Lord with myrrh
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazarus was sick. 3 The sisters
then sent for Jesus, saying, “Lord, see, he
whom you love is sick.” 4 When Jesus
heard it, he said, “This sickness is not to
death, but instead it is for the glory of God
so that the Son of God may be glorified by
it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sis-
ter and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that
Lazarus was sick, Jesus stayed two more
days in the place where he was. 7 Then af-
ter this, he said to the disciples, “Let us go
to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, right now the Jews are trying
to stone you, and you are going back there
again?” 9 Jesus answered, ”Are there not
twelve hours of light in a day? If some-
onewalks in the daytime, hewill not stum-
ble, because he sees by the light of this
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world. 10 However, if he walks at night,
he will stumble because the light is not
in him.” 11 He said these things, and after
these things, he said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going
so that I may wake him out of sleep.” 12

The disciples therefore said to him, “Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13

Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but
they thought that he was speaking about
the sleep of resting. 14 Then Jesus said to
them plainly, ”Lazarus is dead. 15 I am
glad, for your sakes, that I was not there
so that you may believe. Let us go to him.”
16 Thomas, who was called Didymus, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go so
that we may die with Jesus.”

17 When Jesus came, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb
for four days. 18 Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia away. 19

Many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary, to comfort them about their
brother. 20 Then Martha, when she heard
that Jesus was coming, went to meet him,
but Mary was sitting in the house. 21

Martha then said to Jesus, ”Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 Even now, I know that what-
ever you ask from God, he will give to
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him,
“I know that he will rise again in the res-
urrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to
her, ”I am the resurrection and the life; he
who believes in me, even if he dies, will
live; 26 and whoever lives and believes in
mewill never die. Do you believe this?” 27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who
is coming into the world.” 28 When she
had said this, she went away and called
her sister Mary privately. She said, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29

When she heard this, she got up quickly
and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not

yet come into the village but was still in
the place where Martha had met him. 31

So when the Jews, who were with her in
the house and who were comforting her,
saw Mary getting up quickly and going
out, they followed her, thinking that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32

WhenMary came to the placewhere Jesus
was and saw him, she fell down at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.”
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he
was deeply moved in his spirit and was
troubled; 34 he said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said,
“See how much he loved Lazarus!” 37 But
some of them said, “Could not this man,
who opened the eyes of a blind man, also
have made this man not die?” 38 Then
Jesus again, being deeply moved in him-
self, went to the tomb. Now it was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of Lazarus, the one who had died, said to
Jesus, “Lord, by this time the body will be
decaying, for he has been dead for four
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say
to you that, if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?” 41 So they took away
the stone. Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
”Father, I thank you that you listened to
me. 42 I knew that you always listen to me,
but it is because of the crowd that is stand-
ing aroundme that I said this, so that they
may believe that you have sent me.” 43 Af-
ter he had said this, he cried out with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The
dead man came out; his feet and hands
were bound with cloths, and his face was
bound about with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Untie him and let him go.”

45 Then many of the Jews who came to
Mary and saw what Jesus did, believed in
him. 46 But some of themwent away to the
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Pharisees and told them the things that Je-
sus had done.
47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered the council together and said,
”What will we do? This man does many
signs. 48 If we leave him alone like this, all
will believe in him; the Romans will come
and take away both our place and our na-
tion.” 49 However, a certain man among
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, said to them, ”You know nothing. 50

You do not consider that it is better for you
that oneman dies for the people than that
the whole nation perishes.” 51 Now this
he said not from himself. Instead, being
high priest that year, he prophesied that
Jesus should die for the nation; 52 and not
only for the nation, but so that the chil-
dren of God who are scattered would be
gathered together into one. 53 So from that
day onward they plannedhow to put Jesus
to death.
54 No longer did Jesus walk openly among
the Jews, but he departed from there into
the country near to the wilderness into
a town called Ephraim. There he stayed
with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover
of the Jews was near, and many went up
to Jerusalem from the country before the
Passover in order to purify themselves. 56

Theywere looking for Jesus, and speaking
one with another as they stood in the tem-
ple, “What do you think? That he will not
come to the festival?” 57 Now the chief
priests and the Pharisees had given an or-
der that if anyone knew where Jesus was,
he should report it so that theymight seize
him.

Chapter 12
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came
to Bethany, where Lazarus, whom Jesus
had raised from the dead ones, was. 2

So they made him a dinner there, and
Martha was serving, but Lazarus was one
of those who was lying down at the ta-
ble with Jesus. 3 Then Mary took a litra
of perfume made of very precious pure
nard, anointed the feet of Jesus with it,
and wiped his feet with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. 4 Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples, the one who would betray him,
said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold
for three hundred denarii and given to the
poor?” 6 Now he said this, not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was
a thief: he had the moneybag and would
steal fromwhat was put in it. 7 Jesus said,
”Allow her to keep what she has for the
day of my burial. 8 You will always have
the poorwith you. But youwill not always
have me.”

9 Now a large crowd of the Jews learned
that Jesus was there, and they came, not
only for Jesus, but also to see Lazarus,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead
ones. 10 The chief priests conspired to-
gether so that theymight also put Lazarus
to death; 11 for it was because of him that
many of the Jews went away and believed
in Jesus.

12 On the next day a great crowd came
to the festival. When they heard that Je-
sus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took
the branches of the palm trees and went
out to meet him and cried out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord, the King of Israel.” 14 Jesus
found a young donkey and sat on it; as it
was written, 15 “Do not fear, daughter of
Zion; see, your King is coming, sitting on
the colt of a donkey.” 16 His disciples
did not understand these things at first;
but when Jesuswas glorified, they remem-
bered that these things had been written
about him and that they had done these
things to him. 17 Now the crowd testi-
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fied that they had been with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him up from the dead ones. 18 It was also
for this reason that the crowd went out
to meet him, because they heard that he
had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees there-
fore said among themselves, “Look, you
can do nothing; see, the world has gone
after him.”

20 Now certain Greeks were among those
who were going up to worship at the festi-
val. 21 These went to Philip, whowas from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, say-
ing, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip
went and told Andrew; Andrewwentwith
Philip, and they told Jesus. 23 Jesus
answered them and said, ”The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it
will bear much fruit. 25 He who loves
his life will lose it; but he who hates his
life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. 26 If anyone serves me, let him follow
me; andwhere I am, therewillmy servant
also be. If anyone serves me, the Father
will honor him. 27 Now my soul is trou-
bled and what should I say? ‘Father, save
me from this hour’? But for this reason I
came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven
and said, “I have glorified it and I will glo-
rify it again.” 29 Then the crowd that stood
by and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
30 Jesus answered and said, ”This voice did
not come for me, but for you. 31 Now is
the judgment of this world: Now will the
ruler of this world be thrown out. 32 And
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw everyone to myself.” 33 He said this
to indicate what kind of death he would
die. 34 The crowd answered him, “We
have heard from the law that the Christ
will stay forever. How can you say, ‘The

Son of Manmust be lifted up’? Who is this
Son of Man?” 35 Jesus then said to them,
”The light will still be with you for a short
amount of time. Walk while you have the
light, so that darkness does not overtake
you. He who walks in the darkness does
not know where he is going. 36 While you
have the light, believe in the light so that
you may be sons of light.”

Jesus said these things and then departed
and hid from them. 37 Although Jesus had
done so many signs before them, yet they
did not believe in him 38 so that the word
of Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled, in
which he said:

”Lord, who has believed our report?

And to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?”
39 For this reason they could not believe,
for Isaiah had also said,

40 ”He has blinded their eyes, and he
has hardened their hearts;

otherwise they would see with their
eyes and understand with their hearts,

and turn,

and I would heal them.”
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw
the glory of Jesus and spoke of him. 42 But
despite that, many of the rulers believed
in Jesus; but because of the Pharisees, they
did not admit it so that they would not be
banned from the synagogue. 43 They loved
the praise that comes from people more
than the praise that comes from God.
44 Jesus cried out and said, ”The one who
believes inme, believes not only inme but
also in him who sent me, 45 and the one
who sees me sees him who sent me. 46

I have come as a light into the world, so
that whoever believes in me may not re-
main in the darkness. 47 If anyone hears
mywords but does not keep them, I do not
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judge him; for I have not come to judge
the world, but to save the world. 48 The
one who rejects me and who does not re-
ceive my words, has one who judges him.
The word I have spoken will judge him on
the last day. 49 For I did not speak for my-
self, but it is the Father who sent me, who
has given me the command about what to
say and what to speak. 50 I know that his
command is eternal life, so that is what I
say—just as the Father has spoken to me,
so I speak.”

Chapter 13
1 Now it was before the Festival of the
Passover. Jesus knew that his hour had
come to go out of this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were
in the world, he loved them to the end. 2

Now the devil had already put it into the
heart of Judas Iscariot son of Simon, to be-
tray Jesus. 3 He knew that the Father had
given everything over into his hands and
that he had come from God and was go-
ing back to God. 4 He got up from dinner
and took off his outer clothing. Then he
took a towel and wrapped it around him-
self. 5 Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the feet of the disci-
ples and dry them with the towel that he
had put around himself. 6 He came to Si-
mon Peter, and Peter said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus
answered and said to him, “What I am do-
ing you do not understand now, but you
will understand this later.” 8 Peter said to
him, “You will never wash my feet.” Je-
sus answered him, “If I do not wash you,
you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Pe-
ter said to him, “Lord, do not only wash
my feet, but also my hands and my head.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Hewho is bathed has
no need, except to wash his feet, but he is
completely clean; you are clean, but not

everyone.” 11 (For Jesus knew who would
betray him; that is why he said, “Not all of
you are clean.”)

12 So when Jesus had washed their feet
and taken his garments and sat down
again, he said to them, ”Do you know
what I have done for you? 13 You call me
‘teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are speaking
correctly, because so I am. 14 If I then, the
Lord and the Teacher, have washed your
feet, you should also wash the feet of one
another. 15 For I have given you an ex-
ample so that you should also do just as
I did for you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you,
a servant is not greater than his master;
nor is a messenger greater than he who
sent him. 17 If you know these things, you
are blessed if you do them. 18 I am not
speaking about all of you; I know those
whom I have chosen—but this so that the
scripture will be fulfilled: ‘He who eats
my bread lifted up his heel against me.’
19 I tell you this now before it happens
so that when it happens, you may believe
that I AM. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, he
who receives whomever I sent, receives
me, and hewho receivesme, receives him
who sent me.”

21When Jesus said this, hewas troubled in
spirit. He testified and said, “Truly, truly, I
say to you that one of you will betray me.”
22 The disciples looked at each other, won-
dering of whom he was speaking. 23 One
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was ly-
ing down at the table against Jesus’ side. 24
Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and
said, “Ask him who he is speaking about.”
25 So he leaned back against the side of
Jesus and said to him, “Lord, who is it?”
26 Then Jesus answered, “It is the one for
whom I will dip the piece of bread and
give it him.” So when he had dipped the
bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon
Iscariot. 27 And then, after the bread, Sa-
tan entered into him, so Jesus said to him,
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“What you are doing, do it quickly.” 28

Now no one who was lying down at the ta-
ble knew why he said this to him. 29 Some
thought that, since Judas had the money-
bag, Jesus said to him, “Buy what we need
to have for the feast,” or that he should
give something to the poor. 30 After Judas
received the bread, he went out immedi-
ately. It was night.
31 When Judas was gone, Jesus said, ”Now
the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glo-
rified in him. 32 God will glorify him in
himself, and he will glorify him immedi-
ately. 33 Little children, I am with you for
still a short amount of time. You will look
for me, and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where
I am going, you cannot come.’ Now I also
say this to you. 34 I am giving you a new
commandment, that you should love one
another; as I have loved you, so also you
should love one another. 35 By this every-
onewill know that you aremy disciples, if
you have love one for another.”
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where
are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I
am going, you cannot follow me now, but
you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him,
“Lord, why can I not follow you now? I
will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus an-
swered, “Will you lay down your life for
me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster
will not crow before you have denied me
three times.”

Chapter 14
1 ”Do not let your heart be troubled. You
believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In
the house of my Father are many rooms.
If it were not so, I would have told you,
for I am going to prepare a place for you.
3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you tomyself,
so that where I am you will also be. 4

You know the way to where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going, how can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, ”I am
the way, the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father except through me.
7 If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on you
know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip
said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father,
and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus
said to him, ”I have been with you for so
long and you still do not knowme, Philip?
Whoever has seenme has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10

Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak from my own
authority, but the Father living inme is do-
ing hiswork. 11 Believeme that I am in the
Father, and the Father is in me, or else be-
lieve because of the works themselves. 12

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes
in me will do the works that I do, and he
will do greater works than these because
I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you
ask in my name, I will do it so that the Fa-
ther will be glorified in the Son. 14 If you
ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
15 If you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments. 16 And I will pray to the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Com-
forter so that hewill bewith you forever—
17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot re-
ceive him because it does not see him or
know him. But you know him, for he lives
with you and will be in you. 18 I will not
leave you alone; Iwill comeback to you. 19
Yet a short amount of time and the world
will no longer see me, but you see me. Be-
cause I live, you will also live. 20 On that
day you will know that I am in my Father,
and that you are in me, and that I am in
you. 21 He who has my commandments
and keeps them is the one who loves me,
and he who loves me will be loved by my
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Father, and I will love him and I will show
myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said
to Jesus, “Lord, why is it that youwill show
yourself to us and not to the world?” 23

Jesus answered and said to him, ”If any-
one loves me, he will keep my word. My
Father will love him, and we will come
to him and we will make our home with
him. 24 He who does not love me does not
keepmywords. Theword that you hear is
not fromme but from the Father who sent
me.
25 I have said these things to you, while
I am staying with you. 26 However, the
Comforter—the Holy Spirit whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name—he will teach
you everything and he will remind you of
everything that I said to you. 27 I leave you
peace; I give you my peace. I do not give
it as the world gives. Do not let your heart
be troubled, and do not be afraid. 28 You
heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away,
and I will come back to you.’ If you loved
me, youwould be glad because I am going
to the Father, for the Father is greater than
I am. 29 Now I have told you before it hap-
pens so that, when it happens, you will be-
lieve. 30 I will no longer speak much with
you, for the ruler of this world is coming.
He has no power over me, 31 but in order
that the world will know that I love the Fa-
ther, I do just as the Father commanded
me. Let us get up and go from here.”

Chapter 15
1 ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He takes away every branch
in me that does not bear fruit, and he
prunes every branch that bears fruit so
that it will bear more fruit. 3 You are al-
ready clean because of the message that
I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me,
and I in you. Just as a branch cannot

bear fruit by itself unless it remains in the
vine, so neither can you, unless you re-
main in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who remains in me and I
in him, he bears much fruit, for without
me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does
not remain in me, he is thrown away like
a branch and dries up, and they gather
the branches and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned up. 7 If you remain
inme, and if mywords remain in you, ask
whatever youwish, and it will be done for
you. 8 My Father is glorified in this, that
you bearmuch fruit and so prove that you
aremy disciples. 9 As the Father has loved
me, I have also loved you. Remain in my
love. 10 If you keep my commandments,
you will remain in my love, as I have kept
the commandments of my Father and re-
main in his love. 11 I have spoken these
things to you so that my joy will be in you
and so that your joy will be complete. 12

This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. 13 No
one has a love greater than this, that he
lays down his life for his friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do the things that I
command you. 15 No longer do I call you
servants, for the servant does not know
what hismaster is doing. I have called you
friends, for everything that I heard from
my Father, I have made known to you. 16

You did not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you so that you would go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain. This is so that whatever you ask
of the Father in my name, he will give it
to you. 17 These things I command you,
so that you love one another. 18 If the
world hates you, know that it has hated
me before it hated you. 19 If you were
of the world, the world would love you
as its own. But because you are not of
the world and because I chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you.
20 Remember the word that I said to you,
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‘A servant is not greater than his master.’
If they persecuted me, they will also per-
secute you; if they kept my word, they
will also keep yours. 21 They will do all
these things to you because of my name,
because they do not know him who sent
me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to
them, they would not have sin, but now
they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He
who hates me also hates my Father. 24 If
I had not done the works that no one else
did among them, they would have no sin,
but now they have seen and hated both
me and my Father. 25 But this is in order
to fulfill the word that is written in their
law, ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 26

When the Comforter—whom I will send
to you from the Father, that is, the Spirit
of truth, who goes out from the Father—
comes, he will testify about me. 27 You
are also testifying because you have been
with me from the beginning.

Chapter 16
1 ”I have spoken these things to you so that
you will not fall away. 2 They will throw
you out of the synagogues. But the hour
is coming when everyone who kills you
will think that he is offering a service to
God. 3 They will do these things because
they have not known the Father nor me. 4
I have spoken these things to you so that
when their hour comes, you will remem-
ber that I told you about them. I did not
tell you about these things in the begin-
ning, because I was with you. 5 But now
I go to him who sent me, yet none of you
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But be-
cause I have said these things to you, sad-
ness has filled your heart. 7 But truly I
tell you, it is better for you that I go away.
For if I do not go away, the Comforter will
not come to you, but if I go, I will send
him to you. 8 When he comes, the Com-

forter will prove the world to be wrong
about sin, about righteousness, and about
judgment— 9 about sin, because they do
not believe in me; 10 about righteousness,
because I am going to the Father, and you
will no longer see me; 11 and about judg-
ment, because the ruler of this world has
been judged. 12 I have many things to
say to you, but you would not understand
them now. 13 But when he, the Spirit of
Truth, comes, hewill guide you into all the
truth, for he will not speak from himself.
But he will say whatever he hears, and he
will tell you things that are to come. 14

He will glorify me, because he will take
from what is mine and he will tell it to
you. 15 Everything that the Father has is
mine. Therefore, I said that the Spirit will
take fromwhat ismine andhewill tell it to
you. 16 In a short amount of time you will
no longer see me, and after another short
amount of time you will see me.” 17 Then
some of his disciples said to one another,
“What is this that he says to us, ‘A short
amount of time you will no longer see me
and after another short amount of time
you will see me,’ and, ‘Because I go to the
Father’?” 18 Therefore they said, “What is
this that he says, ‘A short amount of time’?
We do not knowwhat he is talking about.”
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him,
and he said to them, ”Is this what you are
asking yourselves, what I meant by say-
ing, ‘A little while and you will no longer
see me, and again a little while and you
will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you,
you will weep and lament, but the world
will be glad. You will become full of sad-
ness, but your sorrow will be turned into
joy. 21 When a woman gives birth she has
sadness because her hour has come, but
when she has given birth to the child, she
no longer remembers her pain because of
her joy that a man has been born into the
world. 22 So you have sadness now, but I
will see you again, and your heart will be
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glad, and no one will be able to take away
your joy from you. 23 On that day you will
not ask me anything. Truly, truly, I say to
you, if you ask anything of the Father in
my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until
now you have not asked anything in my
name. Ask, and you will receive so that
your joy will be fulfilled.
25 I have said these things to you in figures
of speech, but the hour is coming when I
will no longer speak to you in figures of
speech, but instead I will tell you plainly
about the Father. 26 On that day you will
ask in my name and I do not say to you
that I will pray to the Father for you, 27

for the Father himself loves you because
you have loved me and because you have
believed that I came from the Father. 28

I came from the Father, and I have come
into the world. Again, I am leaving the
world and I am going to the Father.” 29 His
disciples said, ”See, now you are speaking
plainly and you are not using figures of
speech. 30 Now we know that you know
all things, and you do not need anyone to
ask you questions. Because of this, we be-
lieve that you have come from God.” 31 Je-
sus answered them, ”Do you believe now?
32 See, the hour is coming, yes, and has
indeed come, when you will be scattered,
everyone to his own home, and you will
leave me alone. Yet I am not alone be-
cause the Father is with me. 33 I have spo-
ken these things to you so that you will
have peace in me. In the world you have
troubles, but have courage: I have con-
quered the world.”

Chapter 17
1 After Jesus said these things, he lifted
up his eyes to the heavens and said, ”Fa-
ther, the hour has come, glorify your Son
so that the Son will glorify you— 2 just as

you gave him authority over all flesh so
that hewould give eternal life to everyone
whom you have given him. 3 This is eter-
nal life: that they know you, the only true
God, and himwhom you sent, Jesus Christ.
4 I glorified you on the earth. I have fin-
ished the work that you have given me to
do. 5 Now, Father, glorify me along with
yourself with the glory that I hadwith you
before the world was made. 6 I revealed
your name to the people whom you gave
me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. 7 Now they know that every-
thing that you have given me comes from
you, 8 for I have given them all the words
that you gaveme. They received themand
truly knew that I came from you, and they
believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for
them. I do not pray for the world but for
those whom you have given me, for they
are yours. 10 Everything that is mine is
yours, and yours is mine, and I am glo-
rified in them. 11 I am no longer in the
world, but these people are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name that you have given
me so that they will be one, just as we
are one. 12 While I was with them, I
kept them in your name, which you have
givenme. I protected them, and not one of
them was destroyed, except for the son of
destruction, so that the scriptures would
be fulfilled. 13 Now I am coming to you,
but I am saying these things in the world
so that they will have my joy fulfilled in
themselves. 14 I have given them your
word, and the world has hated them be-
cause they are not of the world, just as I
am not of the world. 15 I do not ask for
you to take themaway from theworld, but
for you to keep them from the evil one.
16 They are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world. 17 Set them apart by the
truth. Your word is truth. 18 Just as you
sentme into theworld, so I have sent them
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into the world. 19 For their sakes I have
set myself apart, so that they themselves
may also be set apart in truth. 20 I pray
not only for these, but also for those who
will believe in me through their word 21

so that they will all be one, just as you, Fa-
ther, are inme, and I am in you. I pray that
they will also be in us so that the world
will believe that you have sent me. 22

The glory that you gave me, I have given
to them, so that theywill be one, just aswe
are one: 23 I in them, and you in me—that
they may be brought to complete unity, so
that the world will know that you sent me,
and that you have loved them just as you
loved me. 24 Father, I want those you
have given me to be with me where I am,
and to see my glory, the glory you gave
me because you loved me before the cre-
ation of the world. 25 Righteous Father,
the world did not know you, but I know
you; and these know that you sent me. 26

I made your name known to them, and I
will make it known so that the love with
which you have loved me will be in them,
and I will be in them.”

Chapter 18
1 After Jesus spoke these words, he went
out with his disciples to the other side of
the Kidron Valley, where there was a gar-
den into which he and his disciples en-
tered. 2 Now Judas, who was going to
betray him, also knew the place, for Je-
sus often went there with his disciples. 3

Then Judas, leading a group of soldiers
and some officers from the chief priests
and Pharisees, went there with lanterns,
torches, and weapons. 4 Then Jesus,
who knew all the things that were hap-
pening to him, went forward and asked
them, “Who are you looking for?” 5 They
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus
said to them, “I am.” Judas, who betrayed

him, was also standing with the soldiers.
6 So when he said to them, “I am,” they
went backward and fell to the ground. 7

Then again he asked them, “Who are you
looking for?” Again they said, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you
that I am. So if you are looking for me, let
these go.” 9 This was in order to fulfil the
word that he said: “Of those whom you
have given me, I lost no one.” 10 Then
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it
and struck the servant of the high priest
and cut off his right ear. Now the name of
the servant was Malchus. 11 Jesus said to
Peter, “Put the sword back into its sheath.
Should I not drink the cup that the Father
has given me?”
12 So the group of soldiers and the cap-
tain, and the officers of the Jews, seized Je-
sus and tied him up. 13 They led him first
to Annas, for he was father-in-law of Ca-
iaphas, who was high priest that year. 14

Now Caiaphas was the one who had given
the advice to the Jews that it would be bet-
ter that one man die for the people.
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did
another disciple. Now that disciple was
known to the high priest, and he entered
with Jesus into the courtyard of the high
priest; 16 but Peter was standing at the
door outside. So the other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, went out
and spoke to the female doorkeeper and
he brought Peter in. 17 Then the fe-
male servant, the doorkeeper, said to Pe-
ter, “Are you not also one of the disciples
of this man?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now
the servants and the officers were stand-
ing there, and they had made a charcoal
fire, for it was cold, and they were warm-
ing themselves. Peter was also with them,
standing there and warming himself.
19 The high priest then asked Jesus about
his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus
answered him, ”I have spoken openly to
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the world. I was always teaching in syn-
agogues and in the temple where all the
Jews come together. I said nothing in se-
cret. 21 Why did you ask me? Ask those
who have heard me about what I said.
Look, these people know what I said.” 22

When Jesus had said this, one of the offi-
cers standing there struck Jesus and said,
“Is that how you answer the high priest?”
23 Jesus answered him, “If I spokewrongly,
testify about the wrong, but if rightly, why
do you hit me?” 24 Then Annas sent him
tied up to Caiaphas the high priest.
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and
warming himself. The people then said
to him, “Are you not also one of his disci-
ples?” He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the servants of the high priest,
who was a relative of the man whose ear
Peter had cut off, said, “Did I not see you
in the garden with him?” 27 Peter then de-
nied again, and immediately the rooster
crowed.
28 Then they led Jesus fromCaiaphas to the
government headquarters. It was early
in the morning, and they did not enter
the government headquarters so that they
would not be defiled but would eat the
Passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them
and said, “What accusation are you bring-
ing against this man?” 30 They answered
and said to him, “If this man was not an
evildoer, we would not have given him
over to you.” 31 Pilate therefore said
to them, “Take him yourselves, and judge
him according to your law.” The Jews said
to him, “It is not lawful for us to put any
man to death.” 32 They said this so that
the word of Jesus would be fulfilled which
he had spoken to indicate by what kind of
death he would die.
33 Then Pilate entered the government
headquarters again and called Jesus and
he said to him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you speak

from yourself, or did others speak to you
aboutme?” 35 Pilate answered, “I amnot a
Jew, am I? Your own people and the chief
priests gave you over to me. What did
you do?” 36 Jesus answered, “My king-
dom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were part of this world, then my servants
would fight so that I would not be given
over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is
not from here.” 37 Pilate then said to him,
“Are you a king then?” Jesus answered,
“You say that I am a king. For this pur-
pose I have been born, and for this pur-
pose I have come into the world, so that
I would bear witness to the truth. Every-
one who belongs to the truth listens to my
voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is
truth?” When he had said this, he went
out again to the Jews and said to them, ”I
find no guilt in this man. 39 But you have
the custom that I release one person to
you at the Passover. So do you want me
to release the King of the Jews to you?” 40

Then they cried out again and said, “Not
this man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas
was a robber.

Chapter 19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and whipped
him. 2 The soldiers weaved a crown of
thorns. They put it on the head of Jesus
and dressed him with a purple garment.
3 They came to him and said, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” and they struck him. 4

Then Pilate went outside again and said
to them, “See, I am bringing him outside
to you so that you will know that I find no
guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wear-
ing the crown of thorns and the purple
garment. Pilate said to them, “Look, here
is the man!” 6 When therefore the chief
priests and the officers saw Jesus, they
cried out and said, “Crucify him, crucify
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him your-
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selves and crucify him, for I find no guilt
in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We
have a law, and according to that law he
has to die because he claimed to be the
Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this
statement, he was evenmore afraid, 9 and
he entered the government headquarters
again and said to Jesus, “Where do you
come from?” But Jesus gave him no an-
swer. 10 Then Pilate said to him, “Are you
not speaking tome? Do you not know that
I have power to release you, and power to
crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You
do not have any power overme except for
what has been given to you from above.
Therefore, he who gave me over to you
has a greater sin.” 12 At this answer, Pi-
late tried to release him, but the Jews cried
out, saying, “If you release this man, you
are not a friend of Caesar. Everyone who
makes himself a king speaks against Cae-
sar.” 13 When Pilate heard these words,
he brought Jesus out and sat down in the
judgment seat in a place called “The Pave-
ment,” but in Hebrew, “Gabbatha.” 14

Now it was the day of preparation for the
Passover, at about the sixth hour. Pilate
said to the Jews, “See, here is your king!”
15 They cried out, “Away with him, away
with him; crucify him!” Pilate said to
them, “Should I crucify your King?” The
chief priests answered, “We have no king
but Caesar.” 16 Then Pilate gave Jesus over
to them to be crucified.

17 Then they took Jesus, and he went out,
carrying the cross for himself, to the place
called “The Place of a Skull,” which in He-
brew is called “Golgotha.” 18 They cruci-
fied Jesus there, and with him two other
men, one on each side, with Jesus in the
middle. 19 Pilate also wrote a sign and
put it on the cross. There it was written:
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign
because the place where Jesus was cruci-
fied was near the city. The sign was writ-

ten in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21

Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pi-
late, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’
but rather, ‘This one said, “I amKing of the
Jews.” ’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have
written I have written.”
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they
took his clothes, divided them into four
shares, one for each of them; and also the
tunic. Now the tunic was seamless, wo-
ven in one piece from the top. 24 Then
they said to each other, “Let us not tear
it, but instead let us cast lots for it to de-
cide whose it will be.” This happened so
that the scripturewould be fulfilledwhich
said,

”They divided my garments among
themselves

and cast lots for my clothing.”

This is what the soldiers did. 25

Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were
his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26

When Jesus saw his mother and the dis-
ciple whom he loved standing nearby, he
said to his mother, “Woman, see, your
son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “See,
yourmother!” From that hour the disciple
took her to his own home.
28 After this, knowing that everything
was now completed and so that the Scrip-
tures would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am
thirsty.” 29 A container full of sour wine
was placed there, so they put a sponge
full of the sour wine on a hyssop staff and
lifted it up to his mouth. 30 When Jesus
had taken the sour wine, he said, “It is fin-
ished.” He bowed his head and gave up
his spirit.
31 Then the Jews, because it was the day of
preparation, and so that the bodies would
not remain on the cross during the Sab-
bath (for that Sabbath was especially im-
portant), asked Pilate to break their legs
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and to remove them. 32 Then the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the first man
and of the second man who had been cru-
cified with Jesus. 33 When they came to
Jesus, they saw that he was already dead,
so they did not break his legs. 34 How-
ever, one of the soldiers pierced his side
with a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out. 35 The one who saw this
has testified, and his testimony is true. He
knows thatwhat he said is true so that you
would also believe. 36 For these things
happened in order to fulfil scripture, “Not
one of his bones will be broken.” 37 Again,
another scripture says, “They will look at
him whom they pierced.”
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea,
since he was a disciple of Jesus (but se-
cretly for fear of the Jews), asked Pilate
if he could take away the body of Jesus.
Pilate gave him permission. So Joseph
came and took away his body. 39 Nicode-
mus also came, he who at first had come
to Jesus by night. He brought a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, about one hundred
litras in weight. 40 So they took the body
of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths
with the spices, as was the custom of the
Jews to bury bodies. 41 Now in the place
where he was crucified there was a gar-
den; and in the garden was a new tomb in
which no person had yet been buried. 42

Because it was the day of preparation for
the Jews and because the tomb was close
by, they laid Jesus in it.

Chapter 20
1 Now early on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and she saw the stone
rolled away from the tomb. 2 So she ran
and came to Simon Peter and to the other
disciple whom Jesus loved, and she said to

them, “They took away the Lord out from
the tomb, andwe do not knowwhere they
have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the
other disciple went out, and they went to
the tomb. 4 They both ran together, and
the other disciple quickly ran ahead of Pe-
ter and arrived at the tomb first. 5 And
stooping down he saw the linen cloths ly-
ing there, but he did not go inside. 6

Simon Peter then arrived after him and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there 7 and the cloth that had
been on his head. It was not lyingwith the
linen cloths but was folded up in a place
by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, the one
who first arrived at the tomb, also went in,
and he saw and believed. 9 For until that
time they still did not know the scripture
that he should rise from the dead ones. 10
So the disciples went back home again.

11 ButMarywas standing outside the tomb
weeping. As she wept, she stooped down
into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in
white sitting, one at the head, and one at
the foot of where the body of Jesus had
lain. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are
youweeping?” She said to them, “Because
they took away my Lord, and I do not
knowwhere they have put him.” 14When
she said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for?” She thought that
he was the gardener, so she said to him,
“Sir, if you have taken him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will take
him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned, and said to him in Aramaic,
“Rabboni” (which means “Teacher”). 17 Je-
sus said to her, “Do not touch me, for I
have not yet gone up to the Father, but go
to my brothers and say to them that I will
go up to my Father and your Father, and
my God and your God.” 18 Mary Magda-
lene came and told the disciples, “I have

132



John

seen the Lord,” and that he had said these
things to her.
19 When it was evening, on that day, the
first day of the week, and the doors of
where the disciples were, were closed for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
in the middle of them and said to them,
“Peace to you.” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples rejoicedwhen they saw the Lord.
21 Jesus then said to them again, “Peace to
you. As the Father has sent me, so I am
sending you.” 22 When Jesus had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them,
”Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whoever’s sins
you forgive, they are forgiven; whoever’s
sins you keep back, they are kept back.”
24 Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didy-
mus, was not with themwhen Jesus came.
25 The other disciples later said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” He said to them,
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and put my finger into the mark of
the nails, and put my hand into his side, I
will not believe.”
26 After eight days his disciples were in-
side again, and Thomas was with them.
Jesus came while the doors were closed,
and stood among them, and said, “Peace
to you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Reach
here with your finger and see my hands.
Reach here with your hand and put it into
my side. Do not be unbelieving, but be-
lieve.” 28 Thomas answered and said
to him, “My Lord and my God.” 29 Jesus
said to him, “Because you have seen me,
you have believed. Blessed are those who
have not seen, and believed.”
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, signs that have
not been written in this book, 31 but these
have been written so that you would be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and so that believing, you would
have life in his name.

Chapter 21

1 After these things Jesus showed himself
again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.
This is how he showed himself: 2 Simon
Peter was together with Thomas called
Didymus, Nathaniel from Cana in Galilee,
the sons of Zebedee, and two other disci-
ples of Jesus. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We,
too, will come with you.” They went and
got into a boat, but they caught nothing
during the whole night. 4 Now, when it
was already early in the morning, Jesus
stood on the beach, but the disciples did
not know it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to
them, “Young men, do you have anything
to eat?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He
said to them, “Throw your net on the right
side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they threw their net and were not able
to draw it in because of the large number
of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he
tied up his outer garment (for he was un-
dressed), and threw himself into the sea.
8 The other disciples came in the boat (for
theywere not far from the land, about two
hundred cubits off), and theywerepulling
the net full of fish. 9 When they got out
upon the land, they saw a charcoal fire
there and fish laid on it, with bread. 10

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught.” 11 Simon Pe-
ter then went up and drew the net to land,
full of large fish; 153. There were somany,
but the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said
to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” None
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus
came, took the bread, and gave it to them,
and thefish also. 14 Thiswas the third time
that Jesus showed himself to the disciples
after he had risen from the dead ones.
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15 After they ate breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?” Peter said to
him, “Yes Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16

He said to him again a second time, “Si-
mon son of John, do you love me?” Pe-
ter said to him, “Yes Lord, you know that
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Take care
of my sheep.” 17 He said to him a third
time, “Simon son of John, do you loveme?”
Peter was sad because Jesus had said to
him a third time, “Do you love me?” He
said to him, “Lord, you know all things,
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, ”Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say
to you, when you were young, you used
to clothe yourself and walk wherever you
wanted, but when you become old, you
will stretch out your hands, and someone
else will clothe you and carry you where
youwill not want to go.” 19 Now Jesus said
this in order to indicate with what kind of
death Peter would glorify God. After he
had said this, he said to Peter, “Followme.”
20 Peter turned around and saw the disci-
ple whom Jesus loved following them, the
one who had also leaned back against the
side of Jesus at the dinner and who had
said, “Lord, who is the onewhowill betray
you?” 21 Peter saw him and then said to Je-
sus, “Lord, what will this man do?” 22 Je-
sus said to him, “If I want him to stay until
I come, what is that to you? Followme.” 23

So this statement spread among the broth-
ers, that that disciple would not die. Yet Je-
sus did not say to Peter that the other dis-
ciple would not die, but, “If I want him to
stay until I come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about
these things, and who wrote these things,
and we know that his testimony is true. 25
There are also many other things that Je-
sus did. If each one were written down,

I suppose that even the world itself could
not contain the books that would be writ-
ten.
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Chapter 1
1 The former book I wrote, Theophilus,
told all that Jesus began to do and to teach,
2 until the day that he was received up.
This was after he had given a command
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he
had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he pre-
sented himself alive to them with many
convincing proofs. For forty days he ap-
peared to them, and he spoke about the
kingdom of God. 4 When he was meet-
ing together with them, he commanded
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, aboutwhich,
he said, ”You heard fromme 5 that John in-
deed baptizedwithwater, but you shall be
baptized in the Holy Spirit in a few days.”
6 When they were assembled together
they asked him, “Lord, is this the time you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
said to them, ”It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons which the Father
has determined by his own authority. 8

But youwill receive power, when theHoly
Spirit comes upon you, and you will be
my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” 9 When the Lord Jesus had said
these things, as they were looking up, he
was raised up, and a cloud hid him from
their eyes. 10 While they were looking in-
tensely to heaven as he went, suddenly,
two men stood by them in white clothing.
11 They said, “You men of Galilee, why do
you stand here looking into heaven? This
Jesus who ascended up into heaven will
return in the same manner as you saw
him going into heaven.”
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the Mount of Olives, which is near to
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13

When they arrived, they went up into the
upper chamber, where they were staying.
They were Peter, John, James, Andrew,
Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot,
and Judas son of James. 14 They were all
united as one, as they diligently contin-
ued in prayer. Included were the women,
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his broth-
ers.
15 In those days Peter stood up in themidst
of the brothers, about 120 people, and
said, 16 ”Brothers, it was necessary that
the scripture should be fulfilled, that the
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of
David concerning Judas, who guided the
ones who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was
one of us and receivedhis share of the ben-
efits of this ministry.” 18 (Now this man
bought a field with the earnings he re-
ceived for his wickedness, and there he
fell headfirst, and his body burst open,
and all his intestines poured out. 19 All
those living in Jerusalem heard about this,
so they called that field in their language
“Akeldama,” that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20

”For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

’Let his field be made desolate,

and do not let even one person live
there’;

‘Let someone else take his position of
leadership.’
21 It is necessary, therefore, that one of the
men who accompanied us all the time the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22
beginning from the baptism of John to the
day that he was taken up from us, must be
a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23

They put forward two men, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also named Justus,
and Matthias. 24 They prayed and said,
”You, Lord, know the hearts of all peo-
ple, so reveal which of these two is the
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one whom you have chosen 25 to take
the place in this ministry and apostleship
fromwhich Judas transgressed to go to his
own place.” 26 They cast lots for them; and
the lot fell to Matthias and he was num-
bered with the eleven apostles.

Chapter 2
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they
were all together in the same place. 2 Sud-
denly there came from heaven a sound
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting.
3 There appeared to them tongues like fire
that were distributed, and they sat upon
each one of them. 4 They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other languages, as the Spirit gave
them to speak.
5 Now there were Jews who were living
in Jerusalem, godly men, from every na-
tionunder heaven. 6When this soundwas
heard, the multitude came together and
was confused because everyone heard
them speaking in his own language. 7

They were amazed and marvelled; they
said, ”Really, are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 Why is it that we
are hearing them, each in our own lan-
guage in which we were born? 9 Parthi-
ans and Medes and Elamites, and those
who live in Mesopotamia, in Judea and
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, 10 in Phry-
gia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts
of Libya about Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, 11 Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabians, we hear them telling in our lan-
guages about the mighty works of God.”
12 They were all amazed and perplexed;
they said to one another, “What does this
mean?” 13 But others mocked and said,
“They are full of new wine.”
14 But Peter stood with the eleven, raised

his voice, and said to them, ”Men of Judea
and all of you who live at Jerusalem, let
this be known to you; pay attention to my
words. 15 For these people are not drunk
as you assume, for it is only the third hour
of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel:

17 ‘It will be in the last days,’ God says,

’I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and your daughters will
prophesy,

your young men will see visions,

and your old men will dream dreams.
18 Also on my servants and my female

servants in those days

I will pour out my Spirit, and they will
prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the sky above

and signs on the earth below,

blood, fire, and vapor of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood,

before the great and remarkable day of
the Lord comes.

21 It will be that everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.’
22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Je-
sus of Nazareth, a man authenticated by
God to you by mighty deeds and wonders
and signs which God did through him in
your midst, as you yourselves know— 23

because of the determined plan and fore-
knowledge of God, he was delivered up,
and you, by the hand of lawless men, cru-
cified and killed him; 24 whom God raised
up, having loosed the pains of death from
him, because it was not possible that he
should be held by it. 25 For David says
about him,

’I saw the Lord always before my face,
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for he is beside my right hand so that I
should not be moved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad and my
tongue rejoiced.

Also, my flesh will live in confidence.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to

Hades,

neither will you allow your Holy One to
see decay.

28 You revealed to me the ways of life;

you will make me full of gladness with
your face.’
29 Brothers, I can speak to you confidently
about the patriarch David: he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us
to this day. 30 Therefore, he was a prophet
and knew that God had sworn with an
oath to him, that he would set one of the
fruit of his body upon his throne. 31 He
foresaw this and spoke about the resurrec-
tion of the Christ,

‘He was neither abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh see decay.’
32 This Jesus—God raised himup, ofwhich
we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore having
been raised up to the right hand of God
and having received the promised Holy
Spirit from the Father, he has poured out
this, which you see and hear.
34 For David did not ascend to the heaven,
but he says,

’The Lord said to my Lord, ”Sit at my
right hand,

35 until I make your enemies the stool
for your feet.”’
36 Therefore, let all the house of Israel cer-
tainly know that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cru-
cified.”
37 Now when they heard this, they were
pierced in their hearts, and said to Pe-

ter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers,
what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to
them, ”Repent and be baptized, each of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For to
you is the promise and to your children
and to all that are far off, as many peo-
ple as the Lord our God will call.” 40 With
many other words he testified and urged
them; he said, “Save yourselves from this
wicked generation.” 41 Then they received
his word and were baptized, and there
were added in that day about three thou-
sand souls. 42 They continued in the apos-
tles’ teaching and fellowship, in the break-
ing of bread and in prayers.
43 Fear came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the
apostles. 44 All who believed were to-
gether and had all things in common, 45

and they sold their property and posses-
sions and distributed them to all, accord-
ing to the needs anyone had. 46 So day af-
ter day they continued with one purpose
in the temple, and they broke bread in
homes, and they shared food with joy and
humility of heart; 47 they praised God and
had favor with all the people. The Lord
added to them day by day those that were
being saved.

Chapter 3
1 Now Peter and John were going up into
the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour. 2 A certain man, lame from birth,
was carried every day and was laid at the
door of the temple called Beautiful, so he
could beg for alms from the people who
went into the temple. 3Whenhe sawPeter
and John about to go into the temple, he
asked for alms. 4 Peter, fastening his eyes
upon him, with John, said, “Look at us.” 5
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The lame man looked at them, expecting
to receive something from them. 6 But Pe-
ter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but
what I do have, I will give to you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”
7 Peter took him by the right hand, and
raised him up: and immediately his feet
and his ankle bones received strength. 8

Leaping up, the lame man stood and be-
gan to walk; and he entered with Peter
and John into the temple, walking, leap-
ing, and praising God. 9 All the peo-
ple saw him walking and praising God. 10
They noticed that it was the man who had
been sitting to receive alms at the Beauti-
ful Gate of the temple; and theywerefilled
with wonder and amazement because of
what had happened to him.

11 As he was holding on to Peter and John,
all the people ran together to them in
the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly
marveling. 12 When Peter saw this, he
answered the people, ”You men of Israel,
why do you marvel? Why do you fix your
eyes on us, as if we had made him to walk
by our own power or godliness? 13 The
God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Ja-
cob, the God of our fathers, has glorified
his servant Jesus. He is the one whom you
delivered up and rejected before the face
of Pilate, when he had decided to release
him. 14 You rejected the Holy and Righ-
teous One, and you asked instead for a
murderer to be released to you. 15 You
killed the Prince of life, whom God raised
from the dead—and we are witnesses of
this. 16 Now, by faith in his name—this
man whom you see and know—this same
name made him strong. The faith that is
through Jesus gave to him this complete
health in the presence of all of you. 17

Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ig-
norance, as did also your rulers. 18 But the
thingswhich God foretold by themouth of
all the prophets, that his Christ should suf-
fer, he has now fulfilled. 19 Repent, there-

fore, and turn, so that your sins may be
blotted out, so that there may come peri-
ods of refreshing from the presence of the
Lord; 20 and that he may send the Christ
who has been appointed for you, Jesus. 21

He is the One heaven must receive until
the time of the restoration of all things,
about which God spoke long ago by the
mouth of his holy prophets. 22 Moses in-
deed said, ’The Lord God will raise up a
prophet like me from among your broth-
ers. You shall listen to everything that
he will speak to you. 23 It will happen
that every person who does not listen to
that prophet will be completely destroyed
from among the people.’ 24 Yes, and all
the prophets from Samuel and those who
came after him, they spoke out and an-
nounced these days. 25 You are the sons
of the prophets and of the covenant that
God made with your ancestors, as he said
toAbraham, ‘In your seed shall all the fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed.’ 26 After God
raised up his servant, he sent him to you
first, in order to bless you by turning ev-
ery one of you from your wickedness.”

Chapter 4
1 As Peter and John were speaking to
the people, the priests and the captain of
the temple and the Sadducees came upon
them. 2 They were deeply troubled be-
cause Peter and John were teaching the
people and proclaiming in Jesus the res-
urrection from the dead ones. 3 They ar-
rested them and put them in jail until the
next morning, since it was now evening.
4 But many of the people who had heard
the message believed; and the number of
themenwhobelievedwas about five thou-
sand.
5 It came about on the next day, that
their rulers, elders and scribes gathered
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together in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high
priest was there, and Caiaphas, and John,
andAlexander, and allwhowere relatives
of the high priest. 7 When they had set
Peter and John in their midst, they asked
them, “By what power, or in what name,
have you done this?” 8 Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ”You
rulers of the people, and elders, 9 if we
this day are being questioned concerning
a good deed done to a sick man— by what
means was this man made well? 10 May
this be known to you all and to all the
people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead— it is by
him that this man stands here healthy be-
fore you. 11 Jesus Christ is the stonewhich
you as builders despised but which has
beenmade the head cornerstone. 12 There
is no salvation in any other person: for
there is no other name under heaven, that
is given amongmen, bywhichwemust be
saved.”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Pe-
ter and John, and realized that they were
ordinary, uneducated men, they were sur-
prised, becoming aware that Peter and
John had been with Jesus. 14 Because they
saw the man who was healed standing
with them, they had nothing to say against
this. 15 But after they had commanded
the apostles to leave the council meeting,
they talked among themselves. 16 They
said, ”What shall we do to these men?
For the fact that a remarkable miracle has
been done through them is known to ev-
eryone who lives in Jerusalem; we can-
not deny it. 17 But in order that it spreads
no further among the people, let us warn
them not to speak anymore to anyone in
this name.” 18 They called Peter and John
in and commanded them not to speak at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But
Peter and John answered and said to them,
”Whether it is right in the sight of God to

obey you rather than him, you judge. 20

For we cannot help speaking about the
things thatwe have seen andheard.” 21 Af-
ter further warning Peter and John, they
let them go. They were unable to find any
excuse to punish them, because all of the
people were praising God for what had
been done. 22 The man who had experi-
enced this miracle of healing was more
than forty years old.
23 After they were set free, Peter and John
came to their own people and reported all
that the chief priests and the elders had
said to them. 24 When they heard it, they
raised their voices together to God and
said, ”Lord, you who made the heavens
and the earth and the sea, and all that is in
them, 25 youwho by the Holy Spirit, by the
mouth of our father David your servant,
said,

’Why did the Gentile nations rage,

and the peoples imagineuseless things?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves

together,

and the rulers gathered together

against the Lord, and against his Christ.’
27 Indeed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
together with the Gentiles and the peo-
ple of Israel, gathered together in this city
against your holy servant Jesus, whom
you anointed. 28 They gathered together
to do all that your hand and your desire
decided in advance would happen. 29

Now, Lord, look upon their warnings and
grant to your servants to speak your word
with all boldness. 30 So that while you
stretch out your hand to heal, signs and
wonders may happen through the name
of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 When they
finished praying, the place where they
were gathered together was shaken, and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke the word of Godwith bold-
ness.
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32 The great number of thosewhobelieved
were of one heart and soul: and not one
of them said that anything he possessed
was really his own; instead, they had all
things in common. 33 With great power
the apostles were proclaiming their testi-
mony about the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
34 There was no person among them who
lacked anything, for all who owned title to
lands or houses sold themandbrought the
money of the things that were sold 35 and
laid it at the apostles’ feet. And distribu-
tion wasmade to each believer, according
as any one had need.
36 Joseph, a Levite, a man from Cyprus,
was given the name Barnabas by the apos-
tles (that is, being interpreted, son of en-
couragement). 37 Having a field, he sold it
and brought the money and laid it at the
apostles’ feet.

Chapter 5
1 Now a certainman namedAnanias, with
Sapphira his wife, sold a piece of property,
2 and he kept back part of the sale money
(his wife also knew it), and brought the
other part of it and laid it at the apostles’
feet. 3 But Peter said, ”Ananias, why
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the
price of the land? 4 While it remained un-
sold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, was it not in your con-
trol? How is it that you thought of this
thing in your heart? You have not lied to
men, but to God.” 5 Hearing these words,
Ananias fell down and breathed his last.
And great fear came upon all who heard
it. 6 The young men came forward and
wrappedhimup, and they carried himout
and buried him.
7 After about three hours, his wife came

in, not knowing what had happened. 8

Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you
sold the land for so much.” She said, “Yes,
for so much.” 9 Then Peter said to her,
“How is it that you have agreed together to
test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet
of those who have buried your husband
are at the door, and they will carry you
out.” 10 She instantly fell down at his feet,
and breathed her last, and the youngmen
came in and found her dead; they carried
her out and buried her by her husband. 11
Great fear came upon the whole church,
and upon all who heard these things.

12 Many signs and wonders were tak-
ing place among the people through the
hands of the apostles. They were all to-
gether in Solomon’s porch. 13 But no one
else had the courage to join them; how-
ever, they were held in high esteem by
the people. 14 Still more believers were
being added to the Lord, multitudes of
men and women, 15 so that they even
carried the sick into the streets and laid
themonbeds and couches, so that as Peter
came by, his shadowmight fall on some of
them. 16 There also came together a great
number of people from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those af-
flictedwith unclean spirits, and theywere
all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and all those
who were with him (which is the sect of
the Sadducees); and they were filled with
jealousy 18 and laid hands on the apos-
tles, and put them in the public jail. 19

Yet during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the doors of the jail and led them
out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple
and speak to the people all the words of
this Life.” 21 When they heard this, they
entered into the temple about daybreak
and taught. But the high priest came, and
those who were with him, and called the
council together, all the elders of the peo-
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ple of Israel, and sent to the jail to have the
apostles brought. 22 But the officers that
went did not find them in the prison, and
they returned and reported, 23 “We found
the jail securely shut and the guards stand-
ing at the door, but when we had opened
it, we found no one inside.” 24 Now
when the captain of the temple and the
chief priests heard thesewords, theywere
much perplexed concerning them as to
what would come of it. 25 Then someone
came and told them, “The men whom you
put in the jail are standing in the temple
and teaching the people.” 26 So the cap-
tain went with the officers, and brought
them back, but without violence, for they
feared that the people might stone them.
27 When they had brought them, they set
them before the council. The high priest
interrogated them, 28 saying, “We strictly
charged you not to teach in this name, and
yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and desire to bring this man’s
blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apos-
tles answered, ”We must obey God rather
thanmen. 30 The God of our fathers raised
up Jesus, whomyou killed by hanging him
on a tree. 31 God exalted him to his right
hand to be a prince and a savior, to give re-
pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
32 We are witnesses of these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him.”

33 When the council members heard this,
they were furious and wanted to kill
the apostles. 34 But a Pharisee named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was
honored by all the people, stood up and
commanded the apostles to be taken out-
side for a little while. 35 Then he said to
them, ”Men of Israel, pay close attention
to what you propose to do with these peo-
ple. 36 For some time ago, Theudas rose
up claiming to be somebody, and a num-
ber of men, about four hundred, joined
him. He was killed, and all who had been

obeying him were scattered and came to
nothing. 37 After thisman, Judas of Galilee
rose up in the days of the census and drew
away some people after him. He also per-
ished, and all who had been obeying him
were scattered. 38 Now I say to you,
keep away from these men and let them
alone, for if this plan or work is of men, it
will be overthrown. 39 But if it is of God,
you will not be able to overthrow them;
you may even find that you are fighting
against God.” So they were persuaded. 40

Then they called the apostles in and beat
them and commanded them not to speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41

They left the council rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for the Name. 42 Thereafter every day, in
the temple and from house to house, they
were continuously teaching and preach-
ing Jesus as the Christ.

Chapter 6
1 Now in these days, when the number
of the disciples was multiplying, a com-
plaint by the Grecian Jews began against
the Hebrews, because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily distribution
of food. 2 The twelve called the mul-
titude of the disciples to them and said,
”It is not right for us to give up the word
of God in order to serve tables. 3 You
should therefore choose, brothers, seven
men from among yourselves, men of good
reputation, full of the Spirit and of wis-
dom, whom we may appoint over this
business. 4 As for us, we will always con-
tinue in prayer and in the ministry of the
word.” 5 Their speech pleased the whole
multitude. So they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parme-
nas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte from Anti-
och. 6 The believers brought these men
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before the apostles, who prayed and then
placed their hands upon them.
7 So the word of God increased; and
the number of the disciples multiplied in
Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great num-
ber of the priests became obedient to the
faith.
8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power,
was doing greatwonders and signs among
the people. 9 But there arose some people
who belonged to the synagogue called the
synagogue of the Freedmen, of the Cyreni-
ans and Alexandrians, and some fromCili-
cia and Asia. These people were debating
with Stephen. 10 But they were not able
to stand against the wisdom and the Spirit
with which Stephen spoke. 11 Then they
secretly persuaded some men to say, “We
have heard Stephen speak blasphemous
words against Moses and against God.” 12

They incited the people, the elders, and
the scribes, and they confronted Stephen,
seized him, and brought him to the coun-
cil. 13 They brought false witnesses, who
said, ”This man does not stop speaking
words against this holy place and the law.
14 For we have heard him say that this Je-
sus of Nazarethwill destroy this place and
change the customs that Moses handed
down to us.” 15 Everyone who sat in the
council fixed their eyes on him and saw
his face was like the face of an angel.

Chapter 7
1 The high priest said, “Are these things
true?” 2 Stephen said,

”Brothers and fathers, listen to me: The
God of glory appeared to our father Abra-
ham when he was in Mesopotamia, be-
fore he lived in Haran; 3 he said to him,
‘Leave your land and your relatives, and
go into the land that I will show you.’ 4

Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and

lived in Haran; from there, after his fa-
ther died, God brought him into this land,
where you live now. 5 He gave none of
it as an inheritance to him, no, not even
enough to set a foot on. But he promised—
even though Abraham had no child yet—
that he would give the land as a posses-
sion to him and to his descendants after
him. 6 God was speaking to him like
this, that his descendants would live for a
while in a foreign land, and that the inhab-
itants there would bring them into slav-
ery and treat thembadly for four hundred
years. 7 ‘And I will judge the nation to
which they will be slaves,’ said God, ‘and
after that they will come out and worship
me in this place.’ 8 And he gave Abraham
the covenant of circumcision, so Abraham
became the father of Isaac and circum-
cised him on the eighth day; Isaac became
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father
of the twelve patriarchs. 9 The patri-
archs were motivated by jealousy against
Joseph and sold him into Egypt, and God
was with him, 10 and rescued him from
all his sufferings, and gave him favor and
wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt. Pharaoh then made him gover-
nor over Egypt and over all his household.
11 Now there came a famine over all Egypt
and Canaan, and great suffering and our
fathers found no food. 12 But when Jacob
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he
sent our forefathers the first time. 13 At
the second time Joseph showed himself to
his brothers; and Joseph’s family became
known to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph sent his
brothers back to tell Jacob his father to
come to Egypt, along with all his relatives,
seventy-five persons in all. 15 So Jacob
went down into Egypt; then he died, him-
self and our forefathers. 16 They were car-
ried over to Shechem and laid in the tomb
that Abrahamhad bought for a price in sil-
ver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17 As the time of the promise approached,
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the promise that God had made to Abra-
ham, the people grew and multiplied in
Egypt, 18 until there arose another king
over Egypt, a king who did not know
about Joseph. 19 This same king deceived
our people and treated our forefathers so
badly, they had to expose their infants to
danger, hoping they would survive. 20

At that time Moses was born; he was very
beautiful before God and was nourished
for three months in his father’s house. 21

When he was placed outside, Pharaoh’s
daughter adopted him and raised him as
her own son. 22 Moses was educated in
all the learning of the Egyptians; and he
was mighty in his words and works. 23

But when he was about forty years old,
it came into his heart to visit his broth-
ers, the children of Israel. 24 Seeing an Is-
raelite being mistreated, Moses defended
him and avenged himwhowas oppressed
by striking the Egyptian: 25 he thought
that his brothers would understand that
God by his hand was rescuing them, but
they did not understand. 26 On the next
day he came to some Israelites as they
were quarreling; he tried to put them at
peace with each other; he said, ‘Men, you
are brothers; why are you hurting one an-
other?’ 27 But the one who had wronged
his neighbor pushed him away, and said,
’Who made you a ruler and a judge over
us? 28 Would you like to kill me, as you
killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 Moses
ran away after hearing this; he became a
foreigner in the land of Midian, where he
became the father of two sons. 30 When
forty years were past, an angel appeared
to him in thewilderness ofMount Sinai, in
a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses
saw the fire, he marveled at the sight; and
as he approached to look at it, there came
a voice of the Lord, saying, 32 ‘I am the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
and of Isaac, and of Jacob.’ Moses trem-
bled and did not dare to look. 33 The Lord

said to him, ’Take off your sandals, for the
place you are standing on is holy ground.
34 I have certainly seen the suffering of
my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their groaning, and I have come down to
rescue them; now come, I will send you to
Egypt.’ 35 This Moses whom they rejected,
when they said, ‘Who made you a ruler
and a judge?’—he was the one whom God
sent as both a ruler and deliverer. God
sent him by the hand of the angel who
appeared to Moses in the bush. 36 Moses
led them out of Egypt, after doing mira-
cles and signs in Egypt and at the Sea of
Reeds, and in the wilderness during forty
years. 37 It is the same Moses who said to
the people of Israel, ‘God will raise up a
prophet for you from among your broth-
ers, a prophet like me.’ 38 This is the man
who was in the assembly in the wilder-
ness with the angel who had spoken to
him on Mount Sinai. This is the man who
was with our forefathers; this is the man
who received living words to give to us.
39 This is the man whom our forefathers
refused to obey; they pushed him away
from themselves, and in their hearts they
turned back to Egypt. 40 At that time they
said to Aaron, ‘Make us godswhowill lead
us. As for this Moses, who led us out of the
land of Egypt, we do not know what has
happened to him.’ 41 So they made a calf
in those days andbrought a sacrifice to the
idol, and rejoiced because of the work of
their hands. 42 But God turned and gave
them up to worship the stars in the sky, as
it is written in the book of the prophets,

’Did you offer to me slain beasts and
sacrifices

for forty years in the wilderness, house
of Israel?

43 Youaccepted the tabernacle ofMolech

and the star of the god Rephan,

and the images that you made to wor-
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ship them:

and I will carry you away beyond Baby-
lon.’
44 Our forefathers had the tabernacle of
the testimony in the wilderness, just as
God commandedwhen he spoke toMoses,
that he shouldmake it like the pattern that
he had seen. 45 This is the tent that our
forefathers, in their turn, brought into the
land with Joshua. This happened when
they entered in on the possession of the
nations that God drove out before the
presence of our forefathers. It was like
this until the days of David, 46 who found
favor in the sight of God; he asked to find
a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47

But Solomon built God a house. 48 How-
ever, theMostHigh does not live in houses
made with hands; it is like the prophet
says,

49 ’Heaven is my throne,

and the earth the footstool for my feet.

What kind of house can you build me?
says the Lord:

or where is the place for my rest?
50 Did not my hand make all these

things?’
51 You people who are stiff-necked and
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you al-
ways resist the Holy Spirit; you act just as
your forefathers acted. 52 Which of the
prophets did your forefathers not perse-
cute? They killed the prophets who ap-
peared in advance of the coming of the
RighteousOne; and youhave nowbecome
the betrayers and murderers of him also,
53 you people who received the law that
angels had established, but you did not
keep it.”
54 Now when the council members heard
these things, they were cut to the heart,
and they ground their teeth at Stephen. 55
But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked

up intently into heaven and saw the glory
of God; and he saw Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. 56 Stephen said, “Look,
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God.”
57 But the council members shouted out
with a loud voice, and stopped their ears,
and rushed upon him together; 58 they
threw him out of the city and stoned him:
and the witnesses laid down their outer
clothes at the feet of a young man named
Saul. 59 As they were stoning Stephen,
he kept calling out to the Lord and saying,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He knelt
down and called out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he fell asleep.

Chapter 8
1 Saul was in agreement with his death.

So there began on that day a great per-
secution against the church that was in
Jerusalem; and the believers were all scat-
tered throughout the regions of Judea
and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 De-
vout men buried Stephen and made great
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul greatly
harmed the church; he went into house
after house and dragged out men and
women, and put them into prison.
4 Yet the believers who had been scat-
tered went about preaching the word. 5

Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6

Whenmultitudes of people heard and saw
the signs that Philip did, they paid atten-
tion together to what he said. 7 For from
many people who had them, unclean spir-
its came out while loudly crying out; and
many paralyzed and lame people were
healed. 8 And there was much joy in that
city.
9 But there was a certain man in the city
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named Simon, who had earlier been prac-
ticing sorcery; he used to astonish the peo-
ple of Samaria, while claiming that hewas
an important person. 10 All the Samari-
tans, from the least to the greatest, paid
attention to him; they said, “This man is
that power of God which is called Great.”
11 They listened to him, because he had as-
tonished them for a long timewith his sor-
ceries. 12 But when they believed what
Philip preached about the gospel concern-
ing the kingdomofGod and the nameof Je-
sus Christ, they were baptized, both men
and women. 13 And Simon also himself
believed: after he was baptized, he con-
tinued to be with Philip; when he saw
signs and mighty deeds being done, he
was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received theword
of God, they sent to them Peter and John.
15When they had comedown, they prayed
for them, that they might receive the
Holy Spirit. 16 For until that time, the
Holy Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized into
the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Pe-
ter and John placed their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now
when Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was
given through the laying on of the apos-
tles’ hands, he offered them money. 19 He
said, “Give me this power, too, that who-
ever I place my hands on might receive
the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him,
”May your silver perish along with you,
because you thought to obtain the gift of
God with money. 21 You have no part or
share in this matter, because your heart
is not right with God. 22 Therefore repent
of this wickedness of yours, and pray to
the Lord, so that hemight perhaps forgive
you for the intention of your heart. 23 For
I see that you are in the poison of bitter-
ness and in the bonds of sin.” 24 Simon an-
swered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me,

that none of the things which you have
spoken of may happen to me.”
25 When Peter and John had born witness
and spoken the word of the Lord, they re-
turned to Jerusalem; along the way, they
preached the gospel to many villages of
the Samaritans.
26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip and said, “Arise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This road is in a
desert.) 27 He arose and went. Behold,
there was a man from Ethiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace, queen
of the Ethiopians. He was in charge of all
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship. 28 He was returning and sit-
ting in his chariot, and was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29 The Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over and stay close to this chariot.” 30

So Philip ran to him, and heard him read-
ing Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you
understandwhat you are reading?” 31 The
Ethiopian said, “How can I, unless some-
one guidesme?” He begged Philip to come
up into the chariot and sit with him. 32

Now the passage of the scripture which
the Ethiopian was reading was this,

”He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;

and as a lamb before his shearer is
silent,

he does not open his mouth:
33 In his humiliation his judgment was

taken away:

Who will declare his generation?

for his life was taken from the earth.”
34 So the eunuch asked Philip, and said,
“I beg you, of whom is the prophet speak-
ing? Of himself, or of some other person?”
35 Philip began to speak; he started with
this scripture in Isaiah to preach about Je-
sus to him. 36 As they went on the road,
they came to some water; the eunuch
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said, “Look, there is water here; what pre-
vents me from being baptized?” 37a 38

So the Ethiopian commanded the chariot
to stop. They went down into the water,
both Philip and the eunuch, and Philip
baptized him. 39 When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
took Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
longer, and he went on his way rejoic-
ing. 40 But Philip appeared at Azotus. He
passed through that region and preached
the gospel to all the cities, until he came to
Caesarea.

8:37 aThe best ancient copies omit Acts
8:37, Philip said, “If you believe with all
your heart, you may be baptized.” The
Ethiopian answered, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.”

Chapter 9
1 But Saul, still speaking threats even of
murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for
letters for the synagogues in Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the
Way, whether men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he
was traveling, it happened that as he came
near to Damascus, suddenly there shone
all around him a light out of heaven; 4 and
he fell upon the ground and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” 5 Saul replied, “Who
are you, Lord?” The Lord said, ”I am Je-
sus whom you are persecuting; 6 but rise,
enter into the city, and it will be told you
what you must do.” 7 The men who trav-
eled with Saul stood speechless, hearing
the voice, but seeing no one. 8 Saul arose
from the ground, andwhen he opened his
eyes, he could see nothing; so they led him

by the hand and brought him into Damas-
cus. 9 For three days he was without sight,
and he neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus
named Ananias; and the Lord spoke to
him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said,
“See, I am here, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to
him, ”Arise, and go to the street which is
called Straight, and at the house of Judas
ask for aman fromTarsus named Saul; for
he is praying; 12 and he has seen in a vi-
sion aman named Ananias coming in and
laying his hands on him, in order that he
might receive his sight.” 13 But Ananias
answered, ”Lord, I have heard frommany
about this man, how much harm he has
done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14

He has authority from the chief priests to
arrest everyone here who calls upon your
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, ”Go,
for he is a chosen instrument of mine, to
carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel; 16 for I
will show him how much he must suffer
for the cause of my name.” 17 So Ananias
departed, and entered into the house. Lay-
ing his hands on him, he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on the road when you were coming, has
sent me so that you might receive your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 Immediately something like scales fell
from Saul’s eyes, and he received his sight;
he arose and was baptized; 19 and he ate
and was strengthened.

He stayed with the disciples in Damas-
cus for several days. 20 Right away
he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues,
saying that he is the Son of God. 21 All
who heard himwere amazed and said, “Is
not this the man who destroyed those in
Jerusalem who called on this name? And
he has come here in order to bring them
bound to the chief priests.” 22 But Saul
became more and more powerful, and he
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was causing distress among the Jews who
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is
the Christ.
23 After many days, the Jews planned to-
gether to kill him. 24 But their plan be-
came known to Saul. They watched the
gates day and night in order to kill him. 25
But his disciples took him by night and let
him down through the wall, lowering him
in a basket.
26 When he had come to Jerusalem, Saul
attempted to join the disciples, but they
were all afraid of him, not believing that
he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took
him and brought him to the apostles. And
he told them how Saul had seen the Lord
on the road and that the Lord had spoken
to him, and how at Damascus Saul had
boldly preached in the name of Jesus. 28

He met with them as they were coming
in and going out of Jerusalem. He spoke
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus 29

and debated with the Grecian Jews; but
they kept trying to kill him. 30 When the
brothers learned of this, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him away to
Tarsus.
31 So then, the church throughout all
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria hadpeace and
was built up; and, walking in the fear of
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, the church grew in numbers. 32

Now it came about that, as Peter went
throughout the whole region, he came
downalso to the believerswho lived in the
town of Lydda. 33 There he found a cer-
tain man named Aeneas, who had been in
his bed for eight years, for he was para-
lyzed. 34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus
Christ heals you. Get up and make your
bed.” And right away he got up. 35 So ev-
eryone who lived in Lydda and in Sharon
saw theman and they turned to the Lord.
36 Now there was in Joppa a certain dis-
ciple named Tabitha, which is translated

as “Dorcas.” This woman was full of good
works and merciful deeds that she did
for the poor. 37 It came about in those
days that she fell sick and died; when
they had washed her, they laid her in an
upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near
Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Pe-
ter was there, they sent two men to him,
begging him, “Come to us without delay.”
39 Peter arose and went with them. When
he had arrived, they brought him to the
upper room. And all the widows stood
by him weeping, showing him the coats
and garments that Dorcas hadmadewhile
she had been with them. 40 Peter put
them all out of the room, knelt down, and
prayed; then, turning to the body, he said,
“Tabitha, arise.” She opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 Peter
then gave her his hand and lifted her up;
and when he called the believers and the
widows, he presented her alive to them. 42
Thismatter became known throughout all
Joppa, and many people believed on the
Lord. 43 It happened that Peter stayed for
many days in Joppa with a man named Si-
mon, a tanner.

Chapter 10
1 Now there was a certain man in the city
of Caesarea, Cornelius by name, a centu-
rion of what was called the Italian cohort.
2 He was a devout man, one who wor-
shipedGodwith all his household; he gave
muchmoney to the Jewish people andwas
always praying to God. 3 About the ninth
hour of the day, he clearly saw in a vision
an angel of God coming to him. The an-
gel said to him, “Cornelius!” 4 Cornelius
stared at the angel and was very fright-
ened and said, “What is it, sir?” The an-
gel said to him, ”Your prayers and your
gifts to the poor have gone up as a memo-
rial offering into God’s presence. 5 Now
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send men to the city of Joppa to bring a
man named Simon who is called Peter. 6

He is staying with a tanner named Simon,
whose house is by the seaside.” 7 When
the angel who spoke to him had left, Cor-
nelius called two of his house servants,
and a soldier who worshiped God from
among the soldiers whowere also serving
him. 8 Cornelius told them all that had
happened and sent them to Joppa.

9 Now on the next day at about the sixth
hour, as they were on their journey and
were approaching the city, Peter went up
upon the housetop to pray. 10 He then
became hungry and wanted something to
eat, but while the people were cooking
some food, hewas given a vision, 11 andhe
saw the sky open and a certain container
descending, something like a large sheet
coming down to the earth, let down by its
four corners. 12 In it were all kinds of four-
footed animals and things that crawled on
the earth, and birds of the sky. 13 Then a
voice spoke to him: “Rise, Peter, kill and
eat.” 14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for
I have never eaten anything that was de-
filed and unclean.” 15 But the voice came
to him again a second time: “What God
has cleansed, do not call it defiled.” 16 This
happened three times; then the container
was immediately taken back up into the
sky.

17 Now while Peter was very confused
about what the vision that he had seen
could mean, behold, the men who were
sent by Cornelius stood before the gate, af-
ter they had asked their way to the house.
18 And they called out and asked whether
Simon, who was also called Peter, was
staying there. 19 While Peter was still
thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to
him, ”See, three men are looking for you.
a 20 Arise and go down and go with them.
Do not hesitate to go with them, because
I have sent them.” 21 So Peter went down

to the men and said, “I am he whom you
are seeking. Why have you come?” 22

They said, “A centurion named Cornelius,
a righteous man and one who worships
God, and iswell spoken of by all the nation
of the Jews, was told by a holy angel of God
to send for you to come to his house, so
he could listen to a message from you.” 23

So Peter invited them to come in and stay
with him.

On the next morning he got up and went
with them, and some of the brothers from
Joppa accompanied him. 24 On the fol-
lowing day they came to Caesarea. Cor-
neliuswaswaiting for them; he had called
together his relatives and his close friends.
25 It came about that when Peter entered,
Corneliusmet him and bowed down at his
feet to worship him. 26 But Peter helped
him up, saying, “Stand up! I too am a
man.” 27 While Peter was talking with
him, he went in and found many people
gathered together. 28 He said to them,
”You yourselves know that it is not lawful
for a Jewish man to associate with or to
visit someone from another nation. But
God has shown me that I should not call
anyman defiled or unclean. 29 That is why
I came without arguing, when I was sent
for. So I ask you why you sent for me.” 30

Cornelius said, ”Four days ago at this very
hour, I was praying at the ninth hour in
my house; and see, aman stood beforeme
in bright clothing. 31 He said, ’Cornelius,
your prayer has been heard by God, and
your gifts to the poor have reminded God
about you. 32 So send someone to Joppa,
and call to you a man named Simon who
is called Peter. He is staying in the house
of a tanner named Simon, by the seaside.’
b 33 So at once I sent for you. You are kind
to have come. Now then, we are all here
present in the sight of God, to hear every-
thing that you have been instructed by the
Lord to say.” c 34 Then Peter opened his
mouth and said,
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”Truly, I perceive that God does not take
anyone’s side. 35 Instead, in every na-
tion anyone who worships and does righ-
teous deeds is acceptable to him. 36 You
know the message that he sent to the peo-
ple of Israel, when he announced good
news about peace through Jesus Christ,
who is Lord of all— 37 you yourselves
know the events that took place, which
occurred throughout all Judea, beginning
in Galilee, after the baptism that John
announced; 38 the events concerning Je-
sus of Nazareth, how God anointed him
with the Holy Spirit and with power. He
went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. 39 We are witnesses of
all things that he did both in the country
of the Jews and in Jerusalem—this Jesus
whom they killed, hanging him on a tree.
40 Thisman God raised up on the third day
and gave him to be made known, 41 not
to all the people, but to the witnesses who
were chosen beforehand by God—we our-
selves, who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead ones. 42 He com-
manded us to preach to the people and to
testify that this is the one who has been
chosen by God to be the Judge of the liv-
ing and the dead. 43 It is to him that all
the prophets bear witness, so that every-
one who believes in him shall receive for-
giveness of sins through his name.”

44While Peterwas still saying these things,
the Holy Spirit fell on all of those who
were listening to his message. 45 The
people who belonged to the circumcision
group of believers—all of those who came
with Peter—were amazed, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out
also on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard
these Gentiles speak in other languages
and praising God. Then Peter answered,
47 “Can anyone keepwater from these peo-
ple so they should not be baptized, these
people who have received the Holy Spirit

as well as we?” 48 Then he commanded
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to stay with
them for several days.

10:19 aSome copies have, “Two men are
looking for you,” or, “Some men are look-
ing for you.”

10:32 bSomeancient authorities add:When
he comes, he will speak to you.

10:33 cSomeancient authorities add:instructed
by God to say.

Chapter 11
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who
were in Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. 2 When Pe-
ter had come up to Jerusalem, they who
belonged to the circumcision group crit-
icized him; 3 they said, “You associated
with uncircumcised men and ate with
them!” 4 But Peter started to explain
the matter to them in detail; he said, 5

I was praying in the city of Joppa, and I
had a vision of a container coming down,
like a large sheet let down from heaven
by its four corners. It descended to me.
6 I gazed at it and I thought about it. I
saw the four-legged animals of earth, wild
beasts, creeping animals, and birds of the
sky. 7 Then I heard a voice say to me,
“Get up, Peter; kill and eat!” 8 I said, “Not
so, Lord: for nothing unholy or unclean
has ever entered into my mouth.” 9 But
the voice answered again from heaven,
“What God has declared clean, do not call
unclean.” 10 This happened three times,
and then everything was taken back up
into heaven again. 11 Behold, right away
there were three men standing in front of
the house where we were; they had been
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sent from Caesarea to me. 12 The Spirit
commanded me to go with them, and that
I should make no distinction regarding
them. These six brothers went with me,
and we went into the man’s house. 13 He
told us how he had seen the angel stand-
ing in his house and saying, ”Send men to
Joppa and bring back Simon who is called
Peter. 14 He will speak to you a message
by which you will be saved—you and all
your household.” 15 As I began to speak to
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, just
as on us in the beginning. 16 I remem-
bered the words of the Lord, how he said,
“John indeed baptizedwithwater; but you
shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit.” 17

Then if God gave to them the same gift as
he gave to us when we believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could
oppose God?” 18 When they heard these
things, they said nothing in response, but
they praised God and said, “Then God has
given repentance for life to the Gentiles
also.”

19 Now those who had been scattered be-
cause of the persecution that started with
the death of Stephenwere spread as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, but they
told the message about Jesus only to Jews.
20 But some of them,men fromCyprus and
Cyrene, came to Antioch and spoke also to
Greeks, telling them the good news about
the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the
Lord was with them; a great number be-
lieved and turned to the Lord. 22 News
about them came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem: and they sent out Barnabas
as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and
saw the gift of God, he was glad; and he
encouraged them all to remain with the
Lord with all their heart. 24 For he was a
good man and full of the Holy Spirit and
of faith, and many people were added to
the Lord. 25 Barnabas then went out to
Tarsus to look for Saul. 26 When he found
him, he brought him to Antioch. It came

about, that for an entire year they gath-
ered together with the church and taught
many people. The disciples were called
Christians first in Antioch.
27 Now in these days some prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One
of them, Agabus by name, stood up and
indicated by the Spirit that a great famine
would occur over all the world. This hap-
pened in the days of Claudius. 29 So, the
disciples, as each one was able, decided to
send help to the brothers in Judea. 30 They
did this; they sent money to the elders by
the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Chapter 12
1 Now about that time Herod the king
laid hands on some who belonged to the
church so that he might mistreat them. 2

He killed James the brother of John with
the sword. 3 After he saw that this
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest
Peter also. That was during the days of
unleavened bread. 4 After arresting him,
he put him in prison and assigned four
squads of soldiers to guard him; he was
intending to bring him to the people after
the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in the
prison, but prayer was made earnestly to
God for him by those in the church. 6 The
day before Herod was going to bring him
out, that night Peterwas sleeping between
two soldiers, bound with two chains; and
guards in front of the door were watching
over the prison. 7 Behold, an angel of
the Lord suddenly appeared by him, and
a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter
on the side and woke him and said, “Get
up quickly.” Then his chains fell off from
his hands. 8 The angel said to him, “Dress
yourself and put on your sandals.” Peter
did so. The angel said to him, “Put on your
outer garment and followme.” 9 So Peter
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followed the angel and went out. He did
not know that what was done by the an-
gel was real. He thought he was seeing a
vision. 10 After they had passed by the first
guard and the second, they came to the
iron gate that led into the city; it opened
for themby itself. Theywent out andwent
down a street, and the angel left him right
away. 11 When Peter came to himself, he
said, “Now I truly know that the Lord has
sent his angel and delivered me out of the
hand of Herod, and from all the expecta-
tion of the people of the Jews.” 12 After he
realized this, he came to the house ofMary
the mother of John whose surname was
Mark; many believers had gathered there
andwere praying. 13When he knocked at
the door of the gate, a servant girl named
Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she rec-
ognized Peter’s voice, out of joy she failed
to open the door; instead, she came run-
ning into the room; she reported that Pe-
ter was standing at the door. 15 So they
said to her, “You are insane.” But she in-
sisted that it was so. They said, “It is his
angel.” 16 But Peter continued knock-
ing, and when they had opened the door,
they saw him and were amazed. 17 Pe-
ter motioned to them with his hand to be
silent, and he told them how the Lord had
brought him out of prison. He said, “Re-
port these things to James and the broth-
ers.” Then he left and went to another
place. 18 Now when it became day, there
was no small excitement among the sol-
diers, regarding what had happened to
Peter. 19 After Herod had searched for
himand could not findhim, he questioned
the guards and ordered them to be put to
death. Then he went down from Judea to
Caesarea and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon. They went to
him together. They persuaded Blastus,
the king’s assistant, to help them. Then
they asked for peace, because their coun-

try received its food from the king’s coun-
try. 21 On a set day Herod dressed himself
in royal clothing and sat on a throne; he
made a speech to them. 22 The people
shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not
of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the
Lord struck him, because he did not give
God the glory; hewas eaten byworms and
died.
24 But the word of God grew and multi-
plied.
25 After Barnabas and Saul completed
their mission to Jerusalem, they returned
from there; they took with them John,
whose surname was Mark. a

12:25 aSome versions read, Barnabas and
Saul returned to Jerusalem (or to there).

Chapter 13
1 Now in the church in Antioch, there
were some prophets and teachers. They
were Barnabas, Symeon (called Niger), Lu-
cius of Cyrene, Manaen (the foster brother
of Herod the tetrarch), and Saul. 2 While
they were worshiping the Lord and fast-
ing, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul, to do the work to
which I have called them.” 3 After they
had fasted, prayed, and laid their hands
on these men, they sent them off.
4 So Barnabas and Saul obeyed the Holy
Spirit and went down to Seleucia; from
there they sailed to the island of Cyprus.
5 When they were in the city of Salamis,
they proclaimed the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews. They also had
John Mark as their assistant. 6 When
they had gone through the whole island
to Paphos, they found a certain magician,
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a Jewish false prophet, whose name was
Bar Jesus. 7 This magician associated with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, who was
an intelligent man. This man summoned
Barnabas and Saul, because he wanted to
hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas “the
magician” (that is how his name is trans-
lated) opposed them; he tried to turn the
proconsul away from the faith. 9 But Saul,
who is also called Paul, filledwith theHoly
Spirit, stared at him intensely. 10 and said,
”You son of the devil, you are full of all
kinds of deceit and wickedness. You are
an enemy of every kind of righteousness.
You will never stop twisting the straight
paths of the Lord, will you? 11 Now look,
the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you
will becomeblind. Youwill not see the sun
for awhile.” Immediately there fell on Ely-
mas a mist and darkness; he started going
around asking people to lead him by the
hand. 12 After the proconsul sawwhat had
happened, he believed, because hewas as-
tonished at the teaching about the Lord.

13 Now Paul and his friends set sail
from Paphos and came to Perga in Pam-
phylia. But John left them and returned
to Jerusalem. 14 Paul and his friends trav-
eled from Perga and came to Antioch of
Pisidia. There they went into the syna-
gogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.
15 After the reading of the law and the
prophets, the leaders of the synagogue
sent them a message saying, “Brothers, if
you have any message of encouragement
for the people here, say it.” 16 So Paul
stood up and motioned with his hand; he
said, ”Men of Israel and you who honor
God, listen. 17 The God of this people Is-
rael chose our forefathers and made the
people numerous when they stayed in the
land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm
he led them out of it. 18 For about forty
years he put up with them in the wilder-
ness. a 19 After he had destroyed seven
nations in the land of Canaan, he gave our

people their land for an inheritance. 20

All these events took place over four hun-
dred and fifty years. After all these things,
God gave them judges until Samuel the
prophet. 21 Then the people asked for
a king, and God gave them Saul son of
Kish, a man from the tribe of Benjamin,
to be king for forty years. 22 After God re-
moved him from the kingship, he raised
up David to be their king. It was about
David that God said, ‘I have found David
son of Jesse to be a man after my heart,
who does all I want him to do.’ 23 From
this man’s descendants God has brought
to Israel a savior, Jesus, as he promised
to do. 24 This began to happen when, be-
fore Jesus came, John first announced the
baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel. 25 As John was finishing his work,
he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I am
not the one. But listen, one is coming af-
ter me, the shoes of whose feet I am not
worthy to untie.’ 26 Brothers, children of
the line of Abraham, and those among you
who worship God, it is to us that the mes-
sage about this salvation has been sent. 27
For they who live in Jerusalem, and their
rulers, did not recognize him, and they
fulfilled sayings of the prophets that are
read every Sabbath by condemning him.
28 Even though they found no good cause
for death in him, they asked Pilate to kill
him. 29 When they had completed all the
things that were written about him, they
took him down from the tree and laid him
in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from
the dead ones. 31 He was seen for many
days by those who had come up with him
from Galilee to Jerusalem. These people
are now his witnesses to the people. 32

So we are bringing you good news about
the promises made to our forefathers: 33

God has kept these promises to us, their
children, in that he raised up Jesus back
to life. This is also what was written in the
second Psalm:
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‘You are my Son, today I have become
your Father.’ 34 Also about the fact that he
raised him up from the dead ones so that
his body will not return to decay, he has
spoken like this:

‘I will give you the holy and sure bless-
ings of David.’ 35 This is why he also says
in another Psalm,

‘You will not allow your Holy One to
see decay.’ 36 For after David had in his
own generation served the desires of God,
he fell asleep, was laid with his fathers,
and saw decay, 37 but he whomGod raised
up saw no decay. 38 So let it be known
to you, brothers, that through this man is
proclaimed to you forgiveness of sins. 39

By him every one who believes is justified
from all the thingswhich the law ofMoses
could not justify you. 40 So then be care-
ful that the thing the prophets spoke about
does not happen to you:

41 ’Look, you despisers, and be aston-
ished and then perish;

For I am doing a work in your days,

A work that you shall never believe,
even if someone announces it to you.’”
42 As Paul and Barnabas left, the peo-
ple begged them that they might speak
these same words again the next Sabbath.
43 When the synagogue meeting ended,
many of the Jews and devout proselytes
followed Paul andBarnabas, who spoke to
them and urged them to continue in the
grace of God.
44 On the next Sabbath, almost the whole
city was gathered together to hear the
word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy
and spoke against the things that were
said by Paul and insulted him. 46 But
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and
said, ”It was necessary that the word of
God should first be spoken to you. Seeing

youpush it away fromyourselves and con-
sider yourselves unworthy of eternal life,
see, we will turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so
has the Lord commanded us, saying,

’I have placed you as a light for the Gen-
tiles,

that you should bring salvation to the
uttermost parts of the earth.’”
48 As the Gentiles heard this, they were
glad and praised the word of the Lord. As
many as were appointed to eternal life be-
lieved. 49 Theword of the Lordwas spread
out through the whole region. 50 But
the Jews urged on the devout and impor-
tant women, as well as the leading men
of the city. These stirred up a persecu-
tion against Paul and Barnabas and threw
them out beyond the border of their city.
51 But Paul and Barnabas shook off the
dust from their feet against them. Then
they went to the city of Iconium. 52 And
the disciples were filled with joy and with
the Holy Spirit.

13:18 aSome ancient copies read, For
about forty years he cared for them in the
wilderness.

Chapter 14
1 It came about in Iconium that Paul and
Barnabas entered together into the syna-
gogue of the Jews and spoke in such a way
that a great multitude both of Jews and
of Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who
were disobedient stirred up the minds of
the Gentiles andmade them bitter against
the brothers. 3 So they stayed there for a
long time, speaking boldly with the Lord’s
power, while he gave evidence about the
message of his grace. He did this by grant-
ing signs and wonders to be done by the
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hands of Paul and Barnabas. 4 But the ma-
jority of the city was divided: some peo-
ple sided with the Jews, and some with
the apostles. 5 When both Gentiles and
Jews attempted to persuade their leaders
to mistreat and stone Paul and Barnabas,
6 they became aware of it and fled to the
cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and
the surrounding region, 7 and there they
were preaching the gospel.

8 At Lystra a certain man sat, powerless in
his feet, a cripple fromhismother’swomb,
who never had walked. 9 This man heard
Paul speaking. Paul fixed his eyes on him
and saw that he had faith to be made well.
10 So he said to him in a loud voice, “Stand
up on your feet.” And the man jumped up
and walked around. 11 When the multi-
tude saw what Paul had done, they raised
their voice, saying in the dialect of Lycao-
nia, “The gods have come down to us in
the form of men.” 12 They called Barn-
abas “Zeus,” and Paul, “Hermes,” because
he was the main speaker. 13 The priest
of Zeus, whose temple was just outside
the city, brought oxen and wreaths to the
gates; he and the multitudes wanted to of-
fer sacrifice. 14 But when the apostles,
Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they tore
their clothing and quickly went out into
the crowd, crying out 15 and saying, ”Men,
why are you doing these things? We also
are human beings with the same feelings
as you. We bring you good news, that you
should turn from these useless things to
a living God, who made the heavens, the
earth, and the sea and everything that is
in them. 16 In the past ages, he allowed
all the nations to walk in their own ways.
17 But still, he did not leave himself with-
out witness, in that he did good and gave
you the rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, filling your hearts with food and
gladness.” 18 Even with these words, Paul
and Barnabas barely kept the multitudes
from sacrificing to them.

19 But some Jews from Antioch and Ico-
nium came and persuaded the crowds.
They stoned Paul and dragged him out of
the city, thinking that he was dead. 20

Yet as the disciples were standing around
him, he got up and entered the city. The
next day, he went to Derbe with Barnabas.
21 After they had preached the gospel in
that city andmademany disciples, they re-
turned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Anti-
och. 22 They kept strengthening the souls
of the disciples and encouraging them to
continue in the faith, saying, “Wemust en-
ter into the kingdomof God throughmany
sufferings.” 23 When they had appointed
for them elders in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they entrusted them
to the Lord, in whom they had believed.
24 Then they passed through Pisidia and
came to Pamphylia. 25 When they had spo-
ken the word in Perga, they went down to
Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to An-
tioch, where they had been committed to
the grace of God for the work which they
had now completed. 27 When they ar-
rived in Antioch and gathered the church
together, they reported all the things that
God had done with them, and how he had
opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. 28

They stayed for a long time with the disci-
ples.

Chapter 15
1 Certain men came down from Judea and
taught the brothers, saying, “Unless you
are circumcised after the customofMoses,
you cannot be saved.” 2 When Paul and
Barnabas had a confrontation and debate
with them, the brothers decided that Paul,
Barnabas, and certain others should go
up to Jerusalem to the apostles and el-
ders about this question. 3 They there-
fore, being sent by the church, passed
through both Phoenicia and Samaria and
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announced the conversion of the Gentiles.
They brought great joy to all the brothers.
4When they came to Jerusalem, theywere
welcomed by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they reported all the
things that Godhaddonewith them. 5 But
certain men who believed, who belonged
to the group of Pharisees, stood up and
said, “It is necessary to circumcise them
and to command them to keep the law of
Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders
gathered together to consider this matter.
7 After much debate, Peter stood up and
said to them,

”Brothers, you know that a goodwhile ago
Godmade a choice among you, that bymy
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word
of the gospel, and believe. 8 God, who
knows the heart, witnesses to them, giv-
ing them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to
us; 9 and he made no distinction between
us and them, making their hearts clean by
faith. 10 Now therefore why do you test
God, that you should put a yoke upon the
neck of the disciples which neither our fa-
thers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we
believe that we shall be saved through the
grace of the Lord Jesus, just as theywere.”
12 All the multitude kept silent while
they listened to Barnabas and Paul report
the signs and wonders God had worked
among the Gentiles through them. 13

After they stopped speaking, James an-
swered, saying,

”Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simon has told
how God first graciously helped the Gen-
tiles in order to take from them a peo-
ple for his name. 15 The words of the
prophets agree with this, as it is written,

16 ’After these things I will return,

And I will build again the tent of David,
which has fallen down;

I will set up and restore its ruins again,

17 so that the remnant of men may seek
the Lord,

including all the Gentiles called by my
name.’

18 This is what the Lord says, who has
done these things that have been known
from ancient times. a

19 Therefore, my opinion is, that we
should not trouble those of the Gentiles
who turn to God; 20 but that we write to
them that they must keep away from the
pollution of idols, from sexual immoral-
ity, and from what is strangled, and from
blood. 21 From generations of old there
are people in every city who are preach-
ing and reading Moses in the synagogues
every Sabbath.”
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles
and the elders, with the whole church, to
choose Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas,
who were leaders of the church, and send
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
23 They wrote this: ”The apostles, the el-
ders and brothers, to the Gentile broth-
ers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia, greet-
ings. 24 We have heard that certain men
to whomwe gave no such commandment,
went out from us and have troubled you
with teachings that make trouble for your
souls. 25 So it seemed good to all of us
to agree to choose men and send them to
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
26 people who have risked their lives for
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27

We have sent therefore Judas and Silas,
who will also tell you the same things 28

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things: 29 that you
turn away from things sacrificed to idols,
blood, things strangled, and from sexual
immorality. If you keep yourselves from
these, it shall be well with you. Farewell.”
30 So they, when they were dismissed,
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came down to Antioch; after they gath-
ered the multitude together, they deliv-
ered the letter. 31 When they had read
it, they rejoiced because of the encourage-
ment. 32 Judas and Silas, also prophets, en-
couraged the brothers with many words
and strengthened them. 33 After they
had spent some time there, they were
sent away in peace from the brothers to
those who had sent them. 34b 35 But Paul
and Barnabas stayed in Antioch along
with many others, where they taught and
preached the word of the Lord.
36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas,
”Let us return now and visit the brothers
in every city where we proclaimed the
word of the Lord, and see how they are. 37
Barnabas wanted to also take with them
John who was called Mark. 38 But Paul
thought it was not good to takeMark, who
had left them in Pamphylia and did not go
further with them in the work. 39 Then
there arose a sharp disagreement, so that
they separated from each other, and Barn-
abas took Mark with him and sailed away
to Cyprus. 40 But Paul chose Silas and left,
after he was entrusted by the brothers to
the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening
the churches.

15:18 aSome older versions read, This is
what the Lord says, to whom are known all
his deeds from ancient times.

15:34 bThe best ancient copies omit verse
34 (see Acts 15:40). Vs. 34, But it seemed
good to Silas to remain there.

Chapter 16
1 Paul also came to Derbe and to Lystra;
and behold, a certain disciple named Tim-
othywas there, the son of a Jewishwoman

who believed; his father was a Greek. 2

He was well spoken of by the brothers
who were at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul
wanted him to travel with him; so he took
him and circumcised him because of the
Jews that were in those parts, for they all
knew that his father was a Greek. 4

As they went on their way through the
cities, they delivered to the churches the
instructions for them to obey, the instruc-
tions that had been written by the apos-
tles and elders in Jerusalem. 5 So the
churches were strengthened in the faith
and increased in number daily.

6 Paul and his companions went through
the regions of Phrygia and Galatia, since
they had been forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to preach the word in the province
of Asia. 7 When they came near Mysia,
they attempted to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit of Jesus prevented them. 8 So
passing by Mysia, they came down to the
city of Troas. 9 A vision appeared to
Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia
was standing there, calling him and say-
ing, “Come over into Macedonia and help
us.” 10 When Paul had seen the vision,
immediately we set out to go to Macedo-
nia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them.

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we
made a straight course to Samothrace,
and the next day we came to Neapolis; 12
From therewewent to Philippi, which is a
city ofMacedonia, themost important city
in the district and a Roman colony, and
we stayed in this city for several days. 13

On the Sabbath day we went outside the
gate by the river, where we thought there
would be a place of prayer. We sat down
and spoke to the women who had come
together. 14 A certain woman named Ly-
dia, a seller of purple from the city of Thy-
atira, who worshiped God, listened to us.
The Lord opened her heart to pay atten-
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tion to the things which were spoken by
Paul. 15 When she was baptized, and her
household, she urged us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come into my house, and stay there.” And
she persuaded us. 16 It came about that,
as we were going to the place of prayer, a
certain young woman who had a spirit of
divination encountered us. She brought
her masters much gain by fortunetelling.
17 This woman followed after Paul and us
and shouted, saying, “These men are ser-
vants of the Most High God. They pro-
claim to you the way of salvation.” 18 She
did this for many days. But Paul, being
greatly annoyed by her, turned and said
to the spirit, “I command you in the name
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it
came out right away.

19 When her masters saw that the hope of
their gain was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the market-
place before the authorities. 20 When they
had brought them to the magistrates, they
said, ”These men are Jews and are mak-
ing a lot of trouble in our city. 21 They are
teaching things that are not lawful for us
to receive or to observe as Romans.” 22

Then the crowd rose up together against
Paul and Silas; the magistrates tore their
garments off them and commanded them
to be beaten with rods. 23 When they had
laid many blows upon them, they threw
them into prison and commanded the
jailer to keep them securely. 24 After he
got this command, the jailer threw them
into the inner prison and fastened their
feet in the stocks. 25 Around midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foun-
dations of the prisonwere shaken; and im-
mediately all the doors were opened, and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27

The jailer was awakened from sleep and

saw the open prison doors; he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, be-
cause he thought that the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted with a loud
voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, be-
cause we are all here.” 29 The jailer
called for lights and rushed in and, trem-
bling for fear, fell down before Paul and
Silas, 30 and brought them out and said,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved, you and your house.” 32

They spoke theword of the Lord to him, to-
getherwith everyone in his house. 33 Then
the jailer took them at the same hour of
the night, and washed their wounds, and
he and all his householdwere baptized im-
mediately. 34 He brought Paul and Silas up
into his house and set food before them.
He rejoiced greatly with all his household,
because they had all believed in God.

35 Now when it was day, the magistrates
sent word to the guards saying, “Let those
men go.” 36 The jailer reported the words
to Paul, saying, “Themagistrates have sent
word to me to let you go: now therefore
come out, and go in peace.” 37 But Paul
said to them, “They have publicly beaten
us, men who are uncondemned Romans,
and have thrown us into prison; and do
theynowdrive us out secretly? No indeed;
let them come themselves and bring us
out.” 38 The guards reported these words
to the magistrates; the magistrates were
afraidwhen they heard that Paul and Silas
were Romans. 39 The magistrates came
and begged them; and when they had
brought them out of prison, they asked
Paul and Silas to leave the city. 40 So Paul
and Silas went out of the prison and came
to the house of Lydia. WhenPaul and Silas
saw the brothers, they encouraged them
and then departed from the city.
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Chapter 17
1 Now when they had passed through the
cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to the city of Thessalonica, where
there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Paul,
as his custom was, went to them, and for
three Sabbath days reasoned with them
from the scriptures. 3 He was opening
the scriptures and explaining that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to
rise again from the dead ones. He said,
“This Jesus whom I proclaim to you is the
Christ.” 4 Some of the Jews were per-
suaded and joined Paul and Silas, includ-
ing the devout Greeks, many of the lead-
ing women and a great crowd. 5 But the
unbelieving Jews, being moved with jeal-
ousy, took certain wicked men from the
marketplace, gathered a crowd together,
and set the city in an uproar. Assaulting
the house of Jason, they wanted to bring
Paul and Silas out to the people. 6 But
when they did not find them, they dragged
Jason and certain other brothers before
the officials of the city, crying, ”Thesemen
who have turned the world upside down
have come here also. 7 These men whom
Jason has welcomed act against the de-
crees of Caesar; they say that there is an-
other king—Jesus.” 8When the crowd and
the officials of the city heard these things,
theywere troubled. 9 After they had taken
financial security from Jason and the rest,
they let them go.

10 That night the brothers sent Paul and
Silas to Berea. When they arrived there,
they went into the synagogue of the Jews.
11Now these peopleweremorenoble than
those in Thessalonica, for they received
thewordwith all readiness ofmind, exam-
ining the scriptures daily to see whether
these things were so. 12 Therefore many
of them believed, including some influen-
tial Greek women and many men. 13 But

when the Jews of Thessalonica learned
that Paul was also proclaiming the word
of God at Berea, they went there and
stirred up and troubled the crowds. 14

Then immediately, the brothers sent Paul
to go to the sea, but Silas and Timothy
stayed there. 15 Those who were leading
Paul took him as far as the city of Athens.
As they left Paul there, they received from
him instructions for Silas and Timothy to
come to him as quickly as possible.

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them
in Athens, his spirit was provoked within
him as he saw the city full of idols. 17 So he
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews
and those who worshiped God and also
with those hemet every day in themarket-
place. 18 But also some of the Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers encountered him.
And some said, “What is this babbler try-
ing to say?” Others said, “He seems to be
a preacher of strange gods,” because he
was preaching about Jesus and the resur-
rection. 19 They took Paul and brought
him to the Areopagus, saying, ”May we
know this new teaching which you were
speaking? 20 For you bring some strange
things to our ears. Therefore, we want to
know what these things mean.” 21 (Now
all the Athenians and the strangers living
there spent their time in nothing but ei-
ther telling or listening about something
new.) 22 So Paul stood in the middle of
the Areopagus and said,

”You men of Athens, I see that you are
very religious in every way. 23 For as I
passed along and observed the objects of
your worship, I found an altar with this
inscription, “To an Unknown God.” What
therefore you worship in ignorance, this I
announce to you. 24 The God who made
the world and everything in it, since he
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live
in temples built with hands. 25 Neither is
he served by men’s hands, as though he
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needed anything, since he himself gives
people life and breath and everything else.
26 And from one man he made every na-
tion of people living on the surface of the
earth, having determined their appointed
seasons and the boundaries of their living
areas. 27 Therefore, they should seek God
and perhaps they might reach out to him
and find him, and indeed, he is not far
from any one of us. 28 For in him we live
and move and have our being, just as one
of your own poets has said,

‘For we also are his offspring.’ 29 There-
fore, since we are God’s offspring, we
ought not to think that the divinity is like
gold, or silver, or stones, sculptured with
the art and thought of man. 30 There-
fore God overlooked the times of igno-
rance, but now he commands all men ev-
erywhere to repent. 31 This is because he
has set a daywhen hewill judge theworld
in righteousness by the man he has cho-
sen. God has given proof of this man to
everyone by raising him from the dead
ones.”
32 Now when the men of Athens heard
of the resurrection of the dead, some
mocked Paul; but others said, “We will lis-
ten to you again about this matter.” 33

After that, Paul left them. 34 But cer-
tain men joined him and believed, includ-
ing Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.

Chapter 18
1 After these things Paul left Athens and
went to Corinth. 2 There he found a cer-
tain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus
by race; he had recently come from Italy
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius
had commanded all the Jews to leave
Rome; and Paul came to them; 3 Paul lived
and worked with them because he was

of the same trade. They were tentmak-
ers. 4 So Paul reasoned in the synagogue
every Sabbath. He persuaded both Jews
and Greeks. 5 But when Silas and Timo-
thy camedown fromMacedonia, Paulwas
compelled by the Spirit to testify to the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 When
the Jews opposed and insulted him, Paul
shook out his garment at them and said
to them, “May your blood be upon your
own heads; I am innocent. From now on
I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 Then he left
from there andwent to the house of Titius
Justus, a man who worshiped God. His
house was next to the synagogue. 8 Cris-
pus, the leader of the synagogue and all of
his house believed in the Lord. Many of
the Corinthians who heard Paul believed
and were baptized. 9 The Lord said to
Paul in the night in a vision, ”Do not be
afraid, but speak and do not be silent. 10

For I am with you, and no one will try to
harm you, for I have many people in this
city.” 11 Paul lived there for a year and six
months, teaching the word of God among
them.

12 But when Gallio became governor of
Achaia, the Jews rose up together against
Paul and brought him before the judg-
ment seat; 13 they said, “This man per-
suades people to worship God contrary to
the law.” 14 Yet when Paul was about to
speak, Gallio said to the Jews, ”You Jews,
if indeed it were a matter of wrong or a
crime, it would be reasonable to deal with
you. 15 But since these are questions about
words and names and your own law, set-
tle it yourselves. I do not wish to be a
judge of these matters.” 16 Gallio made
them leave the judgment seat. 17 So they
all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the syna-
gogue, and beat him in front of the judg-
ment seat. But Gallio did not care what
they did.

18 Paul, after staying there for many more
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days, left the brothers and sailed for Syria
with Priscilla and Aquila. Before he left
the seaport, Cenchreae, he had his head
shaved because he had taken a Nazirite
vow. 19 When they came to Ephesus,
Paul left Priscilla and Aquila there, but he
himself went into the synagogue and rea-
soned with the Jews. 20 When they asked
Paul to stay a longer time, he declined. 21

But taking his leave of them, he said, “I
will return again to you if it is God’s will.”
He then set sail from Ephesus.
22 When Paul had landed at Caesarea, he
went up and greeted the Jerusalemchurch
and then went down to Antioch. 23 Af-
ter having spent some time there, Paul de-
parted and went through the regions of
Galatia and Phrygia and encouraged all
the disciples.
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an
Alexandrian by birth, came to Ephesus.
He was eloquent in speech and mighty
in the scriptures. 25 Apollos had been in-
structed in the teachings of the Lord. Be-
ing fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught
accurately the things concerning Jesus,
but he knew only the baptism of John. 26

Apollos began to speak boldly in the syn-
agogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they befriended him and ex-
plained to him the way of God more accu-
rately. 27 When he desired to pass over
into Achaia, the brothers encouraged him
andwrote to the disciples in Achaia towel-
come him. When he arrived, he greatly
helped those who believed by grace. 28

Apollos publicly overwhelmed the Jews
with his power and skill, showing by the
scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Chapter 19
1 It came about that while Apollos was at
Corinth, Paul passed through the upper

country and came to the city of Ephesus,
and found certain disciples there. 2 Paul
said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you believed?” They said to
him, “No, we did not even hear about the
Holy Spirit.” 3 Paul said, “Into what
thenwere you baptized?” They said, “Into
John’s baptism.” 4 So Paul replied, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance.
He told the people that they should be-
lieve in the one who would come after
him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When the peo-
ple heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 Then when Paul
had laid his hands on them, theHoly Spirit
came on them and they spoke in other lan-
guages and prophesied. 7 In all they were
about twelve men.

8 Paul went into the synagogue and spoke
boldly for the space of three months. He
was leading discussions and persuading
people about the things concerning the
kingdom of God. 9 But when some Jews
were hardened and disobedient, they be-
gan to speak evil of the way of Christ be-
fore the crowd. So Paul left them and led
the believers away from them. He began
to speak every day in the lecture hall of
Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years,
so that all who lived in Asia heard the
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
11 God was doing mighty deeds by the
hands of Paul, 12 so that even the sickwere
healed, and evil spirits went out of them,
when they took handkerchiefs and aprons
from Paul’s body. 13 But there were Jew-
ish exorcists traveling through the area
who took the name of Jesus for their own
use. They spoke it over thosewho had evil
spirits; they said, “I command you by the
Jesus whom Paul preaches to leave.” 14

Those who did this were the seven sons of
a Jewish chief priest, Sceva. 15 An evil
spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and
Paul I know; but who are you?” 16 The evil
spirit in the man leaped on the exorcists
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and overpowered them and beat them up.
Then they fled out of that house naked
and wounded. 17 This became known to
all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived at
Ephesus. They became very afraid, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was honored.
18 Also, many of the believers came and
confessed and admitted the evil things
they had done. 19 Many who practiced
magical arts brought their books together
and burned them in the sight of everyone.
When they counted the value of them, it
was fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So
the word of the Lord spread very widely
in powerful ways.

21 Now after Paul completed his ministry
in Ephesus, he decided in the Spirit to pass
through Macedonia and Achaia on his
way to Jerusalem; he said, “After I have
been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 Paul
sent to Macedonia two of his disciples,
Timothy andErastus, whohadhelpedhim.
But he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

23 At about that time there arose a great
disturbance in Ephesus concerning the
Way. 24 A certain silversmith named
Demetrius, who made silver statues of Di-
ana, brought in much business for the
craftsmen. 25 So he gathered together
the workmen of that occupation and said,
”Sirs, you know that in this business we
make much money. 26 You see and
hear that, not only at Ephesus, but al-
most throughout all Asia, this Paul has
persuaded and turned away many peo-
ple. He is saying that there are no gods
that are made with hands. 27 And not
only is there danger that our trade will no
longer be needed, but also that the temple
of the great goddess Diana may be consid-
ered worthless. Then she would even lose
her greatness, she whom all Asia and the
worldworships.” 28 When they heard this,
they were filled with anger and cried out,
saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”

29 The whole city was filled with confu-
sion, and the people rushed together into
the theater. They had seized Paul’s travel
companions, Gaius and Aristarchus, who
came from Macedonia. 30 Paul wanted
to enter in among the crowd of people,
but the disciples prevented him. 31 Also,
some of the officials of the province of
Asia who were his friends sent him a mes-
sage strongly requesting him not to enter
the theater. 32 Some people were shout-
ing one thing, and some another, for the
crowd was in confusion. Most of them
did not even know why they had come to-
gether. 33 The Jews brought Alexander
out of the crowd putting him up front of
the people. Alexander motioned with his
hand to make an explanation to the peo-
ple. 34 But when they realized that he was
a Jew, they all cried out with one voice for
about two hours, “Great is Diana of the
Ephesians.” 35 When the town clerk had
quieted the crowd, he said, ”You men of
Ephesus, what man is there who does not
know that the city of the Ephesians is tem-
ple keeper of the great Diana and of the
image which fell down from heaven? 36

Seeing then that these things are undeni-
able, you ought to be quiet and do nothing
rash. 37 For you have brought these men
to this court who are neither robbers of
temples nor blasphemers of our goddess.
38 Therefore, if Demetrius and the crafts-
menwho arewith himhave an accusation
against anyone, the courts are open and
there are proconsuls. Let themaccuse one
another. 39 But if you seek anything about
other matters, it shall be settled in the reg-
ular assembly. 40 For indeed we are in
danger of being accused concerning this
day’s riot. There is no cause for this disor-
der, and we will not be able to explain it.”
41 When he had said this, he dismissed the
assembly.
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Chapter 20
1 After the uproar was over, Paul sent for
the disciples and encouraged them. Then
he said farewell to them and left to go into
Macedonia. 2 When he had gone through
those regions and had encouraged the be-
lievers very much, he went into Greece.
3 After he had spent three months there,
a plot was formed against him by the
Jews as he was about to sail for Syria,
so he decided to return through Macedo-
nia. 4 Accompanying him as far as Asia
were Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea;
Aristarchus and Secundus, both from the
Thessalonian believers; Gaius of Derbe;
Timothy; and Tychicus and Trophimus
from Asia. 5 But these men had gone be-
fore us and were waiting for us at Troas.
6 We sailed away from Philippi after the
days of unleavenedbread, and infivedays
we came to them in Troas. There we
stayed for seven days.
7 On the first day of the week, when we
were gathered together to break bread,
Paul spoke to the believers. He was plan-
ning to leave the next day, so he kept
speaking until midnight. 8 There were
many lamps in the upper room where we
had come together. 9 In the window was
sitting a youngmannamedEutychus, who
fell into a deep sleep. As Paul spoke even
longer, this young man, still sleeping, fell
down from the third story andwas picked
up dead. 10 But Paul went down, stretched
himself out on him, and embraced him.
Then he said, “Do not be upset any more,
for he is alive.” 11 Then he went upstairs
again and broke bread and ate. After talk-
ingwith themmuch longer until dawn, he
left. 12 They brought back the boy alive
and were very much comforted.
13 We ourselves went ahead of Paul by
ship and sailed away to Assos, where we
planned to take Paul on board. This is

what he himself desired to do, because he
planned to go by land. 14 When he met
us at Assos, we took him onto the ship
and went to Mitylene. 15 Then we sailed
from there and arrived the next day oppo-
site the island of Chios. The following day
we touched at the island of Samos, and
the day after we came to the city of Mile-
tus. 16 For Paul had decided to sail past
Ephesus, so that he would not spend any
time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be
in Jerusalem for the day of Pentecost, if it
were at all possible for him to do so.

17 From Miletus he sent men to Ephesus
and called to himself the elders of the
church. 18 When they had come to him, he
said to them,

”You yourselves know, from the first day
that I set foot in Asia, how I always spent
my time with you. 19 I kept serving the
Lord with all lowliness of mind and with
tears, and in sufferings that happened to
me because of the plots of the Jews. 20 You
knowhow I did not keep back fromdeclar-
ing to you anything that was useful, and
how I taught you in public and also going
from house to house. 21 You know how I
kept warning both Jews and Greeks about
repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus. 22 And now, look, I go bound
in the Holy Spirit to Jerusalem, not know-
ing the things thatwill happen tome there,
23 except that the Holy Spirit witnesses to
me in every city and says that chains and
sufferings await me. 24 But I do not con-
sider that my life is in any way precious
to myself, so that I may finish my race
and the ministry that I received from the
Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the gospel
of the grace of God. 25 And now, look,
I know that you all, among whom I went
about preaching the kingdom, will see my
face no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you
this day, that I am innocent of the blood
of any man. 27 For I did not keep back
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from declaring to you the whole will of
God. 28 Therefore be careful about your-
selves, and about all the flock of which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be careful to shepherd the church of God,
which he purchased with his own blood. a
29 I know that after my departure, vicious
wolves will enter in among you, and not
spare the flock. 30 I know that from even
among your own selves some men shall
come and say corrupt things, in order to
draw away the disciples after them. 31

So be on guard. Remember that for three
years I did not stop instructing every one
of you with tears night and day. 32 And
now I entrust you to God and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up
and to give you the inheritance among all
those who are consecrated. 33 I coveted
no man’s silver, gold, or clothing. 34 You
yourselves know that these hands served
my own needs and the needs of those who
were with me. 35 In all things I gave you
an example of how you should help the
weak by working, and of how you should
remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
words that he himself said: “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”
36 After he had spoken in thisway, he knelt
down and prayed with them all. 37 They
all cried verymuch and fell on Paul’s neck
and kissed him. 38 They were sad most of
all because of what he had said, that they
would never see his face again. Then they
escorted him to the ship.

20:28 aOther versions read, “Be careful to
shepherd the church of God, which he pur-
chased with the blood of his own Son.”

Chapter 21
1 Whenwe had parted from them and had

set sail, we took a straight course to the
city of Cos, and the next day to the city
of Rhodes, and from there to the city of
Patara. 2 When we found a ship crossing
over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and
set sail. 3 When we had come in sight
of the island of Cyprus, we left it on the
left, and sailed to Syria, and landed at the
city of Tyre, because it was there that the
ship was to unload its cargo. 4 After we
found the disciples, we stayed there seven
days. These disciples said to Paul through
the Spirit that he should not set foot in
Jerusalem. 5Whenwehad spent the days,
we left and went on our journey. They all,
with their wives and children, escorted us
on our way until we were out of the city.
Thenwe knelt down on the beach, prayed,
and said farewell to each other. 6Wewent
on board the ship, while they returned
home again.

7 When we had finished the voyage from
Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais. There
we greeted the brothers and stayed with
them for one day. 8 On the next day
we left and went to Caesarea. We en-
tered the house of Philip, preacher of the
gospel, who was one of the seven, and
we stayed with him. 9 Now this man had
four virgin daughters who prophesied. 10

As we stayed there for some days, there
came down from Judea a certain prophet
named Agabus. 11 He came to us and
took Paul’s belt. With it he tied his own
feet and hands and said, “Thus says the
Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews in Jerusalem
tie up the man who owns this belt, and
they will hand him over into the hands of
the Gentiles.’ ” 12 When we heard these
things, both we and the people who lived
in that place begged Paul not to go up to
Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What
are you doing, weeping and breaking my
heart? For I am ready, not only to be tied
up, but also to die in Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 Since Paul did
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not wish to be persuaded, we stopped try-
ing and said, “May the will of the Lord be
done.”

15 After these days, we picked up our bags
and went up to Jerusalem. 16 There also
went with us some of the disciples from
Caesarea. They brought with them a man
named Mnason, a man from Cyprus, an
early disciple, with whomwe would stay.

17 When we had arrived in Jerusalem, the
brothers welcomed us gladly. 18 The next
day Paul went with us to James, and all
the elders were present. 19 When he had
greeted them, he reported one by one the
things that God had done among the Gen-
tiles through his ministry. 20 When
they heard it, they praised God, and they
said to him, ”You see, brother, how many
thousands have believed among the Jews.
They are all determined to keep the law.
21 They have been told about you, that you
teach all the Jewswho live among the Gen-
tiles to abandon Moses, and that you tell
themnot to circumcise their children, and
not to follow the old customs. 22 What
should we do? They will certainly hear
that you have come. 23 So do what we say
to you now: we have four men who made
a vow. 24 Take these men and purify your-
self with them, and pay their expenses
for them, so that they may shave their
heads. So everyone will know that the
things they have been told about you are
false. They will learn that you also follow
the law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles
who have believed, wewrote and gave the
instructions that they should keep them-
selves from things sacrificed to idols, from
blood, from what is strangled, and from
sexual immorality.” 26 Then Paul took the
men, and the next day, purifying himself
with them, went into the temple, announc-
ing the period of the days of purification,
until the offering was offered for every
one of them.

27 When the seven days were almost fin-
ished, some Jews from Asia saw Paul in
the temple, and excited all the multitude,
and laid hands on him. 28 They were
shouting, “Men of Israel, help us. This is
the man who teaches all men everywhere
things that are against the people, the
law, and this place. Besides, he has also
brought Greeks into the temple and has
defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian
with him in the city, and they thought
that Paul had brought him into the tem-
ple. 30 All the city was excited, and the
people ran together and laid hold of Paul.
They dragged him out of the temple, and
the doors were immediately shut. 31 As
they were trying to kill him, news came
up to the chief captain of the guard that
all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 32 Right
away he took soldiers and centurions and
ran down to the crowd. When the peo-
ple saw the chief captain and the soldiers,
they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the
chief captain approached and laid hold on
Paul, and commanded him to be bound
with two chains. He asked who he was
and what he had done. 34 Some in
the crowd were shouting one thing and
others another. Since the captain could
not tell anything because of all the noise,
he ordered that Paul be brought into the
fortress. 35 When he came to the steps, he
was carried by the soldiers because of the
crowd’s violence. 36 For the crowd of peo-
ple followed after and kept shouting out,
“Away with him!”

37 As Paulwas about to be brought into the
fortress, he said to the chief captain, “May
I say something to you?” The captain said,
”Do you speak Greek? 38 Are you not then
the Egyptian, who previously led a rebel-
lion and took the four thousand terrorists
into the wilderness?” 39 Paul said, “I am
a Jew, from the city of Tarsus in Cilicia. I
am a citizen of an important city. I ask
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you, allow me to speak to the people.” 40

When the captain had given him permis-
sion, Paul stood on the steps andmotioned
with the hand to the people. When there
was a deep silence, he spoke to them inHe-
brew. He said,

Chapter 22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to my de-
fense which I will now make to you.”
2 When the crowd heard Paul speak to
them in the Hebrew language, they be-
came quiet. He said,
3 ”I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but
educated in this city at the feet of Gamaliel.
I was instructed according to the strict
ways of the law of our forefathers. I am
zealous for God, just as all of you are today.
4 I persecuted this Way to the death; I tied
up both men and women and delivered
them into prison. 5 Also the high priest
and all the elders can bear witness that I
received letters from them for the broth-
ers in Damascus, for me to journey there.
I was to bring back in bonds to Jerusalem
those of this Way in order to be punished.
6 It happened that when I was traveling
and nearing Damascus, about noon sud-
denly a great light from heaven began to
shine aroundme. 7 I fell to the ground and
heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?’ 8 I answered,
‘Who are you, Lord?’ He said to me, ‘I
am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are per-
secuting.’ 9 Those who were with me
saw the light, but they did not understand
the voice of him who spoke to me. 10 I
said, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ The Lord
said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus;
there you will be told everything that you
must do.’ 11 I could not see because of that
light’s brightness, so Iwent into Damascus
being led by the hands of those who were

with me. 12 There I met a man named
Ananias, a devout man according to the
law andwell spoken of by all the Jewswho
lived there. 13 He came to me, stood by
me, and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight.’ In that very hour I saw him. 14

Then he said, ’The God of our forefathers
has chosen you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One, and to hear the voice com-
ing from his own mouth. 15 For you shall
be awitness for him to allmen aboutwhat
you have seen and heard. 16 And nowwhy
are you waiting? Arise, be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on his name.’
17 After I had returned to Jerusalem, and
while I was praying in the temple, it hap-
pened that I was given a vision. 18 I saw
him say tome, ‘Hurry and leave Jerusalem
quickly, because they will not accept your
testimony about me.’ 19 I said, ’Lord, they
themselves know that I imprisoned and
beat those who believed in you in every
synagogue. 20 When the blood of Stephen
your witness was spilled, I also was stand-
ing by and agreeing, and I was guarding
the clothings of those who killed him.’ 21

But he said to me, ‘Leave, because I will
send you away to the Gentiles.’”

22 The people allowed him to speak up
to this point. But then they shouted and
said, “Away with such a fellow from the
earth: for it is not right that he should
live.” 23 As they were shouting, throwing
off their cloaks, and throwing dust into
the air, 24 the chief captain commanded
Paul to be brought into the fortress. He or-
dered that he should be questioned with
scourging, so that he himself might know
why they were shouting against him like
that. 25 When they had tied him up with
the thongs, Paul said to the centurion who
was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to
scourge amanwho is a Roman and uncon-
demned?” 26 When the centurion heard
this, he went to the chief captain and told
him, saying, “What are you about to do?
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For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 The
chief captain came and said to him, “Tell
me, are you a Roman citizen?” Paul said,
“Yes.” 28 The chief captain answered, “It
was only with a large amount of money
that I acquired citizenship.” But Paul said,
“I was born a Roman citizen.” 29 Then the
men who were going to question him left
him immediately. The chief captain also
was afraid, when he learned that Paulwas
a Roman citizen, because he had tied him
up.
30 On the next day, the chief captain
wanted to know the truth about the Jews’
accusations against Paul. So he untied his
bonds and ordered the chief priests and
all the council to meet. Then he brought
Paul down and placed him in their midst.

Chapter 23
1 Paul looked directly at the council mem-
bers and said, “Brothers, I have lived be-
fore God in all good conscience until this
day.” 2 The high priest Ananias com-
manded those who stood by him to strike
himon themouth. 3 Then said Paul to him,
“God will strike you, you whitewashed
wall. Are you sitting to judge me by the
law, yet order me to be struck, against the
law?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Is
this how you insult God’s high priest?” 5

Paul said, ”I did not know, brothers, that
he was high priest. For it is written,

You shall not speak evil of a ruler of
your people.” 6 When Paul saw that the
one part of the council were Sadducees
and the other Pharisees, he spoke loudly
in the council, “Brothers, I am a Phar-
isee, a son of Pharisees. It is because I
confidently expect the resurrection of the
dead that I am being judged.” 7 When he
said this, an argument began between the
Pharisees and Sadducees, and the crowd

was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that
there is no resurrection, no angels, and no
spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge all
of them. 9 So a largeuproar occurred, and
some of the scribes belonging to the Phar-
isees stood up and argued, saying, “We
find nothing wrong with this man. What
if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”
10 When there arose a great argument, the
chief captain feared that Paul would be
torn to pieces by them, so he commanded
the soldiers to go down and take him by
force from among the council members,
and bring him into the fortress.

11 The following night the Lord stood be-
side him and said, “Do not be afraid, for as
you have testified about me in Jerusalem,
so you must also bear witness in Rome.”

12 When it became day, some Jews made a
pact and called a curse down upon them-
selves: they said that they would nei-
ther eat nor drink anything until they had
killed Paul. 13 There were more than
forty men who made this plot. 14 They
went to the chief priests and the elders
and said, ”We have put ourselves under a
great curse, to eat nothing until we have
killed Paul. 15 Now, therefore, let the coun-
cil tell the chief captain to bring himdown
to you, as if you would decide his case
more precisely. As for us, we are ready
to kill him before he comes here.” 16 But
Paul’s sister’s son heard that they were ly-
ing in wait, so he went and entered the
fortress and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of
the centurions and said, “Take this young
man to the chief captain, for he has some-
thing to tell him.” 18 So the centurion took
the young man and brought him to the
chief captain and said, “Paul the prisoner
called me to him, and asked me to bring
this young man to you. He has something
to say to you.” 19 The chief captain took
him by the hand to a private place and
asked him, “What is it that you have to tell
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me?” 20 The young man said, ”The Jews
have agreed to ask you to bring downPaul
tomorrow to the council, as if they were
going to askmore precisely about his case.
21 But donot give in to them, because there
are more than forty men who are lying
in wait for him. They have called a curse
down on themselves, neither to eat nor
to drink until they have killed him. Even
now they are ready, waiting for consent
from you.” 22 So the chief captain let the
young man go, after instructing him, “Tell
no one that you have said these things to
me.” 23 Then he called to him two of the
centurions and said, “Get twohundred sol-
diers ready to go as far as Caesarea, and
seventy horsemen also, and two hundred
spearmen. Youwill leave at the third hour
of the night.” 24 He also ordered them
to provide animals which Paul could ride,
and to take him safely to Felix the gover-
nor. 25 Then he wrote a letter like this:

26 ”Claudius Lysias to the most excellent
Governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man
was arrested by the Jews and was about
to be killed by them, when I came upon
themwith soldiers and rescued him, since
I learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28

I wanted to know why they accused him,
so I took him down to their council. 29 I
learned that he was being accused about
questions concerning their own law, but
that there was no accusation against him
that deserved death or imprisonment. 30

Then it was made known to me that there
was a plot against the man, so I imme-
diately sent him to you, and instructed
his accusers also to bring their charges
against him in your presence. Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers obeyed their orders: they
took Paul and brought him by night to An-
tipatris. 32 On the next day, most of the sol-
diers left the horsemen to gowith him and
they themselves returned to the fortress.
33 When the horsemen reached Caesarea

and delivered the letter to the governor,
they also presented Paul to him. 34 When
the governor read the letter, he asked
what province Paul was from; when he
learned that hewas fromCilicia, 35 he said,
“I will hear you fully when your accusers
come here.” Then he commanded him to
be kept in Herod’s government headquar-
ters.

Chapter 24
1 After five days, Ananias the chief priest,
certain elders, and an orator named Ter-
tullus, went there. These men brought
charges against Paul to the governor. 2

When Paul stood before the governor, Ter-
tullus began to accuse him and said to the
governor, ”Because of you we have great
peace; and your foresight brings good re-
form to our nation;
3 so with all thankfulness we welcome ev-
erything that you do, most excellent Felix.
4 So that I detain you no more, I ask you
to briefly listen to me with kindness. 5

For we have found this man to be a pest
and one who causes all the Jews through-
out the world to rebel. He is a leader of
the Nazarene sect. 6 He even tried to des-
ecrate the temple; so we arrested him. a

7b 8c When you question Paul about all
these matters, you, too, will be able to
learn what we accuse him of.” 9 The Jews
together accused Paul, too, and said that
these things were true.
10 But when the governor motioned for
Paul to speak, Paul answered, ”I under-
stand that for many years you have been
a judge to this nation, and so I gladly ex-
plain myself to you.
11 You are able to verify that it has not
been more than twelve days since I went
up to worship in Jerusalem; 12 and when
they found me in the temple, I did not
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argue with anyone, and I did not stir up
a crowd, either in the synagogues, or in
the city; 13 and they cannot prove to you
the accusations that they make against
me now. 14 But I admit this to you,
that according to the way that they call
a sect, in that same way I serve the God
of our forefathers. I am faithful to all
that is in the law and the writings of the
prophets. 15 I have the same confidence
in God, just as these men also wait for it,
the coming resurrection of the dead, of
both the righteous ones and the unrigh-
teous ones; 16 and in this, I work to have
a conscience without blame before God
and men through all things. 17 Now af-
ter many years I came to bring help to my
nation and gifts of money. 18 When I did
this, certain Jews from Asia found me in a
purification ceremony in the temple, not
with a crowd or an uproar. 19 These men
ought to be before you now and say what
they have against me, if they have any-
thing. 20 Or else, these same men should
say what wrong they found in me when I
stood before the Jewish council; 21 unless
it is about this one thing that I said out
loudwhen I stood among them, ‘It is about
the resurrection of the dead that I am be-
ing judged today by you.’”

22 Felix was well informed about the Way,
and so he ajourned the hearing. He said,
“Whenever Lysias the commander comes
down from Jerusalem, I will decide your
case.” 23 Then he commanded the centu-
rion to guard Paul, but to have leniency,
and that no one should stop his friends
from helping him or from visiting him.

24 After some days, Felix returned with
Druscilla his wife, a Jewess, and he sent
for Paul and he heard from him about
faith in Christ Jesus. 25 But when Paul rea-
soned with him about righteousness, self-
control, and the coming judgment, Felix
became frightened and said, “Go away for

now. But when I have the opportunity
later on, I will send for you.” 26 At the
same time, hewas hoping that Paul would
give money to him, so he often sent for
him and spoke with him. 27 But when two
years passed, Porcius Festus became the
governor after Felix, but Felix wanted to
gain favor with the Jews, so he left Paul to
continue under guard.

24:6 athe best ancient copies omit the sec-
ond part of 24:6 “And we wanted to judge
him according to our law”

24:7 bThe best ancient copies omit vs 7,
“But Lysias, the officer, came and forcibly
took him out of our hands.”

24:8 cThe best ancient copies omit the first
part of vs 8, “sending us to you.”

Chapter 25
1 Now, Festus entered the province, and
after three days, he went from Caesarea
up to Jerusalem. 2 The chief priest and
the prominent Jews brought accusations
against Paul to Festus, and they spoke
strongly to Festus. 3 And they asked Fes-
tus for a favor concerning Paul, that he
might call him to Jerusalem so that they
could kill him along the way. 4 But Fes-
tus answered that Paul was a prisoner in
Caesarea, and that he himself was soon
to return there. 5 “Therefore, those who
can,” he said, “should go there with us. If
there is something wrong with the man,
you should accuse him.”
6 After he stayed eight or ten more days,
he went down to Caesarea. And on the
next day, he sat in the judgment seat and
commanded Paul to be brought to him. 7

Whenhe arrived, the Jews from Jerusalem
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stood nearby, and they brought many se-
rious charges which they could not prove.
8 Paul defended himself and said, “I have
done nothingwrong against the law of the
Jews or against the temple or against Cae-
sar.” 9 But Festuswanted to gain the favor
of the Jews, and so he answered Paul and
said, “Do you want to go up to Jerusalem
and to be judged byme about these things
there?” 10 Paul said, ”I stand before the
judgment seat of Caesar where I must be
judged. I have wronged no Jews, just as
you also very well know. 11 Though
if I have done wrong and if I have done
what is worthy of death, I do not refuse
to die. But if their accusations are noth-
ing, no one may hand me over to them.
I call upon Caesar.” 12 After Festus talked
with the council, he answered, “You called
upon Caesar; you will go to Caesar.”

13 Now after some days, King Agrippa and
Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay an offi-
cial visit to Festus. 14 After he had been
there for many days, Festus presented
Paul’s case to the king; he said, ”A cer-
tain man was left behind here by Felix as
a prisoner. 15 When I was in Jerusalem,
the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
brought charges against this man to me,
and they asked for condemnation against
him. 16 To this I answered that it is not
the custom with Romans to give up a
man as a favor; rather, the accused man
should have an opportunity to face his ac-
cusers and to make a defense against the
charges. 17 Therefore, when they came
together here, I did not wait, but the next
day I sat in the judgment seat and I or-
dered the man to be brought in. 18 When
the accusers stood up and accused him,
I thought that none of the charges that
they brought against him were serious. 19
Instead, they had certain disputes with
him about their own religion and about a
certain Jesus who was dead, whom Paul
claims to be alive. 20 I was puzzled about

how to investigate thismatter, and I asked
him if he would go to Jerusalem to be
judged there about these things. 21 But
when Paul called to be kept under guard
for the emperor’s decision, I ordered him
to be kept until I send him to Caesar.” 22

Agrippa spoke to Festus, “I would also like
to listen to this man.” “Tomorrow,” Festus
said, “You will hear him.”
23 So on the next day, Agrippa and Ber-
nice came with much ceremony; they
came into the hall with the military offi-
cers and with the prominent men of the
city. And when Festus spoke the com-
mand, Paul was brought to them. 24 Fes-
tus said, ”King Agrippa, and all you men
who are here with us, you see this man;
all the multitude of Jews consulted with
me in Jerusalem and here also, and they
shouted to me that he should no longer
live. 25 I learned that he had done noth-
ingworthy of death; but because he called
upon the emperor, I decided to send him.
26 But I do not have something definite
to write to the emperor. For this reason,
I have brought him to you, especially to
you, King Agrippa, so that I might have
somethingmore towrite about the case. 27
For it seems unreasonable for me to send
aprisoner and to not also state the charges
against him.”

Chapter 26
1 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak
for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his
hand and made his defense.
2 ”I regard myself as happy, King Agrippa,
to make my case before you today against
all the accusations of the Jews; 3 especially,
because you are an expert in all the Jew-
ish customs and questions. So I ask you to
hear me patiently. 4 Truly, all the Jews
know how I lived from my youth in my
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ownnation and at Jerusalem. 5 They knew
me from the beginning and they should
admit that I lived as a Pharisee, a very
strict sect of our religion. 6 Now I stand
here to be judged because I look for the
promise that God made to our fathers. 7

For this is the promise our twelve tribes
hoped to receive as they earnestly wor-
shiped God night and day. It is for this
hope, King Agrippa, that the Jews accuse
me. 8 Why should any of you think it is in-
credible that God raises the dead? 9 At
one time I thought to myself that I should
do many things against the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. 10 I did these in Jerusalem. I
locked up many of the believers in prison
by the authority I received from the chief
priests, and when they were killed, I cast
my vote against them. 11 I punished them
many times in all the synagogues and I
tried to force them to blaspheme. I was
furiously enraged against them and I per-
secuted them even to foreign cities. 12

While Iwas doing this, I went toDamascus
with authority and orders from the chief
priests; 13 and on theway there, atmidday,
King, I saw a light from heaven that was
brighter than the sun and it shone around
both me and the men who were traveling
withme. 14 Whenwe all fell to the ground,
I heard a voice speaking to me that said
in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me? It is hard for you
to kick a goad.’ 15 Then I said, ‘Who are
you, Lord?’ The Lord replied, ’I am Jesus
whom you persecute. 16 Now get up and
stand on your feet; because for this pur-
pose I appeared to you, to appoint you to
be a servant and a witness concerning the
things that you know about me now and
the things that I will show to you later;
17 and I will rescue you from the people
and from the Gentiles to whom I am send-
ing you, 18 to open their eyes and to turn
them from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, so that they may

receive from God the forgiveness of sins
and the inheritance that I give to them
whom I set apart formyself by faith inme.’
19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I did not dis-
obey the heavenly vision; 20 but, to those
in Damascus first, and then at Jerusalem,
and throughout all the country of Judea,
and also to the Gentiles, I preached that
they should repent and turn to God, doing
deeds worthy of repentance. 21 For this
cause the Jews arrested me in the temple
and tried to kill me. 22 God has helpedme
until now, so I stand and testify to the com-
mon people and to the great ones about
nothingmore thanwhat the prophets and
Moses said would happen; 23 that Christ
must suffer, and that he would be the first
from the resurrection of the dead ones to
rise and to proclaim light to the Jewish
people and to the Gentiles.”

24 As Paul completed his defense, Festus
said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are in-
sane; your great learning makes you in-
sane.” 25 But Paul said, ”I am not insane,
most excellent Festus; but with courage I
speakwords of truth and soberness. 26 For
the king knows about these things; and so,
I speak freely to him, for I am persuaded
that none of this is hidden from him; for
this has not been done in a corner. 27 Do
you believe the prophets, King Agrippa?
I know that you believe.” 28 Agrippa said
to Paul, “In a short time would you per-
suade me and make me a Christian?” 29

Paul said, “I pray to God, that whether in
a short or long time, not you only, but also
all that hear me today, would be like me,
but without these prison chains.”

30 Then the king stood up, and the gover-
nor, andBernice also, and thosewhowere
sitting with them; 31 when they left the
hall, they talked to one another and said,
“Thismandoes nothingworthy of death or
of bonds.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This
man could have been freed if he had not
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appealed to Caesar.”

Chapter 27
1 When it was decided that we should sail
for Italy, they put Paul and some other
prisoners under the charge of a centurion
named Julius of the Augustan Regiment.
2 We boarded a ship from Adramyttium,
which was about to sail along the coast of
Asia. So we went to sea. Aristarchus from
Thessalonica in Macedonia went with us.
3 The next day we landed at the city of
Sidon, where Julius treated Paul kindly
and allowed him to go to his friends to re-
ceive their care. 4 From there, we went to
sea and sailed around the island of Cyprus
which was sheltered from the wind, be-
cause the wind was against us. 5 When
we had sailed across thewater that is near
Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came toMyra, a
city of Lycia. 6 There, the centurion found
a ship from Alexandria that was going to
sail to Italy. He put us in it. 7 When we
had sailed slowly for many days and had
finally arrivedwith difficulty near Cnidus,
the wind no longer allowed us to go that
way, so we sailed along the sheltered side
of Crete, opposite Salmone. 8 We sailed
along the coast with difficulty, until we
came to a certain place called Fair Havens,
which is near the city of Lasea.
9 We had now taken much time, the time
of the Jewish fast also had passed, and it
had now become dangerous to sail. So
Paul warned them, 10 and said, “Men, I
see that the voyage we are about to take
will be with injury and much loss, not
only of the cargo and the ship, but also
of our lives.” 11 But the centurion paid
more attention to the master and to the
owner of the ship than to those things
that were spoken by Paul. 12 Because
the harbor was not easy to spend the win-
ter in, most of the sailors advised to sail

from there, if by any means we could
reach the city of Phoenix, to spend thewin-
ter there. Phoenix is a harbor in Crete,
and it faces northeast and southeast. 13

When the south wind began to blow gen-
tly, the sailors thought that they had what
they needed. So they weighed anchor
and sailed along Crete, close to the shore.
14 But after a short time a tempestuous
wind, called The Northeaster, began to
beat down on us from across the island.
15 When the ship was caught head on and
could not face the wind, we gave in to it
and were driven along by it. 16 We ran
along the sheltered side of a small island
called Cauda; and with difficulty we were
able to secure the lifeboat. 17 When
they had hoisted it up, they used its ropes
to bind the hull of the ship. They were
afraid that we should run upon the sand-
bars of Syrtis, so they let down the sea an-
chor and were driven along. 18 We were
very battered by the storm, so the next day
the sailors began to throw the cargo over-
board. 19 On the third day the sailors
threw overboard the ship’s tackle with
their own hands. 20 When the sun and
stars did not shine on us for many days,
and the great storm still beat upon us, any
more hope that we should be saved was
abandoned. 21 When they had gone long
without food, then Paul stood up among
the sailors and said, ”Men, you should
have listened to me, and not have set sail
from Crete, so as to get this injury and
loss. 22 And now I encourage you to take
courage, for there shall be no loss of life
among you, but only the loss of the ship.
23 For last night an angel of the God to
whom I belong, whom also I worship—his
angel stood beside me 24 and said, ‘Do not
be afraid, Paul. You must stand before
Caesar, and see, God in his kindness has
given to you all those who are sailing with
you.’ 25 Therefore,men, take courage, for I
trust God, that it will happen just as it was
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told me. 26 But we must wreck upon some
island.”

27When the fourteenth night had come, as
we were driven this way and that in the
Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors
thought that they were approaching some
land. 28 They took soundings and found
twenty fathoms; after a little while, they
took more soundings and found fifteen
fathoms. 29 They were afraid that we
might crash on the rocks, so they lowered
four anchors from the stern and prayed
that morning would come soon. 30 The
sailors were looking for a way to abandon
the ship and had lowered the lifeboat into
the sea, and pretended that they would
throw down the anchors from the bow.
31 But Paul said to the centurion and to
the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the
ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the sol-
diers cut away the ropes of the boat and let
it drift away. 33 When daylight was com-
ing on, Paul urged them all to take some
food. He said, ”This day is the fourteenth
day that youwait and do not eat; you have
eaten nothing. 34 So I beg you to take some
food, for this is for your survival; and
not one hair of your head will be lost.” 35

When he had said this, he took bread and
he thanked God in the sight of everyone.
Then he broke the bread and began to eat.
36 Then theywere all encouraged and they
also took food. 37 We were 276 people in
the ship. 38 When they had eaten enough,
they made the ship lighter by throwing
out thewheat into the sea. 39 When it was
day, they did not recognize the land, but
they saw a bay with a beach, and they dis-
cussed whether they could drive the ship
onto it. 40 So they cut loose the anchors
and left them in the sea. At the same time
they loosed the ropes of the rudders and
raised the foresail to thewind; and so they
headed to the beach. 41 But they came to
a place where two currents met, and the
ship ran into the ground. The bow of the

ship stuck there and remained unmove-
able, but the stern began to break up be-
cause of the waves’ violence. 42 The sol-
diers’ planwas to kill the prisoners so that
none of them could swim away and es-
cape. 43 But the centurion wanted to save
Paul, so he stopped their plan; and he or-
dered thosewho could swim to jump over-
board first and get to land. 44 Then the rest
of the men should follow, some on planks,
and some on other things from the ship.
In this way it happened that all of us came
safely to land.

Chapter 28
1 When we were brought safely through,
we learned that the island was called
Malta. 2 The native people offered to us
not just ordinary kindness, but they lit a
fire and welcomed us all, because of the
constant rain and cold. 3 But when Paul
had gathered abundle of sticks andplaced
them on the fire, a viper came out be-
cause of the heat, and fastened onto his
hand. 4 When the native people saw the
animal hanging from his hand, they said
one to another, “This man certainly is a
murderer who escaped from the sea, yet
justice does not permit him to live.” 5

But then he shook the animal into the fire
and suffered no harm. 6 They were wait-
ing for him to become inflamed with a
fever or to suddenly drop dead. But after
they watched him for a long time and saw
that nothing was unusual with him, they
changed their minds and said that he was
a god.
7 Now in a nearby place there were lands
belonging to the chief man of the island, a
man named Publius. Hewelcomed us and
kindly provided for us for three days. 8 It
happened that the father of Publius had
been made ill with a fever and dysentery.
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When Paul went to him, he prayed, placed
his hands on him, and healed him. 9 After
this happened, the rest of the people on
the island who were sick also came and
were healed. 10 The people also honored
us with many honors. When we were
preparing to sail, they gave us what we
needed.
11 After three months, we set sail in an
Alexandrian ship that had wintered at the
island, whose figurehead was The Twin
Brothers. 12 After we landed at the city of
Syracuse, we stayed there three days. 13

From there we sailed and arrived at the
city of Rhegium. After one day a south
wind sprang up, and in two days we came
to the city of Puteoli. 14 There we found
some brothers and were invited to stay
with them for seven days. In this way we
came to Rome. 15 From there the brothers,
after they heard about us, came to meet
us as far as The Market of Appius and The
Three Taverns. When Paul saw the broth-
ers, he thanked God and took courage.
16 When we entered Rome, Paul was al-
lowed to live by himself with the soldier
who was guarding him.
17 Then it came about that after three
days Paul called together those men who
were the leaders among the Jews. When
they had come together, he said to them,
”Brothers, although I have done nothing
wrong against the people or the customs
of our forefathers, I was delivered as a
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of
the Romans. 18 After they questioned me,
they wished to set me free, because there
was no reason in me for a death penalty.
19 But when the Jews spoke against their
desire, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, al-
though it is not as if I were bringing any
accusation against my nation. 20 Because
of my appeal, then, I have asked to see
you and to speak with you. It is because
of what Israel is confident about that I am

bound with this chain.” 21 Then they said
to him, ”We neither received letters from
Judea about you, nor did any of the broth-
ers come and report or say anything bad
about you. 22 But we want to hear from
you what you think about this sect, be-
cause it is known by us that it is spoken
against everywhere.”
23 When they had set a day for him, more
people came to him at his dwelling place.
He presented thematter to them, and testi-
fied about the kingdom of God. He tried to
persuade them about Jesus, both from the
law of Moses and from the prophets, from
morning until evening. 24 Some were con-
vinced about the things which were said,
while others did not believe. 25 When
they did not agree with one another, they
left after Paul had spoken this one word,
”The Holy Spirit spokewell through Isaiah
the prophet to your forefathers. 26He said,
’Go to this people and say,

”By hearing you will hear, but not un-
derstand;

And seeing you will see, but will not
perceive.

27 For the heart of this people has be-
come dull,

and with their ears they hardly hear,

and they have shut their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their
eyes,

and hear with their ears,

and understand with their heart and
turn again,

and I would heal them.”’
28 Therefore, you should know that this
salvation of God has been sent to the Gen-
tiles, and they will listen.” 29a

30 Paul lived for two whole years in his
own rented house, and he welcomed all
who came to him. 31 He was preaching
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the kingdom of God and was teaching the
things about the Lord Jesus Christ with all
boldness. No one stopped him.
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Romans

28:29 aActs 28:29 - the best ancient copies
omit vs. 29,When he had said these things,
the Jews went away. They were having a
great dispute among themselves.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called
to be an apostle, and set apart for the
gospel of God. 2 This is the gospel that
he promised beforehand by his prophets
in the holy scriptures. 3 It is about his
Son, who was born from the descendants
of David according to the flesh. 4 By
resurrection from the dead ones, he was
declared to be the powerful Son of God
by the Spirit of holiness—Jesus Christ our
Lord. 5 Through him we have received
grace and apostleship for obedience of
faith among all the nations, for the sake of
his name. 6 Among these nations, you also
have been called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7 This letter is to all who are in Rome, the
beloved of God, who are called to be holy
people. May grace be to you, and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed throughout the whole world.
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in
my spirit in the gospel of his Son, of how
continually I make mention of you. 10 I
always request in my prayers that by any
means I may at last be successful now by
the will of God in coming to you. 11 For I
desire to see you, that Imay give you some
spiritual gift, in order to strengthen you.

12 That is, I long to be mutually encour-
aged among you, through each other’s
faith, yours and mine. 13 Now I do not
want you to be unaware, brothers, that I
often intended to come to you, but I was
hindered until now. I wanted this in or-
der to have some fruit among you just as
also among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am
a debtor both to Greeks and to foreigners,
both to thewise and to the foolish. 15 So, as
for me, I am ready to proclaim the gospel
also to you who are in Rome.
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for
it is the power of God for salvation for ev-
eryone who believes, for the Jew first and
for the Greek. 17 For in it God’s righteous-
ness is revealed from faith to faith, as it
has been written, “The righteous will live
by faith.”
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of people, who through un-
righteousness hold back the truth. 19 This
is because that which is known about God
is visible to them. ForGodhas enlightened
them. 20 For his unseen aspects have
been clearly visible since the creation of
the world. They are understood through
the created things. These aspects are his
everlasting power and divine nature. As a
result, these people are without excuse. 21
This is because, although they knew about
God, they did not glorify him as God, nor
did they give him thanks. Instead, they be-
came foolish in their thoughts, and their
senseless hearts were darkened. 22 They
claimed to be wise, but they became fool-
ish. 23 They exchanged the glory of the
imperishable God for the likenesses of an
image of perishable man, of birds, of four-
footed beasts, and of creeping things.
24 Therefore God gave them over to the
lusts of their hearts for uncleanness, for
their bodies to be dishonored among
themselves. 25 It is they who exchanged
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the truth of God for a lie, and who wor-
shiped and served the creation instead
of the Creator, who is praised forever.
Amen.
26 Because of this, God gave them over to
dishonorable passions, for their women
exchanged their natural functions for
what is against nature. 27 Likewise, the
males also left their natural function with
women and burned in their lust for one
another. These were males who did with
males what is indecent, and who received
in themselves the penalty that was due
their perversion.
28 Because they did not approve of hav-
ing God in their awareness, he gave them
up to a depraved mind, for them to do
those things that are not proper. 29

Theyhavebeenfilledwith all unrighteous-
ness, wickedness, covetousness, and mal-
ice. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, and evil intentions. 30 They are gos-
sips, slanderers, and God-haters. They are
violent, arrogant, and boastful. They are
inventors of evil things, and they are dis-
obedient to their parents. 31 They have
no understanding; they are untrustwor-
thy, without natural affections, and un-
merciful. 32 They understand the regula-
tions of God, that those who practice such
things are deserving of death. But not only
do they do these things, they also approve
of others who do them.

Chapter 2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, you
person, you who judge, for what you
judge in another you condemn in your-
self. For you who judge practice the same
things. 2 Butwe know that God’s judgment
is according to truth when it falls on those
who practice such things. 3 But consider
this, you person, youwho judge thosewho

practice such things although you do the
same things. Will you escape from the
judgment of God? 4 Or do you think so
little of the riches of his goodness, his de-
layed punishment, and his patience? Do
you not know that his goodness is meant
to lead you to repentance? 5 But it is to
the extent of your hardness and unrepen-
tant heart that you are storing up for your-
self wrath on the day of wrath, that is, the
day of the revelation of God’s righteous
judgment. 6 He will pay back to every per-
son the same measure of his actions: 7 to
those who according to consistent, good
actions have sought praise, honor, and in-
corruptibility, he will give eternal life. 8

But to those who are self-seeking, who dis-
obey the truth but obey unrighteousness,
wrath and fierce anger will come. 9 God
will bring tribulation and distress on ev-
ery human soul that has practiced evil, to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 10

But praise, honor, and peace will come to
everyone who practices good, to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. 11 For there
is no partiality with God. 12 For as many
as have sinned without the law will also
perish without the law, and as many as
have sinned in respect to the law will be
judged by the law. 13 For it is not the
hearers of the law who are righteous be-
fore God, but it is the doers of the law
whowill be justified. 14 For when Gentiles,
who do not have the law, do by nature
the things of the law, they, are a law to
themselves, although they do not have the
law. 15 By this they show that the actions
required by the law are written in their
hearts. Their conscience also bears wit-
ness to them, and their own thoughts ei-
ther accuse or defend them to themselves
16 and also to God. Thatwill happen on the
day when God will judge the secrets of all
people, according to my gospel, through
Jesus Christ.

17 Suppose that you call yourself a Jew,

176



Romans

rest upon the law, rejoice proudly in God,
18 know his will, and test the things that
differ from it, having been instructed by
the law. 19 And suppose that you are con-
fident that you yourself are a guide of the
blind, a light to those who are in darkness,
20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of
babies, and that you have in the law the
form of knowledge and of the truth. 21

You, then, who teach another, do you not
teach yourself? You who preach not to
steal, do you steal? 22 You who say not
to commit adultery, do you commit adul-
tery? You who detest idols, do you rob
temples? 23 You who proudly rejoice
in the law, do you dishonor God through
your transgression of the law? 24 For “the
name of God is dishonored among the
Gentiles because of you,” just as it has
been written. 25 For circumcision in-
deed benefits you if you obey the law, but
if you are a violator of the law, your cir-
cumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 If,
then, the uncircumcised person keeps the
requirements of the law, will not his uncir-
cumcision be considered as circumcision?
27 And will not the one who is naturally
uncircumcised judge you if he fulfills the
law? This is because you have the writ-
ten scriptures and circumcision yet are a
violator of the law! 28 For he is not a
Jewwho is merely one outwardly; neither
is circumcision that which is merely out-
ward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who
is one inwardly, and circumcision is that
of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the let-
ter. The praise of such a person comes not
from people but from God.

Chapter 3
1 Thenwhat advantage does the Jewhave?
And what is the benefit of circumcision? 2

It is great in every way. First of all, the
Jews were entrusted with revelation from

God. 3 For what if some Jews were with-
out faith? Will their unbelief make God’s
faithfulness invalid? 4 May it never be. In-
stead, let God be found to be true, even
though every man is a liar. As it has been
written,

”That you might be shown to be righ-
teous in your words,

and might prevail when you come into
judgment.”
5 But if our unrighteousness shows the
righteousness of God, what can we say?
God is not unrighteous when he is inflict-
ing his wrath, is he? I am speaking accord-
ing to human logic. 6 May it never be! For
then how would God judge the world? 7

But if the truth of God through my lie pro-
vides abundant praise for him, why am I
still being judged as a sinner? 8 Why not
say, as we are falsely reported to say, and
as some affirm that we say, “Let us do evil,
so that good may come”? The judgment
on them is just.
9 What then? Are we excusing ourselves?
Not at all. For we have already accused
both Jews and Greeks, all of them, of be-
ing under sin. 10 This is as it is written:

”There is no one righteous, not one.
11 There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after God.
12 They have all turned away. They to-

gether have become useless.

There is no one who does good, no, not
even one.

13 Their throat is an open grave.

Their tongues have deceived.

The poison of snakes is under their lips.
14 Their mouths are full of cursing and

bitterness.
15 Their feet are swift to pour out blood.
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16 Destruction and suffering are in their
paths.

17 These people have not known a way
of peace.

18 There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”
19 Now we know that whatever the law
says, it speaks to the ones who are under
the law. This is in order that every mouth
may be shut, and so that all the world
may become answerable to God. 20 This
is because no flesh will be justified by the
works of the law in his sight. For through
the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21 But now apart from the law the righ-
teousness of God has been made known.
It was witnessed by the law and the
Prophets, 22 that is, the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
those who believe. For there is no dis-
tinction. 23 For all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God 24 They are
freely justified by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25

For God provided Christ Jesus as a pro-
pitiation through faith in his blood. He
offered Christ as proof of his justice, be-
cause of his disregard of previous sins 26

in his patience. This all happened for the
demonstration of his righteousness at this
present time. This was so he could prove
himself just, and to show that he justifies
anyone because of faith in Jesus.
27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded.
On what grounds? Of works? No, but on
the grounds of faith. 28 We conclude then
that a person is justified by faith without
works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is he not also the God of Gen-
tiles? Yes, of Gentiles also. 30 If, indeed,
God is one, hewill justify the circumcision
by faith, and the uncircumcision through
faith.
31 Do we then nullify the law through

faith? May it never be! Instead, we up-
hold the law.

Chapter 4
1What thenwill we say that Abraham, our
forefather according to the flesh, found?
2 For if Abraham had been justified by
works, he would have had a reason to
boast, but not before God. 3 For what does
the scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righ-
teousness.” 4 Now for him who works,
the recompense is not counted as grace,
but as what is owed. 5 But for him who
does not work but instead believes in the
one who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
counted as righteousness. 6 David also
pronounces blessing on the man to whom
God counts righteousness without works.
7 He said,

”Blessed are those whose iniquities are
forgiven,

and whose sins are covered.
8 Blessed is the man against whom the

Lord will not count sin.”
9 Then is this blessing pronounced only
on those of the circumcision, or also on
those of the uncircumcision? For we say,
“Faith was counted to Abraham as righ-
teousness.” 10 So how was it counted?
WhenAbrahamwas in circumcision, or in
uncircumcision? It was not in circumci-
sion, but in uncircumcision. 11 Abraham
received the sign of circumcision. This
was a seal of the righteousness of the faith
that he had already possessed when he
was in uncircumcision. The result of this
sign was that he became the father of all
those who believe, even if they are in un-
circumcision. This means that righteous-
ness will be counted for them. 12 This also
meant that Abrahambecame the father of
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circumcision for those who come not only
from the circumcision, but also for those
who follow in the steps of our father Abra-
ham. And this was the faith that he had in
uncircumcision.

13 For it was not through the law that
the promise was given to Abraham and
to his descendants, this promise that they
would be heirs of the world. Instead, it
was through the righteousness of faith. 14
For if those belonging to the law are heirs,
faith is made empty, and the promise is
nullified. 15 For the law brings about
wrath, but where there is no law, neither
is there disobedience. 16 For this rea-
son this happens by faith, so that it might
be by grace. As a result, the promise is
sure for all the descendants. And these de-
scendants will include not only those who
know the law, but also thosewho are from
Abraham’s faith. For he is the father of us
all, 17 as it is written, “I havemade you the
father of many nations.” Abraham was
in the presence of him whom he trusted,
that is, God, who gives life to the dead and
calls the things that do not exist into ex-
istence. 18 Despite all outward circum-
stances, Abraham confidently trusted God
for the future. So he became the father
of many nations, according to what had
been spoken, “Thus will be your descen-
dants.” 19 He was not weak in faith. Abra-
ham understood that his own body was
unable to have children (because he was
about a hundred years old). He also ac-
knowledged that Sarah’s womb was not
able to bear children. 20 But because
of God’s promise, Abraham did not hesi-
tate in unbelief. Instead, he was strength-
ened in faith and gave praise to God. 21

Hewas fully convinced that what God had
promised, he was also able to accomplish.
22 Therefore this was also counted to him
as righteousness. 23 Now it was not
written only for his benefit, that it was
counted for him. 24 It was written also for

us, for whom it will be counted, we who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead ones. 25 This is the one who
was delivered up for our trespasses and
was raised for our justification.

Chapter 5
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 2 Through him we also have our
access by faith into this grace in which
we stand. We rejoice in the confidence
God gives us for the future, the confidence
that we will share in God’s glory. 3 Not
only this, but we also rejoice in our suffer-
ings. We know that suffering produces en-
durance. 4 Endurance produces approval,
and approval produces confidence for the
future. 5 This confidence does not disap-
point, because the love of God has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who was given to us. 6 For while
wewere still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly
die for a righteous man. That is, per-
haps someone would dare to die for a
good person. 8 But God proves his own
love toward us, because while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much
more, then, now that we are justified by
his blood, we will be saved by it from the
wrath of God. 10 For if, while we were en-
emies, wewere reconciled to God through
the death of his Son,muchmore, after hav-
ing been reconciled, will we be saved by
his life. 11 Not only this, but we also re-
joice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
throughwhomwe now have received this
reconciliation.
12 So then, as through oneman sin entered
into the world, in this way death entered
through sin. And death spread to all peo-
ple, because all sinned. 13 For until the
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law, sin was in the world, but there is no
accounting for sin when there is no law.
14 Nevertheless, death ruled from Adam
until Moses, even over those who did not
sin like Adam’s disobedience, who is a pat-
tern of him who was to come.
15 But even so, the free gift is not like the
trespass. For if by the trespass of the one
the many died, much more did the grace
of God and the gift by the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, abound for the many.
16 For the gift is not like the outcome of the
one who sinned. For on the one hand, the
judgment of condemnation came because
of the trespass of one man. But on the
other hand, the free gift resulting in jus-
tification came after many trespasses. 17

For if, by the trespass of one, death ruled
through the one, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and
of the gift of righteousness rule through
the life of the one, Jesus Christ. 18 So then,
as through one trespass all people came to
condemnation, even so through one act of
righteousness came the justification of life
for all people. 19 For as through the one
man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, even so through the obedience
of the one will the many be made righ-
teous. 20 But the law came in alongside,
in order that the trespass might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace abounded
even more. 21 This happened so that, as
sin ruled in death, even so grace might
rule through righteousness for everlast-
ing life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Chapter 6
1 What then will we say? Should we con-
tinue in sin so that grace may abound? 2

May it never be. We who died to sin, how
can we still live in it? 3 Do you not know
that as many as were baptized into Christ

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4

We were buried, then, with him through
baptism into death. This happened in or-
der that just as Christ was raised from the
dead ones by the glory of the Father, so
also we might walk in newness of life. 5

For if we have become united with him in
the likeness of his death, we will also be
united with his resurrection. 6 We know
this, that our old man was crucified with
him, in order that the body of sin might
be destroyed. This happened so that we
should no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 He
who has died is declared righteous in re-
spect to sin. 8 But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live to-
gether with him. 9 We know that Christ
has been raised from the dead ones, and
that he is no longer dead. Death no longer
rules over him. 10 For in regard to the
death that he died to sin, he died once for
all. However, the life that he lives, he lives
it for God. 11 In the same way, you also
must consider yourselves to be dead to sin,
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12 Therefore do not let sin rule in your
mortal body in order that you may obey
its lusts. 13 Donot present the parts of your
body to sin, to be tools used for unrigh-
teousness. But present yourselves to God,
as dead ones who are now living. And
present the parts of your body to God as
tools to be used for righteousness. 14 Do
not allow sin to rule over you. For you are
not under law, but under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because we
are not under law, but under grace? May
it never be. 16 Do you not know that
the one to whom you present yourselves
as servants is the one to which you are
obedient, the one you must obey? This
is true whether you are servants to sin
which leads to death, or servants to obe-
dience which leads to righteousness. 17

But thanks be to God! For you were ser-
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vants of sin, but you have obeyed from
the heart the pattern of teaching that you
were given. 18 You have been made free
from sin, and you have been made ser-
vants of righteousness. 19 I speak like
a man because of the weakness of your
flesh. For just as you presented your body
parts as slaves to uncleanness and to evil,
in the same way now, present your body
parts as slaves to righteousness for sanc-
tification. 20 For when you were slaves
of sin, you were free from righteousness.
21 At that time, what fruit then did you
have of the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the outcome of those things
is death. 22 But now that you have been
made free from sin and are enslaved to
God, you have your fruit for sanctification.
The result is eternal life. 23 For the wages
of sin are death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Chapter 7
1 Or do you not know, brothers (for I am
speaking to people who know about law),
that the law controls a person for as long
as he lives? 2 For the married woman
is bound by law to the husband while he
lives, but if the husband dies, she is re-
leased from the law ofmarriage. 3 So then,
while her husband is living, if she lives
with another man, she will be called an
adulteress. But if the husband dies, she is
free from the law, so she is not an adulter-
ess if she lives with anotherman. 4 There-
fore, my brothers, you were also made
dead to the law through the body of Christ.
This is so that you could be joined to an-
other, that is, to him who was raised from
the dead ones, in order that we might pro-
duce fruit for God. 5 For when we were
in the flesh, the sinful passions were ac-
tivated in our members through the law
to produce fruit to death. 6 But now we

have been released from the law. Wehave
died to that by which we were held. This
is so thatwemight serve in newness of the
Spirit, and not in oldness of the letter.

7 What will we say then? Is the law it-
self sin? May it never be. However, I
would never have known sin, if it were
not through the law. For I would not have
known covetousness unless the law said,
“Youmust not covet.” 8 But sin took the op-
portunity through the commandment and
brought about every lust in me. For with-
out the law, sin is dead. 9 At one time I
was alive without the law, but when the
commandment came, sin regained life,
and I died. 10 The commandment that
was to bring life turned out to be death
for me. 11 For sin took the opportunity
through the commandment and deceived
me. Through the commandment it killed
me. 12 So the law is holy, and the com-
mandment is holy, righteous, and good.

13 So did what is good become death to
me? May it never be. But sin, in order
that it might be shown to be sin through
what is good, brought about death in me.
This was in order that through the com-
mandment, sin might become sinful be-
yond measure. 14 For we know that the
law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh. I
have been sold under slavery to sin. 15

For what I do, I do not really understand.
For what I want to do, I do not do, and
what I hate, I do. 16 But if I do what I do
not want, I agree with the law that the law
is good. 17 But now it is no longer I who
do it, but the sin that lives in me. 18 For I
know that in me, that is in my flesh, lives
no good thing. For the desire for good is
withme, but I cannot do it. 19 For the good
that I want I do not do, but the evil that I
do not want, that I do. 20 Now if I do what
I do not want to do, then it is no longer I
who am acting, but rather sin that lives in
me. 21 I find, then, the principle inme that
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I want to do what is good, but that evil is
actually present in me. 22 For I rejoice in
the law of Godwith the innerman. 23 But I
see a different principle in my body parts.
It fights against that new principle in my
mind. It takes me captive by the principle
of sin that is in my body parts. 24 I am a
miserableman! Whowill deliverme from
this body of death? 25 But thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I
myself serve the law of Godwithmymind.
However, with the flesh I serve the princi-
ple of sin.

Chapter 8
1 There is therefore nowno condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the
principle of the Spirit of life in Christ Je-
sus has made me free from the principle
of sin and death. 3 For what the law was
unable to do because it was weak through
the flesh, God did. He sent his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh to be an offer-
ing for sin, and he condemned sin in the
flesh. 4 He did this in order that the re-
quirements of the lawmight be fulfilled in
us, wewhowalk not according to theflesh,
but according to the Spirit. 5 Those who
live according to the flesh pay attention to
the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit pay attention to the
things of the Spirit. 6 For the mentality
of the flesh is death, but the mentality of
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 This is be-
cause the mentality of the flesh is hostile
toward God, for it is not subject to God’s
law, nor is it able to be. 8 Those who are
in the flesh are not able to please God. 9

However, you are not in the flesh but in
the Spirit, if it is true that God’s Spirit lives
in you. But if someone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to him.
10 If Christ is in you, the body is dead in
respect to sin, but the spirit is alive in re-

spect to righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead ones
lives in you, hewho raised Christ from the
dead ones will give life also to your mor-
tal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in
you.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, but
not to the flesh to live according to the
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the
flesh, you are about to die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the body’s actions,
you will live. 14 For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of
bondage again so as to fear. Instead, you
received the spirit of adoption, by which
we cry, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit him-
self bears witness with our spirit that we
are children of God. 17 If we are children,
then we are also heirs, heirs of God. And
we are joint heirs with Christ, if indeedwe
suffer with him so that wemay also be glo-
rified with him.

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory that will be revealed
to us. 19 For the eager expectation of
the creation waits for the revealing of the
sons of God. 20 For the creation was sub-
jected to futility, not of its own will, but of
himwho subjected it. It is in the confident
assurance 21 that the creation itself will
be delivered from slavery to decay, and
that it will be brought into the freedom
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For
we know that the whole creation groans
and labors in pain together even now. 23

Not only that, but even we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit—even we
ourselves groanwithin ourselves, waiting
for our adoption, the redemption of our
body. 24 For by this confidence we were
saved. Butwhatwe are confidentwill hap-
pen has not yet been seen, for who confi-
dently waits for what he already sees? 25
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But if we are confident about what we do
not yet see, thenwewait with patience for
it.
26 In the same way, the Spirit also helps in
our weakness. For we do not know how
we should pray, but the Spirit himself in-
tercedes for us with inexpressible groans.
27 He who searches the hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes
on behalf of the believers according to
the will of God. 28 We know that for
thosewho love God, heworks all things to-
gether for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. a 29 Because
those whom he foreknew, he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers. 30 Those whom he predes-
tined, these he also called. Those whom
he called, these he also justified. Those
whomhe justified, these he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us?
32 He who did not spare his own Son but
delivered him up on behalf of us all, how
will he not also with him freely give us all
things? 33 Who will bring any accusation
against God’s chosen ones? God is the one
who justifies. 34 Who is the one who will
condemn? Christ is the one who died for
us, andmore than that, he also was raised.
He is rulingwithGod in the place of honor,
and he is the one who is interceding for
us. 35 Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Tribulation, or distress, or per-
secution, or hunger, or nakedness, or dan-
ger, or sword? 36 Just as it is written,

”For your benefit we are killed all day
long.

We were considered as sheep for the
slaughter.”
37 In all these things we are more than
conquerors through the one who loved
us. 38 For I have been convinced that nei-

ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor gov-
ernments, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor
depth, nor any other created thing, will be
able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

8:28 aSome older versions read, All things
work together for good.

Chapter 9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I do not lie,
andmy conscience bears witness withme
in the Holy Spirit, 2 that for me there is
great sorrow and unceasing pain in my
heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself
would be cursed and set apart from Christ
for the sake of my brothers, those of my
own race according to theflesh. 4 They are
Israelites. They have adoption, the glory,
the covenants, the gift of the law, the wor-
ship of God, and the promises. 5 Theirs
are the ancestors from whom Christ has
come with respect to the flesh—he who is
God over all. May he be praised forever.
Amen.
6 But it is not as though the promises of
God have failed. For it is not everyone in
Israel who truly belongs to Israel. 7 Nei-
ther are all Abraham’s descendants truly
his children. But, “It is through Isaac that
your descendants will be called.” 8 That
is, the children of the flesh are not the
children of God. But the children of the
promise are regarded as descendants. 9

For this is the word of promise: “At this
time I will come, and a son will be given
to Sarah.” 10 Not only this, but after Re-
becca also had conceived by oneman, our
father Isaac— 11 for the children were not
yet born and had not yet done anything
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good or bad, so that the purpose of God
according to choice might stand, not be-
cause of actions, but because of him who
calls— 12 it was said to her, “The older will
serve the younger.” 13 It is just as had been
written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
14 What then will we say? Is there unrigh-
teousness with God? May it never be. 15

For he says toMoses, “Iwill havemercy on
whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compas-
sion.” 16 So then, it is not because of him
who wills, nor because of him who runs,
but because of God, who shows mercy. 17

For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this
very purpose I raised you up, so that I
might demonstrate my power in you, and
so that my name might be proclaimed in
all the earth.” 18 So then, God has mercy
onwhomhewishes, andwhomhewishes,
he makes stubborn.
19 You will say then to me, “Why does he
still find fault? For who has ever with-
stood his will?” 20 On the contrary, man,
who are you who answers against God?
Will what has been molded say to the one
who molds it, “Why did you make me this
way?” 21 Does the potter not have the
right over the clay to make from the same
lump a container for special use, and an-
other container for daily use? 22 What if
God, who is willing to show his wrath and
to make his power known, endured with
much patience containers of wrath pre-
pared for destruction? 23 What if he did
this in order that he might make known
the riches of his glory upon containers of
mercy, which he had previously prepared
for glory? 24 What if he did this also for us,
whomhe also called, not only fromamong
the Jews, but also from among the Gen-
tiles? 25 As he says also in Hosea:

”I will call my people who were not my
people,

and her beloved who was not beloved.

26 And it will be that where it was said
to them, ‘You are not my people,’

there they will be called ‘sons of the
living God.’”
27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, ”If
the number of the children of Israel were
as the sand of the sea, it will be a remnant
that will be saved. 28 For the Lord will
carry out his word on the earth, soon and
completely. 29 And it is as Isaiah said be-
fore,

”If the Lord of hosts had not left descen-
dants behind for us,

we would have become like Sodom,

and have been made like Gomorrah.
30 What will we say then? That the Gen-
tiles, who were not pursuing righteous-
ness, obtained righteousness, the righ-
teousness by faith. 31 But Israel, who did
pursue a law of righteousness, did not ar-
rive at it. 32 Why not? Because they did
not pursue it by faith, but by works. They
stumbled over the stone of stumbling, 33
as it has been written,

”Look, I am laying in Zion a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offense.

He who believes in it will not be
ashamed.”

Chapter 10
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and my re-
quest to God is for them, for their salva-
tion. 2 For I testify about them that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For they do not know of
God’s righteousness, and they seek to es-
tablish their own righteousness. They did
not submit to the righteousness of God. 4

For Christ is the fulfillment of the law for
righteousness for everyone who believes.
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5 For Moses writes about the righteous-
ness that comes from the law: “The man
who does the righteousness of the lawwill
live by this righteousness.” 6 But the righ-
teousness that comes from faith says this,
”Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will as-
cend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ
down). 7 And do not say, ‘Who will de-
scend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead ones.) 8 But what
does it say?

”The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart.”

That is the word of faith, which we pro-
claim. 9 For if with your mouth you ac-
knowledge Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the
dead ones, you will be saved. 10 For with
the heart man believes for righteousness,
and with the mouth he acknowledges for
salvation. 11 For scripture says, “Ev-
eryone who believes on him will not be
put to shame.” 12 For there is no differ-
ence between Jew and Greek. For the
same Lord is Lord of all, and he is rich
to all who call upon him. 13 For every-
one who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved. 14 How then can they call
on him in whom they have not believed?
And how can they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how can they
hear without a preacher? 15 And how can
they preach, unless they are sent?—As it
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who proclaim glad tidings of good
things!”
16 But they did not all listen to the gospel.
For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed
our message?” 17 So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing by the word of
Christ. 18 But I say, “Did they not hear?”
Yes, most certainly.

”Their sound has gone out into all the
earth,

and their words to the ends of the
world.”
19 Moreover, I say, “Did Israel not know?”
First Moses says,

”I will provoke you to jealousy by what
is not a nation.

By means of a nation without under-
standing, I will stir you up to anger.”
20 And Isaiah is very bold and says,

”I was found by those who did not seek
me.

I appeared to those who did not ask for
me.”
21 But to Israel he says, “All the day long
I reached out my hands to a disobedient
and resistant people.”

Chapter 11
1 I say then, did God reject his people?
May it never be. For I also am an Is-
raelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his
people, whom he foreknew. Do you not
knowwhat the scripture says about Elijah,
how he pleaded with God against Israel?
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets,
they have broken down your altars. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my
life.” 4 But what does God’s answer say
to him? “I have reserved for myself seven
thousandmenwhohavenot bent the knee
to Baal.” 5 Even so then, at this present
time also there is a remnant because of
the choice of grace. 6 But if it is by grace,
it is no longer by works. Otherwise grace
would no longer be grace. a 7 What then?
The thing that Israel was seeking, it did
not obtain, but the chosen obtained it, and
the rest were hardened. 8 It is just as it is
written: “God has given them a spirit of
dullness, eyes so that they should not see,
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and ears so that they should not hear, to
this very day.” 9 And David says,

”Let their table be made a net, a trap,

a stumbling block, and retaliation
against them.

10 Let their eyes be darkened so that
they may not see.

Always keep their backs bent.”
11 I say then, “Did they stumble so as to
fall?” May it never be. Instead, by their
failure, salvation has come to the Gentiles,
in order to provoke them to jealousy. 12

Now if their failure is the riches of the
world, and if their loss is the riches of the
Gentiles, howmuch greaterwill their com-
pletion be? 13 And now I am speaking
to you Gentiles. As long as I am an apos-
tle to Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry.
14 Perhaps I will provoke to jealousy those
who are of my own flesh. Perhaps we will
save some of them. 15 For if the rejection
of those is the reconciliation of the world,
what will their reception be but life from
the dead ones? 16 If the firstfruits are re-
served, so is the lump of dough. If the root
is reserved, so are the branches. 17 But
if some of the branches were broken off,
if you, a wild olive branch, were grafted
in among them, and if you shared with
them in the rich root of the olive tree, 18
do not boast over the branches. But if you
do boast, it is not you who supports the
root, but the root that supports you. 19

You will say then, “Branches were broken
off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is
true. Because of their unbelief they were
broken off, but you stand firm because
of your faith. Do not think too highly of
yourself, but fear. 21 For if God did not
spare the natural branches, neither will
he spare you. 22 Look at, then, the kind
actions and the severity of God. On the
one hand, severity came on the Jews who
fell. But on the other hand, God’s kind-

ness comes on you, if you continue in his
kindness. Otherwise you also will be cut
off. 23 And also, if they do not continue
in their unbelief, they will be grafted back
in. For God is able to graft them in again.
24 For if you were cut out of what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and contrary to
nature were grafted into a good olive tree,
how much more will these Jews, who are
the natural branches, be grafted back into
their own olive tree?
25 For I do not want you to be unaware,
brothers, of this mystery, in order that
you will not be wise in your own think-
ing. This mystery is that a partial harden-
ing has occurred in Israel, until the com-
pletion of the Gentiles come in. 26 Thus
all Israel will be saved, just as it is written:

”Out of Zion will come the Deliverer.

He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.
27 And this will be my covenant with

them,

when I will take away their sins.”
28 On the one hand concerning the gospel,
they are enemies on your behalf. On the
other hand according to God’s choice, they
are beloved because of the ancestors. 29

For the gifts and the call of God are un-
changeable. 30 For you were formerly
disobedient to God, but now you have re-
ceived mercy because of their disobedi-
ence. 31 In the same way, now these Jews
have been disobedient. The result was
that by the mercy shown to you they may
also now receive mercy. 32 For God has
shut up all into disobedience, in order that
he might show mercy on all.
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways beyond discovering!

34 ”For who has known the mind of the
Lord?
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Or who has become his adviser?
35 Or who has first given anything to

God,

so it will be paid back to him?”
36 For from him, and through him, and to
him, are all things. To himbe the glory for-
ever. Amen.

11:6 aSome old copies read, But if it is by
works, then is it no more grace; otherwise
work is no more work.

Chapter 12
1 I urge you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God.
This is your reasonable service. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewal of your mind. Do
this to know what is the good, acceptable,
and perfect will of God.
3 For I say, because of the grace that was
given to me, that everyone who is among
you should not thinkmore highly of them-
selves than they ought to think. Instead,
they should think in a wise way, just as
God has given out to each one a certain
amount of faith. 4 For we have many
members in one body, but not all themem-
bers have the same function. 5 In the same
way, we who are many are one body in
Christ, and are individually members of
each other. 6 We have different gifts ac-
cording to the grace that was given to us.
If one’s gift is prophecy, let it be done ac-
cording to the proportion of his faith. 7 If
one’s gift is service, let him serve. If one
has the gift of teaching, let him teach. 8

If one’s gift is encouragement, let him en-
courage. If one’s gift is giving, let him do it

generously. If one’s gift is leading, let it be
done with care. If one’s gift is in showing
mercy, let it be done with cheerfulness.
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
what is evil; hold on to that which is good.
10 Concerning love of the brothers, be af-
fectionate to one another. Concerning
honor, respect one another. 11 Concern-
ing diligence, do not be hesitant. Concern-
ing the spirit, be eager. Concerning the
Lord, serve him. 12 Rejoice in the confi-
dence you have about the future. Be pa-
tient in your troubles. Keep on praying. 13
Share in the needs of the believers. Find
many ways to show hospitality. 14 Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the
same mind toward one another. Do not
think in proudways, but accept lowly peo-
ple. Do not be wise in your own thoughts.
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Do good
things in the sight of all people. 18 If possi-
ble, asmuch as it lies with you, be at peace
with all people. 19 Do not avenge your-
selves, beloved, but give way to the wrath
of God. For it is written, “ ‘Vengeance be-
longs to me; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

20 ”But if your enemy is hungry, feed
him.

If he is thirsty, give him a drink.

For if you do this, you will heap coals of
fire on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.

Chapter 13
1 Let every soul be obedient to higher au-
thorities, for there is no authority unless
it comes from God. And the authorities
that exist have been appointed by God. 2

Therefore he who resists that authority
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opposes the command of God; and those
who oppose it will receive judgment on
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror
to good deeds, but to evil deeds. Do you de-
sire to be unafraid of authority? Do what
is good, and youwill have praise from it. 4
For he is a servant of God to you for good.
But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for
he does not carry the sword for no reason.
For he is a servant of God, an avenger for
wrath on the one who does evil. 5 There-
fore you must obey, not only because of
the wrath, but also because of conscience.
6 Because of this you pay taxes also. For
authorities are servants of God, who at-
tend to this very thing continually. 7 Pay
to everyone what is owed to them: tax to
whom tax is due; toll to whom toll is due;
fear to whom fear is due; honor to whom
honor is due.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one
another. For he who loves his neighbor
has fulfilled the law. 9 For, “You will not
commit adultery, you will not kill, you
will not steal, you will not covet,” and if
there is any other commandment also, it
is summed up in this sentence: “You will
love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love
does not harm one’s neighbor. Therefore,
love is the fulfilment of the law.

11 Because of this, you know the time, that
it is already time for you to awake out
of sleep. For now our salvation is nearer
than when we first believed. 12 The night
has advanced, and the day has come near.
Let us therefore put aside the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light. 13 Let us walk appropriately, as in
the day, not in wild celebrations or drunk-
enness. And let us not walk in sexual im-
morality or in uncontrolled lust, and not
in strife or jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, for its lusts.

Chapter 14
1 Receive anyone who is weak in faith,
without giving judgment about argu-
ments. 2 One person has faith to eat any-
thing, another who is weak eats only veg-
etables. 3 May the one who eats every-
thing not despise the one who does not
eat everything. And may the one who
does not eat everything not judge the
otherwho eats everything. For God has re-
ceived him. 4 Who are you, youwho judge
a servant belonging to someone else? It is
before his own master that he stands or
falls. But he will be made to stand, for the
Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One
person values one day above another. An-
other values every day equally. Let each
person be convinced in his own mind. 6

He who observes the day, observes it for
the Lord. And he who eats, eats for the
Lord, for he gives God thanks. He who
does not eat, refrains from eating for the
Lord. He also gives thanks to God. 7 For
none of us lives for himself, and none dies
for himself. 8 For if we live, we live for the
Lord. And if we die, we die for the Lord.
Then whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s. 9 For to this purpose Christ died
and lived again, that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living. 10 But you,
why do you judge your brother? And you,
why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 11 For it is written,

“As I live,” says the Lord, ”to me every
knee will bend,

and every tongue will give praise to
God.”
12 So then, each one of us will give an ac-
count of himself to God.
13 Therefore, let us no longer judge one
another, but instead decide this, that no
onewill place a stumbling block or a snare
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for his brother. 14 I know and am per-
suaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is
unclean by itself. Only for him who con-
siders anything to be unclean, for him it
is unclean. 15 If because of food your
brother is hurt, you are no longer walking
in love. Do not destroywith your food one
for whom Christ died. 16 So do not let
your good actions cause people to mock
them. 17 For the kingdom of God is not
about food and drink, but about righteous-
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18

For the one who serves Christ in this way
is acceptable to God and approved by peo-
ple. 19 So then, let us pursue the things
of peace and the things that build up one
another. 20 Do not destroy the work of
God because of food. All things are in-
deed clean, but it is evil for that person
who eats and causes him to stumble. 21

It is good not to eat meat, nor to drink
wine, nor anything bywhich your brother
takes offense. 22 These particular beliefs
that you have, keep them between your-
self and God. Blessed is the one who does
not condemn himself in respect to what
he approves of. 23 He who doubts is con-
demned if he eats, because it is not from
faith. And whatever is not from faith is
sin.

Chapter 15
1 Now we who are strong ought to bear
the weaknesses of the weak, and ought
not to please ourselves. 2 Let each one of
us please his neighbor for that which is
good, in order to build him up. 3 For even
Christ did not please himself. Instead, it
was just as it is written, “The insults of
those who insulted you fell on me.” 4

For whatever was previously written was
written for our instruction, in order that
through patience and through encourage-
ment of the scriptures wewould have con-

fidence. 5 Now may the God of patience
and of encouragement grant you to be of
the same mind with each other according
to Christ Jesus. 6 May he do this in order
that with one mind you may praise with
onemouth the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
7 Therefore receive one another, even as
Christ also received you, to the praise of
God. 8 For I say that Christ has beenmade
a servant of the circumcision in behalf of
the truth of God. He did this so that he
might confirm the promises given to the
fathers, 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify
God for his mercy. It is as it is written,

”Therefore I will give praise to you
among the Gentiles

and sing praise to your name.”
10 Again it says,

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
11 And again,

”Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;

let all the peoples praise him.”
12 Again, Isaiah says,

”There will be the root of Jesse,

and the one who will arise to rule over
the Gentiles.

The Gentiles will have confidence in
him.”
13 Now may the God of confidence fill you
with all joy and peace for believing, so
that youmay abound in confidence, by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
14 I myself am also convinced about you,
my brothers. I am convinced that also you
yourselves are full of goodness, filledwith
all knowledge. I am convinced that you
are also able to exhort one another. 15

But I amwritingmore boldly to you about
some things in order to remind you again,
because of the gift that was given me by
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God. 16 This gift was that I should be a ser-
vant of Christ Jesus sent to the Gentiles, to
offer as a priest the gospel of God. I should
do this so that the offering of the Gentiles
might become acceptable, consecrated by
the Holy Spirit. 17 So my delight is in
Christ Jesus and in the things of God. 18 For
I will not dare to speak of anything except
what Christ has accomplished throughme
for the obedience of the Gentiles. These
are things done by word and action, 19 by
the power of signs and wonders, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit. This was so
that from Jerusalem, and round about as
far as Illyricum, Imight fully carry out the
gospel of Christ. 20 In this way, my desire
has been to proclaim the gospel, but not
where Christ is known by name, in order
that I might not build upon another man’s
foundation. 21 It is as it is written:

”Those to whom no tidings of him came
will see him,

and those who have not heard will un-
derstand.”
22 Therefore I was also hindered many
times from coming to you. 23 But now, I
no longer have any place in these regions,
and I have been longing for many years
to come to you. 24 So whenever I go to
Spain, I hope to see you in passing, and to
be sent on my way by you, after I enjoy
your company for awhile. 25 But now I am
going to Jerusalem to serve the believers.
26 For it was the good pleasure of Mace-
donia and Achaia to make a certain con-
tribution to the poor among the believers
who are in Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it was their
good pleasure, and, indeed, they are their
debtors. For if the Gentiles have shared in
their spiritual things, they owe it to them
also to serve them in material things. 28

Therefore, when I have accomplished this
and have certified this fruit to them, I will
go on by way of you to Spain. 29 I know
that, when I come to you, I will come in

the fullness of the blessing of Christ.
30 Now I urge you, brothers, by our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me. 31 Pray that I may
be rescued from those who are disobe-
dient in Judea, and that my service for
Jerusalemmay be acceptable to the believ-
ers. 32 Pray that I may come to you in joy
through the will of God, and that I may, to-
gether with you, find rest. 33 May the God
of peace be with you all. Amen.

Chapter 16
1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister,
who is a servant of the church that is in
Cenchrea, 2 in order that you may receive
her in the Lord. Do this in a manner wor-
thy of the believers, and stand by her in
whatever matter she may have need of
you. For she herself as well has become
a helper of many, and of myself as well.
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who for my
life risked their own lives. I give thanks
to them, and not only I, but also all the
churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet the
church that is in their house. Greet
Epaenetus my beloved, who is the first-
fruit of Asia to Christ. 6 Greet Mary,
who has worked hard for you. 7 Greet
Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen, and
my fellow prisoners. They are promi-
nent among the apostles, who also were
in Christ beforeme. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my
beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our
fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my
beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, the approved in
Christ. Greet those who are of the house-
hold of Aristobulus. 11 GreetHerodion,my
kinsman. Greet those of the household of
Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12 Greet
Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who work hard
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in the Lord. Greet Persis the beloved, who
has workedmuch in the Lord. 13 Greet Ru-
fus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother
and mine. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon,
Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the broth-
ers who are with them. 15 Greet Philolo-
gus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and all the believers who are
with them. 16 Greet one another with a
holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet
you.
17 Now I urge you, brothers, to think about
those who are causing the divisions and
stumbling. They are going beyond the
teaching that you have learned. Turn
away from them. 18 For people such as
these do not serve our Lord Christ, but
their own stomach. By their smooth and
flattering speech they deceive the hearts
of the innocent. 19 For your example
of obedience reaches everyone. I rejoice,
therefore, over you, but I want you to be
wise as to thatwhich is good, and innocent
to that which is evil. 20 The God of peace
will soon crush Satan under your feet.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.
21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you,
and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my kins-
men. 22 I, Tertius, who write this epistle
down, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius,
the host for me and for the whole church,
greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the
city, greets you, with Quartus the brother.
24a

25 Now to him who is able to make you
stand according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that has been
kept secret from long ago, 26 but that now
has been revealed and made known by
the prophetic scriptures according to the
command of the eternal God, for the obe-
dience of faith among all the Gentiles. 27

To the onlywise God, through Jesus Christ,

be the glory forever. Amen.
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16:24 aThe best ancient copies omit this
verse. (See Rom. 16:20). v. 24 May the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all. Amen.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, called by Christ Jesus to be an
apostle by the will of God, and Sosthenes
our brother, 2 to the church of God at
Corinth, to those who have been sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus, who are called to be
holy people. We are also writing to all
who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place, their Lord and ours.
3 May grace and peace be to you from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I always give thanks to my God for you
because of the grace of God that Christ Je-
sus gave to you. 5 He has made you rich
in every way, in all speech and with all
knowledge, 6 just as the testimony about
Christ has been confirmed as true among
you. 7 Therefore you lack no spiritual
gift as you eagerly wait for the revelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you will
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 God is faithful, who called you
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
10 Now I urge you, brothers, through the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
all agree, and that there be no divisions
among you. I urge that you be joined to-
gether with the same mind and by the
same purpose. 11 For it has been made
clear to me, my brothers, by Chloe’s peo-
ple that there are factions among you. 12

I mean this: Each one of you says, “I am
with Paul,” or “I am with Apollos,” or “I
am with Cephas,” or “I am with Christ.”
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Were you baptized in the name
of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized
none of you, except Crispus and Gaius. 15

Thiswas so that no onewould say that you
were baptized intomyname. 16 (I also bap-
tized the household of Stephanas. Beyond
that, I do not know if I baptized any oth-
ers.) 17 For Christ did not send me to bap-
tize but to preach the gospel. He did not
send me to preach with words of human
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ should
not be emptied of its power.
18 For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are dying. But
among those whom God is saving, it is the
power of God. 19 For it is written,

”I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.

I will frustrate the understanding of the
intelligent.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is
the scholar? Where is the debater of this
world? Has not God turned the wisdom
of the world into foolishness? 21 Since
the world in its wisdom did not know
God, it pleased God through the foolish-
ness of preaching to save those who be-
lieve. 22 For Jews ask for miraculous
signs and Greeks seek wisdom. 23 But we
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Greeks. 24 But
to those whom God has called, both Jews
andGreeks, wepreachChrist as the power
and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolish-
ness of God is wiser than people, and the
weakness of God is stronger than people.
26 Look at your calling, brothers. Not
many of you were wise by human stan-
dards. Not many of you were powerful.
Not many of you were of noble birth. 27

But God chose the foolish things of the
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world to shame the wise. God chose what
is weak in the world to shame what is
strong. 28 God chose what is low and de-
spised in the world. He even chose things
that are regarded as nothing, to bring to
nothing things that are held as valuable.
29 He did this so that no one would have a
reason to boast before him. 30 Because of
what God did, now you are in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God. He
became our righteousness, holiness, and
redemption. 31 As a result, as scripture
says, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”

Chapter 2
1 When I came to you, brothers, I did not
comewith eloquence of speech orwisdom
as I proclaimed hidden truths about God.
a 2 For I decided to know nothing when I
was among you except Jesus Christ, and
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in
weakness, and in fear, and in much trem-
bling. 4 And my message and my procla-
mation were not with persuasive words
of wisdom. Instead, they were with the
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faithmight not be in the wis-
dom of humans, but in the power of God.
6 Nowwe do speakwisdomamong thema-
ture, but not the wisdom of this world, or
of the rulers of this age, who are passing
away. 7 Instead, we speak God’s wisdom
in hidden truth, the hidden wisdom that
God predestined before the ages for our
glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age
knew this wisdom, for if they had under-
stood it at that time, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is
written,

”Things that no eye has seen,

no ear has heard,

no mind has imagined,

the things that God has prepared for
those who love him.”
10 These are the things that God has re-
vealed to us through the Spirit. For the
Spirit searches everything, even the deep
things of God. 11 For who knows a per-
son’s thoughts except the spirit of the per-
son in him? So also, no one knows the
deep things of God except the Spirit of
God. 12 Butwe did not receive the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
so that we might know the things freely
given to us by God. 13 We speak about
these things in words that man’s wisdom
cannot teach, but which the Spirit teaches
us. The Spirit interprets spiritual words
with spiritual wisdom. 14 The unspiritual
person does not receive the things that be-
long to the Spirit of God, for they are fool-
ishness to him. He cannot know them be-
cause they are spiritually discerned. 15

The one who is spiritual judges all things,
but he is not subject to the judgment of oth-
ers.

16 “For who can know the mind of the
Lord, that he can instruct him?”

But we have the mind of Christ.

2:1 aMany other versions read, as I pro-
claimed the testimony about God.

Chapter 3
1 And I, brothers, could not speak to you as
spiritual people, but instead as to fleshly
people, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you
milk and notmeat, for youwere not ready
formeat. And even nowyou are not ready.
3 For you are still fleshly. For where jeal-
ousy and strife exist among you, are you
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not living according to the flesh, and are
you not walking by human standards? 4

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and
another says, “I follow Apollos,” are you
not living as human beings? 5 Who then
is Apollos? And who is Paul? Servants
through whom you believed, to each of
whom the Lord gave tasks. 6 I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
7 So then, neither he who plants nor he
who waters is anything. But it is God who
gives the growth. 8 Now he who plants
and he who waters are one, and each will
receive his own wages according to his
own labor. 9 Forwe are God’s fellowwork-
ers. You are God’s garden, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God that was
given to me as a skilled master builder, I
laid a foundation and another is building
on it. But let each man be careful how he
builds on it. 11 For no one can lay a foun-
dation other than the one that has been
laid, that is, Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13

his work will be revealed, for the daylight
will reveal it. For it will be revealed in
fire. The fire will test the quality of what
each one had done. 14 If anyone’s work
remains, he will receive a reward; 15 but
if anyone’s work is burned up, he will suf-
fer loss, but he himself will be saved, as
though escaping through fire.

16 Do you not know that you are God’s tem-
ple and that the Spirit of God lives in you?
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God
will destroy that person. For God’s temple
is holy, and so are you.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone
among you thinks he is wise in this age, let
him become a “fool” that he may become
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written,

“He catches thewise in their craftiness.”

20 And again,

“The Lord knows that the reasoning of
the wise is futile.”
21 So no more boasting about people! For
all things are yours, 22 whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come.
All things are yours, 23 andyouare Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s.

Chapter 4
1 This is how a person should regard us, as
servants of Christ and stewards of the hid-
den truths of God. 2 In this connection, it
is a requirement for stewards that they be
trustworthy. 3 But forme it is a very small
thing that I should be judged by you or by
any human court. For I do not even judge
myself. 4 I am not aware of any charge
being made against me, but that does not
mean I am innocent. It is the Lord who
judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce
judgment about anything before the time,
before the Lord comes. He will bring to
light the hidden things of darkness and re-
veal the purposes of the heart. Then each
one will receive his praise from God.
6 Now, brothers, I applied these principles
to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so
that from us youmight learn the meaning
of the saying,

“Do not go beyond what is written.”

This is so that none of you may be puffed
up in favor of one against the other. 7 For
who sees any difference between you and
others? What do youhave that youdidnot
freely receive? If you have freely received
it, why do you boast as if you had not done
so? 8 Already you have all you could
want! Already you have become rich! You
began to reign—and that quite apart from
us! Indeed, I wish you did reign, so that
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we could reign with you. 9 For I think God
has put us apostles on display as the last
in line in a procession and like men sen-
tenced to death. We have become a spec-
tacle to the world—to angels, and to hu-
man beings. 10 We are fools for Christ’s
sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are
weak, but you are strong. You are held
in honor, but we are held in dishonor. 11

Up to this present hourwe are hungry and
thirsty, we are poorly clothed, we are bru-
tally beaten, and we are homeless. 12 We
work hard, working with our own hands.
When we are reviled, we bless. When
we are persecuted, we endure. 13 When
we are slandered, we speakwith kindness.
We have become, and are still considered
to be, the refuse of the world and the filth-
iest of all things.
14 I do not write these things to shame
you, but to correct you as my beloved chil-
dren. 15 For even if you have ten thousand
guardians in Christ, you do not havemany
fathers. For I became your father in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. 16 So I urge you
to be imitators of me. 17 That is why I
sent you Timothy, my beloved and faith-
ful child in the Lord. He will remind you
of my ways in Christ, just as I teach them
everywhere and in every church. 18 Now
some of you have become arrogant, acting
as though Iwere not coming to you. 19 But
I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills.
Then I will know not merely the talk of
these who are so arrogant, but I will see
their power. 20 For the kingdom of God
does not consist in talk but in power. 21

What do you want? Shall I come to you
with a rod or with love and in a spirit of
gentleness?

Chapter 5
1Weheard a report that there is sexual im-
morality among you, a kind of immoral-

ity that is not even permitted among the
Gentiles. The report is that one of you is
sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you
are so arrogant! Should you notmourn in-
stead? The one who did this must be re-
moved from among you. 3 For, although
I am absent in body but still present in
spirit, I have already judged the one who
did this, just as though I were there. 4

When you gather together in the name
of our Lord Jesus, and my spirit is there
as well in the power of our Lord Jesus, I
have already judged this person. 5 I have
done this to hand this man over to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, so that his
spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not
know that a little yeast leavens the whole
loaf? 7 Cleanse yourselves of the old yeast
so that you may be new dough, so that
you may be unleavened bread. For Christ,
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8

So let us then celebrate the festival, not
with the old yeast, the yeast of bad behav-
ior and wickedness. Instead, let us cele-
bratewith the unleavened bread of sincer-
ity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to asso-
ciate with sexually immoral people. 10 In
no way did I mean the immoral people of
this world, or the greedy, or swindlers, or
idolaters, since to stay away from them
you would need to go out of the world. 11

But now I am writing to you not to asso-
ciate with anyone who is called a brother
but who is living in sexual immorality,
or who is greedy, or is an idolater, or is
verbally abusive, or is a drunkard, or a
swindler. Do not even eat a meal with
such a person. 12 For how am I involved
with judging those who are outside the
church? Instead, are you not to judge
those who are inside the church? 13 But
God judges those who are on the outside.

“Remove the evil person from among
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you.”

Chapter 6
1 When one of you has a dispute with an-
other, does he dare to go to the civil court
before an unbelieving judge, rather than
before the believers? 2 Do you not know
that the believers will judge the world?
And if you will judge the world, are you
not able to settle unimportant matters? 3

Do you not know that we will judge the
angels? How much more, then, can we
judge matters of this life? 4 If then you
have to make judgments that pertain to
daily life, why do you lay such cases as
these before those who have no standing
in the church? 5 I say this to your shame.
Is there no one among you wise enough
to settle a dispute between brothers? 6

But as it stands, one believer goes to court
against another believer, and that case
is placed before a judge who is an unbe-
liever! 7 The fact that there are any dis-
putes at all between Christians is already
a defeat for you. Whynot rather suffer the
wrong? Why not rather allow yourselves
to be cheated? 8 But you have wronged
and cheated others, and these are your
own brothers! 9 Do you not know that
the unrighteous will not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not believe lies. The sex-
ually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, male
prostitutes, those who practice homosex-
uality, 10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards,
slanderers, and swindlers—none of them
will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And
such were some of you. But you have
been cleansed, you have been sanctified,
you have beenmade right with God in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.
12 “Everything is lawful for me,” but not
everything is beneficial. “Everything is

lawful for me,” but I will not be mastered
by any of them. 13 “Food is for the stom-
ach, and the stomach is for food,” but God
will do away with both of them. The body
is not intended for sexual immorality. In-
stead, the body is for the Lord, and the
Lord will provide for the body. 14 God
both raised the Lord and will also raise us
up by his power. 15 Do you not know that
your bodies are members of Christ? Shall
I then take away the members of Christ
and join them to a prostitute? May it not
be! 16 Do you not know that he who is
joined to a prostitute becomes one flesh
with her? As scripture says, “The two will
become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined
to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
18 Run away from sexual immorality! Ev-
ery other sin that a person commits is out-
side the body, but the sexually immoral
person sins against his own body. 19 Do
you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit, who lives within you,
whom you have from God? Do you not
know that you are not your own? 20 For
you were bought with a price. Therefore
glorify God with your body. a

6:20 aSome older copies read, Therefore
glorify God with your body and in your
spirit, which belong to God. But the best
copies do not have this reading.

Chapter 7
1 Now concerning the issues you wrote
about: “It is good for a man not to touch
a woman.” 2 But because of temptations
for many immoral acts, each man should
have his own wife, and each woman
should have her own husband. 3 The
husband should give to the wife her con-
jugal rights, and likewise the wife to her
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husband. 4 It is not the wife who has au-
thority over her own body, it is the hus-
band. And likewise, the husband does not
have authority over his own body, but the
wife does. 5 Do not deprive each other,
except bymutual agreement and for a spe-
cific period of time. Do this so that you
may devote yourselves to prayer. Then
you should come together again, so that
Satan may not tempt you because of your
lack of self-control.

6 But I say these things to you as a conces-
sion and not as a command. 7 I wish that
everyone were as I am. But each one has
his own gift from God. One has this kind
of gift, and another that kind. 8 To the
unmarried and to widows I say that it is
good for them if they remain unmarried,
as I am. 9 But if they cannot exercise self-
control, they should marry. For it is better
for them to marry than to burn with pas-
sion. 10 Now to the married I give this
command—not I, but the Lord: “The wife
should not separate from her husband.”
11 But if she does separate from her hus-
band, she should remain unmarried or
else be reconciled to him. And “The hus-
band should not divorce his wife.” 12 But
to the rest I say—I, not the Lord—that if
any brother has a wife who is an unbe-
liever, and if she is content to live with
him, he should not divorce her. 13 If a
woman has an unbelieving husband, and
if he is content to live with her, she should
not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving
husband is set apart because of his wife,
and the unbelieving wife is set apart be-
cause of the brother. Otherwise your chil-
dren would be unclean, but actually they
are set apart. 15 But if the non-Christian
partner departs, let him go. In such cases,
the brother or sister is not bound to their
vows. God has called us to live in peace.
16 For how do you know, woman, whether
you will save your husband? Or how do
you know, man, whether you will save

your wife? 17 Only let each one live the
life the Lord has assigned him, each as
God has called him. This is my rule in all
the churches. 18 Was anyone circumcised
when he was called to believe? He should
not try to appear uncircumcised. Was any-
one uncircumcised when he was called to
faith? He should not be circumcised. 19

For it is neither circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision that matters. What matters is
obeying the commandments of God. 20

Each one should remain in the calling he
was in when God called him to believe. 21
Were you a slave when God called you?
Do not be concerned about it. But if you
can become free, take advantage of it. 22

For someone who is called by the Lord as
a slave is the Lord’s freeman. Likewise
the one who was free when he was called
to believe is Christ’s slave. 23 You have
been bought with a price, so do not be-
come slaves of men. 24 Brothers, in what-
ever life each of us was in when we were
called to believe, let us remain like that.

25 Now concerning those who never mar-
ried, I have no commandment from the
Lord. But I givemyopinion as onewho, by
the Lord’s mercy, is trustworthy. 26 There-
fore, I think that because of the impend-
ing crisis, it is good for a man to remain
as he is. 27 Are you bound to a woman?
Do not seek to be free of her. Are you
free of a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28

But if you do marry, you have not com-
mitted a sin. And if an unmarried woman
marries, she has committed no sin. Yet
those who marry will have many kinds of
trouble while living, and I would like to
spare you from them. 29 But this I say,
brothers: The time is short. From now on,
let those who have wives live as though
they had none. 30 Those who weep should
act as though they were not weeping, and
thosewho rejoice as though theywere not
rejoicing, and those who are buying any-
thing as though they did not possess any-
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thing. 31 And those who make use of the
world should not act as though they are
making total use of it, for the system of
this world is coming to an end. 32 I would
like you to be free from worries. The
unmarried man is concerned about the
things of the Lord, how to please him. 33

But the married man is concerned about
the things of the world, how to please his
wife— 34 he is divided. The unmarried
woman or the virgin is concerned about
the things of the Lord, how to be set apart
in body and in spirit. But the married
woman is concerned about the things of
the world, how to please her husband. 35

I say this for your own benefit, and not to
put any constraint on you. I say this for
what is right, so that you may be devoted
to the Lord without any distraction. 36

But if anyone thinks that he is not treating
his fiancée with respect—if she is beyond
the age of marriage and it must be so—he
should do what he wants. He is not sin-
ning. They should marry. 37 But if he is
standing firm in his heart, if he is not un-
der pressure but can control his own will,
and if he has decided in his own heart to
do this, to keep his own fiancée a virgin,
he will do well. 38 So the one who mar-
ries his fiancée doeswell, and the onewho
chooses not to marry will do even better.
39 A woman is bound to her husband for
as long as he lives. But if her husband dies,
she is free tomarry whomever shewishes
to marry, but only in the Lord. 40 Yet in
my judgment she would be happier if she
lives as she is. And I think that I also have
the Spirit of God.

Chapter 8
1 Now about food sacrificed to idols:
We know that “we all have knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2
If anyone thinks he knows something, that

person does not yet know as he should
know. 3 But if anyone loves God, that per-
son is known by him. 4 So about eat-
ing food sacrificed to idols: We know that
“an idol in this world is nothing” and “that
there is no God but one.” 5 For maybe so-
called gods do exist, either in heaven or on
earth, just as there are many “gods” and
many “lords.”

6 Yet for us,

”There is only one God the Father,

from him are all things, and for whom
we live,

and one Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom all things exist, and
through whom we exist.”

7 However, this knowledge is not in every-
one. Instead, some previously practiced
idol worship, and they eat this food as
if it were something sacrificed to an idol.
Their conscience is thereby corrupted be-
cause it is weak. 8 But food will not
present us to God. We are not worse if we
do not eat, nor better if we do eat it. 9 But
take care that your freedom does not be-
come a reason for someone who is weak
in faith to stumble. 10 For suppose that
someone sees you, who have knowledge,
eating a meal in an idol’s temple. Is not
his weak conscience emboldened to eat
what is offered to idols? 11 So because of
your understanding about the true nature
of idols, the weaker one, the brother for
whom Christ died, is destroyed. 12 Thus,
when you sin against your brothers and
wound their weak consciences, you sin
against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes
my brother to stumble, I will never eat
meat again, so that I may not cause my
brother to fall.
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Chapter 9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have
I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not
my workmanship in the Lord? 2 If I am
not an apostle to others, at least I am to
you. For you are the proof of my apostle-
ship in the Lord. 3 This is my defense
to those who examine me: 4 Do we not
have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do we
not have the right to take along with us
a wife who is a believer, as do the rest of
the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord,
and Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and
I who must work? 7 Who serves as a
soldier at his own expense? Who plants
a vineyard and does not eat its fruit? Or
who tends a flock and does not drink milk
from it? 8 Do I say these things based on
human authority? Does not the law also
say this? 9 For it is written in the law
of Moses, “Do not put a muzzle on an ox
when it is treading out the grain.” Is it re-
ally the oxen that God cares about? 10 Is
he not speaking about us? It was written
for us, because the one who plows should
plow in hope, and the one who threshes
should thresh in the expectation of shar-
ing in the harvest. 11 If we sowed spiri-
tual things among you, is it too much for
us to reap material things from you? 12

If others exercised this right from you, do
we not have even more? Nevertheless,
we did not claim this right. Instead, we
endured everything rather than be a hin-
drance to the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you
not know that those who serve in the tem-
ple get their food from the temple? Do you
not know that those who serve at the altar
share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In
the same way, the Lord commanded that
those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living from the gospel. 15 But I have
not claimed any of these rights. And I do
not write this so somethingmight be done
for me. I would rather die than anyone

deprive me of this boast. 16 For if I preach
the gospel, I have no reason for boasting,
because I must do this. And woe be to me
if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I
do this willingly, I have a reward. But if
not willingly, I still have a responsibility
that was entrusted to me. 18 What then is
my reward? That when I preach, I may of-
fer the gospel without charge and so not
take full use of my right in the gospel. 19

For though I am free from all, I became
a servant to all, in order that I might win
more. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew,
in order to win Jews. To those under the
law, I became like one under the law in
order to win those under the law. I did
this even though I myself was not under
the law. a 21 To those outside the law, I
became like one outside the law, although
I was not outside the law of God myself,
but under the law of Christ. I did this so
that I may win those outside the law. 22

To the weak I became weak, so that I may
win the weak. I have become all things
to all people, so that I may by all means
save some. 23 I do all things for the gospel’s
sake, so that I may participate in its bless-
ings. 24 Do you not know that in a race all
the runners run the race, but that only one
receives the prize? So run towin the prize.
25 An athlete exercises self-control in all
his training. They do it to receive awreath
that is perishable, but we run so that we
might receive an imperishable wreath. 26
Therefore I do not runwithout purpose or
box by beating the air. 27 But I subdue my
body and make it a slave, so that after I
have preached to others, I myself may not
be disqualified.

9:20 aThe ULB and UDB read, I did this
even though I was not under the law my-
self. Some older versions leave this pas-
sage out.
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Chapter 10
1 I want you to know, brothers, that our
fathers were all under the cloud and all
passed through the sea. 2 All were bap-
tized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food.
4 All drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank from a spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and that rock was Christ. 5

But God was not well pleased with most
of them, and their corpses were scattered
about in the wilderness. 6 Now these
things were examples for us, so we would
not long for evil things as they did. 7

Do not be idolaters, as some of themwere.
This is as it is written, “The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.” 8 Let us not commit sexual im-
morality, as many of them did. In one
day, twenty-three thousand people died
because of it. 9 Neither let us put Christ
to the test, as many of them did and were
destroyed by snakes. 10 Also do not grum-
ble, as many of them did and were de-
stroyed by an angel of death. 11 Now
these things happened to them as exam-
ples for us. They were written for our
instruction—for us on whom the end of
the ages has come. 12 Therefore let any-
one who thinks he stands be careful that
he does not fall. 13 No temptation has over-
taken you that is not common to all hu-
manity. Instead, God is faithful. He will
not let you be tempted beyond your abil-
ity. With the temptation he will also pro-
vide the way of escape, so that youmay be
able to endure it.

14 Therefore, my loved ones, run away
from idolatry. 15 I speak to you as thought-
ful people, so you may judge what I say.
16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it
not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The
bread that we break, is it not a sharing in
the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one

loaf of bread, we who are many are one
body. We all take of one loaf of bread to-
gether. 18 Look at the people of Israel:
are not those who eat the sacrifices partic-
ipants in the altar? 19 What am I saying
then? That an idol is anything? Or that
food sacrificed to an idol is anything? 20

But I say about the things the Gentile pa-
gans sacrifice, that they offer these things
to demons and not to God. I do not want
you to be participants with demons! 21

You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and
the cup of demons. You cannot have fel-
lowship at the table of the Lord and the
table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the
Lord to jealousy? Arewe stronger than he
is?

23 “Everything is lawful,” but not every-
thing is beneficial. “Everything is lawful,”
but not everything builds people up. 24 No
one should seek his own good. Instead,
each one should seek the good of his neigh-
bor. 25 Youmayeatwhatever is sold in the
market, without questions of conscience.
26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the full-
ness of it.” 27 If an unbeliever invites you
to eat ameal, and youwish to go, eat what-
ever is set before youwithout asking ques-
tions of conscience. 28 But if someone
says to you, “This food was from a pagan
sacrifice,” do not eat it. This is for the
sake of the onewho informed you, and for
the sake of conscience. a 29 I do not mean
your own conscience, but the other per-
son’s conscience. For why should my free-
dom be judged by another’s conscience?
30 If I partake of the meal with gratitude,
why am I being insulted for that for which
I gave thanks? 31 Therefore, whether you
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews
or to Greeks, or to the church of God. 33 I
try to please all people in all things. I do
not seek my benefit, but that of the many.
I do this so that they may be saved.

200



1 Corinthians

10:28 aSome older copies add, For the
earth and everything in it belong to the
Lord. But the best copies do not have this.

Chapter 11
1 Be imitators of me, just as I am an imita-
tor of Christ.
2 Now I praise you because you remember
me in everything. I praise you because
you hold fast to the traditions just as I de-
livered them to you. 3 Now I want you
to understand that Christ is the head of
every man, that a man is the head of a
woman, and that God is the head of Christ.
4 Any man who prays or prophesies with
his head covered dishonors his head. 5

But any woman who prays or prophesies
with her head uncovered dishonors her
head. For it is one and the same thing as
if her head were shaved. 6 For if a woman
will not cover her head, she should cut her
hair short. If it is disgraceful for a woman
to have her hair cut off or for her to shave
her head, let her cover her head. 7 For
a man should not have his head covered,
since he is the image and glory of God.
But the woman is the glory of the man. 8

For man was not made from woman. In-
stead, woman was made from man. 9

For neither was man created for woman.
Instead, woman was created for man. 10

This is why the woman ought to have a
symbol of authority on her head, because
of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord,
the woman is not independent from the
man, nor is theman independent from the
woman. 12 For as the woman comes from
the man, so does the man come from the
woman. And all things come from God.
13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a
woman to pray to God with her head un-
covered? 14 Does not even nature itself

teach you that if amanhas long hair, it is a
disgrace for him? 15 Does not nature teach
you that if a woman has long hair, it is her
glory? For her hair has been given to her
as a covering. 16 But if anyone wants to ar-
gue about this, we do not have any other
practice, nor do the churches of God.

17 But in the following instructions, I do
not praise you. For when you come to-
gether, it is not for the better but for the
worse. 18 For in the first place, I hear that
when you come together in the church,
there are divisions among you, and in part
I believe it. 19 For there must also be fac-
tions among you, so that those who are
approved may be recognized among you.
20 For when you come together, it is not
the Lord’s Supper that you eat. 21 When
you eat, each one eats his own food before
the others have their meal. One is hun-
gry, and another becomes drunk. 22 Do
you not have houses to eat and to drink
in? Do you despise the church of God and
humiliate those who have nothing? What
should I say to you? Should I praise you?
I will not praise you for this! 23 For I re-
ceived from the Lord what I also passed
on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night
when he was betrayed, took bread. 24 Af-
ter he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is for you.
Do this to remember me.” 25 In the same
way he took the cup after supper, and
he said, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this as often as you drink
it, to remember me.” 26 For every time
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner, will be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine
himself first, and in this way let him eat
of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For
he who eats and drinks without discern-
ing the body, eats and drinks judgment to
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himself. 30 That is why many among you
are weak and ill, and some of you have
fallen asleep. 31 But if we examine our-
selves, we will not be judged. 32 But when
we are judged by the Lord, we are disci-
plined, so that we may not be condemned
along with the world. 33 Therefore, my
brothers, when you come together to eat,
wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hun-
gry, let him eat at home, so that when you
come together it will not be for judgment.
And about the other things you wrote, I
will give directions when I come.

Chapter 12
1 About spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not
want you to be uninformed. 2 You know
that when you were pagans, you were
led astray to voiceless idols, in whatever
ways you were led by them. 3 Therefore I
want you to know that no one who speaks
by the Spirit of God can say, “Jesus is ac-
cursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,”
except by the Holy Spirit.
4 Now there are different gifts, but the
same Spirit. 5 And there are different min-
istries, but the same Lord. 6 And there
are different kinds of work, but it is the
same God whomakes them possible in ev-
eryone. 7 Now to each one is given the
outward display of the Spirit for the ben-
efit of all. 8 For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom, and to another
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit.
9 To another is given faith by the same
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit. 10 To another is given deeds
of power, and to another prophecy. To an-
other is given the ability to distinguish be-
tween spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, and to another the interpretation
of tongues. 11 But the one and the same
Spirit works in all of these, giving the gifts
to each one individually, as he chooses.

12 For as the body is one and has many
members and all are members of the
same body, so it is with Christ. 13 For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
bound or free, and all were made to drink
of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not a sin-
gle member, but many. 15 If the foot says,
“Since I am not the hand, I am not part of
the body,” it is not any less a part of the
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Be-
cause I am not an eye, I am not part of the
body,” it is not any less a part of the body.
17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole bodywere an ear, where would the
sense of smell be? 18 But God arranged
each part of the body as he designed it.
19 And if they were all the same member,
where would the body be? 20 So now they
aremanymembers, but only one body. 21

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have
no need of you.” Nor does the head say
to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 But
the members of the body that appear to
be weaker are essential. 23 And the parts
of the body that we think are less hon-
orable, we give them greater honor, and
our unpresentable members have more
dignity. 24 Now our presentable members
have no need to be treated with dignity,
for they already have dignity. But God
has joined all the members together, and
he gave more honor to those that lacked
it. 25 He did this so there may be no di-
vision within the body, but that the mem-
bers should care for one another with the
same affection. 26 And when one member
suffers, all the members suffer together.
Or when one member is honored, all the
members rejoice together. 27 Now you are
the body of Christ and individually mem-
bers of it. 28 And God has appointed in
the church first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, then those who do power-
ful deeds, then gifts of healing, those who
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provide helps, those who do the work of
administration, and those who have var-
ious kinds of tongues. 29 Are all of them
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teach-
ers? Do all do powerful deeds? 30 Do all
of them have gifts of healing? Do all of
them speak with tongues? Do all of them
interpret tongues? 31 Zealously seek the
greater gifts. And I will show you a more
excellent way.

Chapter 13
1 Suppose that I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels. But if I do not have
love, I have become a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 Suppose that I have
the gift of prophecy and understand all
hidden truths and knowledge, and that I
have all faith so as to remove mountains.
But if I do not have love, I am nothing. 3

And suppose that I give all I own to feed
the poor, and that I give my body to be
burned. But if I do not have love, I gain
nothing. a 4 Love is patient and kind. Love
does not envy or boast. It is not arrogant
5 or rude. It is not self-serving. It is not
easily angered, nor does it keep a count
of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice in unrigh-
teousness. Instead, it rejoices in the truth.
7 Love bears all things, believes all things,
has confidence concerning all things, and
endures all things. 8 Love never ends. If
there are prophecies, they will pass away.
If there are tongues, they will cease. If
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9

For we know in part and we prophesy in
part. 10 But when the perfect comes, that
which is incomplete will pass away. 11

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.
When I became an adult, I put away child-
ish things. 12 For now we see indirectly
in a mirror, but then face to face. Now I
know in part, but then I will know fully

just as I have been fully known. 13 But
now these three remain: faith, future con-
fidence, and love. But the greatest of these
is love.

13:3 aThe ULB and UDB, together with
most versions, read, I give my body to be
burned. Some older versions read, I give
my body so that I might boast.

Chapter 14
1 Pursue love and be zealous for spiritual
gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2

For the one who speaks in a tongue does
not speak to people but to God. For no
one understands him because he speaks
hidden things in the Spirit. 3 But the
one who prophesies speaks to people to
build them up, to encourage them, and to
comfort them. 4 The one who speaks in
a tongue builds up himself, but the one
who prophesies builds up the church. 5

Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues.
But even more than that, I wish that you
would prophesy. The one who prophe-
sies is greater than the one who speaks
in tongues (unless someone interprets so
that the church may be built up). 6 But
now, brothers, if I come to you speaking
in tongues, how will I benefit you? I can-
not, unless I speak to you with revela-
tion, or knowledge, or prophecy, or teach-
ing. 7 If lifeless instruments are produc-
ing sounds—like the flute or the harp—
and they do not produce different tones,
howwill anyone knowwhat tune the flute
or harp is playing? 8 For if the trumpet is
played with an uncertain sound, how will
anyone know when it is time to prepare
for battle? 9 So it is with you. If you ut-
ter speech that is unintelligible, how will
anyone understand what you have said?
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You will be speaking, and no one will un-
derstand you. 10 There are doubtless
many different languages in the world,
and none is without meaning. 11 But if I
do not know the meaning of a language,
I will be a foreigner to the speaker, and
the speaker will be a foreigner to me. 12

Likewisewith you. Since you are eager for
themanifestations of the Spirit, be zealous
to abound in building up the church. 13

So the one who speaks in a tongue should
pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray
in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind
is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will
pray with my spirit, but I will also pray
with my mind. I will sing with my spirit,
and I will also sing with my mind. 16 Oth-
erwise, if you praise God with the spirit,
how will the outsider say “Amen” when
you are giving thanks if he does not know
what you are saying? 17 For you certainly
give thankswell enough, but the other per-
son is not built up. 18 I thank God that
I speak in tongues more than all of you.
19 But in the church I would rather speak
five words with my understanding so that
I might instruct others, than ten thousand
words in a tongue.
20 Brothers, do not be children in your
thinking. Rather, in regard to evil, be like
infants. But in your thinking be mature.
21 In the law it is written,

”By men of strange tongues and by the
lips of strangers

I will speak to this people.

Even then they will not hear me,”

says the Lord. 22 Therefore tongues are
a sign, not to believers, but to unbelievers.
But prophesying is for a sign, not for unbe-
lievers, but for believers. 23 If, therefore,
the whole church comes together and all
speak in tongues, and outsiders and unbe-
lievers come in, would they not say that
you are insane? 24 But if you all were

prophesying and an unbeliever or an out-
sider came in, he would be convicted by
all he hears. He would be judged by all
that is said. 25 The secrets of his heart
would be revealed. As a result, he would
fall on his face and worship God. He
would declare that God is really among
you.
26 What is next then, brothers? When you
come together, each one has a psalm, a
teaching, a revelation, a tongue, or an in-
terpretation. Do everything so that you
build up the church. 27 If anyone speaks
in a tongue, let there be two or at most
three, and each one in turn. And some-
one should interpret what is said. 28 But
if there is no one to interpret, let each of
them keep silent in the church. Let each
one speak to himself alone and to God. 29

Let two or three prophets speak, and let
the others listenwith discernment towhat
is said. 30 But if an insight is given to one
who is sitting in the service, let the one
who had been speaking be silent. 31 For
each of you can prophesy one by one so
that each onemay learn and allmay be en-
couraged. 32 For the spirits of the prophets
are under the control of the prophets. 33

For God is not a God of confusion, but of
peace.

This is the rule in all the churches of the
believers. 34 The women should keep
silent in the churches. For they are not
permitted to speak. Instead, they should
be in submission, as also the law says. 35

If there is anything they desire to learn,
let them ask their husbands at home. For
it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in
the church. 36 Did the word of God come
from you? Are you the only ones it has
reached?
37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet
or spiritual, he should acknowledge that
the things I write to you are a command
of the Lord. 38 But if anyone does not rec-
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ognize this, let him not be recognized. a

39 So then, brothers, earnestly desire to
prophesy, and do not forbid anyone from
speaking in tongues. 40 But let all things
be done properly and in order.

14:38 aMost versions, including the ULB
and UDB, read, But if anyone does not
recognize this, let him not be recognized.
Some older versions read, “But if anyone
is ignorant of this, let him be ignorant.”

Chapter 15
1 Now I remind you, brothers, of the
gospel I proclaimed to you, which you re-
ceived and on which you stand. 2 It is by
this gospel that you are being saved, if you
hold firmly to the word I preached to you,
unless you believed in vain. 3 For I deliv-
ered to you as of first importance what I
also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures, 4 that he was
buried, and that hewas raised on the third
day according to the scriptures. 5 And
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers at once. Most of
them are still alive, but some have fallen
asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, he ap-
peared to me, as if to a child born at the
wrong time. 9 For I am the least of the
apostles. I am unworthy to be called an
apostle because I persecuted the church of
God. 10 But by the grace of God I amwhat
I am, and his grace in me was not in vain.
Instead, I worked harder than all of them.
Yet it was not I, but the grace of God that
is with me. 11 Therefore whether it is I or
they, so we preach and so you believed.

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised
from the dead ones, how can some of you
say there is no resurrection of the dead?
13 But if there is no resurrection of the
dead, thennot even Christ has been raised.
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then
our preaching is in vain, and your faith
also is in vain. 15 And we are found to
be false witnesses about God, because we
testified against God, saying he raised up
Christ when he did not. 16 For if the dead
are not raised, not even Christ has been
raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is in vain and you are still in
your sins. 18 Then those who have died
in Christ have also perished. 19 If only in
this life we have confidence for the future
in Christ, of all people we are most to be
pitied.

20 But now Christ has been raised from
the dead ones, the firstfruits of those who
died. 21 For since death came by aman, by
a man also came the resurrection of the
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ will all bemade alive. 23 But each in
his own order: Christ, the firstfruits, and
then those who belong to Christ will be
made alive at his coming. 24 Then will
be the end, when Christ will hand over
the kingdom to God the Father. This is
when he will abolish all rule and all au-
thority and power. 25 For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. 27 For “he has put everything un-
der his feet.” But when it says “he has put
everything,” it is clear that this does not in-
clude the one who put everything in sub-
jection to himself. 28 When all things are
subjected to him, then the Sonhimselfwill
be subjected to the one who subjected ev-
erything to him. This will happen so that
God the Father may be all in all.

29 Or else what will those do who are bap-
tized for the dead? If the dead are not
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raised at all, why then are they baptized
for them? 30 And why are we in danger
every hour? 31 I die daily. That is what
I declare by my boasting in you, brothers,
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord. 32

What do I gain, from a human point of
view, if I fought with beasts at Ephesus, if
the dead are not raised? “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Be not
deceived: “Bad company corrupts good
morals.” 34 Sober up! Live righteously! Do
not keep sinning. For some of you have
no knowledge of God. I say this to your
shame.

35 But someone will say, “How are the
dead raised? And with what kind of body
will they come?” 36 You are so ignorant!
What you sowwill not start to growunless
it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the
body that will be, but a bare seed. It may
become wheat or something else. 38 But
God will give it a body as he chooses, and
to each seed its own body. 39 Not all flesh
is the same. Instead, there is one flesh of
human beings, and another flesh for ani-
mals, and another flesh for birds, and an-
other for fish. 40 There are also heavenly
bodies and earthly bodies. But the glory
of the heavenly body is one kind and the
glory of the earthly is another. 41 There is
one glory of the sun, and another glory of
the moon, and another glory of the stars.
For one star differs from another star in
glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of
the dead. What is sown is perishable, and
what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is
sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.
44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it
is written, “The first man Adam became a
living soul.” The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. 46 But the spiritual did not
come first but the natural, and then the
spiritual. 47 The first man is of the earth,

made of dust. The second man is from
heaven. 48 Just as the one made from dust
is, so also are those who are made of the
dust. And as the man of heaven is, so also
are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust,
we will also bear the image of the man of
heaven.
50 Now this I say, brothers, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.
Neither does what is perishable inherit
what is imperishable. 51 Look! I tell you
a secret truth: We will not all die, but we
will all be changed. 52 Wewill be changed
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imper-
ishable, and we will be changed. 53 For
this perishable body must put on what is
imperishable, and this mortal body must
put on immortality. 54 But when this per-
ishable body has put on what is imperish-
able, and when this mortal body has put
on immortality, then will come about the
saying that is written,

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55 ”Death, where is your victory?

Death, where is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power
of sin is the law. 57 But thanks to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Je-
sus Christ! 58 Therefore, my dear broth-
ers, be steadfast and immovable. Always
abound in the work of the Lord, because
you know that your work in the Lord is
not in vain.

Chapter 16
1 Now concerning the collection for the
believers, as I directed the churches of
Galatia, so you are to do. 2 On the first
day of the week, each of you is to put
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something aside and store it up as you
are able. Do this so that there will be no
collections when I come. 3 And when
I arrive, whomever you approve, I will
send with letters to deliver your offering
to Jerusalem. 4 And if it is appropriate for
me to go also, they will go with me. 5

But Iwill come to youwhen I pass through
Macedonia. For I will pass through Mace-
donia. 6 Perhaps I may stay with you or
even spend the winter, so that you may
help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7

For I donotwish to see younow for a short
time. For I hope to spend some time with
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in
Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a wide door
has opened forme, and there aremany ad-
versaries.
10 Now when Timothy comes, see that he
is with you unafraid, for he is doing the
work of the Lord, as I am doing. 11 Let no
one despise him. Help him on his way in
peace, so that he may come to me. For I
am expecting him to come along with the
brothers. 12 Now concerning our brother
Apollos, I strongly encouraged him to visit
youwith the brothers. But it was not at all
his will that he come now. However, he
will come when the time is right.
13 Be watchful, stand fast in the faith, act
like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do
be done in love.
15 You know the household of Stephanas,
that theywere the first converts in Achaia,
and that they have set themselves to the
service of the believers. Now I urge you,
brothers, 16 to be in submission to such
people and to everyone who helps in the
work and labors with us. 17 And I re-
joice at the coming of Stephanas, Fortuna-
tus, and Achaicus. They have made up for
your absence. 18 For they have refreshed
my spirit and yours. So then, recognize
people like this.
19 The churches of Asia send greetings to

you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you in the
Lord, with the church that is in their home.
20 All the brothers greet you. Greet one an-
other with a holy kiss.
21 I, Paul, write this with my own hand. 22
If any one does not love the Lord, may he
be accursed. Our Lord, come! 23 The grace
of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love
be with you all in Christ Jesus. a
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2 Corinthians

16:24 aSome older versions add, Amen.
But many newer ones, including the ULB
and UDB, leave it out.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the
will of God, and Timothy our brother, to
the church of God that is in Corinth, and
to all the believers in the entire region of
Achaia. 2 May grace be to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3 May the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ be praised. He is the Father of
mercies and the God of all comfort. 4 God
comforts us in all our affliction, so that
we can comfort those who are in any af-
fliction. We comfort others with the same
comfort that God used to comfort us. 5

For just as the sufferings of Christ abound
for our sake, so also our comfort abounds
through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it
is for your comfort and salvation. And if
we are comforted, it is for your comfort.
Your comfort is working effectively when
you patiently share in the same sufferings
that we also suffer. 7 And our confidence
about you is certain. We know that as you
also share the sufferings, you also share
the comfort. 8 For we do not want you
to be ignorant, brothers, about the trou-
bles we had in Asia. We were completely
crushed beyond what we could bear, so
much that we did not even hope to live
any longer. 9 Indeed, we had the sentence
of death onus. But thatwas tomakeus not
put our trust in ourselves, but instead in

God, who raises the dead. 10He rescued us
from such a deadly peril, and he will res-
cue us again. We have set our confidence
in him that he will deliver us yet again. 11

He will do this as you also help us by your
prayer. Then many will give thanks on
our behalf for the gracious favor given to
us through the prayers of many.
12 We are proud of this: the testimony of
our conscience. For it is in pure motives
and sincerity that comes from God that
we have conducted ourselves in theworld.
We have done this all the more with you—
not in earthly wisdom, but by the grace of
God. 13 We do not write to you anything
you cannot read or understand. I hope
that, 14 just as you have understood us in
part, we will be your reason for boasting
on the day of our Lord Jesus, just as you
will be our reason to boast.
15 Because I was confident about this, I
wanted to come to you first, so that you
might receive the benefit of two visits. 16

I was planning to visit you on my way to
Macedonia. Then I wanted to visit you
again on my trip from Macedonia, and
then for you to send me on my way to
Judea. 17 When I was thinking this way,
was I hesitating? Do I plan things accord-
ing to human standards, so that I say “Yes,
yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 But
just as God is faithful, we do not say both
“Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son of God, Je-
sus Christ, whom Silvanus, Timothy and
I proclaimed among you, is not “Yes” and
“No.” Instead, he is always “Yes.” 20 For
all the promises of God are “Yes” in him.
So also through him we say “Amen” to the
glory of God. 21 Now it is God who con-
firms us with you in Christ, and he com-
missioned us. 22 He set his seal on us and
gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a guar-
antee of what he would later give us.
23 Instead, I call God to bearwitness forme
that the reason I did not come to Corinth
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was so that I might spare you. 24 This
is not because we are trying to control
what your faith should be. Instead, we
are working with you for your joy, as you
stand in your faith.

Chapter 2
1 So I decided formyownpart that Iwould
not again come to you in painful circum-
stances. 2 If I caused you pain, who could
cheer me up but the very one who was
hurt byme? 3 Iwrote as I did in order that
when I came to you I might not be hurt by
those who should havemademe rejoice. I
have confidence about all of you that my
joy is the same joy you all have. 4 For I
wrote to you from great affliction, with
anguish of heart, and with many tears. I
did not want to cause you pain. Instead, I
wanted you to know the depth of the love
that I have for you.
5 If anyone has caused pain, he has
not caused it only to me, but in some
measure—not to put it too harshly—to all
of you. 6 This punishment of that person
by themajority is enough. 7 So now rather
than punishment, you should forgive and
comfort him. Do this so that he is not over-
whelmed by too much sorrow. 8 So I en-
courage you to publicly affirm your love
for him. 9 This was the reason I wrote, so
that I might test you and know whether
you are obedient in everything. 10 If
you forgive anyone, I forgive that person
as well. What I have forgiven—if I have
forgiven anything—it is forgiven for your
sake in the presence of Christ. 11 This is so
that Satan will not trick us. For we are not
ignorant of his plans.
12 A door was opened to me by the Lord
when I came to the city of Troas to preach
the gospel of Christ there. 13 Even so, I had
no peace of mind, because I did not find

my brother Titus there. So I left them and
returned to Macedonia.
14 Butmay thanks be to God, who in Christ
always leads us in triumph. Through us
he spreads the sweet aroma of the knowl-
edge of him everywhere. 15 For we are
to God the sweet aroma of Christ, both
among those who are saved and among
those who are perishing. 16 To the peo-
ple who are perishing, it is an aroma from
death to death. To the ones being saved, it
is an aroma from life to life. Who is wor-
thy of these things? 17 For we are not like
so many people who sell the word of God
for profit. Instead, with purity of motives,
we speak in Christ, as we are sent from
God, in the sight of God.

Chapter 3
1 Are we beginning to praise ourselves
again? We do not need letters of recom-
mendation to you or from you, like some
people, do we? 2 You yourselves are our
letter of recommendation, written on our
hearts, known and read by all people. 3

And you show that you are a letter from
Christ, delivered by us. It was written
not with ink but by the Spirit of the liv-
ing God. It was not written on tablets of
stone, but on tablets of human hearts. 4

And this is the confidence that we have in
God through Christ. 5 We are not compe-
tent in ourselves to claim anything as com-
ing from us. Instead, our competence is
from God. 6 It is God who made us able to
be servants of a new covenant. This is a
covenant not of the letter but of the Spirit.
For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
7 Now the service that produced death—
engraved in letters on stones—came in
such glory that the people of Israel could
not look directly at Moses’ face. This is
because of the glory of his face, a glory
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that was fading. 8 How much more glori-
ouswill be the service that the Spirit does?
9 For if the service of condemnation had
glory, how much more does the service of
righteousness abound in glory! 10 For in-
deed, that which was once made glorious
is no longer glorious in this respect, be-
cause of the glory that exceeds it. 11 For
if that which was passing away had glory,
how much more will what is permanent
have glory!
12 Since we have such confidence, we are
very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who
put a veil over his face, so that the peo-
ple of Israel were not able to look directly
at the ending of a glory that was passing
away. 14 But their minds were closed.
Even until this very day the same veil re-
mains on the reading of the old covenant.
It is not opened up, because only in Christ
is it done away with. 15 But even today,
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over
their hearts. 16 But when a person turns
to the Lord, the veil is lifted away. 17 Now
the Lord is the Spirit. Where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 Now all of
us, with unveiled faces, see the glory of the
Lord. We are being transformed into the
same glorious likeness from one degree of
glory into another, just as from the Lord,
who is the Spirit.

Chapter 4
1 Therefore, because we have this min-
istry, and just as we have received mercy,
we do not become discouraged. 2 Instead,
we have renounced the ways that are
shameful and hidden. We do not live by
craftiness, and we do not mishandle the
word of God. By presenting the truth, we
recommend ourselves to everyone’s con-
science in the sight of God. 3 But if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those

who are perishing. 4 In their case, the god
of this world has blinded their unbeliev-
ing minds. As a result, they are not able
to see the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For
we do not proclaim ourselves, but Christ
Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God is the one
who said, “Light will shine out of dark-
ness.” He has shone in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the presence of Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay,
so that it is clear that the exceedingly great
power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We
are afflicted in every way, but not over-
whelmed. We are perplexed but not filled
with despair. 9 We are persecuted but not
forsaken. We are struck down but not de-
stroyed. 10 We always carry in our body
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
also may be shown in our bodies. 11 We
who are alive are always carrying around
in our body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may be shown in our human
bodies. 12 So death is at work in us, but life
is at work in you. 13 Butwe have the same
spirit of faith according to that which was
written: “I believed, and so I spoke.” We
also believe, and so we also speak. 14 We
know that the one who raised the Lord Je-
sus will also raise us with Jesus. We know
that hewill bring uswith you into his pres-
ence. 15 Everything is for your sake so that,
as grace is spread to many people, thanks-
giving may increase to the glory of God.

16 Sowe do not become discouraged. Even
though outwardly we are wasting away,
inwardly we are being renewed day by
day. 17 For this momentary, light afflic-
tion is preparing us for an eternal weight
of glory that exceeds all measurement. 18

For we are not watching for things that
are seen, but for things that are unseen.
The things which we can see are tempo-
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rary, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.

Chapter 5
1Weknow that if the earthly dwelling that
we live in is destroyed, we have a build-
ing from God. It is a house not made
by human hands, but an eternal house,
in heaven. 2 For in this tent we groan,
longing to be clothed with our heavenly
dwelling. 3 We long for this because by
putting it on we will not be found to be
naked. 4 For indeed while we are in
this tent, we groan, being burdened. We
do not want to be unclothed. Instead, we
want to be clothed, so that what is mortal
may be swallowed up by life. 5 The one
who prepared us for this very thing is God,
who gave us the Spirit as a pledge of what
is to come. 6 Therefore always be confi-
dent. Be aware that while we are at home
in the body, we are away from the Lord.
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 So
we have confidence. We would rather be
away from the body and at home with the
Lord. 9 So we make it our goal, whether
we are at home or away, to please him. 10
For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for the things done in
the body, whether for good or for bad.
11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord,
we persuade people. What we are is
clearly seen by God. I hope that it is also
clear to your conscience. 12 We are not
trying to persuade you again to view us
as sincere. Instead, we are giving you a
reason to be proud of us, so youmay have
an answer for those who boast about ap-
pearances but not about what is in the
heart. 13 For if we are out of our minds,
it is for God. And if we are in our right
minds, it is for your sake. 14 For the love

of Christ compels us, because we are cer-
tain of this: that one person died for all,
and that therefore all have died. 15 And
Christ died for all, so that those who live
should live no longer for themselves. In-
stead, they should live for him who died
and was raised. 16 For this reason, from
now on we do not judge anyone accord-
ing to human standards, even though we
once regarded Christ in this way. But now
we do not judge anyone in this way any
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old things have
passed away. See, they have become new.
18 All these things are from God. He rec-
onciled us to himself through Christ, and
has given us theministry of reconciliation.
19 That is, in Christ God is reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them. He is entrusting to
us the message of reconciliation.
20 So we are appointed as representatives
of Christ, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We pleadwith you, for
the sake of Christ: “Be reconciled to God!”
21 Hemade Christ become the sacrifice for
our sin. He is the one who never sinned.
He did this so that we might become the
righteousness of God in him.

Chapter 6
1 And so, working together, we beg you
not to receive the grace of God to no effect.
2 For he says,

”In a favorable time I paid attention to
you,

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”

Look, now is the favorable time. Look,
now is the day of salvation. 3 We do not
place a stumbling block in front of any-
one, for we do not wish our ministry to
be brought into disrepute. 4 Instead, we
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prove ourselves by all our actions, that we
are God’s servants. We are his servants in
much endurance, affliction, distress, hard-
ship, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, in
hard work, in sleepless nights, in hunger,
6 in purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love. 7 We
are his servants in the word of truth, in
the power of God. We have the armor of
righteousness for the right hand and for
the left. 8Wework inhonor anddishonor,
in slander and praise. We are accused of
being deceitful and yet we are truthful. 9

We work as if we were unknown and we
are still well known. We work as dying
and—see!—we are still living. Wework as
being punished for our actions but not as
condemned to death. 10 We work as sor-
rowful, but we are always rejoicing. We
work as poor, but we are making many
rich. We work as having nothing and yet
as possessing all things.
11 We have spoken the whole truth to you,
Corinthians, and our heart is wide open.
12 Your hearts are not restrained by us,
but you are restrained by your own feel-
ings. 13 Now in fair exchange—I speak as
to children—open your hearts wide. 14

Do not be tied together with unbelievers.
For what association does righteousness
have with lawlessness? And what fellow-
ship does light have with darkness? 15

What agreement can Christ have with Be-
liar? Or what share does a believer have
together with an unbeliever? 16 And what
agreement is there between the temple of
God and idols? For we are the temple of
the living God, just as God said:

”I will dwell among them and walk
among them.

I will be their God,

and they will be my people.”
17 Therefore,

”Come out from among them,

and be set apart,” says the Lord.

”Touch no unclean thing,

and I will welcome you.
18 I will be a Father to you,

and youwill bemy sons and daughters,”

says the Lord Almighty.

Chapter 7
1 Loved ones, since we have these
promises let us cleanse ourselves of every-
thing that makes us unclean in our body
and spirit. Let us pursue holiness in the
fear of God.
2Make room for us! Wehave notwronged
anyone. We have not harmed anyone or
taken advantage of anyone. 3 It is not to
condemn you that I say this. For I have al-
ready said that you are in our hearts, for
us to die together and to live together. 4

I have great confidence in you, and I am
proud of you. I am filled with comfort.
I overflow with joy even in all our afflic-
tions.
5 When we came to Macedonia, our bod-
ies had no rest. Instead, we were trou-
bled in every way by conflicts on the out-
side and fears on the inside. 6 But God,
who comforts the discouraged, comforted
us by the arrival of Titus. 7 It was not
only by his arrival that God comforted
us. It was also by the comfort that Ti-
tus had received from you. He told us
of your great affection, your sorrow, and
your deep concern for me. So I rejoiced
evenmore. 8 Even thoughmy lettermade
you sad, I do not regret it. But I did re-
gret it when I saw that my letter made
you sad. But you were sad just for a little
while. 9 Now I am happy, not because you
were distressed, but because your sadness
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brought you to repentance. You experi-
enced a godly sorrow, so you suffered
no loss because of us. 10 For godly sor-
row brings about repentance that accom-
plishes salvation without regret. Worldly
sorrow, however, brings about death. 11

See what great determination this godly
sorrow produced in you. How great was
the determination in you to prove you
were innocent. How great was your indig-
nation, your fear, your longing, your zeal,
and your desire to see that justice should
be done! In everything you have proved
yourselves to be innocent in thismatter. 12
Although I wrote to you, I did not write for
the sake of the wrongdoer, nor for the one
who suffered the wrong. I wrote so that
your earnestness for us should be made
known to you in the sight of God. 13 It is
by this that we are encouraged.

In addition to our own comfort, we also
rejoiced even more because of Titus’ joy,
because his spirit was refreshed by all of
you. 14 For if I boasted to him about you,
I was not embarrassed. On the contrary,
just as everything we said to you was true,
our boasting about you to Titus proved to
be true. 15 His affection for you is even
greater, as he remembers the obedience
of all of you, how you welcomed himwith
fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice because I
have complete confidence in you.

Chapter 8
1 We want you to know, brothers, about
the grace of God that has been given to the
churches of Macedonia. 2 During a great
test of affliction, the abundance of their
joy and the extremity of their poverty
have produced great riches of generosity.
3 For I bearwitness that they gave asmuch
as they were able, and even beyond what
they were able. And of their own free will

4 with much begging they pleaded with
us for the privilege of sharing in this min-
istry to the believers. 5 This did not hap-
pen as we had expected. Instead, they
first gave themselves to the Lord. Then
they gave themselves to us by the will of
God. 6 So we urged Titus, who had al-
ready begun this task, to bring to comple-
tion this act of generosity on your part. 7

But you abound in everything—in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and
in your love for us. So also make sure that
you abound in this generous deed. a 8 I
say this not as a command. Instead, I say
this in order to test the sincerity of your
love by comparing it to the eagerness of
other people. 9 For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Even though he
was rich, for your sakes he became poor,
so that through his poverty you might be-
come rich. 10 In this matter I will give you
advice that will help you. One year ago,
you not only started to do something, but
you desired to do it. 11 Now finish it. Just
as there was an eagerness and desire to
do it then, may you also bring it to comple-
tion, as much as you can. 12 For if you are
eager to do this deed, it is a good and ac-
ceptable thing. It must be based onwhat a
person has, not on what he does not have.
13 For this task is not in order that oth-
ers may be relieved and you may be bur-
dened. Instead, there should be fairness.
14 Your abundance at the present timewill
supply what they need. This is also so that
their abundance may supply your need,
and so that there may be fairness. 15 It is
as it is written:

”The one with much did not have any-
thing left over,

and the one who had little did not have
any lack.”
16 But thanks be to God, who put into Titus’
heart the same earnest care that I have for
you. 17 For he not only accepted our ap-
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peal, but he was also very earnest about
it. He came to you of his own free will. 18

We have sent with him the brother who
is praised among all of the churches for
his work in proclaiming the gospel. 19 Not
only this, but he also was selected by the
churches to travel with us in our carrying
out this act of generosity. This is for the
honor of the Lord himself and for our ea-
gerness to help. 20 We are avoiding the
possibility that anyone should complain
about us concerning this generosity that
we are carrying out. 21 We take care to
do what is honorable, not only before the
Lord, but also before people. 22 We are
also sending another brother with them.
We have often tested him, and we have
found him enthusiastic for many tasks.
He is now even more diligent because of
the great confidence he has in you. 23

As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow
worker for you. As for our brothers, they
are sent by the churches. They are an
honor to Christ. 24 So show themyour love,
and show to the churches the reason for
our boasting about you.

8:7 aThe ULB and UDB, together with
many other versions, read, and in your
love for us. Some other versions read, and
in our love for you.

Chapter 9
1 Concerning the ministry for the believ-
ers, it is not necessary for me to write to
you. 2 I know about your desire, which
I boasted about to the people of Macedo-
nia. I told them that Achaia has been get-
ting ready since last year. Your eagerness
has motivated most of them to action. 3

Now I have sent the brothers so that our
boasting about you may not be futile, and

so that you would be ready, as I said you
would be. 4 Otherwise, if any Macedo-
nians come with me and find you unpre-
pared, we would be ashamed—I say noth-
ing about you—for being so confident in
you. 5 So I thought itwas necessary to urge
the brothers to come to you and to make
arrangements in advance for the gift you
have promised. This is so that it might be
ready as a blessing, and not as something
extorted.
6 The point is this: the one who sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and the one
who sows for the purpose of a blessing
will also reap a blessing. 7 Let each one
give as he has planned in his heart. Let
him not give out of sorrow or compulsion.
For God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God
is able tomake every blessingmultiply for
you, so that, always, in all things, youmay
have all you need. This will be so that you
may multiply every good deed. 9 It is as it
is written:

”He has distributed his riches and given
them to the poor.

His righteousness lasts forever.”
10 Hewho supplies seed to the farmerwho
sows and bread for food, will also sup-
ply and multiply your seed for sowing.
He will increase the harvest of your righ-
teousness. 11 You will be enriched in ev-
ery way so you can be generous. This will
bring about thanksgiving to God through
us. 12 For carrying out this service not
only meets the needs of the believers. It
also multiplies into many acts of thanks-
giving to God. 13 Because of your being
tested and proved by this service, you will
also glorify God by obedience to your con-
fession of the gospel of Christ. You will
also glorify God by the generosity of your
gift to them and to everyone. 14 They
long for you, and they are praying for you.
They do this because of the very great
grace of God that is on you. 15 May thanks
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be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Chapter 10
1 I, Paul, myself appeal to you, by the hu-
mility and gentleness of Christ. I ammeek
when I am in your presence, but I am bold
toward youwhen I amaway. 2 I beg of you
that, when I am present with you, I will
not need to be bold with self-confidence.
But I think I will need to be bold when I
oppose those who assume that we are liv-
ing according to the flesh. 3 For even
though we walk in the flesh, we do not
wage war according to the flesh. 4 For the
weapons we fight with are not fleshly. In-
stead, they have divine power to destroy
strongholds. They bring to nothing mis-
leading arguments. 5 We also destroy
every high thing that rises up against the
knowledge of God. We take every thought
captive into obedience to Christ. 6 And we
are getting ready to punish every act of
disobedience, as soon as your obedience
is complete. 7 Look at what is clearly
in front of you. If anyone is convinced
that he is Christ’s, let him remind him-
self that just as he is Christ’s, so also are
we. 8 For even if I boast a little too much
about our authority, which the Lord gave
for us to build you up and not to destroy
you, I will not be ashamed. 9 I do not
want it to appear that I am terrifying you
by my letters. 10 For some people say,
“His letters are serious and powerful, but
physically he is weak. His words are not
worth listening to.” 11 Let such people be
aware that what we are in the words of
our letters whenwe are absent is what we
will be in our actions when we are there.
12 We do not go so far as to group our-
selves or compare ourselves with those
who praise themselves. But when they
measure themselves by one another and
compare themselveswith each other, they

have no insight. 13 We, however, will
not boast beyond limits. Instead, we will
do so only within the limits of what God
has assigned to us, limits that reach as far
as you. 14 For we did not overextend our-
selves when we reached you. We were
the first to reach as far as you with the
gospel of Christ. 15 We have not boasted
beyond limits about the labors of others.
Instead, we hope as your faith grows that
our own area of work will be greatly ex-
panded, and still within its proper limits.
16 We hope for this, so that wemay preach
the gospel even in regions beyond you.
We will not boast about the work being
done in another’s area.

17 “But let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
18 For it is not the one who recommends
himself who is approved. Instead, it is the
one whom the Lord recommends.

Chapter 11
1 I wish that you could put up with me
in some foolishness. But you are indeed
putting up with me! 2 For I am jealous
about you. I have a godly jealousy for
you, since I promised you in marriage to
one husband. I promised to present you
as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am
afraid that somehow, as the serpent de-
ceivedEvebyhis craftiness, your thoughts
might be led astray away from a sincere
and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For sup-
pose that someone comes and proclaims
another Jesus than the one we preached.
Or suppose that you receive a different
spirit thanwhat you received. Or suppose
that you receive a different gospel than
the one you received. You put up with
these things well enough! 5 For I think
that I am not in the least inferior to those
so-called super-apostles. 6 But even if I am
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untrained in giving speeches, I am not un-
trained in knowledge. In every way and
in all things we have made this known to
you. 7 Did I sin byhumblingmyself so you
might be exalted? For I freely preached
the gospel of God to you. 8 I robbed other
churches by accepting support from them
so that I could serve you. 9 When I was
with you and I was in need, I did not bur-
den anyone. For my needs were met by
the brothers who came from Macedonia.
In everything I have kept myself from be-
ing a burden to you, and I will continue to
do that. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me,
this boasting of mine will not be silenced
in the parts of Achaia. 11 Why? Because I
do not love you? God knows. 12 Andwhat
I do I will keep doing, in order that I may
take away the claim for criticizingme and
the claim for which they want to boast—
that they are found to be doing the same
work that we are doing. 13 For such peo-
ple are false apostles and deceitful work-
ers. They disguise themselves as apostles
of Christ. 14 And this is no surprise, for
even Satan disguises himself as an angel
of light. 15 It is no great surprise if his ser-
vants also disguise themselves as servants
of righteousness. Their fate will be what
their deeds deserve.

16 I say again: Let no one think I am a
fool. But if you do, receive me as a fool
so I may boast a little. 17 What I am saying
about this boastful confidence is not con-
doned by the Lord, but I am speaking as
a fool. 18 Since many people boast accord-
ing to the flesh, I will also boast. 19 For
you gladly put up with fools. You are wise
yourselves! 20 For you put up with some-
one if he enslaves you, if he consumes you,
if he takes advantage of you, if he consid-
ers himself better than you, or if he slaps
you in the face. 21 I will say to our shame
that we were too weak to do that. Yet if
anyone boasts—I am speaking like a fool—
I too will boast. 22 Are they Hebrews? So

am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are
they servants of Christ? (I speak as though
I were out of mymind.) I ammore. I have
been in evenmore hardwork, in farmore
prisons, in beatings beyond measure, in
facing many dangers of death. 24 From
Jews I received five times the “forty lashes
minus one.” 25 Three times I was beaten
with rods. Once I was stoned. Three
times I was shipwrecked. I have spent
a night and a day on the open sea. 26 I
have been on frequent journeys, in dan-
ger from rivers, in danger from robbers,
in danger from my own people, in dan-
ger from the Gentiles, in danger in the city,
in danger in the wilderness, in danger at
sea, in danger from false brothers. 27 I
have been at hard work and in hardship,
in many sleepless nights, in hunger and
thirst, often in fasting, in cold and naked-
ness. 28 Apart from everything else, there
is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety
for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and
I am not weak? Who has been caused to
stumble, and I do not burn? 30 If I must
boast, I will boast about what shows my
weaknesses. 31 The God and Father of the
Lord Jesus, the onewho is praised forever,
knows that I am not lying!
32 At Damascus, the governor under King
Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus
to arrest me. 33 But I was lowered in a bas-
ket through a window in the wall, and I
escaped from his hands.

Chapter 12
1 I must boast, but nothing is gained by it.
But I will go on to visions and revelations
from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago who—whether in
the body or out of the body, I do not know,
God knows—was caught up into the third
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heaven. 3 And I know that this man—
whether in the body, or out of the body,
I do not know, God knows— 4 was caught
up into paradise and heard things too sa-
cred for anyone to say. 5 On behalf of such
a person I will boast. But on behalf of
myself I will not boast, except about my
weaknesses. 6 If I wanted to boast, I
would not be foolish, for I would be speak-
ing the truth. But I will keep from boast-
ing, so that no one will think more of me
thanwhat is seen inme or heard fromme.
7 I will also keep from boasting because
of the extraordinary kind of those revela-
tions. Therefore, so I would not be puffed
up with pride, a thorn in the flesh was
given tome, amessenger fromSatan to ha-
rass me, so I would not become too proud.
8 Three times I begged the Lord about this,
for him to take it away from me. 9 And
he said to me, “My grace is enough for
you, for power is made perfect in weak-
ness.” So Iwouldmuch rather boast about
my weakness, so that the power of Christ
might reside onme. 10 Therefore I am con-
tent for Christ’s sake in weaknesses, in in-
sults, in troubles, in persecutions and dis-
tressing situations. For whenever I am
weak, then I am strong.

11 I have become a fool! You forced me
to this, for I should have been praised
by you. For I was not at all inferior to
the so-called super-apostles, even though
I am nothing. 12 The true signs of an apos-
tle were performed among you with com-
plete patience, signs and wonders and
mighty deeds. 13 For how were you less
important than the rest of the churches,
except that I was not a burden to you? For-
give me for this wrong!

14 Look! I am ready to come to you a third
time. I will not be a burden to you, for
I do not want what is yours. I want you.
For children should not save up for the
parents. Instead, the parents should save

up for the children. 15 I will most gladly
spend and be spent for your souls. If I love
you more, am I to be loved less? 16 But as
it is, I did not burden you. But, since I am
so crafty, I am the one who caught you by
deceit. 17 Did I take advantage of you by
anyone I sent to you? 18 I urged Titus to go
to you, and I sent the other brother with
him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did
we not walk in the same way? Did we not
walk in the same steps?
19 Do you think all of this time we have
been defending ourselves to you? In the
sight of God, wehave in Christ been saying
everything for your strengthening. 20 For
I fear that when I come I may not find you
as I wish. I fear that you might not find
me as you wish. I fear that there may be
arguments, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
selfish ambition, gossip, pride, and disor-
der. 21 I fear that when I come back, my
God might humble me before you. I fear
that I might be grieved by many of those
who have sinned before now, andwho did
not repent of the impurity and sexual im-
morality and lustful indulgence that they
practiced.

Chapter 13
1 This is the third time that I am coming
to you. “Every accusation must be estab-
lished by the evidence of two or three wit-
nesses.” 2 I have already said to thosewho
sinned before and to all the rest when I
was there the second time, and I say it
again: When I come again, I will not spare
them. 3 I tell you this because you are
looking for evidence that Christ is speak-
ing through me. He is not weak toward
you. Instead, he is powerful in you. 4

For he was crucified in weakness, but he
is alive by God’s power. For we also are
weak in him, but we will live with him
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by the power of God among you. 5 Ex-
amine yourselves to see if you are in the
faith. Test yourselves. Do you not real-
ize that Jesus Christ is in you? He is, un-
less you are not approved. 6 And I am
confident that you will find that we are
not unapproved. 7 Now we pray to God
that you may not do any wrong. I do not
pray that we may appear to have passed
the test. Instead, I pray that you may do
what is right, although we may seem to
have failed the test. 8 For we are not able
to do anything against the truth, but only
for the truth. 9 For we rejoice when we
areweak and you are strong. We also pray
that youmay bemade complete. 10 I write
these things while I am away from you,
so that when I am with you I do not have
to deal harshly with you in the use of my
authority—which the Lord gave to me, so
that I may build you up, and not tear you
down.
11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Work for
restoration, be encouraged, agree with
one another, live in peace. And the God of
love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet
each other with a holy kiss.
13 All of the believers greet you. a

14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with all of you.
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Galatians

13:13 aSome translations combine verse
13 with verse 12 and number verse 14 as
verse 13.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle—not an apostle from
men nor through human agency, but
through Jesus Christ and God the Father,
who raised him from the dead ones—
2 and all the brothers with me, to the
churches of Galatia: 3 Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our
sins so that he might deliver us from this
present evil age, according to the will of
our God and Father, 5 to him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

6 I am amazed that you are turning away
so quickly from him who called you by
the grace of Christ. I am amazed that you
are turning to a different gospel. 7 This
is not to say that there is another gospel,
but there are some men who cause you
trouble and want to change the gospel of
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from
heaven should proclaim to you a gospel
other than the one we proclaimed to you,
let him be cursed. 9 As we have said be-
fore, so now I say again, “If someone pro-
claims to you a gospel other than the one
you received, let himbe cursed.” 10 For am
Inowseeking the approval ofmenorGod?
Am I seeking to please men? If I am still
trying to please men, I am not a servant of
Christ.
11 For I want you to know, brothers,
that the gospel I proclaimed is not man’s

gospel. 12 I did not receive it from any
man, nor was I taught it. Instead, it was
by revelation of Jesus Christ to me. 13

You have heard aboutmy former life in Ju-
daism, how I was persecuting the church
of God beyondmeasure and that I was try-
ing to destroy it. 14 I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of those who were my own
age, from out of my own people. That is
how extremely zealous I was for the tra-
ditions of my fathers. 15 But when God,
who had set me apart from my mother’s
womb, and who called me through his
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in
me, so that I would proclaim him among
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult
with flesh and blood. 17 I did not go up to
Jerusalem to those who had become apos-
tles before me. Instead, I went to Arabia
and then returned to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to
Jerusalem to get to know Cephas and I
stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw
none of the other apostles except James,
the Lord’s brother. 20 In what I write to
you, I assure you before God, that I amnot
lying. 21 Then I went to the regions of
Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was still not person-
ally known to the churches of Judea that
are in Christ. 23 They only heard it being
said, “The man who once persecuted us is
now proclaiming the faith he once tried
to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God be-
cause of me.

Chapter 2
1 Then after fourteen years I went up
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking
Titus along with me. 2 I went up because
of a revelation and set before them the
gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles.
I spoke privately to those who seemed to
be important, in order to make sure that
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I was not running—or had not run—in
vain. 3 But not even Titus, who was
withme andwhowas a Greek, was forced
to be circumcised. 4 The false brothers
came in secretly to spy on the liberty we
have in Christ Jesus. They desired tomake
us slaves, 5 but we did not yield in sub-
mission to them for a moment, so that
the truth of the gospel would remain with
you. 6 But those who seemed to be impor-
tant (whatever they were does not matter
to me, God shows no partiality)—those, I
say, who seemed important added noth-
ing to me. 7 On the contrary, they saw
that I had been entrusted with the gospel
to those who are uncircumcised, just as
Peter had been entrusted with the gospel
to those who are circumcised. 8 For God,
who worked in Peter for the apostleship
to thosewhoare circumcised, alsoworked
in me to the Gentiles. 9 When James,
Cephas, and John, who were recognized
as those who built up the church, under-
stood the grace that had been given to me,
they gave the right hand of fellowship to
Barnabas andme. They did this so thatwe
should go to the Gentiles, and so that they
should go to those who are circumcised.
10 They requested only that we remember
the poor, the very thing that I was eager to
do.

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I op-
posed him to his face because he was de-
clared to be in thewrong. 12 Before certain
men came from James, Cephas was eating
with the Gentiles. But when these men
came, he stopped and kept away from the
Gentiles. Hewas afraid of thosewhowere
demanding circumcision. 13 Also the
rest of the Jews joined in this hypocrisy.
Even Barnabas was led astray with them
by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that
their behaviorwas not following the truth
of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of
all of them, “If you are a Jew but are living
like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can

you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not
Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that no
person is justified by the works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ. We also
came to faith in Christ Jesus so that we
might be justified by faith in Christ and
not by the works of the law. For by the
works of the law no flesh will be justi-
fied. 17 But if, while we seek to be justi-
fied in Christ, we too, were found to be sin-
ners, does Christ then promote sin? Abso-
lutely not! 18 For if I rebuild those things I
once destroyed, I provemyself to be a law-
breaker. 19 For through the law I died to
the law, so that I might live for God. 20

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in theflesh I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the
grace of God, for if righteousness could be
gained through the law, then Christ died
for nothing!

Chapter 3
1 Foolish Galatians! Who has put a spell
on you? Before your eyes Jesus Christ was
vividly portrayed as crucified. 2 This is
the only thing I want to learn from you:
Did you receive the Spirit by the works of
the law or by believing what you heard?
3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by
the Spirit, are you now going to finish by
the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so many
things for nothing—if indeed it was for
nothing? 5 Does he who gives the Spirit
to you and works miracles among you do
so by the works of the law, or by hear-
ing with faith? 6 Just as Abraham “be-
lieved God and it was credited to him as
righteousness,” 7 in the same way, under-
stand, then, that those of faith are the chil-
dren of Abraham. 8 The scripture, foresee-
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ing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you all the nations
will be blessed.” 9 So then, those of faith
are blessed along with Abraham, the man
of faith. 10 All who rely on the works
of the law are under a curse; and so it
is written, “Cursed is everyone who does
not abide by all the things written in the
book of the law, and do them.” 11 Now it is
clear that no one is justified before God by
the law, because the righteous will live by
faith. 12 But the law is not of faith, rather,
“The personwhodoes theworks of the law
must live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed
us from the curse of the law by becoming
a curse for us— for it is written, “Cursed
is everyone who hangs on a tree”— 14 so
that the blessing of Abraham might come
to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that by
faith we might receive the promise of the
Spirit.

15 Brothers, let me speak in human terms.
In a man-made contract, no one can set
it aside or add to it, once it is established
by law. 16 Now the promises were spo-
ken to Abraham and to his descendant. It
does not say, “to descendants,” referring
to many, but instead to only one, “and
to your descendant,” who is Christ. 17

Now what I mean is this: The law, which
came 430 years afterward, does not set
aside the covenant previously established
by God. 18 For if the inheritance comes
by the law, then it no longer comes by
promise. But God gave it to Abraham by a
promise. 19 What, then, was the purpose
of the law? It was added because of trans-
gressions, until the descendant of Abra-
ham would come to whom the promise
had been made. The law was put into
force through angels by a mediator. 20

Now a mediator implies more than one
person, but God is one. 21 So is the law
against the promises of God? Absolutely
not! For if a law had been given that

could give life, then righteousness would
certainly have come by the law. 22 But
the scripture imprisoned everything un-
der sin. God did this so that the promise
to save us by faith in Jesus Christ might be
given to those who believe.
23 Now before faith came, we were held
captive under the law, imprisoned un-
til faith should be revealed. 24 So then
the law became our guardian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by
faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we
are no longer under a guardian. 26 For you
are all sons of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ, you have received
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s descen-
dants, heirs according to promise.

Chapter 4
1 I am saying that the heir, as long as he is a
child, is no different from a slave, though
he is owner of the entire estate. 2 But he
is under guardians and trustees until the
date set by his father. 3 So also, when we
were children, were held enslaved to the
elemental principles of the world. 4 But
when the fulness of time had come, God
sent out his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law. 5 He did this to redeem
those under the law, so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. 6 And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, who calls out, “Abba,
Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but
a son, and if a son, then you are also an
heir through God.
8 But at that time, when you did not know
God, you were made to be slaves to those
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who are, by their natural powers, not gods
at all. 9 But now that you have come to
know God, or rather that you are known
by God, how is it that you are turning back
to the weak and worthless elemental prin-
ciples? Do you want to be enslaved all
over again? 10 You observe days and
new moons and seasons and years! 11 I
am afraid for you that somehowmy work
with you may have been for nothing.

12 I beg you, brothers, become like me, for
I also have become like you. You did me
no wrong. 13 But you know that it was
because of a physical illness that I pro-
claimed the gospel to you the first time. 14
Though my physical condition put you to
the test, you did not despise or reject me.
Instead you welcomed me as if I were an
angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus him-
self. 15Where, then, is your blessing now?
For I testify to you that, if possible, you
would have torn out your own eyes and
given them to me. 16 So then, have I be-
comeyour enemybecause I am telling you
the truth? 17 They are zealous to win you
over, but for no good. They want to shut
you out, so you may be zealous for them.
18 It is always good to be zealous for a good
purpose, and not only when I am present
with you. 19 My little children, again I
am in the pains of childbirth for you until
Christ is formed in you. 20 I wish I could
be present with you now and change my
tone, because I am perplexed about you.

21 Tell me, you who desire to be under
the law, do you not listen to the law? 22

For it is written that Abraham had two
sons, one by the slave girl and one by the
free woman. 23 But the one was born by
the slave girl according to the flesh, but
the other was born by the free woman
through promise. 24 These things may
be interpreted as an allegory, for these
women represent two covenants. One of
them is from Mount Sinai and she gives

birth to children who are slaves. This is
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar represents Mount
Sinai in Arabia; and she represents the
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery
with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem
that is above is free, and she is ourmother.
27 For it is written,

”Rejoice, you barren one who does not
give birth.

Cry out and shout for joy, you who are
not suffering the pains of childbirth.

Because the children of the aban-
doned woman are more numerous than
the woman who has a husband.”
28 But you, brothers, like Isaac, are chil-
dren of promise. 29 At that time the one
whowas born according to the flesh perse-
cuted the one born according to the Spirit.
It is the same now. 30 But what does
the scripture say? “Send away the slave
girl and her son. For the son of the slave
girl will not share in the inheritance with
the son of the free woman.” 31 Therefore,
brothers, we are not children of a slave
girl, but of the free woman.

Chapter 5
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, therefore, and do not again be put
under the control of a yoke of slavery.
2 Look, I, Paul, say to you that if you let
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will not
benefit you in any way. 3 I testify again
to every man who lets himself be circum-
cised that he is obligated to obey thewhole
law. 4 You are cut off from Christ, you
who would be justified by the law; you no
longer experience grace. 5 For through
the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for
the certain hope of righteousness. 6 In
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un-
circumcision means anything, but only
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faith working through love. 7 You were
running well. Who prevented you from
obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion does
not come from him who calls you! 9 A lit-
tle yeast makes the whole batch of dough
rise. 10 I have confidence in the Lord that
you will take no other view. The one who
is troubling you will pay the penalty, who-
ever he is. 11 Brothers, if I still proclaim
circumcision, why am I still being perse-
cuted? In that case the stumbling block
of the cross has been removed. 12 As for
those who are disturbing you, I wish they
would castrate themselves!

13 For you were called to freedom, broth-
ers. But do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the sinful nature; rather,
through love serve one another. 14 For
thewhole law is fulfilled in one command-
ment; in “You must love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour
one another, watch out that you are not
consumed by one another.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit and youwill
not carry out the desires of the sinful na-
ture. 17 For the desires of the sinful na-
ture are against the Spirit, and the desires
of the Spirit are against the sinful nature.
For these are in conflict with each other,
so that you cannot do the things you want.
18 But if you are led by the Spirit you are
not under the law. 19 Now the works
of the sinful nature are evident: sexual
immorality, impurity, lustfulness, 20 idol-
atry, sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, rivalry, dissension, di-
visions, 21 envy, drunkenness, drunken ri-
ots, and things like these. I warn you, as
I warned you before, that those who prac-
tice such things will not inherit the king-
dom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faith, 23 gentleness, and self-control;
against such things there is no law. 24

Thosewho belong to Christ Jesus have cru-

cified the sinful nature with its passions
and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk
by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become con-
ceited, provoking one another, envying
one another.

Chapter 6
1 Brothers, if a man is caught in some sin,
you who are spiritual should restore him
in a spirit of gentleness. Be concerned
about yourself, so you also may not be
tempted. 2 Carry one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if
anyone thinks he is something when he is
nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each one
should examine his own work, and then
his reason to boastwill be in himself alone
and not in someone else. 5 For each one
will carry his own load.
6 The one who is taught the word must
share all good things with the one who
teaches. 7 Do not be deceived. God is not
mocked, for whatever a man plants, that
he will also gather in. 8 For he who plants
seed to his own sinful nature, from the sin-
ful nature will gather in destruction. The
onewho plants seed to the Spirit, from the
Spirit will gather in eternal life from the
Spirit. 9 Let us not becomeweary in doing
good, for at the right time we will gather
in a harvest, if we do not give up. 10 So
then, as we have the opportunity, let us do
good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the household of faith.

11 Seewhat large letters Iwrite to youwith
my own hand. 12 Those whowant tomake
a good impression in the flesh are trying
to compel you to be circumcised. They
do this only to avoid being persecuted for
the cross of Christ. 13 For not even those
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who circumcised themselves keep the law,
but they want you to be circumcised so
that they may boast about your flesh. 14

But may I never boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
the world has been crucified to me, and
I to the world. 15 For neither circumci-
sion counts for anything nor uncircumci-
sion, but what counts is a new creation.
16 And to all who live according to this
standard, peace and mercy be upon them,
even upon the Israel of God.
17 From now on let no one trouble me, for
I carry on my body the marks of Jesus.
18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
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Ephesians

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through
the will of God, to God’s holy people in
Ephesus, who are faithful in Christ Jesus.
a 2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 May the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ be praised, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Christ. 4 God chose us in
him from the beginning of the world, that
wemay be holy and blameless in his sight.
5 God chose us beforehand for adoption
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will. 6 Our adop-
tion results in the praise of his glorious
grace that he has freely given us in the
One he loves. 7 In Jesus Christ we have
redemption through his blood and the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace. 8 He lavished this grace upon
us with all wisdom and understanding. 9

God made known to us the hidden pur-
pose of his will, according to what pleased
him, andwhichhe demonstrated in Christ,
10 with a view to a plan for the fullness
of time, to bring all things together, all
things in heaven and on earth, under one
head, even Christ. 11 In Christ we were
appointed as heirs. We were decided on
beforehand according to the plan of him
who works out everything according to
the purpose of his will. 12 God appointed
us as heirs so that we might be the first
to have confident hope in Christ, so we
would be for the praise of his glory. 13

In Christ, you also, when you had heard
theword of truth, the gospel of your salva-
tion, you believed in him and were sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is

the guarantee of our inheritance until we
take full possession of it, to the praise of
his glory.
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
for all God’s holy people, 16 I have not
stopped thanking God for you as I men-
tion you in my prayers. 17 I pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of glory, will give to you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened, that you may know
the confident hope to which he has called
you and the riches of his glorious inheri-
tance among all God’s holy people. 19 And
inmy prayers I ask that youmay know the
immeasurable greatness of his power in
us who believe, according to the working
of his great strength. 20 This is the same
power that God worked in Christ when
he raised him from the dead ones and
seated him at his right hand in the heav-
enly places. 21 He seated Christ far above
all rule and authority and power and do-
minion, and every name that is named.
Christ will rule, not only in this age, but
also in the age to come. 22 God put all
things under Christ’s feet and gave him to
the church as head over all things. 23 The
church is his body, the fullness of himwho
fills all in all.

1:1 aSome early versions omit, in Ephesus,
but this expression is probably in Paul’s
original letter.

Chapter 2
1 And as for you, you were dead in your
trespasses and sins. 2 It was in these tres-
passes and sins that you once lived accord-
ing to the ways of this world. You were
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living according to the ruler of the au-
thorities of the air, the spirit that is work-
ing in the sons of disobedience. 3 Once
we all lived among these people, fulfill-
ing the evil desires of our sinful nature,
and carrying out the desires of the body
and of the mind. We were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of human-
ity. 4 But God is rich in mercy because
of his great love with which he loved us.
5 While we were dead in trespasses, he
made us alive together in Christ—by grace
you have been saved. 6 God raised us up
together with Christ, and God made us sit
together in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he
might show to us the immeasurably great
riches of his grace expressed in his kind-
ness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by
grace you have been saved through faith,
and this did not come from you, it is the
gift of God. 9 Grace is not from works and
so no one may boast. 10 For we are God’s
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good deeds that God planned long ago
for us, so that we would walk in them.

11 Therefore remember that once you
were Gentiles in the flesh. You are called
“uncircumcision” by what is called the
“circumcision” in the flesh made by hu-
man hands. 12 For at that time you were
separated from Christ. You were foreign-
ers to the people of Israel. You were
strangers to the covenants of the promise.
You had no certain hope about the future.
Youwerewithout God in theworld. 13 But
now in Christ Jesus youwho oncewere far
away from God have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our
peace. He made the two one. By his flesh
he destroyed the wall of hostility that di-
vided us. 15 That is, he abolished the law
of commandments and regulations so that
he might create one new man in himself,
and so making peace. 16 Christ reconciles
both peoples into onebody toGod through

the cross, putting to death the hostility. 17

Jesus came and proclaimed peace to you
who were far away and peace to those
who were near. 18 For through Jesus we
both have access in one Spirit to the Fa-
ther. 19 So then, now you Gentiles are
no longer strangers and foreigners. In-
stead you are fellow citizens with God’s
holy people and members of God’s house-
hold. 20 You have been built on the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets, and
Christ Jesus himself was the cornerstone.
21 In him the whole building fits together
and grows as a temple in the Lord. 22 It
is in him that you also are being built to-
gether as a dwelling place for God in the
Spirit.

Chapter 3
1 Because of this I, Paul, am the prisoner
of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles. 2 I as-
sume that you have heard of the steward-
ship of the grace of God that was given to
me for you. 3 I am writing according to
the revelation made known to me. This
is the hidden truth about which I briefly
wrote to you. 4 When you read about
this, you will be able to understand my in-
sight into this hidden truth about Christ.
5 In other generations this truth was not
made known to the sons of men. But now
it has been revealed by the Spirit to his
apostles and prophets who were set apart
for this work. 6 This hidden truth is
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, and fel-
low members of the body, and they share
the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. 7 For I became a servant of this
gospel by the gift of God’s grace given to
me through the working of his power. 8

God gave this gift to me, although I am
the least of all God’s holy people. This
gift is that I should proclaim to the Gen-
tiles the gospel of the unsearchable riches
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of Christ. 9 God’s gift to me is that I will
bring to light to everyone what God’s plan
is. This plan had been hidden for ages in
the past by God, who created all things. 10

This plan was made known through the
church so the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places would come to know the
many-sided nature of the wisdom of God.
11 This happened according to the eternal
plan that he accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 12 For in Christ we have bold-
ness and access with confidence because
of our faith in him. 13 Therefore I ask you
not to be discouraged because of what I
am suffering for you, which is your glory.
14 For this reason I bend my knees to
the Father, 15 from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named. 16 I
pray that he would grant you, according
to the riches of his glory, to be strength-
ened with power through his Spirit, who
is in you. 17 I pray that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith, that you will
be rooted and grounded in his love. 18

May you have strength so you can under-
stand, along with all the believers, what is
the width, the length, the height, and the
depth, 19 and that you may know the love
of Christ, which goes beyond knowledge,
and that youmay be filled with all the full-
ness of God.
20 Now to himwho is able to do far beyond
all that we ask or think, according to his
power that works in us, 21 to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all gen-
erations forever and ever. Amen.

Chapter 4
1 I, therefore, as the prisoner for the Lord,
urge you to walk worthily of the calling
by which you were called. 2 I urge you
to live with great humility and gentleness
and patience, putting upwith one another

in love. 3 Do your best to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is
one body and one Spirit, just as also you
were called in one certain hope of your
calling. 5 And there is one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6 and one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in
all. 7 To each one of us grace has been
given according to the measure of the gift
of Christ. 8 It is as scripture says:

”When he ascended to the heights,

he led the captives into captivity,

and he gave gifts to the people.”
9 What is the meaning of, “He ascended,”
except that he also descended into the
lower regions of the earth? 10 He who de-
scended is the same person who also as-
cended far above all the heavens, that he
might fill all things. 11 Christ gave some
to be apostles, some as prophets, some
as evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers. 12 He gave these offices to equip
his holy people for thework of service, for
the building up of the body of Christ. 13

He continues to build up his body until
we all reach the unity of faith and knowl-
edge of the Son of God, and that we be-
come mature and so reach the measure
of the fullness of Christ. 14 Christ builds
us up so that we should no longer be chil-
drenwho are tossed back and forth by the
waves, and carried away by every wind of
teaching and by the trickery of people in
their deceitful schemes. 15 Instead, speak-
ing the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, that
is, Christ. 16 Christ builds the whole body,
and it is joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, and when each part
works together, that makes the body grow
so that it builds itself up in love.
17 Therefore, I say and insist on this in the
Lord, that you must no longer live as the
Gentiles live, in the futility of their minds.
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18 They are darkened in their understand-
ing, alienated from the life of God because
of the ignorance that is in them, because
of the hardness of their hearts. 19 They
have no shame and have handed them-
selves over to sensuality, and they are con-
tinually practicing every kind of impurity.
20 But that is not how you learned about
Christ. 21 I assume that you have heard
about him, and that you were taught in
him, as the truth is in Jesus. 22 You were
taught to put off what belongs to your for-
mer manner of life, to put off the old man.
It is the old man that is corrupt because of
its deceitful desires. 23 Youwere taught to
be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24
and to put on the newman that is created
in the image of God—in true righteous-
ness and holiness.
25 Therefore, get rid of lies, and let each
one of you speak truth with his neighbor,
because we are members of one another.
26 Be angry and do not sin. Do not let the
sun go down on your anger. 27 Do not
give an opportunity to the devil. 28 The
one who had been stealing must steal no
longer. He must labor, doing useful work
with his hands, so that he may have some-
thing to share with the those who are in
need. 29 Do not let any filthy talk come
out of your mouth. Use only words that
are helpful for building others up, accord-
ing to their needs, that your words would
be helpful to those who hear you. 30 And
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, for
it is by him that you were sealed for the
day of redemption. 31 Put away all bitter-
ness, rage, anger, quarreling, and insults,
along with every kind of evil. 32 Be kind to
each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, just as God in Christ forgave you.

Chapter 5
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as dearly

loved children. 2 And walk in love, as also
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
3 But there must not be even a sugges-
tion among you of sexual immorality or
any kind of impurity or of greed, for these
are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Let
there be no filthiness, no foolish talk, and
no crude jokes—all ofwhich are improper.
Instead there should be thanksgiving. 5

For you can be sure of this, that no sexu-
ally immoral, impure, or greedy person—
that is, an idolater—has any inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no
one deceive youwith emptywords, for be-
cause of these things the anger of God is
coming upon the sons of disobedience. 7

Therefore, do not join in with them. 8 For
you were once darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light,
9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, righteousness, and truth) 10 and
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Do
not associate with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For
it is shameful even to mention the things
they do in secret. 13 But when anything
is illuminated by the light, it becomes vis-
ible. 14 For anything that becomes visible
is light. Therefore it says,

”Awake, you sleeper,

and arise from the dead ones,

and Christ will shine on you.”
15 Look carefully how you live—not as un-
wise but as wise. 16 Redeem the time be-
cause the days are evil. 17 Therefore, do
not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get
drunkwithwine, for that leads to reckless
behavior. Instead, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, 19 speaking to each other in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody to the Lord with all
your heart, 20 always giving thanks for
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everything, in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ to God the Father, 21 submitting
yourselves to one another in reverence
for Christ.
22 Wives, submit to your husbands, as to
the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head
of the wife as Christ also is the head of
the church, and Christ himself is its sav-
ior. 24 But as the church submits to Christ,
so also wives must submit to their hus-
bands in everything. 25 Husbands, love
yourwives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her. 26 Christ gave
himself for the church so that he might
make her holy, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, 27 so that
he might present her to himself as glori-
ous, without stain or wrinkle or any such
thing, but holy andwithout fault. 28 In the
same way husbands ought to love their
own wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his own wife loves himself. 29 For
no one ever hated his own body, but nour-
ishes and treats it with care, just as Christ
nourishes and treats the churchwith care,
30 becausewe aremembers of his body. 31

“For this reason amanwill leave his father
and mother and will be joined to his wife,
and the twowill becomeoneflesh.” 32 This
hidden truth is great—but I am speaking
about Christ and the church. 33 Neverthe-
less, each of you also must love his own
wife as himself, and the wife must respect
her husband.

Chapter 6
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord,
for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and
mother” (which is the first commandment
with promise), 3 “so that it may be well
with you and you may live long on the
earth.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger. Instead, raise them in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, be obedient to your earthly mas-
ters with deep respect and trembling, in
the honesty of your heart. Be obedient to
them as you would be obedient to Christ.
6 Be obedient not only when your mas-
ters are watching in order to please them.
Instead, be obedient as slaves of Christ,
who do the will of God from your heart. 7
Serve with all your heart, as though you
were serving the Lord and not people, 8

because we know that for whatever good
deed each person does, he will receive a
reward from the Lord, whether he is slave
or free.

9 Masters, treat your slaves in the same
way. Do not threaten them. You know that
he who is both their Master and yours is
in heaven, and there is no favoritismwith
him.

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to stand against the scheming plans
of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood. Instead, it is
against the governments and spiritual au-
thorities and rulers of the realm of evil
darkness, against the evil spirits in heav-
enly places. 13 Therefore put on the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to
stand in this time of evil, and after you
have done everything, to stand firm. 14

Stand, therefore, after you have put on
the belt of truth and the breastplate of
righteousness. 15 Then as shoes for your
feet, put on the readiness to proclaim the
gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances
take up the shield of faith, by which you
will be able to put out all the flaming ar-
rows of the evil one. 17 And take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 With
every prayer and request, pray at all times
in the Spirit. With this mind, always be
watching with all perseverance, as you of-
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fer prayers for all God’s holy people. 19

And pray for me, that a message might be
given to me when I open my mouth. Pray
that I might make known with boldness
the hidden truth about the gospel. 20 It
is for the gospel that I am an ambassador
who is kept in chains, so that Imay declare
it boldly, as I ought to speak.

21 Tychicus, the beloved brother and faith-
ful servant in the Lord, will tell you every-
thing, so that you may know how I am do-
ing. 22 I have sent him to you for this very
purpose, so that you may know how we
are, and so that he may encourage your
hearts.

23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with
faith from God the Father and the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 24 May grace be with all those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ with a love
that never dies.
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Chapter 1
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Je-
sus, to all those set apart in Christ Jesus
who are at Philippi, with the overseers
and deacons. 2 May grace be to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
3 I thank my God in every remembrance
of you. 4 Always in every prayer of mine
for you all, it is with joy that I make my
prayer. 5 I give thanks for your fellowship
in the gospel from the first day until now.
6 I am confident of this very thing, that he
who began a good work in you will con-
tinue to complete it until the day of Jesus
Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way
about all of you because I have you in my
heart. You all have been my partners in
grace both inmy imprisonment and inmy
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8

For God ismywitness, how I long for all of
youwith the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9

And I am praying this: that your love may
aboundmore andmore in knowledge and
all understanding. 10 I pray for this so that
youmay approvewhat is excellent, and so
you may be sincere and without offense
on the day of Christ. 11 I pray that you also
will be filled with the fruit of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God.
12 Now I want you to know, brothers,
that what has happened to me has really
served to advance the gospel. 13 As a re-
sult, my chains in Christ came to light
throughout thewhole palace guard and to
everyone else. 14 Andmost of the brothers
have far more confidence in the Lord be-
cause ofmy chains, and theyhave courage
to fearlessly speak the word. 15 Some in-
deed even proclaim Christ out of envy and

strife, and also others out of good will. 16

The latter do it out of love, knowing that I
am put here for the defense of the gospel.
17 But the former proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely. They think
they will afflict me while I am in chains.
18 What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ
is proclaimed, and in this I rejoice. Yes,
and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that this
will result inmydeliverance through your
prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ. 20 It is according to my eager ex-
pectation and certain hope that I will not
be at all ashamed, and yet with all bold-
ness, now as always, Christ will be exalted
inmy body, whether by life or by death. 21
For tome to live is Christ and to die is gain.
22 But if I am to live in theflesh, thatmeans
fruitful labor forme. Yet which to choose?
I do not know. 23 For I am hard pressed be-
tween the two. My desire is to depart and
be with Christ, which is far better, 24 yet
to remain in the flesh is more necessary
for your sake. 25 And being convinced
of this, I know that I will remain and con-
tinue with you all, for your progress and
joy in the faith. 26 So that in me you may
have increasing reasons to boast in Christ
Jesus when I come to you again. 27 Only
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I
come to see you or am absent, I may hear
about you, that you are standing firm in
one spirit, with onemind striving together
for the faith of the gospel. 28 And do
not be frightened in any respect by those
who are your opponents. This is a sign
to them of their destruction, but of your
salvation—and this fromGod. 29 For it has
been granted to you, for the sake of Christ,
not only to believe in him, but also to suf-
fer for his sake, 30 having the same conflict
which you saw inme, andnowyouhear in
me.
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Chapter 2
1 If there is any encouragement in Christ,
if there is any comfort from his love, if
there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if
there are any tender mercies and compas-
sions, 2 then make my joy full by thinking
alike, having the same love, being united
in spirit, and having the same purpose.
3 Do nothing out of selfishness or empty
conceit. Instead with humility consider
others better than yourselves. 4 Each of
you should take care not only for your
own needs, but also for the needs of oth-
ers. 5 Think in the way that was also in
Christ Jesus.

6 He existed in the form of God,

but he did not consider his equalitywith
God

as something to hold on to.
7 Instead, he emptied himself.

He took the form of a servant.

He appeared in the likeness of men.

He was found in appearance as a man.
8 He humbled himself and became obe-

dient to the point of death,

even death of a cross!
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him.

He gave him the name that is above
every name.

10Hedid this so that in the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,

the knees of those in heaven and on
earth and under the earth.

11 And he did this so that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
12 So then, my beloved, as you always
obey, not only in my presence but now

much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling. 13
For it is God who is working in you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without complaining or ar-
guing. 15 Act in this way so that you may
become blameless and honest, children of
God without blemish. Act in this way so
that you may shine as lights in the world,
in the middle of a crooked and depraved
generation. 16 Hold tightly to the word of
life so that I may have reason to glory on
the day of Christ. For then I will know that
I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17

But even if I am poured out as an offering
on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I
rejoice, and I rejoice with you all. 18 In the
samemanner you also rejoice, and you re-
joice with me.

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Tim-
othy to you soon, so that I may also be en-
couraged when I know the things about
you. 20 For I have no one else with his
same attitude, who is truly anxious for
you. 21 For they all seek their own inter-
ests, not the things of Jesus Christ. 22 But
you know his worth, because as a child
serves his father, so he served with me in
the gospel. 23 So I hope to sendhimas soon
as I see how thingswill gowithme. 24 But I
am confident in the Lord that I myself will
also come soon. 25 But I think it is neces-
sary to send Epaphroditus back to you. He
is my brother and fellow worker and fel-
low soldier, and your messenger and ser-
vant for my needs. 26 For he was very dis-
tressed, and he longed to be with you all,
because you heard that he was sick. 27 For
indeed he was so sick that he almost died.
But God had mercy on him, and not on
him only, but also on me, so that I might
not have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 So it
is all the more eagerly that I am sending
him, so that when you see him again you
may rejoice and I will be freer from anxi-
ety. 29 Welcome Epaphroditus in the Lord
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with all joy. Honor people like him. 30 For
it was for the work of Christ that he came
near death. He risked his life to serve me
and fill up what you could not do in ser-
vice to me.

Chapter 3
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.
Forme to write these same things again to
you is not bothersome. These things will
keep you safe. 2 Watch out for the dogs.
Watch out for the evil workers. Watch out
for the mutilation. 3 For we are the cir-
cumcision. It is we who worship by the
Spirit of God. It is we who take pride in
Christ Jesus, and who have no confidence
in the flesh. 4 Even so, I myself could
have confidence in the flesh. If anyone
thinks he has confidence in the flesh, I
could have even more. 5 I was circum-
cised on the eighth day, of the people of Is-
rael, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; in respect to the law, a Pharisee.
6 I zealously persecuted the church. In re-
spect to the righteousness of the law, I was
blameless. 7 But whatever things were a
profit for me, I have considered them as
loss because of Christ. 8 In fact, now I
count all things to be loss because of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Je-
sus my Lord. For him I have discarded all
things. I consider them rubbish so that I
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him. I
do not have a righteousness of my own
from the law. Instead, I have the righ-
teousness that is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness that is from God based
on faith. 10 So now I want to know him
and the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of his sufferings. I want to be
transformed into the likeness of his death,
11 so somehow I may experience the res-
urrection from the dead ones. 12 It is
not true that I have already received these

things, or that I have become complete.
But I press on in order that I may grasp
that for which I was grasped by Christ Je-
sus. 13 Brothers, I do not think that I my-
self have yet grasped it. But there is one
thing: I forget what is behind and strain
for what is ahead. 14 I press on toward the
goal towin the prize of the upward calling
of God in Christ Jesus. 15 All of us who are
mature, let us think this way. And if you
think differently about anything, God will
also reveal that to you. 16 However, what-
ever we have reached, let us hold on to it.
17 Be imitators of me, brothers. Closely
watch those who are walking by the ex-
ample that you have in us. 18 Many are
walking—those about whom I have often
told you, and now I am telling you with
tears—as enemies of the cross of Christ.
19 Their destiny is destruction. For their
god is their stomach, and their pride is
in their shame. They think about earthly
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven,
from where we also wait for a savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Hewill transform our
lowly bodies into bodies formed like his
glorious body, formed by the might of his
power to subject all things to himself.

Chapter 4
1 Therefore, my beloved brothers whom
I long for, my joy and crown, in this way
stand firm in the Lord, beloved friends.
2 I am pleading with Euodia, and I am
pleading with Syntyche, be of the same
mind in the Lord. 3 Indeed, I am entreat-
ing you also, my true yokefellow: help
thesewomen. For they laboredwithme in
spreading the gospel along with Clement
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose
names are in The Book of Life.
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I
will say, rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be
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known to all people. TheLord is near. 6Do
not be anxious about anything. Instead, in
everything by prayer and requests, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be known
to God. 7 And the peace of God, which ex-
ceeds all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever things are
true, whatever things are honorable,
whatever things are just, whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report, if
there is anything excellent, if there is any-
thing to be praised, think about these
things. 9 The things that you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me,
do these things. And the God of peace will
be with you.
10 I greatly rejoice in the Lord because
now at last you have renewed your con-
cern for me. You had indeed been con-
cerned forme before, but therewas no op-
portunity for you to help. 11 I am not say-
ing this because I am in need. For I have
learned to be content in all circumstances.
12 I know what it is to be poor, and I also
know what it is to have plenty. In every
way and in all things I have learned the
secret of how to be well-fed or to be hun-
gry, and how to have an abundance or to
be in need. 13 I can do all things through
him who strengthens me. 14 However,
you did well to share with me in my diffi-
culties. 15 And you know, you Philippians,
that in the beginning of the gospel, when
I left Macedonia, no church supported me
in the matter of giving and receiving ex-
cept you only. 16 Even when I was in Thes-
salonica, you sent help formy needsmore
than once. 17 It is not that I seek the gift.
Instead, I seek the fruit that increases to
your credit. 18 I have received all the
things, and I have plenty. I have been
filled. I have received from Epaphroditus

the things from you. They are a sweet-
smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice
pleasing to God. 19 Andmy God will fill ev-
ery need of yours according to his riches
in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God
and Father be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

21 Greet every believer in Christ Jesus. The
brothers who are with me greet you. 22

All the believers here greet you, especially
those of Caesar’s household.
23 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit. a
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4:23 aSome versions add, Amen.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 to the believers and faithful brothers in
Christ who are at Colossae. May grace be
to you, and peace from God our Father. a

3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and we always pray for
you. 4 We have heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus and of the love that you have
for all those set apart for God. 5 You have
this love because of the confident expec-
tation reserved for you in heaven. You
heard about this confident expectation be-
fore in the word of truth, the gospel, 6

which has come to you. This gospel is
bearing fruit and is growing in all the
world. It has been doing this in you also
from the day you heard it and learned
about the grace of God in truth. 7 This
is the gospel as you learned it from Epa-
phras, our beloved fellow servant, who is
a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf.
b 8 Epaphras has made known to us your
love in the Spirit.
9 Because of this love, from the day we
heard this we have not stopped praying
for you. Wehavebeen asking that youwill
be filled with the knowledge of his will
in all wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing. 10 We have been praying that you
will walk worthily of the Lord in pleasing
ways. We have been praying that you will
bear fruit in every good deed and that you
will grow in the knowledge of God. 11 We

pray you may be strengthened in every
ability according to the power of his glory
into all perseverance and patience. 12 We
pray that you will joyfully give thanks to
the Father, whohasmade you able to have
a share in the inheritance of the believers
in light. c 13 He has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son. 14 In
his Son we have redemption, the forgive-
ness of sins. d 15 The Son is the image of
the invisible God. He is the firstborn of
all creation. 16 For by him all things were
created, those in the heavens and those
on the earth, the visible and the invisi-
ble things. Whether thrones or dominions
or governments or authorities, all things
were created by him and for him. 17 He
is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning and
the firstborn from among the dead, so he
has first place among all things. 19 For God
was pleased that all his fullness should
live in him, 20 and to reconcile through
the Son all things to himself. God made
peace through the blood of his cross. God
reconciled all things to himself, whether
the things on the earth or the things in
heaven. 21 And you also, at one time,
were strangers to God and were his ene-
mies in mind and in evil deeds. 22 But
now he has reconciled you by his physi-
cal body through death. He did this in or-
der to present you holy, blameless, and
above reproach before him, 23 if you con-
tinue in the faith, established and firm,
notmoved away from the confident expec-
tation of the gospel that you heard. This
is the gospel that was proclaimed to every
person created under heaven. This is the
gospel of which I, Paul, became a servant.

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you.
And I fill up in my flesh what is lacking
of the afflictions of Christ for the sake of
his body, which is the church. 25 It is of
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this church that I am a servant, according
to the responsibility from God that was
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of
God. 26 This is the secret truth that was
hidden for ages and for generations. But
now it has been revealed to those who
believe in him. 27 It is to them that God
wanted to make known the riches of the
glory of this secret truth among the Gen-
tiles. It is that Christ is in you, the confi-
dence of future glory. 28 This is he whom
we proclaim. We admonish every person,
and we teach every person with all wis-
dom, so that we may present every per-
son complete in Christ. 29 For this I labor
and strive according to his energy that is
at work in me in power.

1:2 aSome versions add, and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1:7 bSome versions read, on your behalf.

1:12 cSome versions read, who has made
us able to have a share.

1:14 dSome versions read, In his Son we
have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins.

Chapter 2
1 For I want you to know how great a
struggle I have had for you, for those at
Laodicea, and for as many as have not
seen my face in the flesh. 2 I work so that
their hearts may be encouraged by being
brought together in love and into all the
riches of full assurance of understanding,
into the knowledge of the secret truth of
God, that is, Christ. 3 In him all the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge are hid-
den. 4 I say this so that no one may
trick youwith persuasive speech. 5 And al-
though I am not with you in the flesh, yet I

am with you in spirit. I rejoice to see your
good order and the strength of your faith
in Christ.
6 As you received Christ the Lord, walk in
him. 7 Be firmly planted in him, be built
on him, be established in faith just as you
were taught, and abound in thanksgiving.

8 See that no one captures you through the
philosophy and the empty deceit accord-
ing to the tradition of men, conforming to
the elements of the world, and not con-
forming to Christ. 9 For in him lives all
the fullness of God bodily. 10 And you
are filled in him. He is the head of every
power and authority. 11 In him you were
also circumcised with a circumcision not
done by humans in the removal of the
body of flesh, but in the circumcision of
Christ. 12 You were buried with him in
baptism. And in him you were raised up
through faith in the power of God, who
raised him from the dead ones. 13 And
when you were dead in your trespasses
and in the uncircumcision of your flesh,
he made you alive together with him and
forgave us all of our trespasses. a 14 He
erased the written record of debts and the
regulations that were against us. He re-
moved it all and nailed it to the cross. 15

He disarmed the powers and authorities,
he made a public spectacle of them, being
victorious over them by the cross.
16 So then, let no one judge you in eating or
in drinking, or about a feast day or a new
moon, or about Sabbath days. 17 These are
a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance is Christ. 18 Let no one who
wants humility and the worship of angels
judge you out of your prize. Such a per-
son enters into the things he has seen and
becomes puffed up by his fleshly think-
ing. 19 He does not hold on to the head.
It is from the head that the whole body
throughout its joints and ligaments is sup-
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plied and held together; it grows with the
growth given by God.
20 If you died together with Christ to the
elements of the world, why do you live as
obligated to the world: 21 “Do not handle,
nor taste, nor touch”? 22 All these things
are destined for corruption with use, ac-
cording to the instructions and teachings
of men. 23 These rules have the wisdom of
self-made religion and humility and sever-
ity of the body. But they have no value
against the indulgence of the flesh.

2:13 aSome older versions read, and for-
gave you all of your trespasses.

Chapter 3
1 If then God has raised you with Christ,
seek the things above, where Christ is sit-
ting at the right hand of God. 2 Think
about the things above, not about the
things on earth. 3 For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4

When Christ appears, who is your life,
then you will also appear with him in
glory. a

5 Put to death, then, the members that
are on earth—sexual immorality, unclean-
ness, passion, evil desire, and greed,
which is idolatry. 6 It is for these things
that the wrath of God is coming on the
sons of disobedience. b 7 It is in these
things that you also once walked when
you lived in them. 8 But now youmust get
rid of all these things—wrath, anger, evil
intentions, insults, and obscene speech
from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one
another, since you have taken off the old
manwith its practices, 10 and youhave put

on the newman that is beingmade new in
knowledge according to the image of the
one who created it. 11 This is where there
is no Greek and Jew, circumcision and un-
circumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
freeman, but Christ is all, and is in all.
12 Put on, then, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, intestines of mercy, kind-
ness, lowliness, meekness, and patience.
13 Bear with one another. Be gracious to
each other. If someone has a complaint
against someone else, forgive in the same
way that the Lord has forgiven you. 14

Above all these things, have love, which is
the bond of perfection. 15 Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts. It was for this
peace that you were called in one body.
And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ
live in you richly. With all wisdom teach
and admonish one another with psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs. Sing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And
whatever youdo, inword or in deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks
to God the Father through him.
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as it is
appropriate in the Lord. 19Husbands, love
your wives, and do not be bitter against
them. 20 Children, obey your parents in
all things, for this is pleasing in the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children,
so that they will not be discouraged. 22

Slaves, obey your masters according to
the flesh in all things, not with eyeser-
vice as people pleasers, but with a sincere
heart. Fear the Lord. 23 Whatever you do,
work from the soul as to the Lord and not
as to people. 24 You know that you will
receive from the Lord the reward of the
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom
you serve. 25 For anyonewho does unrigh-
teousness will receive the penalty for the
unrighteousness that he did, and there is
no partiality.
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3:4 aSome versions read, When Christ ap-
pears, who is our life, then you will also ap-
pear with him in glory.

3:6 bSome versions read, It is for these
things that the wrath of God is coming.

Chapter 4
1 Masters, give to slaves what is right and
fair. You know that you also have amaster
in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer. Stay alert
in it in thanksgiving. 3 Pray together for us
also, that God would open a door for the
word, to speak the secret truth of Christ.
Because of this, I am chained up. 4 And
pray that I may make it clear, as I ought
to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those
outside, and redeem the time. 6 Let your
words always be with grace. Let them be
seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you should answer each person.

7 As for the things concerning me, Tychi-
cus will make them known to you. He is
a beloved brother, a faithful servant, and
fellow slave in the Lord. 8 I sent him to
you for this, that you might know the mat-
ters about us, and so that he may encour-
age your hearts. a 9 I sent him together
with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved
brother, who is one of you. They will tell
you everything that has happened here.
10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets
you, as well as Mark, the cousin of Barn-
abas (about whom you received orders; if
he comes to you, receive him), 11 and also
Jesus who is called Justus. These alone of
the circumcision are my fellow workers
for the kingdom of God. They have been
a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras greets you.

He is one of you and a slave of Christ Jesus.
He always strives for you in prayer, so that
youmay stand complete and fully assured
in all the will of God. 13 For I bear witness
of him, that he works hard for you, for
those in Laodicea, and for those in Hier-
apolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and
Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brothers
in Laodicea, and Nympha, and the church
that is in her house. 16When this letter has
been read among you, have it read also in
the church of the Laodiceans, and see that
you also read the letter from Laodicea. 17

Say to Archippus, “Look to the ministry
that you have received in the Lord, that
you should fulfill it.”

18 This greeting is with my own hand—
Paul. Remembermy chains. May grace be
with you.
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4:8 aSome older versions read, I sent him
to you for this, that he might know the mat-
ters about you, and that he may encourage
your hearts.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the
church of the Thessalonians in God the Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ. May grace
and peace be to you. a

2 We always give thanks to God for all of
you, as we mention you in our prayers. 3

We remember without ceasing before our
God and Father your work of faith, labor
of love, and patient confidence for the fu-
ture in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 Broth-
ers loved by God, we know he has chosen
you, 5 because our gospel came to you not
in word only, but also in power, in the
Holy Spirit, and in much assurance. In
the same way, you also know what kind
of men we were among you for your sake.
6 You became imitators of us and of the
Lord, as you received the word in much
hardship with joy from the Holy Spirit. 7

As a result, you became an example to all
in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8

For from you the word of the Lord has
rung out, and not only in Macedonia and
Achaia. Instead, to every place your faith
in God has gone out. As a result, we do
not need to say anything. 9 For they them-
selves report what kind of coming we had
among you. They tell how you turned to
God from the idols to serve the living and
true God. 10 They report that you are wait-
ing for his Son from heaven, whom he

raised from the dead ones. This is Jesus,
who frees us from the wrath to come.

1:1 aSome older versions read, May grace
and peace be to you from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter 2
1 For you yourselves know, brothers, that
our coming to you was not useless. 2

You know thatwe previously suffered and
were shamefully treated at Philippi. We
were bold in our God to speak to you the
gospel of God in much struggling. 3

For our exhortation was not from error,
nor from impurity, nor from deceit. 4 In-
stead, just as we have been approved by
God to be trusted with the gospel, so we
speak. We speak, not to please men, but
to please God. He is the one who exam-
ines our hearts. 5 For we did not at any
time use words as flattery, as you know,
nor as a pretext for covetousness, as God
is our witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory
from people, either from you or from oth-
ers. We could have claimed privileges as
apostles of Christ. 7 Instead, we were
as gentle among you as a mother comfort-
ing her own children. a 8 In this way we
had affection for you. We were pleased to
share with you not only the gospel of God
but also our own lives. For you had be-
come very dear to us. 9 For you remember,
brothers, our labor and toil. Night and
daywewereworking so thatwemight not
weigh down any of you. During that time,
we preached to you the gospel of God. 10

You are witnesses, and God also, how holy,
righteously, and blamelessly we behaved
ourselves toward you who believe. 11 In
the same way you know how we dealt
with each one of you as a father deals with
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his own children, 12 we were begging you
and encouraging and urging you to walk
in a manner that is worthy of God, who
calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
13 For this reason we also thank God con-
stantly. For when you received from us
God’s message that you heard, you ac-
cepted it not as the word of man. Instead,
you received it as it truly is, the word of
God. It is this word that is also at work
among youwhobelieve. 14 For you, broth-
ers, became imitators of the churches of
God that are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For
you also suffered the same things from
your own countrymen, as they did from
the Jews. 15 Itwas the Jewswhokilled both
the Lord Jesus and the prophets. It was
the Jews who drove us out. They do not
please God. Instead, they are hostile to all
people. 16 They forbid us to speak to the
Gentiles for them to be saved. The result
is that they always fill up their own sins.
Wrath must come on them in the end.
17 We were separated from you, brothers,
for a short time, in personnot in heart. We
were especially eager, with great desire,
to see your face. 18 For we wished to come
to you, I, Paul, once and again, but Satan
stopped us. 19 For what is our confidence
for the future, or joy, or crown of pride in
front of our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it
not you just as much as others? 20 For you
are our glory and our joy.

2:7 aSome other versions read, Instead, we
were like babies among you, as when a
mother comforts her own children.

Chapter 3
1 Therefore, when we could no longer
bear it, we thought it was good to be left

behind at Athens alone. 2 We sent Tim-
othy, our brother and fellow worker for
God in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen
and comfort you regarding your faith. a

3 We did this so that no one would be
shaken by these sufferings. For your-
selves know that for this we have been
appointed. 4 Truly, when we were with
you, we told you in advance that we were
about to suffer affliction, and that hap-
pened, as you know. 5 For this reason,
when I could no longer stand it, I sent that
I might know about your faith. Perhaps
the tempter had somehow tempted you,
and our labor was in vain. 6 But Timothy
came to us from you and brought us the
good news of your faith and love. He told
us that you always have good memories
of us, and that you long to see us just as
we also long to see you. 7 Because of this,
brothers, we were comforted by you be-
cause of your faith, in all our distress and
affliction. 8 For now we live, if you stand
firm in the Lord. 9 Forwhat thanks canwe
give to God for you, for all the joy that we
have before our God over you? 10 Night
and day we pray very hard that we may
see your face and provide what is lacking
in your faith.
11 May our God and Father himself, and
our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you.
12 May the Lord make you increase and
abound in love one for another and to-
ward all people, as we also do for you.
13 May he strengthen your hearts, so that
they will be blameless in holiness before
our God and Father, at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his holy ones.

3:2 aSome other versions read, We sent
Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in
the gospel of Christ.
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Chapter 4
1 Finally, brothers, we encourage and ex-
hort you in the Lord Jesus. As you re-
ceived instructions from us about how
youmust walk and please God, also in this
way walk, so that you do so even more. 2

For you know what instructions we gave
you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this
is the will of God, your sanctification, that
you avoid sexual immorality, 4 that each
of you knowhow to possess his ownvessel
in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion
of lust (as the Gentiles who do not know
God). 6 Let no man transgress and wrong
his brother in this matter. For the Lord
is an avenger in all these things, just as
we forewarned you and testified. 7 For
God did not call us to uncleanness, but to
holiness. 8 Therefore, he who rejects this
rejects not people, but God, who gives his
Holy Spirit to you.
9 Regarding brotherly love, you have no
need for anyone to write to you, for you
yourselves are taught by God to love one
another. 10 Indeed, you do this for all
the brothers who are in all Macedonia.
But we exhort you, brothers, to do this
even more. 11 We also exhort you to as-
pire to live quietly, mind your own busi-
ness, and work with your hands, just as
we commanded you. 12 Do this so that you
maywalk properly in respect to thosewho
are outside the faith, and so that you may
have need of nothing.
13 We do not want you to misunderstand,
brothers, about those who sleep, so that
you do not grieve like the rest who do not
have certainty about the future. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep in him. 15 For this
we say to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left at the
coming of the Lord, will surely not pre-

cede those who have fallen asleep. 16

For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven. He will come with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christwill
rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who
are left, will together with them be caught
up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. In this waywewill always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore, comfort one another
with these words.

Chapter 5
1 Now concerning the times and seasons,
brothers, you have no need that anything
be written to you. 2 For you yourselves
know perfectly well that the day of the
Lord is coming like a thief in the night. 3

When they say, “Peace and safety,” then
sudden destruction will come on them.
It will be like birth pains in a pregnant
woman. Theywill in noway escape. 4 But
you, brothers, are not in darkness so that
the day would overtake you like a thief. 5

For you are all sons of the light and sons
of the day. We are not sons of the night
or the darkness. 6 So then, let us not sleep
as the rest do. Instead, let us keep watch
and be sober. 7 For those who sleep do so
at night, and those who get drunk do so at
night. 8 But since we belong to the day,
we must stay sober and put on faith and
love as a breastplate, and the certainty of
future salvation for our helmet. 9 For God
did not destine us for wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10
It is he who died for us so that, whether
we are awake or asleep, we may live to-
getherwith him. 11 Therefore comfort one
another and build each other up, just as
you are already doing.
12 We ask you, brothers, to acknowledge
those who labor among you and who are

241



1 Thessalonians

over you in the Lord and who admonish
you. 13 We also ask you to regard them
highly in love because of their work. Be
at peace among yourselves. 14 We exhort
you, brothers: warn the disorderly, en-
courage the discouraged, help the weak,
be patient toward all. 15 See that no one
pay back evil for evil to anyone. Instead,
pursue what is good for one another and
for all. 16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray without
ceasing. 18 In everything give thanks. For
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do
not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things.
Hold on to what is good. 22 Avoid every
appearance of evil.
23 May the God of peace make you com-
pletely holy. May your whole spirit, soul,
and body be preserved without blame for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24

Faithful is he who calls you, the one who
will also do it.
25 Brothers, pray also for us.
26 Greet all the brotherswith a holy kiss. 27
I request of you by the Lord that this letter
be read to all the brothers.
28 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.
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2 Thessalonians

Chapter 1
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the
church of the Thessalonians in God our Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2Maygrace
be to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We should always give thanks to God
for you, brothers. For this is appropri-
ate, because your faith is growing very
much, and the love of each of you abounds
for one another. 4 So we ourselves speak
proudly about you among the churches
of God. We talk about your patience and
faith in all your persecutions. We talk
about the afflictions that you endure. 5

This is a sign of God’s righteous judgment.
The result is that you will be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God for which
you suffer. 6 It is righteous for God to
return affliction to those who afflict you,
7 and relief to you who are afflicted with
us. He will do this at the appearing of the
Lord Jesus from heavenwith the angels of
his power. 8 In flaming fire he will take
vengeance on those who do not know God
and on those who do not respond to the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suf-
fer the punishment of eternal destruction
away from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of his power. 10 He will do
this when he comes on that day to be glori-
fied by his people and to bemarveled at by
all those who believed. For our testimony
to you was believed. 11 Because of this
we also pray continually for you. We pray
that our God will consider you worthy of
your calling. Wepray that hewill fulfill ev-
ery desire of goodness and every work of
faith with power. 12 We pray these things
so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be

glorified by you. We pray that you will be
glorified by him, because of the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter 2
1 Now about the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our being gathered together to
be with him: we ask you, brothers, 2 that
you not be easily disturbed or troubled, ei-
ther by a spirit, by a message, or by a let-
ter that seems to be coming from us, to
the effect that the day of the Lord has al-
ready come. 3 Let no one deceive you
in any way. For it will not come until af-
ter the falling away comes, and the man
of lawlessness is revealed, the son of de-
struction. a 4 This is he who opposes and
exalts himself against all that is called God
or that is worshiped. As a result, he sits in
the temple of God and exhibits himself as
God. 5 Do you not remember that when
I was with you I told you these things? 6

Nowyou knowwhat restrains him, so that
he will be revealed only at the right time.
7 For themystery of lawlessness is already
working, only there is someone who re-
strains him now until he is taken out of
the way. 8 Then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill
with the breath of his mouth. The Lord
will bring him to nothing by the revelation
of his coming. 9 The lawless one’s com-
ing will be due to the work of Satan with
all power, signs, and false wonders, 10 and
with all deceit of unrighteousness. These
things will be for those who are perishing,
because they did not receive the love of
the truth for them to be saved. 11 For this
reason God is sending them a work of er-
ror so that they would believe a lie. 12 The
result is that they will all be judged, those
who did not believe the truth but instead
took pleasure in unrighteousness.
13 But we should always give thanks to
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God for you, brothers loved by the Lord.
For God chose you as the firstfruits for sal-
vation in sanctification of the Spirit and
belief in the truth. b 14 This is what he
called you to through our gospel to obtain
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So
then, brothers, stand firm. Grasp the tra-
ditions that you were taught, whether by
word or by our letter.
16 Nowmay our Lord Jesus Christ himself,
andGodour Fatherwho lovedus and gave
us eternal comfort and good confidence
for the future through grace, 17 comfort
and establish your hearts in every good
work and word.

2:3 aSome older versions read, and the
man of sin is revealed.

2:13 bSome other versions read, For God
chose you from the first for salvation.

Chapter 3
1 And now, brothers, pray for us, that the
word of the Lord may rush and be glori-
fied, as it also is with you. 2 Pray that we
may be delivered from wicked and evil
people, for not all have faith. 3 But the
Lord is faithful, who will establish you
and guard you from the evil one. 4 We
have confidence in the Lord about you,
that you both do and will continue to do
the things that we command. 5 May the
Lord direct your hearts to the love of God
and to the endurance of Christ.
6 Now we command you, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
avoid every brother who lives idly and
not according to the traditions that you
received from us. 7 For you yourselves
know it is proper for you to imitate us. We

did not live among you as those who had
no discipline. 8 And we did not eat any-
one’s food without paying for it. Instead,
weworked night and day in difficult labor
and hardship, so we might not be a bur-
den to any of you. 9 We did this not be-
cause we have no authority. Instead, we
did this in order to be an example to you,
so that you may imitate us. 10 When we
were with you, we commanded you, “If
any one does not want to work, he should
not eat.” 11 For we hear that some walk
idly among you. They do not work but
are instead meddlers. 12 Now such ones
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus
Christ, that they should work with quiet-
ness and eat their own food. 13 But you,
brothers, do not lose heart in doing what
is right. 14 If anyone does not obey our
word in this letter, take note of him and
have no association with him, so that he
may be ashamed. 15 Do not consider him
as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

16 May the Lord of peace himself give you
peace at all times in all ways. May the
Lord be with you all. 17 This is my greet-
ing, Paul, with my own hand, which is the
sign in every letter. This is how I write. 18
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all.
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1 Timothy

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according
to the commandment of God our Savior
and Christ Jesus our confidence, 2 to Tim-
othy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy,
and peace from God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you to do when I was leav-
ing for Macedonia, remain in Ephesus so
that you can command certain people not
to teach a different doctrine. 4 Neither
should they pay attention to stories and
endless genealogies. These cause argu-
ments rather than helping the plan of God,
which is by faith. 5 Now the goal of the
commandment is love from a pure heart,
from a good conscience, and from a sin-
cere faith. 6 Some people have missed the
mark and have turned away from these
things to foolish talk. 7 They want to be
teachers of the law, but they do not under-
stand what they say or what they insist
on. 8 But we know that the law is good
if one uses it lawfully. 9 And we know
this, that law is not made for a righteous
man, but for a lawless and rebellious peo-
ple, for ungodly people and sinners, and
for those who are godless and profane. It
is made for those who kill their fathers
and mothers, for murderers, 10 for sexu-
ally immoral people, for homosexuals, for
those who kidnap people for slaves, for
liars, for false witnesses, and for what-
ever else is against faithful instruction. 11
This instruction is according to the glori-
ous gospel of the blessed God with which
I have been entrusted.
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord. He
strengthened me, for he considered me

faithful, and he placed me into service. 13
I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a vi-
olent man. But I received mercy because
I acted ignorantly in unbelief. 14 But the
grace of our Lord overflowed with faith
and love that is in Christ Jesus. 15 This
message is reliable and worthy of all ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. I am the worst of
these. 16 But for this reason I was given
mercy, so that in me, the foremost, Christ
Jesus might demonstrate all patience. He
did this as an example for those who
would trust in him for eternal life. 17 Now
to the king of the ages, the immortal, in-
visible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.
18 I am placing this command before you,
Timothy, my child. I am doing this in ac-
cordance with the prophecies previously
made about you, so that you might en-
gage in the good fight. 19 Do this so that
youmay have faith and a good conscience.
Some people have rejected these and have
been shipwrecked in respect to the faith.
20 Such are Hymenaeus and Alexander,
whom I gave over to Satan so that they
may be taught not to blaspheme.

Chapter 2
1 Therefore first of all, I urge that requests,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, 2 for kings and all
who are in authority, in order that wemay
live a peaceful and quiet life in all godli-
ness and dignity. 3 This is good and ac-
ceptable before God our savior. 4 He de-
sires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there
is one God, and there is one mediator for
God and man, the man Christ Jesus. 6 He
gave himself as a ransom for all, as the tes-
timony at the right time. 7 For this pur-
pose, I, myself, was made a herald and an
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apostle. I am telling the truth. I am not ly-
ing. I am a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.
8 Therefore, I want men in every place
to pray and to lift up holy hands with-
out anger or arguing. 9 Likewise, I want
the women to dress themselves in proper
clothing, with modesty and self-control.
They should not have braided hair, or
gold, or pearls, or expensive clothing. 10

I want them to dress with what is appro-
priate for women who profess godliness
through good works. 11 A woman should
learn in silence and in all compliance. 12

I do not permit a woman to teach or to
exercise authority over a man, but to live
in quietness. 13 For Adam was formed
first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not de-
ceived, but the womanwas completely de-
ceived in transgression. 15 However, she
will be saved through bearing children, if
they continue in faith and love and sancti-
fication with soundness of mind.

Chapter 3
1 This saying is trustworthy: If someone
desires to be an overseer, he desires a
good work. 2 Therefore the overseer must
be without reproach. He must be a hus-
band of one wife. He must be moderate,
sensible, orderly, hospitable. He must be
able to teach. 3 He must not be addicted
to wine, not a brawler, but instead, gentle,
peaceful. Hemust not be a lover ofmoney.
4 He should manage his own household
well, and his children should obey him
with all respect. 5 For if a man does not
know how to manage his own household,
how will he care for a church of God? 6

He should not be a new convert, so that he
does not swell with pride and might fall
into condemnation as the devil. 7 Hemust
also have a good reputation with those

outside, so that he does not fall into dis-
grace and the trap of the devil. 8 Dea-
cons, likewise, should be dignified, not
double-talkers. They should not drink too
much wine or be greedy. 9 They should
keep the revealed truth of the faith with a
clean conscience. 10 They should also be
approved first, then they should serve be-
cause they are blameless. 11 Women in
the same way should be dignified. They
should not be slanderers. They should
be moderate and faithful in all things. 12

Deacons must be husbands of one wife.
Theymustmanagewell their children and
household. 13 For those who have served
well acquire for themselves a good stand-
ing and great confidence in the faith that
is in Christ Jesus.
14 I am writing these things to you, and I
hope to come to you soon. 15 But if I delay,
I amwriting so that youmay know how to
behave in the household of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and
support of the truth. 16 And it is undeni-
able that the revealed truth of godliness is
great:

”He appeared in the flesh,

was justified by the Spirit,

was seen by angels,

was proclaimed among nations,

was believed on in the world,

and was taken up in glory.”

Chapter 4
1 Now the Spirit clearly says that in later
times some people will leave the faith and
pay attention to deceitful spirits and the
teachings of demons 2 in lying hypocrisy.
Their own consciences will be branded.
3 They will forbid to marry and to re-
ceive foods that God created for sharing
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with thanksgiving among those who be-
lieve and who know the truth. 4 For ev-
erything created by God is good. Nothing
that we take with thanksgiving is to be re-
jected. 5 For it is sanctified by the word of
God and prayer.
6 If youplace these things before the broth-
ers, you will be a good servant of Jesus
Christ. For you are being nourished by
the words of faith and by the good teach-
ing that you have followed. 7 But reject
worldly stories loved by old women. In-
stead, train yourself in godliness. 8 For
bodily training is a little useful, but god-
liness is useful for all things. It holds
promise for this life now and the life to
come. 9 This message is trustworthy
and worthy of full acceptance. 10 For it
is for this that we struggle and work very
hard. For we have confidence in the liv-
ing God, who is the Savior of all people,
but especially of believers. 11 Proclaim
and teach these things. 12 Let no one de-
spise your youth. Instead, be an example
for those who believe, in speech, conduct,
love, faithfulness, and purity. 13 Until I
come, attend to the reading, to the exhor-
tation, and to the teaching. 14 Do not
neglect the gift that is in you, which was
given to you through prophecy, with the
laying on of the hands of the elders. 15

Care for these things. Be in them, so that
your progressmaybe evident to all people.
16 Give careful attention to yourself and
to the teaching. Continue in these things.
For by doing so, youwill save yourself and
those who listen to you.

Chapter 5
1 Do not scold an older man. Instead,
exhort him as if he were a father. Ex-
hort youngermenas if theywere brothers.
2 Exhort older women as mothers, and

younger women as sisters in all purity. 3

Honor widows, the real widows. 4 But if
a widow has children or grandchildren,
let them first learn to show honor in their
own household. Let them repay their par-
ents, because this is pleasing to God. 5 But
a real widow is left all alone. She puts her
confidence in God. She always remains
with requests and prayers both night and
day. 6 However, the woman who lives
for pleasure is dead, even though she is
still alive. 7 And preach these things so
that they may be without reproach. 8 But
if someone does not provide for his own
relatives, especially for those of his own
household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever. 9 Let a woman
be enrolled as awidowwho is not younger
than sixty, a wife of one husband. 10 She
must be known for good deeds, whether
it is that she has cared for children, or
has been hospitable to strangers, or has
washed the feet of the believers, or has re-
lieved the afflicted, or has been devoted
to every good work. 11 But as for younger
widows, refuse to enroll them in the list.
For when they give in to bodily desires
against Christ, they want to marry. 12 In
this way they incur guilt because they re-
voke their first commitment. 13 They also
become accustomed to being idle. They
go around from house to house. Not only
do they become idle, but they also become
gossips and meddlesome. They say things
they should not say. 14 I therefore want
younger women to marry, to bear chil-
dren, to manage the house, in order to
give the adversary no opportunity to ac-
cuse us of doing evil. 15 For some have
already turned aside after Satan. 16 If
any believing woman has widows, let her
help them, so that the church will not be
weighed down, so that it might help the
real widows.

17 Let the elders who rule well be consid-
ered worthy of double honor, especially
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those who work with the word and in
teaching. 18 For the scripture says, “You
shall not put a muzzle on an ox while it
treads the grain,” and “The laborer is wor-
thy of his wages.” 19 Do not receive an ac-
cusation against an elder unless there are
two or three witnesses. 20 Correct sinners
before all so that the restmaybe afraid. 21

I solemnly command you before God and
before Christ Jesus and their chosen an-
gels, that you keep these commands with-
out prejudice and that you do nothing out
of favoritism. 22 Place hands hastily on no
one. Do not share in the sins of another
person. You should keep yourself pure.
23 You should no longer drink water. In-
stead, you should take a little wine for the
stomach and your frequent sicknesses. 24

The sins of somepeople are openly known,
and they go before them into judgment.
But some sins follow later. 25 Likewise,
some good works are openly known, but
even the others cannot be hidden.

Chapter 6
1 Let all who are under the yoke as slaves
regard their own masters as worthy of all
honor. They should do this so that the
name of God and the teaching might not
be blasphemed. 2 The slaves who have
believing masters should not disrespect
them because they are brothers. Instead,
they should serve them all the more. For
the masters who are helped by their work
are believers and are loved. Teach and de-
clare these things.
3 Suppose that someone teaches differ-
ently and does not accept our faithful in-
struction, that is, the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Suppose that they do not ac-
cept the teaching that leads to godliness. 4
That person is proud and knows nothing.
Instead, he is sick with controversies and

arguments about words. These words re-
sult in envy, strife, insults, evil suspicions,
and 5 the constant conflict between peo-
ple with depravedminds. They turn away
from truth. They think that godliness is
a way to become rich. a 6 Now godliness
with contentment is great gain. 7 For we
have brought nothing into the world. Nei-
ther are we able to take out anything. 8

Instead, let us be satisfied with food and
clothing. 9 Now those who want to be-
come wealthy fall into temptation, into
a trap. They fall into many foolish and
harmful passions, and into whatever else
makes people sink into ruin and destruc-
tion. 10 For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil. Some people who desire
it have been mislead away from the faith
and have pierced themselves with much
grief.

11 But you, man of God, flee from these
things. Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faithfulness, love, endurance, and gentle-
ness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take
hold of the everlasting life to which you
were called. It was about this that you
gave witness before many witnesses as to
what is good. 13 I give you this com-
mand before God, who causes all things
to live, and before Christ Jesus, who spoke
what is true to Pontius Pilate: 14 keep
the commandment perfectly, without re-
proach, until the appearance of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 15 Godwill reveal his appear-
ing at the right time—God, the Blessed
One, the only power, the King who reigns,
the Lord who rules. 16 Only he has immor-
tality and dwells in inapproachable light.
Noman sees himor is able to viewhim. To
him be honor and eternal power. Amen.

17 Tell the rich in this world not to be
proud, and not to hope in riches, which
are uncertain. Instead, they should hope
inGod. He offers to us all the true riches to
enjoy. 18 Tell them to do good, to be rich in

248



1 Timothy

goodworks, to be generous, andwilling to
share. 19 In that way, they will store up for
themselves a good foundation for what is
to come, so that they will take hold of real
life.
20 Timothy, protect what was given to you.
Avoid the foolish talk and contradictory
arguments of what is falsely called knowl-
edge. 21 Some men proclaim these things
and so they have missed the faith. May
grace be with you.
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2 Timothy

6:5 aSome old copies add, Withdraw from
such things, but the best ancient copies do
not.

Chapter 1
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through
the will of God, according to the promise
of the life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 to Tim-
othy, beloved child: Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and Christ Je-
sus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve frommy fore-
fathers, with a clean conscience, as I con-
stantly remember you inmyprayers night
and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I
long to see you, that I may be filled with
joy. 5 I have been reminded of your gen-
uine faith, which lived first in your grand-
mother Lois and yourmother Eunice. And
I am convinced that it lives in you also.
6 This is the reason I am reminding you
to rekindle the gift of God in you through
the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did
not give us a spirit of fear, but of power
and love and discipline. 8 So do not
be ashamed of the testimony about our
Lord, nor of me, Paul, his prisoner. In-
stead, share in suffering for the gospel ac-
cording to the power of God. 9 It is God
who saved us and called us with a holy
calling. He did this, not according to our
works, but according to his own plan and
grace. He gave us these things in Christ
Jesus before times ever began. 10 But
now God’s salvation has been revealed
by the appearing of our Savior Christ Je-
sus. It is Christ who put an end to death

and brought life that never ends to light
through the gospel. 11 Because of this, I
was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and
a teacher. a 12 For this cause I also suf-
fer these things. But I am not ashamed,
for I know him whom I have believed. I
am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have entrusted to him until that
day. 13 Keep the example of faithful mes-
sages that you heard from me, with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14

The good thing that God committed to you,
guard it through the Holy Spirit, who lives
in us.
15 You know this, that all who live in Asia
turned away from me. In this group are
Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the
Lord grantmercy to the household of One-
siphorus, for he often refreshed me and
was not ashamed of my chain. 17 Instead,
when he was in Rome, he sought me dili-
gently, and he found me. 18 May the Lord
grant to him to find mercy from him on
that day. And all the ways he helped me
in Ephesus, you know very well.

1:11 aSome older versions add, to the Gen-
tiles.

Chapter 2
1 You therefore, my child, be strength-
ened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2

And the things you heard fromme among
many witnesses, entrust them to faithful
people who will be able to teach others
also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a
good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier
serves while entangled in the affairs of
this life, so that hemay please his superior
officer. 5 Also, if someone competes as an
athlete, he is not crowned unless he com-
petes by the rules. 6 It is necessary that
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the hardworking farmer receive his share
of the crops first. 7 Think about what I
am saying, for the Lord will give you un-
derstanding in everything. 8 Remember
Jesus Christ, from David’s seed, who was
raised from the dead ones. This is accord-
ing to my gospel message, 9 for which I
am suffering to the point of being chained
as a criminal. But the word of God is not
chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things
for thosewho are chosen, so that they also
may obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 This saying is
trustworthy:

”If we have died with him, we will also
live with him.

12 If we endure, we will also reign with
him.

If we deny him, he also will deny us.
13 if we are unfaithful, he remains faith-

ful,

for he cannot deny himself.”
14 Keep reminding them of these things.
Warn them before God not to quarrel
about words. Because of this there is noth-
ing useful. Because of this there is de-
struction for those who listen. a 15 Do
your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who has no reason
to be ashamed, who accurately teaches
the word of truth. 16 Avoid profane
talk, which leads to more and more god-
lessness. 17 Their talk will spread like
gangrene. Among whom are Hymenaeus
and Philetus. 18 These are men who have
missed the truth. They say that the res-
urrection has already happened. They
overturn the faith of some. 19 However,
the firm foundation of God stands. It has
this inscription: “The Lord knows those
who are his” and “Everyone who names
the name of the Lord must depart from
unrighteousness.” 20 In a wealthy home,
there are not only containers of gold and

silver. There are also containers of wood
and clay. Some of these are for honor-
able use, and some for dishonorable. 21

If someone cleans himself from dishonor-
able use, he is an honorable container. He
is set apart, useful to the Master, and pre-
pared for every good work. 22 Flee youth-
ful lusts. Pursue righteousness, faith, love,
and peace with those who call on the Lord
out of a clean heart. 23 But refuse foolish
and ignorant questions. You know that
they give birth to arguments. 24 The
Lord’s servant must not quarrel. Instead
hemust be gentle toward all, able to teach,
and patient. 25 He must in meekness edu-
cate those who oppose him. God may per-
haps give them repentance for the knowl-
edge of the truth. 26 They may become
sober again and leave the devil’s trap, af-
ter they have been captured by him for his
will.

2:14 aSome versions read, Warn them be-
fore the Lord

Chapter 3
1 But know this: in the last days there
will be difficult times. 2 For people will
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, and unholy. 3

They will be without natural affection, im-
placable, slanderers, without self-control,
violent, not lovers of good. 4 They will be
betrayers, headstrong, conceited, lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 5

They will have a shape of godliness, but
they will deny its power. Turn away from
these people. 6 For some of them are men
who enter into households and captivate
foolish women. These are women who
are heaped up with sins and are led away
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by various desires. 7 These women are al-
ways learning, but they are never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 8

In the same way that Jannes and Jambres
stood against Moses. In this way these
false teachers also stand against the truth.
They are men destroyed in mind, unap-
proved regarding the faith. 9 But they will
not advance very far. For their foolish-
ness will be obvious to all, just like that of
those men. 10 But as for you, you have
followed my teaching, conduct, purpose,
faith, longsuffering, love, patience, 11 per-
secutions, sufferings, and what happened
tome at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra.
I endured persecutions. Out of them all,
the Lord rescued me. 12 All those who
want to live in a godlymanner in Christ Je-
sus will be persecuted. 13 Evil people and
impostors will go to evenworse. Theywill
lead others astray. They themselves are
being led astray. 14 But as for you, re-
main in the things that you have learned
and have firmly believed. You know from
whom you have learned. 15 You know that
from childhood you have known the sa-
cred writings. These are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. 16 All scripture has been inspired
by God. It is profitable for doctrine, for
conviction, for correction, and for train-
ing in righteousness. 17 This is so that the
man of God may be competent, equipped
for every good work.

Chapter 4
1 I give this solemn command before God
and Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and because of his appear-
ing and his kingdom: 2 Preach the Word.
Be ready when it is convenient and when
it is not. Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
patience and teaching. 3 For the time
will come when people will not endure

sound teaching. Instead, they will heap
up for themselves teachers according to
their own desires. They will be tickling
their hearing. 4 They will turn their hear-
ing away from the truth, and they will
turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober-
minded in all things. Suffer hardship; do
the work of an evangelist; fulfill your ser-
vice. 6 For I am already being poured out.
The time of my departure has come. 7 I
have competed in the good contest; I have
finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8

The crown of righteousness has been re-
served for me, which the Lord, the righ-
teous judge, will give to me on that day.
And not to me only, but also to all those
who have loved his appearing.

9 Do your best to come to me quickly. 10

For Demas has left me. He loves this
present world and has gone to Thessa-
lonica. Crescenswent toGalatia, andTitus
went to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke iswithme.
Get Mark and bring himwith you because
he is useful to me in the work. 12 Tychicus
I sent to Ephesus. 13 The cloak that I left
at Troas with Carpus, bring it when you
come, and the books, especially the parch-
ments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith dis-
played many evil deeds against me. The
Lord will repay to him according to his
deeds. 15 You also should guard yourself
against him, because he greatly opposed
our words. 16 At my first defense, no one
stood with me. Instead, everyone left me.
May it not be counted against them. 17

But the Lord stood by me and strength-
ened me so that, through me, the procla-
mationmight be fully fulfilled, and that all
the Gentilesmight hear. I was rescued out
of the lion’smouth. 18 The Lordwill rescue
me from every evil deed and will save me
for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

19 Greet Priscilla, Aquila, and the house
of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained at
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Corinth, but Trophimus I left sick at Mile-
tus. 21 Do your best to come before win-
ter. Eubulus greets you, also Pudens, Li-
nus, Claudia, and all the brothers.
22 May the Lord be with your spirit. May
grace be with you.
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Titus

Chapter 1
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle
of Jesus Christ, for the faith of God’s cho-
sen people and the knowledge of the truth
that agrees with godliness, 2 with the con-
fidence of everlasting life that God, who
does not lie, promised before all the ages
of time. 3 At the right time, he revealed his
word by themessage that he trustedme to
deliver. I was to do this by the command
of God our savior. 4 To Titus, a true son in
our common faith. Grace and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our savior.
5 For this purpose I left you in Crete, that
you might set in order things not yet com-
plete and ordain elders in every city as
I directed you. 6 An elder must be
without blame, the husband of one wife,
with faithful children not accused of be-
ing wicked or undisciplined. 7 It is neces-
sary for the overseer, as God’s household
manager, to be blameless. He must not
be loud or unrestrained. He must not be
easily angered, not addicted to wine, not a
brawler, and not a greedyman. 8 Instead,
he should be hospitable, a friend of what
is good. He must be sensible, righteous,
godly, and self-controlled. 9 He should
hold tightly to the trustworthy message
that was taught, so that he may be able to
encourage others with good teaching and
correct those who oppose him.
10 For there are many rebellious people,
especially those of the circumcision. Their
words are worthless. They deceive and
lead people in the wrong direction. 11 It is
necessary to stop them. They teach what
they should not teach for shameful profit
and break up whole families. 12 One of
them, a wise man of theirs, said, “Cretans
are unceasing liars, bad and dangerous

animals, lazy bellies.” 13 This statement
is true, so correct them severely so that
they may be sound in the faith. 14 Do
not pay any attention to Jewish myths or
to the commandments of men who turn
back the truth. 15 To those who are
pure, all things are pure. But to those
who are stained and unbelieving, nothing
is pure. For their minds and consciences
have been stained. 16 They profess to
know God, but they deny him by their
deeds. They are detestable and disobedi-
ent. They are unapproved for any good
deed.

Chapter 2
1 But you, say what fits with faithful in-
struction. 2 Older men must be temper-
ate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in
love, and in perseverance. 3 Older
women likewise should always present
themselves as reverent, not gossips. They
should not be enslaved to much wine.
They should teach what is good 4 in or-
der to train the younger women to sen-
sibly love their own husbands and chil-
dren. 5 They should train them to be sensi-
ble, pure, good housekeepers, and obedi-
ent to their own husbands. They should
do these things so that God’s word may
not be insulted. 6 In the same way, en-
courage the younger men to be sensible.
7 In all ways present yourself as a model
of good works; and when you teach, show
integrity and dignity. 8 Speak a message
that is healthy and blameless, so that any-
one who is opposed may be put to shame,
because he has nothing bad to say about
us. 9 Slaves are to obey their masters in
all things. They are to please them and
not argue with them. 10 They should not
pilfer. Instead, they should show all good
faith, so that in every way they adorn our
teaching about God our savior. 11 For
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the grace of God has appeared to all peo-
ple. 12 It trains us to deny ungodliness and
worldly passions. It trains us to live sensi-
bly, righteously, and in a godly way in this
age 13 while we look forward to receiving
our blessed hope, the appearance of the
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ. 14 Jesus gave himself for us in or-
der to redeem us from all lawlessness and
tomake pure, for himself, a special people
who are eager to do good works.
15 Speak of and encourage these things.
Give correction with all authority. Let no
one disregard you.

Chapter 3
1 Remind them to submit to rulers and au-
thorities, to obey them, to be ready for ev-
ery good work. 2 Remind them to revile
no one, to avoid arguing, to let other peo-
ple have their way, and to show humility
to all people. 3 For once we ourselves
were thoughtless and disobedient. We
were led astray and enslaved by various
passions and pleasures. We lived in evil
and envy. We were detestable and hated
one another. 4 But when the kindness of
God our savior and his love for mankind
appeared, 5 it was not by works of righ-
teousness that we did, but by his mercy
that he saved us. He saved us through
the washing of new birth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit. 6 God richly poured the
Holy Spirit on us through our Savior Jesus
Christ. 7 He did this in order that, having
been justified by his grace, we might be-
come heirs through the confidence of eter-
nal life. 8 This message is trustworthy. I
want you to speak confidently about these
things, so that those who trust God may
be intent on the good works that he put
before them. These things are good and
profitable for all people. 9 But avoid fool-
ish debates and genealogies and strife and

conflict about the law. Those things are
worthless and unprofitable. 10 Reject any-
one who is causing divisions among you,
after one or two warnings, 11 and know
that such a one has turned from the right
way and is sinning and condemns him-
self.
12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to
you, hurry and come to me at Nicopolis,
where I have decided to spend the winter.
13Hurry and send Zenas, the expert in law,
and Apollos, in a way that they lack noth-
ing. 14 Our people must learn to engage
in good works that meet urgent needs so
that they may not be unfruitful.
15 All those who are with me greet you.
Greet those who love us in faith. Grace be
with all of you.
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Chapter 1
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and the
brother Timothy to Philemon, our dear
friend and fellow worker, 2 and to Apphia
our sister, and to Archippus our fellow sol-
dier, and to the church that meets in your
home. 3 May grace be to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4 I always thank my God. I mention you
in my prayers. 5 I have heard of the love
and the faith that you have in the Lord Je-
sus and for all the believers. 6 I pray that
the fellowship of your faith may be effec-
tive for the knowledge of everything good
that is among us in Christ. 7 For I have had
much joy and comfort because of your
love, because the hearts of the believers
have been refreshed by you, brother.
8 Therefore, although I have all the bold-
ness in Christ to command you to do what
you should do, 9 yet because of love, I ap-
peal to you instead—I, Paul, an old man,
and now a prisoner for Christ Jesus. 10 I
am asking you concerning my child Ones-
imus, whom I have fathered in my chains.
11 For he once was useless to you, but now
he is useful both to you and to me. 12 I
have sent him back to you, he who is my
very heart. 13 I wish I could have kept
him with me, so he could serve me for
you, while I am in chains for the sake of
the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do
anything without your consent. I did not
want your good deed to be from necessity
but from good will. 15 Perhaps for this he
was separated from you for a time, so that
you might have him back forever. 16 No
longerwould he be a slave, but better than

a slave, a beloved brother. He is beloved
especially tome, andmuchmore so to you,
in both the flesh and in the Lord. 17 And
so if youhavemeas a partner, receive him
as me. 18 If he has wronged you or owes
you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul,
write this with my own hand: I will pay
you back. Not to tell you that you owe me
your own self. 20 Yes, brother, do me a fa-
vor in the Lord; give rest to my heart in
Christ.
21 Confident about your obedience, I am
writing to you. I know that you will do
even more than I ask. 22 At the same time,
prepare a guest room for me, for I hope
that through your prayers I will be given
back to you.
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in
Christ Jesus, greets you. 24 So do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow
workers.
25 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit. Amen.
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Chapter 1
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times and
in many ways. 2 But in these last days, he
has spoken to us through a Son, whom he
appointed to be the heir of all things. It is
through him that God also made the uni-
verse. 3 He is the brightness of God’s glory,
the very character of his essence. He even
holds everything together by the word of
his power. After he had made cleansing
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
theMajesty on high. 4 He has become just
as superior to the angels, as the name he
has inherited is more excellent than their
name. 5 For towhich of the angels did God
ever say,

”You are my son,

today I have become your father” and
again,

”I will be a father to him,

and he will be a son to me”?
6 But again, when God brings the firstborn
into the world, he says, “All God’s angels
must worship him.” 7 About the angels he
says,

”He is the one who makes his angels
spirits,

and his servants flames of fire.”
8 But about the Son he says,

”Your throne, God, is forever and ever.

The scepter of your kingdom is the
scepter of justice.

9 You have loved righteousness and
hated lawlessness.

Therefore God, your God, has anointed
you

with the oil of joy more than your com-
panions.”

10 ”In the beginning, Lord, you laid the
earth’s foundation.

The heavens are the work of your
hands.

11 They will perish, but you will con-
tinue.

They will all wear out like a piece of
clothing.

12 You will roll them up like a cloak,

and they will be changed like a piece of
clothing.

But you are the same,

and your years do not end.”
13 But to which of the angels has God said
at any time,

”Sit at my right hand

until I make your enemies a stool for
your feet”?
14 Are not all angels spirits who serve, and
who are sent to care for those who will in-
herit salvation?

Chapter 2
1 Therefore we must give far more atten-
tion to what we have heard, so that we
do not drift away from it. 2 For if the
message that was spoken through the an-
gels is valid, and every transgression and
disobedience receives just punishment, 3
how then can we escape if we ignore so
great a salvation? This is salvation that
was first announced by the Lord and con-
firmed to us by thosewhoheard it. 4 At the
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same time God testified to it by signs, won-
ders, and various powerful deeds, and by
distributing the gifts of the Holy Spirit ac-
cording to his will.
5 For it was not to the angels that God
subjected the world to come, about which
we are speaking. 6 Instead, someone has
somewhere testified, saying,

”What is man, that you are mindful of
him?

Or a son of man, that you care for him?

7 You made man a little lower than the
angels;

you crowned himwith glory and honor.
a

8 Youput everything in subjection under
his feet.”

For it was to him that God has subjected
all things. He did not leave anything not
subjected to him. But now we do not yet
see everything subjected to him. 9 But we
see the one who was made lower than the
angels for a short amount of time: Jesus,
who, because of his suffering and death,
has been crowned with glory and honor.
So nowbyGod’s grace, he has tasted death
for every man. 10 For it was proper for
God, because everything exists for him
and through him, to bring many sons to
glory. It was proper for him to make the
leader of their salvation complete through
his sufferings. 11 For both the one who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified
have one source. So he is not ashamed to
call them brothers. 12 He says,

”I will proclaim your name tomy broth-
ers,

I will sing about you from inside the
assembly.”
13 And again,

“I will trust in him.”

And again,

“See, here am I and the children whom
God has given me.”
14 Therefore, since the children of God
share flesh and blood, Jesus also shared
the same things with them, so that
through death he would do away with the
one who had the power of death, that is,
the devil. 15 This was so that he would
free all those who through fear of death
lived all their lives in slavery. 16 For
of course it is not with angels that he is
concerned; instead, it is with the seed of
Abraham that he is concerned. 17 So it
was necessary for him to become like his
brothers in all ways, so that he would be
a merciful and faithful high priest in rela-
tion to the things of God, and so that he
would bring about the pardon of the peo-
ple’s sins. 18 Because Jesus himself has suf-
fered and was tempted, he is able to help
those who are tempted.

2:7 aSome older version add, and you have
put him over the works of your hands.

Chapter 3
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you share in a
heavenly calling. Think about Jesus, the
apostle and high priest of our confession.
2 He was faithful to God, who appointed
him, just as Moses was also faithful in
God’s house. 3 For Jesus has been consid-
ered worthy of greater glory than Moses,
because the one who builds a house has
more honor than the house itself. 4 For
every house is built by someone, but the
one who built everything is God. 5 On
one hand, Moses was faithful as a servant
in God’s entire house. He was a testimony
about the things that were to be spoken
of in the future. 6 But Christ is the Son in
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charge of God’s house. We are his house
if we hold fast to our courage and to our
proud confidence. 7 Therefore, it is just
as the Holy Spirit says:

”Today, if you hear his voice
8 do not harden your hearts

as in the rebellion,

in the time of testing in the wilderness.
9 Thiswaswhen your ancestors rebelled

by testing me,

and when, during forty years, they saw
my deeds.

10 Therefore I was displeased with that
generation.

I said, ’They are always being led astray
in their hearts.

They have not known my ways.’
11 It is just as I swore in my anger:

‘They will never enter my rest.’”
12 Be careful, brothers, so that among you
therewill not be anyonewith an evil heart
of unbelief, a heart that turns away from
the living God. 13 Instead, encourage one
another daily, as long as it is called “to-
day,” so that no one among you will be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14

For we have become partners of Christ if
we firmly hold to our confidence in him
from the beginning to the end. 15 About
this it has been said,

”Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts,

as in the rebellion.”
16 Who was it who heard God and re-
belled? Was it not all those who came out
of Egypt through Moses? 17 With whom
was he angry for forty years? Was it not
with those who sinned, whose dead bod-
ies fell in the wilderness? 18 To whom did
he swear that they would not enter his

rest, if it was not to those who disobeyed
him? 19 And we see that they were not
able to enter his rest because of unbelief.

Chapter 4
1 Therefore, let us be very careful so that
none of you might seem to have failed to
reach the promise left behind for you to
enter God’s rest. 2 For we were told the
good news just as they were. But that
message did not benefit those who did not
unite in faith with those who obeyed. a

3 For we who have believed are the ones
who will enter that rest, just as he said,

”As I swore in my wrath,

They will never enter my rest.”

Even so, his created works were finished
at the foundation of the world. 4 For he
has said somewhere about the seventh
day,

“God rested on the seventh day from all
his deeds.” 5 Again he has said,

“They will never enter my rest.”
6 Therefore, because it is still reserved for
some to enter his rest, and since many Is-
raelites who heard the good news did not
enter it because of disobedience, 7 Godhas
again set a certain day called, “Today.” Af-
termany days, he spoke through David, as
it was earlier said,

”Today if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts.”
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God
would not have spoken about another day.
9 Therefore there is still a Sabbath rest re-
served for God’s people. 10 For he who en-
ters into God’s rest has himself also rested
fromhis deeds, just as God did fromhis. 11
Therefore let us be eager to enter that rest,
so that no one will fall into the kind of dis-
obedience that they did. 12 For the word
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of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword. It pierces even
to the division of soul from spirit, and
joints frommarrow. It is able to know the
heart’s thoughts and intentions. 13 Noth-
ing created is hidden before God. Instead,
everything is bare and open to the eyes of
the one to whom we must give account.
14 Therefore, since we have a great high
priest who has passed through the heav-
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us firmly hold
to our beliefs. 15 Forwe do not have a high
priest who cannot feel sympathy for our
weaknesses. Instead, we have someone
who has in all ways been tempted as we
are, except that he is without sin. 16 Let us
then go with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

4:2 aOther versions read, But that message
did not benefit those who heard it without
joining faith to it.

Chapter 5
1 For every high priest, chosen from
among people, is appointed to act on the
behalf of people in the things concerning
God, so that he may offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently
with the ignorant and the wayward be-
cause he himself also is surrounded with
weakness. 3 Because of this, he also is re-
quired to offer sacrifices for his own sins,
just as he does for the people’s sins. 4 And
it is not for himself that anyone takes this
honor. Instead, he is called by God, just
as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, neither
did Christ honor himself by making him-
self high priest. Instead, the one speaking
to him said,

”You are my Son;

today I have become your Father.”
6 It is just as he also says in another place,

”You are a priest forever

after the manner of Melchizedek.”
7 During the days of his flesh, Christ of-
fered up both prayers and requests with
loud cries and tears to God, the one able
to save him from death. He was heard be-
cause of his piety. 8 Even though he was a
son, he learned obedience from the things
that he suffered. 9 He was made perfect
and became, for everyonewho obeys him,
the cause of eternal salvation. 10 He was
designated by God as high priest after the
manner of Melchizedek.
11 We have much to say about Jesus, but
it is hard to explain since you have be-
come dull in hearing. 12 For though by
this time you should be teachers, you still
have need for someone to teach you the
basic principles of God’s messages. You
need milk, not solid food! 13 For anyone
who only takesmilk is inexperiencedwith
the message of righteousness, because he
is still a baby. 14 But solid food is for adults.
These are those who because of their ma-
turity have their understanding trained
for distinguishing good from evil.

Chapter 6
1 So then, let us leave the beginning of the
message of Christ and move forward to
maturity. Let us not lay again the foun-
dation of repentance from dead works
and of faith in God, 2 nor the foundation
of teaching about baptisms, laying on of
hands, the resurrection of the dead peo-
ple, and eternal judgment. 3 We will also
do this if God permits. 4 For it is im-
possible for those who were once enlight-
ened, who tasted the heavenly gift, who
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were sharers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and who
tasted God’s good word and the powers of
the age to come, 6 butwho then fell away—
it is impossible to restore them again to
repentance. This is because they crucify
the Son of God for themselves again, and
publicly shame him. 7 For the land that
drinks in the rain that often comes on it,
and that gives birth to the plants useful
to those for whom the land was worked—
this is the land that receives a blessing
from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and this-
tles, it is worthless and is near to a curse.
Its end is in burning.

9 Butwe are convinced about better things
concerning you, beloved ones, things that
concern salvation, even though we speak
like this. 10 For God is not so unjust that he
would forget your work and the love that
you have shown for his name, because
you served the believers and still serve
them. 11 And we greatly desire that each
of youmay show the same diligence to the
end for the sake of full assurance of confi-
dence. 12 This is so that you will not be-
come lazy, but imitators of those who by
faith and patience inherit the promises.

13 For when God made his promise to
Abraham, he swore by himself, since he
could not swear by anyone greater. 14 He
said, “I will certainly bless you, and I will
greatly increase you.” 15 In this way, Abra-
hamobtainedwhatwas promised after he
had patiently waited. 16 For people swear
by someone greater than themselves. At
the end of each of their disputes, an oath
serves as confirmation. 17 When God de-
cided to show more clearly to the heirs
of the promise the unchangeable quality
of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an
oath. 18 He did this so that by two un-
changeable things—with which it is im-
possible for God to lie—we, who have fled
for refuge, will have a strong encourage-
ment to hold firmly to the confidence that

has been placed before us. 19 We have
this confidence as a secure and reliable an-
chor of our souls, confidence that enters
into the inner place behind the curtain. 20
Jesus entered into that place as a forerun-
ner for us, having become a high priest
forever after themanner ofMelchizedek.

Chapter 7
1 It was this Melchizedek, king of Salem,
priest of God Most High, who met Abra-
ham returning from the slaughter of the
kings and blessed him. 2 It was to him
that Abraham gave a tenth of everything.
His name “Melchizedek” means “king of
righteousness.” His other title is “king of
Salem,” that is, “king of peace.” 3 He is
without father, without mother, without
ancestors, with neither beginning of days
nor end of life. Instead, he resembles the
Son of God, because he remains a priest
forever.
4 See how great this man was. Our an-
cestor Abraham gave a tenth of the things
that he had taken in battle. 5 On one hand,
the sons of Levi who receive the priest-
hood have a command from the law to col-
lect tithes from the people, that is, from
their brothers, even though they, too,
have come from Abraham’s body. 6 But
on the other hand,Melchizedek, whose de-
scent was not traced from them, received
tithes from Abraham, and blessed him,
the one who had the promises. 7 There
is no denying that the lesser person is
blessed by the greater person. 8 In this
case,mortalmen receive tithes, but in that
case it is testified that he lives on. 9 And, in
a manner of speaking, Levi, who received
tithes, also paid tithes through Abraham,
10 because Levi was in the body of his an-
cestor when Melchizedek met Abraham.
11 Now if perfection were possible
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through the Levitical priesthood (for un-
der it the people received the law), what
further need would there have been for
another priest to arise after the manner
of Melchizedek, and not be considered
to be after the manner of Aaron? 12 For
when the priesthood is changed, the law
must also be changed. 13 For the one
about whom these things are said belongs
to another tribe, from which no one has
ever served at the altar. 14 Now clearly,
it is from Judah that our Lord was born,
a tribe that Moses never mentioned con-
cerning priests. 15 And what we say is
clearer yet if another priest arises in the
likeness of Melchizedek. 16 It was not on
the basis of the law of fleshly descent that
he became a priest, but instead on the ba-
sis of the power of an indestructible life.
17 For scripture witnesses about him:

”You are a priest forever

after the manner of Melchizedek.”
18 For there was a cancellation of the for-
mer commandment because it was weak
and useless. 19 For the law made nothing
perfect. However, there is the introduc-
tion of a better confidence for the future
through which we approach God. 20 And
this did not happen without the taking of
an oath. On one hand, those others be-
come priests without any oath. 21 But on
the other hand, this one, Jesus, became a
priest with an oath sworn by the one who
said to him,

”The Lord swore and will not change
his mind:

‘You are a priest forever.’”
22 By this also Jesus has given the guaran-
tee of a better covenant. 23 On one hand,
many become priests because by death
they are kept from continuing on. 24 On
the other hand, because Jesus remains for-
ever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25

Therefore he is also able to completely

save those who approach God through
him, because he always lives to intercede
for them. 26 For such a high priest is suit-
able for us. He is sinless, blameless, pure,
separated from sinners, and has become
higher than the heavens. 27 He does not
need, unlike the high priests, to offer up
daily sacrifices, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people. He did this
once for all, when he offered himself. 28

For the law appoints as high priests men
who have weaknesses. But the word of
the oath, which came after the law, ap-
pointed a Son, who has beenmade perfect
forever.

Chapter 8
1 Now the point of what we are saying is
this: We have a high priest who has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens. 2 He is a servant
in the holy place, the true tabernacle that
the Lord, not a man, set up. 3 For every
high priest is appointed to offer both gifts
and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary to
have something to offer. 4 Now if Christ
were on earth, he would not be a priest
at all, since there are those who offer the
gifts according to the law. 5 They serve in
a tabernacle that is a copy and shadow of
the heavenly things. It is just asMoseswas
warned by Godwhen he was about to con-
struct the tabernacle: God said, “See that
youmake everything according to the pat-
tern that was shown to you on the moun-
tain.” 6 But now Christ has received
a much better ministry. It is just as he
is also the mediator of a better covenant,
which is based on better promises. 7 For
if that first covenant had been faultless,
there would have been no need for a sec-
ond covenant. 8 For when God found
fault with the people, he said,

”See, the days are coming—says the
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Lord—

when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah.

9 It will not be like the covenant that I
made with their ancestors

on the day that I took themby their hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt.

For they did not continue in my
covenant,

and I disregarded them—says the Lord.
10 For this is the covenant that I will

make with the house of Israel

after those days—says the Lord.

I will put my laws into their minds,

and I will also write them on their
hearts.

I will be their God,

and they will be my people.
11 Theywill not teach each one his neigh-

bor

and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know
the Lord.’

For all will know me,

from the least to the greatest of them.
12 For I will be merciful to their acts of

unrighteousness,

and I will not remember their sins any
longer.”
13 By saying “new,” he has made the first
covenant old. And what has become out-
dated and old is near to disappearing.

Chapter 9
1 Now even the first covenant had regula-
tions for worship and an earthly sanctu-
ary. 2 For a tabernacle was prepared. The

first room, in which were the lampstand,
the table, and the bread of the presence,
was called the holy place. 3 Behind the
second curtain was another room, called
the most holy place. 4 It had a golden
altar for incense. It also had the ark of
the covenant, which was completely over-
laid with gold. Inside it was a golden
jar holding the manna, Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the tablets of the covenant.
5 Above the ark of the covenant, glori-
ous cherubim overshadowed the atone-
ment lid, which we cannot now talk about
in detail. 6 After these things were
prepared, the priests always entered the
outer room of the tabernacle to perform
their services. 7 But only the high priest
entered the second room once each year,
and not without blood that he offered for
himself and for the people’s unintentional
sins. 8 The Holy Spirit showed that the
way into the most holy place was not yet
revealed as long as the first tabernacle
was still standing. 9 This was an illustra-
tion for the present time. Both the gifts
and sacrifices that are now being offered
are not able to perfect theworshiper’s con-
science. 10 They are only concerned with
food and drink and various sorts of cere-
monial washings. These were all regula-
tions for the flesh thatwere provided until
the new order would be created.

11 Christ came as a high priest of the good
things that have come. He went through
the greater and more perfect tabernacle
that was not made by human hands, one
not belonging to this created world. a 12 It
was not by the blood of goats and calves,
but by his own blood that he entered into
the most holy place once for all and se-
cured our eternal redemption. 13 For
if the blood of goats and bulls and the
sprinkling of a heifer’s ashes on thosewho
have become unclean sets them apart to
God for the cleansing of their flesh, 14 how
much more will the blood of Christ, who
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through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without blemish to God, cleanse our con-
science from dead works to serve the liv-
ing God? 15 For this reason, he is the
mediator of a new covenant. This is so
that, since a death has taken place to free
those under the first covenant from their
sins, those who are called will receive the
promise of an eternal inheritance. 16

For where there is a will, the death of the
person who made it must be proved. 17

For a will is only in force when there has
been adeath, because it has no forcewhile
the one who made it is still alive. 18

So not even the first covenant was estab-
lished without blood. 19 For when Moses
had given every command in the law to all
the people, he took the blood of the calves
and the goats, with water, red wool, and
hyssop, and sprinkled both the scroll itself
and all the people. 20 Then he said, “This
is the blood of the covenant that God has
commanded for you.” 21 In the sameman-
ner, he sprinkled the blood on the taberna-
cle and all the containers used in the ser-
vice. 22 And according to the law, almost
everything is cleansed with blood. With-
out the shedding of blood there is no for-
giveness.

23 Therefore it was necessary that the
copies of the things in heaven should
be cleansed with these animal sacrifices.
However, the heavenly things themselves
had to be cleansed with much better sac-
rifices. 24 For Christ did not enter into the
most holy place made with hands, which
is only a copy of the true one. Instead he
entered into heaven itself, to appear now
in God’s presence for us. 25 He did not
go there in order to offer himself many
times, as does the high priest, who enters
the most holy place year by year with the
blood of another. 26 If that had been the
case, then it would have been necessary
for him to suffer many times since the
world’s foundation. But now it is just one

timeat the endof the ages that hehas been
revealed to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself. 27 Every person is destined to die
once, and after that comes judgment. 28

In the same way, Christ also, who was of-
fered once to take away the sins of many,
will appear a second time, not to deal with
sin, but for the salvation of those who are
waiting patiently for him.

9:11 aOther versions read, Christ came as
a high priest of the good things that are to
come.

Chapter 10
1 For the law is only a shadow of the
good things to come, not the real forms
of those things themselves. Those who ap-
proach God can never be made perfect by
the same sacrifices that the priests con-
tinually bring year after year. 2 Or else
would not those sacrifices have ceased to
be offered? In that case, if they had been
cleansed once and for all, the worshipers
would have no longer been aware of sin.
3 But with those sacrifices there is a re-
minder of sins year after year. 4 For it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats
to take away sins. 5 When Christ came
into the world, he said,

”It was neither sacrifices nor offerings
that you desired.

Instead, it is a body that you have pre-
pared for me.

6 In neither whole burnt offerings nor
sacrifices for sin did you take pleasure.

7 Then I said, ‘See, here I am, as it is
written about me in the scroll, to do your
will.’”
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8 First he said, “It was neither sacrifices,
nor offerings, nor whole burnt offerings,
nor sacrifices for sin that you desired. Nor
did you take pleasure in them.” These are
sacrifices that are offered according to the
law. 9 Then he said, “See, here I am to do
yourwill.” He takes away thefirst practice
in order to establish the second practice.
10 And by that will, we have been sancti-
fied through the offering of the body of Je-
sus Christ once for all. 11 On the one hand,
every priest stands day by day to serve
God. He is always offering the same sacri-
fices, although they can never take away
sins. 12 On the other hand, Christ offered
one sacrifice for sins forever, he sat down
at the right hand of God. 13 He is wait-
ing until his enemies are made a stool for
his feet. 14 For by one offering he has per-
fected forever those who are being sancti-
fied. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies
to us. For first he said,

16 ”This is the covenant that I will make
with them

after those days, says the Lord.

I will put my laws in their hearts,

and I will write them on their minds.
17 No more will I remember their sins

and iniquities.”
18 Now where there is forgiveness for
these, there is no longer any sacrifice for
sin.
19 Therefore, brothers, we have confi-
dence to enter into the most holy place
by the blood of Jesus. 20 That is the new
and living way that he has opened for us
through the curtain, that is, by means of
his flesh. 21 And because we have a great
priest over the house of God, 22 let us ap-
proach with true hearts in the full assur-
ance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and having
our bodies washed with pure water. 23

Let us also hold tightly to the confession

of our confident expectation, without wa-
vering, because God, who has promised, is
faithful. 24 Let us consider how to moti-
vate one another to love and good deeds.
25 Let us not stop meeting together, as
some have done. Instead, encourage one
another more and more, and all the more
as you see the day coming closer.
26 For if we deliberately go on sinning af-
ter we have received the knowledge of the
truth, a sacrifice for sins no longer exists.
27 Instead, there is only a certain fearful
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire
that will consume God’s enemies. 28 Any-
one who has rejected the law of Moses
dies without mercy at the testimony of
two or three witnesses. 29 How much
worse punishment do you think one de-
serves who has trampled under foot the
Son of God, who treated the blood of the
covenant as unholy—the blood by which
he was sanctified—and insulted the Spirit
of grace? 30 For we know the one who
said, “Vengeance belongs to me; I will pay
back.” And again, “The Lordwill judge his
people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God!
32 But remember the former days, after
you were enlightened, how you endured
a great struggle in suffering. 33 You were
exposed to public ridicule by insults and
persecution, and you were sharing with
those who went through such suffering.
34 For you had compassion on those who
were prisoners, and you acceptedwith joy
the seizure of your possessions. You knew
that you yourselves had a better and ever-
lasting possession. a 35 So do not throw
away your confidence, which has a great
reward. 36 For you need patience, so that
you may receive what God has promised,
after you have done his will.

37 ”For in a very little while,

the onewho is comingwill indeed come
and not delay.
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38 My righteous one will live by faith.

If he turns back, I will not be pleased
with him.”
39 But we are not any of those who turn
back to destruction. Instead, we are some
of those who have faith for keeping our
soul.

10:34 aSome older versions read, For you
had compassion on me in my chains.

Chapter 11
1 Now faith is the assurance about the
things that are confidently expected. It
is the evidence about events that are still
not seen. 2 For because of this the ances-
tors were approved for their faith. 3 By
faithweunderstand that the universewas
created by God’s command, so that what
is visible was not made out of things that
were visible. 4 It was by faith that Abel
offered God a better sacrifice than Cain,
through which he was attested to be righ-
teous, and God spoke well of him because
of his offerings. And by faith Abel still
speaks, even though he is dead. 5 It was
by faith that Enoch was taken up so that
he did not see death. “He was not found,
because God took him.” For before he
was taken up, it was testified that he had
pleased God. 6 Now without faith it is im-
possible to please him. For it is necessary
that anyone coming to God must believe
that he exists and that he is a rewarder of
those who seek him. 7 It was by faith that
Noah, having been given a divinemessage
about things not yet seen, with godly rev-
erence built a ship to save his household.
By doing this, he condemned the world
and became an heir of the righteousness
that is according to faith. 8 It was by

faith that Abraham, when he was called,
obeyed and went out to the place that he
was to receive as an inheritance. He went
out, not knowing where he was going. 9

It was by faith that he lived in the land
of promise as a foreigner. He lived in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs
of the same promise. 10 For he was look-
ing forward to the city which has founda-
tions, the city of which the architect and
builder would be God. 11 It was by faith,
even though Sarah herself was barren,
that Abraham received ability to father a
child. This happened even though he was
too old, since he considered as faithful the
onewhohad given the promise. a 12 There-
fore, from this one man, who was almost
dead, were born those who were like the
stars in the sky for their multitude and
like the grains of sand along the seashore,
which are uncountable. 13 It was in faith
that all these died without receiving the
promises. Instead, after seeing and greet-
ing them from far off, they admitted that
they were foreigners and exiles on earth.
14 For those who say such things make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland.
15 If they had been thinking of the coun-
try from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16

But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God, since
he has prepared a city for them. 17 It
was by faith that Abraham, when he was
tested, offered Isaac. It was his only son
whom he offered, he who had received
the promises. 18 It was Abraham to whom
it had been said, “It is through Isaac that
your descendants will be named.” 19 Abra-
ham reasoned that God was able to raise
up Isaac from the dead ones, and figura-
tively speaking, it was from them that he
received him back. 20 It was also by faith
about things to come that Isaac blessed Ja-
cob and Esau. 21 It was by faith that Ja-
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cob, when he was dying, blessed each of
Joseph’s sons. Jacob worshiped, leaning
on the top of his staff. 22 It was by faith
that Joseph, when his endwas near, spoke
of the departure of the children of Israel
from Egypt and instructed them about his
bones. 23 It was by faith that Moses,
when he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents because they saw
he was a beautiful child. They were not
afraid of the king’s command. 24 It was by
faith that Moses, after he had grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter. 25 Instead, he chose to suffer
with the people of God, rather than to en-
joy the pleasures of sin for a while. 26

He reasoned that the disgrace of follow-
ing Christ was greater riches than Egypt’s
treasures. For he was fixing his eyes on
his reward. 27 It was by faith that Moses
left Egypt. He did not fear the king’s anger,
for he endured as if he were seeing the
one who is invisible. 28 It was by faith
that he kept the Passover and the sprin-
kling of the blood, so that the destroyer
of the firstborn should not touch the Is-
raelites’ firstborn sons. 29 It was by faith
that they passed through the Sea of Reeds
as if over dry land. When the Egyptians
tried to do this, they were swallowed up.
30 It was by faith that Jericho’s walls fell
down, after they had been circled around
for seven days. 31 It was by faith that Ra-
hab the prostitute did not die with those
who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace. 32 And
what more can I say? For the time will
fail me if I tell about Gideon, Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and about
the prophets. 33 It was through faith that
they conquered kingdoms, worked justice,
and received promises. They stopped the
mouths of lions, 34 extinguished the power
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
were healed of illnesses, became mighty
in battle, and defeated foreign armies. 35

Women received back their dead by resur-
rection. Others were tortured, not accept-
ing release so that theywould obtain a bet-
ter resurrection. 36 Others had testing in
mocking and whippings, and even chains
and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned.
They were sawn in two. They were killed
with the sword. Theywent about in sheep-
skins and goatskins. They were destitute,
oppressed, mistreated. b 38 The world was
not worthy of them. They wandered in
wildernesses, mountains, caves, and in
the holes in the ground. 39 Although
all these people were approved by God
because of their faith, they did not re-
ceive the promise. 40 God planned some-
thing better for us, so thatwithout us, they
would not be made perfect.

11:11 aThere is some question about
whether it was Abraham’s faith or Sarah’s
faith that was in view. By faith Sarah,
though she was old, received the power to
have a child, even though she was too old
to bear a child, since she considered the one
who gave the promise to be faithful.

11:37 bSome older versions read, They
were stoned. They were sawn in two. They
were put to the test. They were killed with
the sword.

Chapter 12
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a large cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight and easily entangling
sin. Let us patiently run the race that is
placed before us. 2 Let us pay attention
to Jesus, the beginner and perfecter of the
faith. For the joy that was placed before
him, he endured the cross, despised its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of
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the throne of God. 3 So think about him,
the one who has endured such opposition
from sinners against himself, so that you
do not become weary in your hearts and
give up.
4 You have not yet resisted or struggled
against sin to the point of blood. 5 And you
have forgotten the encouragement that in-
structs you as sons:

”My son, do not think lightly of the
Lord’s discipline,

nor growwearywhen you are corrected
by him.”

6 For the Lord disciplines everyone
whom he loves,

and he punishes every son whom he
receives.
7 Endure suffering as discipline. Goddeals
with you as with sons. For what son
is there whom his father does not disci-
pline? 8 But if you are without discipline,
which all people share in, then you are
illegitimate and not his sons. 9 Fur-
thermore, we had fathers in the flesh as
disciplinarians, and we respected them.
Should we not even more so obey the Fa-
ther of spirits and live? 10 For on the one
hand, our fathers disciplined us for a few
days as it seemed right to them. But on
the other hand, God does so for our good
so that we can share in his holiness. 11

No discipline seems pleasant at the time,
but rather painful. However it later pro-
duces the peaceful fruit of righteousness
for those who have been trained by it. 12

So strengthen your hands that hang down
and your weak knees. 13 Make straight
paths for your feet, so that what is lame
will not be sprained but rather be healed.
14 Pursue peace with everyone, and also
the holinesswithoutwhich no onewill see
the Lord. 15 Be careful so that no one lacks
God’s grace, and that no root of bitterness
grows up to cause trouble, so that many

do not become polluted by it. 16 Be care-
ful that there be no sexually immoral or
ungodly person such as Esau, who for one
meal sold his own birthright. 17 For you
know that afterwards, when he desired
to inherit the blessing, he was rejected,
because he found no opportunity for re-
pentance, even though he sought it with
tears.

18 For you have not come to a mountain
that can be touched, a mountain of burn-
ing fire, darkness, gloom, and storm. 19

You have not come to a trumpet blast, nor
to a voice that speaks words whose hear-
ers begged that not another word be spo-
ken to them. 20 For they could not endure
whatwas commanded: “If even an animal
touches the mountain, it must be stoned.”
a 21 So fearful was this sight that Moses
said, “I am terrified and am trembling.”
22 Instead, you have come to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heav-
enly Jerusalem, and to tens of thousands
of angels in celebration. 23 You have come
to the congregation of the firstborn, who
have been registered in heaven. You have
come to God, the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous ones who have
been made perfect. 24 And you have come
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks bet-
ter than Abel’s blood. 25 See that you
do not refuse the one who is speaking.
For if they did not escape when they re-
fused the one who warned them on earth,
much less will we escape if we turn away
from the onewho iswarning fromheaven.
26 At one time, his voice shook the earth.
But now he has promised and said, “One
more time I will shake not only the earth,
but also the heavens.” 27 These words,
“One more time,” mean the removal of
those things that can be shaken, that is, of
the things that have been created, so that
the things that cannot be shaken will re-
main. 28 Therefore, receiving a kingdom
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that cannot be shaken, let us be grateful
and in this manner worship God with rev-
erence and awe. 29 For our God is a con-
suming fire.

12:20 aSome older versions read, “If even
an animal touches themountain, it must be
stoned or shot with an arrow.”

Chapter 13
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not for-
get hospitality for strangers. For through
this, some have shown hospitality to an-
gels without knowing it. 3 Remember
prisoners, as if youwere boundwith them.
Remember thosewho aremistreated, as if
you also were them in the body. 4 Let mar-
riage be respected by everyone. Let the
marriage bed be pure, for God will judge
the sexually immoral people and adulter-
ers. 5 Let your conduct be free from the
love of money. Be content with the things
you have, for God himself has said, “I will
never leave you, nor will I forsake you.”
6 Let us be content so that we may have
courage to say,

”The Lord is my helper; I will not be
afraid.

What can a man do to me?”
7 Consider your leaders, those who spoke
God’s word to you, and consider the re-
sult of their conduct. Imitate their faith.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. 9 Do not be carried away by
various strange teachings. For it is good
that the heart should be strengthened by
grace, not by foods that do not help those
who walk by them. 10 We have an altar
from which those who serve in the taber-
nacle have no right to eat. 11 For the blood

of the animals killed for sins is brought
by the high priest into the holy place,
while their bodies are burned outside the
camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside
the city gate, in order to sanctify the peo-
ple through his own blood. 13 Let us there-
fore go to him outside the camp, bearing
his shame. 14 For we do not have any per-
manent city here. Instead, we are look-
ing for one that is to come. 15 Through
him, then, let us always offer up sacrifices
of praise to God, praise that is the fruit of
lips that acknowledge his name. 16 And let
us not forget doing good and helping one
another, for it is with such sacrifices that
God is very pleased. 17 Obey and submit
to your leaders, for they keep watch over
your souls, as those who will give account.
Obey so that your leaders will do this with
joy, and not with groaning, which would
be useless to you.
18 Pray for us, for we are persuaded that
we have a clean conscience and that we
desire to live rightly in all things. 19 I en-
courage you even more to do this, so that
I will be returned to you sooner.
20Nowmay theGod of peace, whobrought
back from the dead ones the great shep-
herd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus, by the
blood of an everlasting covenant, 21 per-
fect you with every good thing to do his
will. May he work in us what is well pleas-
ing before him, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever. Amen.

22 Now I encourage you, brothers, to bear
with the word of encouragement that I
have briefly written to you. 23 Know that
our brother Timothy has been set free,
with whom I will see you if he comes
soon.
24 Greet all your leaders and all the believ-
ers. Those from Italy greet you.
25 May grace be with you all.
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James

Chapter 1
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the dis-
persion: greetings. 2 Consider it all joy,
my brothers, when you experience vari-
ous troubles. 3 You know that the test-
ing of your faith produces endurance. 4

Let endurance complete its work, so that
youmay become fully developed and com-
plete, not lacking anything. 5 But if any
of you needs wisdom, let him ask for it
from God, the one who gives generously
and without rebuke to all who ask, and he
will give it to him. 6 But let him ask in
faith, doubting nothing. For anyone who
doubts is like a wave in the sea that is
driven by the wind and tossed around. 7

For that personmust not think that hewill
receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a
person is double-minded, unstable in all
his ways. 9 Let the poor brother boast of
his high position, 10 but the richman of his
low position, because hewill pass away as
a wild flower in the grass. 11 For the sun
rises with burning heat and dries up the
grass. The flower falls off, and its beauty
perishes. In the same way, the rich man
will fade away in the middle of his jour-
ney. 12 Blessed is the man who endures
testing. For after he has passed the test,
he will receive the crown of life, which
has been promised to those who love God.
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I
am tempted by God,” because God is not
temptedby evil, nor does hehimself tempt
anyone. 14 But each person is tempted
by his own desire, which drags him away
and entices him. 15 Then after the desire
conceives, it gives birth to sin. And after
the sin is full grown, it gives birth to death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved broth-

ers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above. It comes down from
the Father of lights. With him there is no
changing or shadowbecause of turning. 18
God chose to give us birth by the word of
truth, so that we would be a kind of first-
fruits of all the things that he created. 19

You know this, my beloved brothers: let
everyman be quick to hear, slow to speak,
and slow to anger. 20 For the anger of man
does notwork the righteousness of God. 21
Therefore take off all sinful filth and abun-
dant amounts of evil. In humility receive
the implanted word, which is able to save
your souls. 22 Be doers of the word and
not only hearers, deceiving yourselves. 23
For if anyone is a hearer of the word but
not a doer, he is like a man who exam-
ines his natural face in a mirror. 24 He ex-
amines himself and then goes away and
immediately forgets what he was like. 25

But the person who looks carefully into
the perfect law of freedom, and continues
to do so, not just being a hearer who for-
gets, this man will be blessed in his ac-
tions. 26 If anyone thinks himself to be
religious, but if he does not control his
tongue, he deceives his heart, and his reli-
gion is worthless. 27 Clean and spotless re-
ligion before our God and Father is this: to
help the fatherless and widows in their af-
fliction, and to keep oneself spotless from
the world.

Chapter 2
1 My brothers, do not hold to faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,
with favoritism toward certain people. 2

Suppose that someone enters your meet-
ing wearing gold rings and fine clothes,
and there also enters a poor man in dirty
clothes. 3 If you look at the person wear-
ing fine clothes and say, “Please sit here
in a nice place,” but you say to the poor
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man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit at my
feet,” 4 are you not judging among your-
selves? Have you not become judges with
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved broth-
ers, did not God choose the poor of the
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs
of the kingdom that he promised to those
who love him? 6 But you have dishonored
the poor! Is it not the rich who oppress
you? And are they not the ones who drag
you to court? 7 Do they not insult the good
name that you belong to? 8 However,
if you fulfill the royal law, according to
the scripture, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself,” you do well. 9 But if you
favor certain people, you are committing
sin, and you are convicted by the law as
lawbreakers. 10 For whoever obeys the
whole law, except that he stumbles in just
a single way, has become guilty of break-
ing the whole law. 11 For the one who said,
“Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do
not murder.” If you do not commit adul-
tery, but if you do commit murder, you
have become a lawbreaker. 12 So speak
and act as those who will be judged by
means of the law of freedom. 13 For judg-
ment comes without mercy to those who
have shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs
over judgment.

14What good is it, my brothers, if someone
says he has faith, but if he has no works?
Can that faith save him? 15 Suppose that a
brother or sister is badly clothed and lacks
food for the day. 16 Suppose that one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, stay warm
and be filled.” If you do not give them the
things necessary for the body, what good
is that? 17 In the same way faith by itself,
if it does not have works, is dead. 18 Yet
someone may say, “You have faith, and I
have works.” Show me your faith with-
out works, and Iwill show youmy faith by
my works. 19 You believe that there is one
God; you do well. But even the demons
believe that, and they tremble. 20 Do you

want to know, foolishman, that faith with-
out works is useless? a 21 Was not Abra-
ham our father justified by works when
he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22

You see that faith worked with his works,
and that by works his faith was fully de-
veloped. 23 The scripturewas fulfilled that
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness.” And
he was called a friend of God. 24 You see
that it is by works that a man is justified,
and not only by faith. 25 In the same
way also, was not Rahab the prostitute jus-
tified by works, when she welcomed the
messengers and sent them away by an-
other road? 26 For as the body apart from
the spirit is dead, likewise also, faith apart
from works is dead.

2:20 aSome older versions read, Do you
want to know, foolish man, how it is that
faith without works is dead?

Chapter 3
1 Not many people should become teach-
ers, my brothers. We know that we will
receive more severe judgment. 2 For we
all stumble in many ways. If anyone does
not stumble in words, he is a fully devel-
oped man, able to control even his whole
body. 3 Now if we put bits into horses’
mouths for them to obey us, we can also
direct their whole bodies. 4 Notice also
that ships, although they are so large and
are driven by strong winds, are steered
by a very small rudder to wherever the
pilot desires. 5 Likewise the tongue is a
small body part, yet it boasts great things.
Notice also how small a fire sets on fire
a large forest. 6 The tongue is also a fire,
a world of sinfulness set among our body
parts. It stains the whole body and sets
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on fire the course of life. It is itself set
on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of
wild animal, bird, reptile, and sea crea-
ture is being tamed and has been tamed
by mankind. 8 But as for the tongue, no
one among man is able to tame it. It is
an uncontrollable evil, full of deadly poi-
son. 9 With it we praise the Lord and Fa-
ther, and with it we curse men, who have
been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the
same mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers, these things should not hap-
pen. 11 Does a spring pour out from its
opening both sweet and bitter water? 12

Does a fig tree, my brothers, make olives?
Or a grapevine, figs? Neither can salty wa-
ter produce sweet water.
13 Who is wise and understanding among
you? Let that person show a good life by
his works in the humility of wisdom. 14

But if you have bitter jealousy and ambi-
tion in your heart, do not boast and lie
against the truth. 15 This is not the wis-
dom that comes down from above. In-
stead, it is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.
16 For where there are jealousy and am-
bition, there is confusion and every evil
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above
is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, respon-
sive, full of mercy and good fruit, unweak-
ening, and sincere. 18 And the fruit of righ-
teousness is sown in peace among those
who make peace.

Chapter 4
1 Where do quarrels and disputes among
you come from? Do they not come from
your desires that fight among your mem-
bers? 2 You desire, and you do not have.
You kill and covet, and you are not able
to obtain. You fight and quarrel. You do
not possess because you do not ask. 3 You
ask and do not receive because you ask

badly, in order that you may use it for
your desires. 4 You adulteresses! Do you
not know that friendshipwith theworld is
hostility against God? So whoever wants
to be a friend of the world makes him-
self an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think
the scripture says in vain, “The Spirit he
caused to live in us is deeply jealous”? 6

But God gives more grace, so the scripture
says, “God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” 7 So submit to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
8 Come close to God, and he will come
close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sin-
ners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Grieve, mourn, and cry! Let
your laughter turn into sadness and your
joy into gloom. 10 Humble yourselves be-
fore the Lord, and he will lift you up.
11 Donot speak against one another, broth-
ers. The person who speaks against
a brother or judges his brother speaks
against the law and judges the law. If you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the
law, but a judge. 12 Only one is the law-
giver and judge. He is the one who is able
to save and to destroy. Who are you, you
who judge your neighbor?
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or to-
morrow we will go into this city, spend a
year there, trade, and make a profit.” 14

Who knows what will happen tomorrow,
and what is your life? For you are a mist
that appears for a little while and then dis-
appears. 15 Instead, you should say, “If
the Lordwishes, wewill live and do this or
that.” 16 But now you are boasting about
your arrogant plans. All such boasting is
evil. 17 So for anyone who knows to do
good but does not do it, for him it is sin.

Chapter 5
1 Come now, you who are rich, weep and
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wail because of the miseries coming on
you. 2 Your riches have rotted, and your
clothes have become moth-eaten. 3 Your
gold and your silver have corroded. Their
corrosion will be a witness against you. It
will consume your flesh like fire. Youhave
stored up your treasure for the last days.
4 Look, the pay of the laborers is crying
out—the pay that you have withheld from
those who harvested your fields. And the
cries of the harvesters have gone into the
ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived
in luxury on the earth and indulged your-
selves. You have fattened your hearts for
a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned
and killed the righteous person. He does
not resist you.
7 So be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s
coming. See, the farmer awaits the valu-
able harvest from the ground. He is pa-
tiently waiting for it, until it receives the
early and late rains. 8 You, too, be pa-
tient. Make your hearts strong, because
the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Do not com-
plain, brothers, against one another, so
that you will be not judged. See, the judge
is standing at the door. 10 Take an exam-
ple, brothers, from the suffering and pa-
tience of the prophets, those who spoke in
the name of the Lord. 11 See, we regard
those who endured as blessed. You have
heard of the endurance of Job, and you
know the purpose of the Lord, how he is
very compassionate and merciful.
12 Above all, my brothers, do not swear, ei-
ther by heaven or by the earth, or by any
other oath. Instead, let your “Yes” mean
“Yes” and your “No” mean “No,” so you do
not fall under judgment.
13 Is anyone among you suffering hard-
ship? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful?
Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him. Let
them anoint him with oil in the name of

the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will heal
the sick person, and the Lord will raise
him up. If he has committed sins, Godwill
forgive him. 16 So confess your sins to one
another, and pray for each other, so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righ-
teous person is very strong in its working.
17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did
not rain in the land for three years and
six months. 18 And Elijah prayed again.
The heavens gave rain, and the earth pro-
duced its fruit.
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wan-
ders from the truth, and someone brings
him back, 20 that person should know that
whoever turns a sinner from his wander-
ingwaywill save him fromdeath, andwill
cover over a great number of sins.
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Chapter 1
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the
foreigners of the dispersion, the chosen
ones, throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap-
padocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 2 This is ac-
cording to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, set apart by the Spirit for obedi-
ence and for the sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ. May grace be to you, and
may your peace increase.

3 May the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ be blessed. In his great mercy,
he gave us a new birth for the confidence
of an inheritance. This inheritance is by
means of the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead ones. 4 This is for an inheri-
tance that will not perish, will not become
stained, and will not fade away. It is re-
served in heaven for you. 5 You are pro-
tected by God’s power through faith, for
the salvation that is ready to be revealed
in the last times. 6 You are very glad
about this, even though it is now neces-
sary for you to feel sadness in many dif-
ferent troubles. 7 This is for the proving
of your faith, which is more precious than
gold that perishes, even though it is tested
by fire. This happens so that your faith
will be found to result in praise, glory, and
honor at the revealing of Jesus Christ. 8

You have not seen him, but you love him.
You do not see him now, but you believe
in him and you are very glad with un-
speakable, glorious joy. 9 You are now re-
ceiving for yourselves the result of your
faith, the salvation of your souls. 10 The
prophets searched and inquired carefully
about this salvation, about the grace that
would be yours. 11 They searched to know
about whom andwhen the Spirit of Christ

in them was speaking to them. This was
happening as he was telling them in ad-
vance about the sufferings of Christ and
the glorious things after that. 12 It was
revealed to them that they were not serv-
ing themselves, but you, when they spoke
of the things that have now been told to
you by those who preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—
things into which angels long to look.

13 So gird up the loins of your mind. Be
sober. Put confidence in the grace that
will be brought to you at the revealing of
Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do
not conform yourselves to the desires that
you followed when you were ignorant. 15

But as the one who called you is holy, you,
too, be holy in yourwhole behavior. 16 For
it is written, “Be holy, because I am holy.”
17 And if you call “Father” the one who
judges without bias according to each per-
son’s work, spend the time of your jour-
ney in reverence. 18 You know that it was
not with perishable silver or gold that you
have been redeemed from the foolish be-
havior that you learned from your fathers.
19 Instead, you have been redeemed with
the precious blood of Christ, who was like
a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 Christ
was chosen before the foundation of the
world, but now he has been revealed to
you in these last times. 21 Through him
you believe in God, who raised him from
the dead ones and to whom he gave glory
so that your faith and confidence would
be in God. 22 You made your souls pure
by obedience to the truth. This was for the
purpose of sincere brotherly love; so love
one another earnestly from the heart. a 23

You have been born again, not from per-
ishable seed, but from imperishable seed,
through the living and remaining word of
God. 24 For

”all flesh is like grass, and all its glory is
like the flower of the grass.
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The grass dries up, and the flower falls
off,

25 but the word of the Lord remains for-
ever.”

This is the good news that was announced
to you.

1:22 aSome older versions read, You made
your souls pure by obedience to the truth
through the Spirit …

Chapter 2
1 Therefore put aside all evil, all deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and all slander. 2 As new-
born infants, long for pure spiritual milk,
so that through it you may grow in sal-
vation, 3 if you have tasted that the Lord
is kind. 4 Come to him who is a living
stone that has been rejected by people, but
that has been chosenbyGodas valuable to
him. 5 You also are like living stones that
are being built up to be a spiritual house,
in order to be a holy priesthood that offers
the spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 6 Scripture contains
this:

”See, I am laying in Zion a cornerstone,

chosen and valuable.

Whoever believes in him will not be
ashamed.”
7 The honor then is for you who believe.
But,

”the stone that was rejected by the
builders,

this has become the head of the
corner”—
8 and,

”a stone of stumbling

and a rock of stumbling.”

They stumble, disobeying the word, for
which they were also destined. 9 But you
are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s possession,
so that you would announce the wonder-
ful actions of the one who called you out
from darkness into his marvelous light.

10 Once you were not a people,

but now you are the people of God.

You did not receive mercy,

but now you have received mercy.

11 Beloved, I call on you as foreigners and
wanderers to abstain from fleshly desires,
which make war against your soul. 12

You should have goodbehavior among the
Gentiles, so that, if they speak about you
as having done evil things, they may ob-
serve your good works and praise God on
the day of his coming.
13 Obey every human authority for the
Lord’s sake. Obey both the king as
supreme, 14 and also the governors, who
are sent to punish evildoers and to praise
thosewho do good. 15 For this is God’s will,
that in doing good you silence the igno-
rant talk of foolish people. 16 As free peo-
ple, do not use your freedom as a cover-
ing for wickedness, but be like servants of
God. 17 Honor all people. Love the broth-
erhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
18 Servants, be subject to your masters
with all respect. Be subject not only to the
good and gentle masters, but also to the
malicious ones. 19 For it is praiseworthy
if anyone endures pain while suffering in-
justice because of his awareness of God. 20
Forhowmuch credit is there if you sin and
then endure while being punished? But if
you have done good and then you suffer
while being punished, this is praisewor-
thy with God. 21 For it is to this that you
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were called, because Christ also suffered
for you. He left an example for you to fol-
low in his tracks.

22 He committed no sin,

neither was any deceit found in his
mouth.
23 When he was reviled, he did not re-
vile back. When he suffered, he did not
threaten back, but he gave himself to the
one who judges justly. 24 He himself car-
ried our sins in his body to the tree, so that
wewould have nomore part in sin, and so
that we would live for righteousness. By
his bruises you have been healed. 25 All
of you had been wandering away like lost
sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Chapter 3
1 In this way, you who are wives should
submit to your own husbands. Do this so
even if some men are disobedient to the
word, they may be won without a word,
through their wives’ behavior. 2 For they
will have seen your sincere behavior with
respect. 3 Let it be done not with out-
ward ornaments: braided hair, jewels of
gold, or fashionable clothing. 4 Instead,
let it be done with the inner person of the
heart, and the lasting beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is precious before
God. 5 For holy women once adorned
themselves in this way. They had confi-
dence in God and they submitted to their
ownhusbands. 6 In thisway Sarah obeyed
Abraham and called him her lord. You are
now her children if you do what is good
and if you are not afraid of trouble.
7 In the same way, you husbands should
live with your wives according to under-
standing, as with a weaker container, a
woman. You should give them honor as

fellow heirs of the gift of life. Do this so
that your prayers will not be hindered.
8 Finally, all of you, be likeminded, com-
passionate, loving as brothers, tender-
hearted, and humble. 9 Do not pay back
evil for evil or insult for insult. On the con-
trary, continue to bless, because for this
you were called, that you might inherit a
blessing.

10 ”The one who wants to love life and
see good days should stop his tongue from
evil and his lips from speaking deceit.

11 Let him turn away from what is bad
and do what is good. Let him seek peace
and pursue it.

12 The eyes of the Lord see the righteous,
and his ears hear their requests. But the
face of the Lord is against those who do
evil.”
13Who is the onewhowill harmyou if you
desire what is good? 14 But if you suffer
because of righteousness, you are blessed.
Do not fear what they fear. Do not be trou-
bled. 15 Instead, set apart the Lord Christ
in your hearts as holy. Always be ready
to answer everyone who asks you why
you have confidence in God. Do this with
meekness and respect. 16 Have a good
conscience so that the people who insult
your good life in Christ may be ashamed
because they are speaking against you as
if you were evildoers. 17 It is better, if
God desires, that you suffer for doing good
than for doing evil. 18 Christ also suf-
fered once for sins. He who is righteous
suffered for us, who were unrighteous, so
that he would bring us to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but he was made
alive by the Spirit. 19 By the Spirit, hewent
and preached to the spirits who are now
in prison. 20 They were disobedient when
the patience of God was waiting in the
days of Noah, in the days of the building
of an ark, and God saved a few people—
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eight souls—through the water. 21 This
is a symbol of the baptism that saves you
now—not as a washing away of dirt from
the body, but as the appeal of a good con-
science to God—through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. 22 Christ is at the right
hand of God. He went into heaven. An-
gels, authorities, and powers must submit
to him.

Chapter 4
1 Therefore, because Christ suffered in the
flesh, arm yourselves with the same in-
tention. For whoever has suffered in the
flesh has ceased from sin. 2 As a result,
such a person, for the rest of his time in
the flesh, no longer lives formen’s desires,
but for God’s will. 3 For enough time
has passed to do what the Gentiles want
to do—sensuality, passion, drunkenness,
carousings, wild parties, and disgusting
acts of idolatry. 4 They think it is strange
that you do not join with them in these
floods of dissipation, so they speak evil
about you. 5 They will give an account to
the one who is ready to judge the living
and the dead. 6 For this purpose the gospel
was preached also to the dead, so that, al-
though they have been judged in the flesh
as humans, they may live as God in the
spirit.
7 The end of all things is coming near.
Therefore be of soundmind, and be sober
in your thinking for the sake of prayers.
8 Above all things, have fervent love for
one another, for love covers a multitude
of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another
without complaining. 10 As each one of
you has received a gift, use it to serve one
another. Do this as good stewards of God’s
many free gifts. 11 If anyone speaks, let
it be like the oracles of God. If anyone
serves, let it be from the strength that God

supplies. Do these things so that in all
ways God would be glorified through Je-
sus Christ. May there be to Jesus Christ
glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, do not regard as strange the
testing in the fire that has happened to
you, as if something strange were hap-
pening to you. 13 Instead, however much
you experience the sufferings of Christ, re-
joice, so that you may also rejoice and be
glad at the revealing of his glory. 14 If
you are insulted for Christ’s name, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and the
Spirit of God is resting on you. 15 But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief,
an evildoer, or a meddler. 16 But if any-
one suffers as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; instead, let himglorifyGodwith
that name. 17 For it is time for judgment
to begin with the household of God. If it
begins with us, what will be the outcome
for thosewho do not obey God’s gospel? 18

And if

”the righteous man is scarcely saved,

how will the ungodly person and the
sinner appear?”
19 Therefore let those who suffer because
ofGod’swill entrust their souls to the faith-
ful Creator in well-doing.

Chapter 5
1 I am exhorting the elders among you, I,
who am a fellow elder. I am also a wit-
ness of the sufferings of Christ, and am
also a participant in the glory that will be
revealed. 2 Therefore, I exhort you, el-
ders, tend the flock of God that is among
you. Look after them, not because you
must, but because you wish to, according
to God’s will. Look after them, not for dis-
honest money, but willingly. 3 Do not act
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as a master over the people who are in
your care. Instead, be an example to the
flock. 4 Then when the Chief Shepherd
is revealed, you will receive an unfading
crown of glory. 5 In the same way, you
younger men, submit to the older men.
All of you, clothe yourselves with humil-
ity and serve one another. For God resists
the proud, but he gives grace to the hum-
ble. 6 Therefore humble yourselves under
God’s mighty hand so that he may lift you
up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on
him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober,
be watchful. Your adversary, the devil, is
stalking around like a roaring lion, look-
ing for someone to devour. 9 Stand against
him. Be strong in your faith. You know
that your community of believers that is
in the world is enduring the same suffer-
ings. 10 After you suffer for a little while,
the God of all grace, who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will perfect you, es-
tablish you, and strengthen you. 11 To him
be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

12 I regard Silvanus as a faithful brother,
and I have written to you briefly through
him. I am exhorting you and I am testi-
fying to you that what I have written is
the true grace of God. Stand in it. 13 The
woman who is in Babylon, who is chosen
together with you, greets you. Also Mark,
my son, greets you. 14 Greet one another
with a kiss of love.

May peace be to you all who are in Christ.
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Chapter 1
1 Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Je-
sus Christ, to those who have received the
same precious faith as we have received,
faith in the righteousness of our God and
Savior Jesus Christ. 2 May grace and
peace increase in measure in the knowl-
edge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3

All the things concerning divine power
for life and godliness have been given to
us through the knowledge of God, who
called us throughhis ownglory and virtue.
4 Through these, he gave us precious
and great promises, so that you might be
sharers in the divine nature, as you es-
cape from the corruption that is in the
world because of wicked desires. 5 For
this reason, do your best to add virtue
through your faith, and through your
virtue, knowledge. 6 Through your knowl-
edge, add self-control, and through your
self-control, add endurance, and through
your endurance, add godliness. 7 Through
your godliness, add brotherly affection,
and through your brotherly affection, add
love. 8 If these things are in you and
grow in you, you will not be barren or un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 But whoever lacks these things
sees only what is near; he is blind. He
has forgotten the cleansing from his old
sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, do your best
to make your calling and election sure for
yourselves. If youdo these things, youwill
not stumble. 11 In this way an entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ will be richly granted
to you.
12 Therefore I will always be ready to re-
mind you of these things, although you
know them, and although you are strong

in the truth now. 13 I think it is right for
me to stir you up with a reminder about
these things, as long as I am in this tent.
14 For I know that soon I will remove my
tent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has shown
me. 15 I will do my best for you to always
remember these things after my depar-
ture. 16 For we did not follow cleverly in-
vented myths when we told you about the
power and the appearance of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Instead, we were eyewitnesses
of his majesty. 17 For he received from
God the Father honor and glory when a
voice was brought to him by the majestic
Glory saying, “This is my Son, the beloved
One, with whom I amwell pleased.” 18 We
heard this voice that came out of heaven,
whilewewerewith himon the holymoun-
tain. 19 We have this prophetic word
made more sure. You do well to pay atten-
tion to it. It is like a lamp shining in a dark
place until the morning comes and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Know
this first, that no prophecy is about one’s
own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy
ever came by the will of man. Instead,
men carried alongby theHoly Spirit spoke
from God.

Chapter 2
1 False prophets came to the people, and
false teachers will also come to you. They
will secretly bring with them destructive
heresies, and they will deny the mas-
ter who bought them. They are bring-
ing quick destruction upon themselves.
2 Many will follow their sensuality, and
through them the way of truth will be
blasphemed. 3 With greediness they will
make a profit off of you with deceptive
words. Their condemnation does not de-
lay for long; their destruction does not
sleep. 4 For God did not spare the an-
gels who sinned. Instead he handed them
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down to Tartarus to be kept in chains of
lower darkness until the judgment. a 5

Also, he did not spare the ancient world.
Instead, he preserved Noah, who was a
herald of righteousness, along with seven
others, when he brought a flood on the
world of the ungodly. 6 God also reduced
the cities of SodomandGomorrah to ashes
and condemned them to destruction, as
an example of what is to happen to the un-
godly. 7 But as for the righteous Lot, who
was oppressed by the behavior of lawless
men in sensuality, God rescued him. 8

For that righteous man, who was living
among themday after day, was tormented
in his righteous soul because of what he
saw and heard. 9 The Lord knows how to
rescue godly men out of trials, and how
to hold unrighteous men for punishment
at the day of judgment. 10 This is espe-
cially true for those who continue in the
corrupt desires of the flesh and despise
authority. They are bold and self-willed.
They are not afraid to blaspheme the glori-
ous ones. 11 Angels have greater strength
and power, but they do not bring insulting
judgments against them to the Lord. 12

But these mindless animals are naturally
made for capture and destruction. They
do not know what they insult. They will
be destroyed. 13 They will receive the re-
ward of theirwrongdoing. They think that
luxury during the day is a pleasure. They
are stains and blemishes. They enjoy their
deceitful actions while they are feasting
with you. b 14 They have eyes full of adul-
terous women; they are never satisfied
with sin. They entice unstable souls into
wrongdoing, and they have their hearts
trained in covetousness. They are chil-
dren of a curse! 15 They have aban-
doned the right way. They went astray,
and they have followed the way of Bal-
aam son of Beor, who loved to receive pay-
ment for unrighteousness. c 16 But he ob-
tained a rebuke for his own transgression.

Amute donkey speaking in a human voice
stopped the prophet’s insanity. 17 These
men are like springs without water. They
are like clouds that a storm drives along.
Thick darkness is reserved for them. 18

They speak with vain arrogance. They en-
tice people through the lusts of the flesh.
They entice peoplewho try to escape from
those who live in error. 19 They promise
freedom to them, but they themselves are
slaves of corruption. For a man is a slave
to whatever overcomes him. 20 Who-
ever escapes the defilements of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, and then returns to
those defilements again, the last state has
becomeworse for them than the first state.
21 It would have been better for them not
to know the way of righteousness than
to know it and turn away from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 This
proverb is true for them: “A dog returns
to its own vomit. A washed pig returns to
the mud.”

2:4 aSome other versions read, to be kept
in pits of lower darkness until the judg-
ment.

2:13 bOther versions read, They enjoy their
actions while they are feasting with you in
love feasts.

2:15 cSome other versions read, Balaam,
son of Bosor

Chapter 3
1 Now, I am writing to you, beloved, this
second letter as a reminder to stir up your
sincere mind, 2 so that you will recall
the words spoken in the past by the holy
prophets and the command of our Lord
and Savior given through your apostles. 3
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Know this first, that mockers will come in
the last days. They will mock and proceed
according to their own desires. 4 Theywill
say, “Where is the promise of his return?
From when our fathers fell asleep, all
things have stayed the same, since the be-
ginning of creation.” 5 They willfully for-
get that the heavens and the earth came
to exist out of water and through water,
long ago, by God’s command, 6 and that
through these things, the world of that
time was destroyed, being flooded with
water. 7 But now the heavens and the
earth are reserved for fire by that same
command. They are reserved for the day
of judgment and the destruction of the un-
godly people.

8 It should not escape your notice, beloved,
that one day with the Lord is like a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years are like
one day. 9 The Lord does not move slowly
concerning his promises, as some con-
sider slowness to be. Instead, he is patient
toward you. He does not desire for any of
you to perish, but for everyone to make
room for repentance. 10 However, the
day of the Lord will come as a thief: The
heavens will pass away with a loud noise.
The elementswill be burnedwith fire, and
the earth and the deeds in it will be re-
vealed. a 11 Since all these things will be
destroyed in this way, what kind of peo-
ple should you be? You should live holy
and godly lives. 12 You should expect and
hasten the coming of the day of God. On
that day, the heavens will be destroyed by
fire, and the elements will be melted in
great heat. 13 But according to his promise,
we are waiting for the new heavens and
the new earth, where righteousness will
dwell.

14 Therefore, beloved, since you expect
these things, do your best to be found spot-
less and blameless before him, in peace. 15
Also, consider the patience of our Lord to

be salvation, just as our beloved brother
Paul wrote to you, according to the wis-
dom that was given to him. 16 Paul speaks
of these things in all his letters, in which
there are things that are difficult to un-
derstand. Ignorant and unstable men dis-
tort these things, as they also do the other
scriptures, to their own destruction. 17

Therefore, beloved, since you know these
things, guard yourselves so that you are
not led astray by the deceit of lawless peo-
ple and you lose your own faithfulness.
18 But grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May
the glory be to him both now and forever.
Amen!
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3:10 aSome versions read, The elements
will be burned with fire, and the earth and
the deeds in it will be burned up.

Chapter 1
1 That which was from the beginning—
whichwehaveheard, whichwehave seen
with our eyes, which we have looked at,
and our hands have touched—it is about
the Word of life. 2 Also, the life was made
known, and we have seen it, and we bear
witness to it. We are announcing to you
the eternal life, whichwaswith the Father,
and which has been made known to us. 3

That which we have seen and heard we
declare also to you, so you also will have
fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
4 Also, we are writing these things to you
so that our joy will be complete. a

5 This is the message that we have heard
fromhim and are announcing to you: God
is light, and in him there is no darkness
at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship
with him and walk in darkness, we are ly-
ing and are not practicing the truth. 7 But
if we walk in the light as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from
every sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin,
we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. 9 But if we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar, and his word is
not in us.

1:4 aSome older versions read, And we are
writing these things to you so that your joy
will be complete.

Chapter 2
1 Children, I am writing these things to
you so that you will not sin. But if anyone
sins, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, the onewho is righteous. 2He
is the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also for the whole world. 3

By this we know that we know him: if we
keep his commandments. 4 The one who
says, “I know God,” but does not keep his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. 5 But whoever keeps his word,
truly, it is in that person that the love of
God has been perfected. By this we know
that we are in him. 6 The one who says he
remains in God should himself also walk
just as Jesus Christ walked.
7 Beloved, I am not writing a new com-
mandment to you, but an old command-
ment that you have had from the begin-
ning. The old commandment is the word
that you heard. 8 Yet I am writing a new
commandment to you, which is true in
Christ and in you, because the darkness
is passing away, and the true light is al-
ready shining. 9 The one who says that
he is in the light and hates his brother is
in the darkness until now. 10 The one who
loves his brother remains in the light and
there is no occasion for stumbling in him.
11 But The one who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness;
he does not know where he is going, be-
cause the darkness has blinded his eyes.
12 I am writing to you, dear children, be-
cause your sins are forgiven because of
his name. 13 I am writing to you, fathers,
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because you know the one who is from
the beginning. I am writing to you, young
men, because you have overcome the evil
one. I have written to you, little children,
because you know the Father. 14 I have
written to you, fathers, because you know
the one who is from the beginning. I have
written to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God remains
in you, and you have overcome the evil
one. 15 Do not love the world nor the
things that are in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. 16 For everything that is in
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the arrogance of life—is not
from the Father but is from the world. 17

The world and its desire are passing away.
But whoever does the will of God will re-
main forever.

18 Little children, it is the last hour. Just
as you heard that the antichrist is com-
ing, now many antichrists have come. By
this we know that it is the last hour. 19

They went out from us, but they were not
from us. For if they had been from us they
would have remained with us. But when
they went out, that showed they were not
from us. 20 But you have an anointing
from the Holy One, and you all know the
truth. a 21 I did not write to you because
you do not know the truth, but because
you know it and because no lie is from the
truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? That per-
son is the antichrist, since he denies the
Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies
the Son has the Father. Whoever acknowl-
edges the Son also has the Father. 24

As for you, let what you have heard from
the beginning remain in you. If what you
heard from the beginning remains in you,
you will also remain in the Son and in the
Father. 25 And this is the promise he gave

to us: eternal life. 26 I have written these
things to you about those who would lead
you astray. 27 As for you, the anoint-
ing that you received fromhim remains in
you, and you do not need anyone to teach
you. But as his anointing teaches you ev-
erything and is true and is not a lie, and
just as it has taught you, remain in him.
28 And now, dear children, remain in him,
so that when he appears, we will have
boldness and not be ashamed before him
at his coming. 29 If you know that he is
righteous, you know that everyone who
does what is right has been born from
him.

2:20 aSome other modern versions read,
and you have all knowledge. Some older
versions read, and you know all things.

Chapter 3
1 See what kind of love the Father has
given to us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God, and this is what we are. For
this reason, the world does not know us,
because it did not know him. a 2 Beloved,
we are now children of God, and it has not
yet been revealed what we will be. We
know that when Christ appears, we will
be like him, for we will see him just as
he is. 3 Everyone who has this confidence
about the futurefixed onhimpurifies him-
self just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who
commits sin is doing what is lawless; for
sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that Christ
was revealed in order to take away sins,
and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who
remains in him will keep on sinning. No
one who continues to sin has seen him or
known him. 7 Dear children, do not let
anyone lead you astray. The onewho does
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righteousness is righteous, just as Christ
is righteous. 8 The one who commits sin
is from the devil, for the devil has sinned
from the beginning. For this reason the
Son of Godwas revealed, so that he would
destroy the devil’s works. 9 Whoever
has beenborn fromGoddoes not continue
to sin because God’s seed remains in him.
He cannot continue to sin because he has
been born of God. 10 In this the children of
God and children of the devil are revealed.
Whoever does not do what is righteous is
not from God; neither is the one who does
not love his brother. 11 For this is themes-
sage that you have heard from the begin-
ning: that we should love one another, 12
not like Cain, who was from the evil one
and murdered his brother. And why did
he kill him? Because his works were evil,
and his brother’s righteous.

13 Do not be amazed, my brothers, if the
world hates you. 14 We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. Anyone who does not
love remains in death. 15 Anyone who
hates his brother is a murderer. And you
know that eternal life does not remain in
a murderer. 16 By this we know love, be-
cause Christ laid down his life for us. We
also ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. 17 But whoever has the world’s
goods, sees his brother in need, and shuts
up his heart of compassion fromhim, how
does the love of God remain in him? 18 My
dear children, let us not love in word nor
in tongue, but in actions and truth. 19

It is by this we know that we are from
the truth, andwe assure our hearts before
him. 20 For if our hearts condemn us, God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows
all things. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have confidence toward
God. 22 Whatever we ask we will receive
from him, because we keep his command-
ments and do the things that are pleasing
before him. 23 This is his commandment:

that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he gave us this commandment. 24 The
one who keeps God’s commandments re-
mains in him, and God remains in him. By
this we know that he remains in us, by the
Spirit whom he gave to us.

3:1 aSome older versions leave out, and
this is what we are.

Chapter 4
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit.
Instead, test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2

By this you will know the Spirit of God—
every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3 and every spirit that does not acknowl-
edge Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you have
heard is coming, and now is already in the
world. a 4 You are from God, dear chil-
dren, and have overcome them, because
the one who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world. 5 They are from
theworld; thereforewhat they say is from
theworld, and the world listens to them. 6
Weare fromGod. Anyonewho knowsGod
listens to us. He who is not from God does
not listen to us. By this we know the spirit
of truth and the spirit of error.
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is from God, and everyone who loves is
born from God and knows God. 8 The per-
son who does not love does not know God,
for God is love. 9 Because of this the love
of God was revealed among us, that God
has sent his only Son into theworld so that
we would live because of him. 10 In this
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is love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and that he sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also should love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God. If
we love one another, God remains in us,
and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this
we know that we remain in him and he
in us, because he has given us some of
his Spirit. 14 Also, we have seen and have
borne witness that the Father has sent the
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Who-
ever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of
God, God remains in him and he in God.
16 Also, we have known and believed the
love that God has for us. God is love, and
the one who remains in this love remains
in God, and God remains in him. 17 Be-
cause of this, this love has been made per-
fect among us, so that we will have con-
fidence on the day of judgment, because
as he is, just so are we in this world. 18

There is no fear in love. Instead, perfect
love throws fear out, because fear has to
do with punishment. But the one who
fears has not been made perfect in love.
19 We love because God first loved us. 20

If anyone says, “I love God” but hates his
brother, he is a liar. For the one who does
not love his brother, whom he has seen,
cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
21 Also, this is the commandment we have
from him: Whoever loves God must also
love his own brother.

4:3 aSome older versions read, and every
spirit that does not acknowledge that Je-
sus has come in the flesh is not from God.
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you
have heard is coming, and now is already in
the world.

Chapter 5
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
is born from God. And whoever loves a
father also loves the child born from him.
2 Because of this we know that we love
God’s children: when we love God and
do his commandments. 3 For this is love
for God: that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burden-
some. 4 For everyone who is born from
God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world: our
faith. 5 Who is the onewho overcomes the
world? The one who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God. 6 This is the one who
came bywater and blood: Jesus Christ. He
came not only by water, but by water and
blood. 7 For there are three who bear wit-
ness: 8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood.
These three are in agreement. a 9 If we
receive the witness of men, the witness of
God is greater. For the testimony of God is
this, that he has bornewitness concerning
his Son. 10 Anyonewho believes in the Son
of God has the testimony in himself. Any-
one who does not believe God has made
him out to be a liar, because he has not be-
lieved the witness that God has given con-
cerning his Son. 11 And thewitness is this:
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. 12 The one who has the Son has
life. The one who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.

13 I havewritten to you these things so that
you will know that you have eternal life—
to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God. 14 Also, this is the confidence we
have before him, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. 15 Also,
ifwe know that he hears us—whateverwe
ask of him—we know that we have what-
ever we have asked of him. 16 If anyone
sees his brother commit a sin that does not

285



1 John

result in death, hemust pray, and Godwill
give him life. I refer to those whose sin
does not result in death. There is a sin that
results in death; I am not saying that he
should pray about that. 17 All unrighteous-
ness is sin, but there is sin that does not
result in death.
18 We know that whoever is born from
God does not sin. But the one who was
born from God keeps him safe, and the
evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know
that we are from God, and we know that
the whole world lies in the evil one. 20

Butwe know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding so that
we know the one who is true. Also, we
are in the one who is true, in his Son Jesus
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
21 Children, keep yourselves from idols.
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5:8 aSome older versions read, For there
are three that bear witness in heaven: the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one. And there are three
that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the
water, and the blood; and these three are
as one. However, the best copies do not
have this reading.

Chapter 1
1 From the elder to the chosen lady and
her children, whom I love in truth—and
not only I, but also all those who have
known the truth— 2 because of the truth
that remains in us and will be with us for-
ever. 3 May grace, mercy, peace will be
with us from God the Father and from Je-
sus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.

4 I rejoice very much that I have found
some of your children walking in truth,
just as we have received this command-
ment from the Father. 5 Now I plead with
you, lady—not as though I were writing
to you a new commandment, but one that
we have had from the beginning—that we
should love one another. 6 And this is love,
that we should walk according to his com-
mandments. This is the commandment,
just as you heard from the beginning, that
you should walk in it. 7 For many de-
ceivers have gone out into the world, and
they do not confess that Jesus Christ came
in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that you
do not lose the things for which we all
have worked, but so that you may receive

a full reward. 9 Whoever goes on ahead
and does not remain in the teaching of
Christ does not have God. The one who
remains in the teaching, this one has both
the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes
to you and does not bring this teaching, do
not receive him into your house and do
not greet him. 11 For the one who greets
him participates in his evil deeds.

12 I havemany things to write to you, but I
did not wish towrite themwith paper and
ink. However, I hope to come to you and
speak face to face, so that our joy will be
complete. 13 The children of your chosen
sister greet you.
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Chapter 1
1 The elder to beloved Gaius, whom I love
in truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in
all things and be in health, just as your
soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly
when brothers came and bore witness to
your truth, just as you walk in truth. 4 I
have no greater joy than this, to hear that
my children walk in the truth.
5 Beloved, you practice faithfulness when-
ever you work for the brothers and for
strangers, 6 who have borne witness of
your love in the presence of the church.
You do well to send them off on their jour-
ney in a manner worthy of God, 7 because
it was for the sake of the name that they
went out, taking nothing from the Gen-
tiles. 8 We therefore should welcome such
as these, so that we will be fellowworkers
for the truth.
9 I wrote something to the congregation,
but Diotrephes, who loves to be first
among them, does not receive us. 10

Therefore, if I come, I will remember his
deeds that he does, howhe says ridiculous
things against us with evil words. Not sat-
isfied with these deeds, he himself does
not receive the brothers. He forbids those
who desire to do so and drives them out
of the congregation. 11 Beloved, do not
imitate what is evil but what is good. The
one who does good is of God; the one who
does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius is
borne witness to by all and by the truth it-
self. We also bear witness, and you know
that our testimony is true.

13 I had many things to write to you, but
I do not wish to write them to you with

pen and ink. 14 But I expect to see you
soon, and we will speak face to face. 15

May peace be with you. The friends greet
you. Greet the friends by name.
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Chapter 1
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and
brother of James, to those who are called,
beloved in God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and
love be multiplied to you.

3 Beloved, while I was making every ef-
fort to write to you about our common
salvation, I had to write to you to exhort
you to struggle earnestly for the faith that
was handed down once for all to the be-
lievers. 4 For certain men have slipped in
secretly among you. These are men who
weremarked out for condemnation. They
are ungodlymenwho pervert the grace of
our God into sensuality, andwho deny our
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
5 Now I wish to remind you—although
once you fully knew it—that the Lord
saved apeople out of the landof Egypt, but
that afterward he destroyed those who
did not believe. 6 Also angels who did not
keep to their own position of authority,
but who left their proper dwelling place—
God has kept them in everlasting chains,
in utter darkness, for the judgment on the
great day. 7 It is just like Sodom and Go-
morrah and the cities around them,which
also indulged themselves in sexual im-
morality and pursued unnatural desires.
They were displayed as examples of those
who suffer the punishment in eternal fire.
8 Yet in the sameway, these dreamers also
pollute their bodies. They reject author-
ity, and they say slanderous things against
the glorious ones. 9 But even Michael
the archangel, when he was arguing with
the devil and disputing with him about
the body of Moses, did not dare to bring

a slanderous judgment against him. In-
stead he said, “May the Lord rebuke you!”
10 But these people bring slanders against
whatever they do not understand. And
what they do understand—what unrea-
soning animals know by instinct—these
are what destroyed them. 11 Woe to them!
For they have walked in the way of Cain,
and have plunged into Balaam’s error for
profit. They have perished in Korah’s re-
bellion. 12 These are the oneswho are hid-
den reefs in your love feasts. They feast
shamelessly, feeding only for themselves.
They are clouds without water, carried
along by winds. They are autumn trees
without fruit—twice dead, torn up by the
roots. 13 They are violent waves in the sea,
foaming out their own shame. They are
wandering stars, for whom the blackness
of darkness has been reserved forever. 14

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophe-
sied about them, saying, ”Look! The Lord
is coming with thousands and thousands
of his holy ones. 15 He is coming to exe-
cute judgment on everyone. He is coming
to convict all the ungodly of all the works
they have done in an ungodly way, and
of all the harsh words that ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against him.” 16 These
are grumblers, complainers, who follow
their evil desires. They are loud boasters,
who, for their own advantage, flatter oth-
ers.

17 But you, beloved, remember the words
that were spoken in the past by the apos-
tles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They said
to you, “In the last time therewill bemock-
ers who will follow their own ungodly de-
sires.” 19 These people are divisive. They
are worldly, and they do not have the
Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, build your-
selves up in yourmost holy faith, and pray
in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in
God’s love, and wait for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ that brings you eternal
life. 22 Be merciful to those who doubt. 23
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Save others by snatching them out of the
fire. To others be merciful with fear. Hate
even the garment stained by the flesh.

24 Now to the one who is able to keep
you from stumbling, and to cause you to
stand before his glorious presence, with-
out blemish and with great joy, 25 to the
only God our Savior through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and power, before all time, now, and
forevermore. Amen.
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Chapter 1
1 This is the revelation of Jesus Christ that
God gave him to show his servants what
must soon take place. He made it known
by sending his angel to his servant John.
2 John testified about the word of God
and about the testimony given about Je-
sus Christ, all the things that he saw. 3

Blessed are the one who reads aloud, and
who listen to the words of this prophecy,
and who obey what is written in it, be-
cause the time is near.

4 John, to the seven churches in Asia: May
grace be to you and peace from the one
who is, and who was, and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before
his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who
is the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead ones, and the ruler of the kings of
the earth. To the onewho loves us and has
released us from our sins by his blood— 6

he has made us a kingdom, priests for his
God and Father—to him be the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,

including those who pierced him.

And all the tribes of the earth will
mourn because of him.

Yes, Amen.
8 “I am the alpha and the omega,” says the
Lord God, “the one who is, and who was,
and who is to come, the Almighty.” a

9 I, John—your brother and the one who
shares with you in the suffering and king-
dom and patient endurance that are in

Jesus—was on the island called Patmos be-
cause of the word of God and the testi-
mony about Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit
on the Lord’s day. I heard behind me a
loud voice like a trumpet. 11 It said, “Write
what you see in a book, and send it to the
seven churches—to Ephesus, to Smyrna,
to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 12 I
turned around to see whose voice was
speaking to me, and as I turned I saw
seven golden lampstands. 13 In the mid-
dle of the lampstands there was one like
a son of man, wearing a long robe that
reached down to his feet, and a golden
sash around his chest. 14 His head and
hair were as white as wool—as white as
snow, and his eyes were like a flame of
fire. 15 His feet were like polished bronze,
like bronze that had been refined in a fur-
nace, and his voice was like the sound of
many rushing waters. 16 He had seven
stars in his right hand, and a sword with
two sharp edges was coming out of his
mouth. His face was shining like the sun
at its strongest. 17 When I saw him, I
fell at his feet like a dead man. He placed
his right hand on me and said, ”Do not
be afraid. I am the first and the last, 18

and the one who lives. I was dead, but
look, I live forever! And I have the keys
of death and of Hades. 19 Therefore
write down what you have seen, what is
now, and what will take place after this.
20 As for the hidden meaning about the
seven stars you saw inmy right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: The seven
stars are the angels of the seven churches,
and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches.”

1:8 aSome versions read, “I am the alpha
and the omega, the beginning and the end,”
says the Lord God.
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Chapter 2
1 ”To the angel of the church in Ephesus
write:

’These are the words of the one who holds
the seven stars in his right hand and
who walks among the seven golden lamp-
stands, 2 ”I know what you have done
and your hard labor and your patient en-
durance. I know that you cannot toler-
ate the evil people. I know that you have
tested thosewho say they are apostles, but
are not, and that you have found them to
be false. 3 I know you have patient en-
durance, and you have suffered much be-
cause of my name, and that you have not
grown weary. 4 But I have against you the
fact that you have left behind your first
love. 5 Remember therefore from where
you have fallen. Repent and do the things
you did at first. Unless you repent, I will
come to you and I will remove your lamp-
stand from its place. 6 But you have this:
You hate what the Nicolaitans have done,
which I also hate. 7 Let the one who has
an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to
the churches. To the one who conquers I
will give the right to eat from the tree of
life, which is in the paradise of God.“”’
8 ”To the angel of the church in Smyrna
write:

’These are the words of the one who is the
first and the last, the one who was dead
and who became alive again: 9 ”I know
your sufferings and your poverty, but you
are rich. I know the slander of those who
say they are Jews, but they are not. They
are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear
what you are about to suffer. Look! The
devil is about to throw some of you into
prison so that you will be tested, and you
will suffer for ten days. Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of
life. 11 Let the one who has an ear listen to
what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

The one who conquers will not be hurt by
the second death.“”’
12 ”To the angel of the church in Perga-
mum write:

’These are the words of the one who has
the sword with two sharp edges: 13 ”I
knowwhere you live, there where Satan’s
throne is. Yet you hold on tightly to my
name. I know that you did not deny your
faith inme, even in the days of Antipasmy
witness, my faithful one, who was killed
among you, there where Satan lives. 14

But I have a few things against you: You
have there some who hold tightly to the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to
throw a stumbling block before the chil-
dren of Israel, so theywould eat food sacri-
ficed to idols and be sexually immoral. 15

In the sameway, you even have somewho
hold tightly to the teaching of the Nicolai-
tans. 16 Repent, therefore! If you do
not, I will quickly come to you, and I will
wage war against them with the sword in
my mouth. 17 Let the one who has an ear
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the
churches. To the one who conquers, I will
give some of the hiddenmanna, and I will
give a white stone with a new name writ-
ten on the stone, a name which no one
knows but the one who receives it.“”’
18 ”To the angel of the church in Thyatira
write:

’These are the words of the Son of God,
who has eyes like a flame of fire and feet
like polished bronze: 19 ”I know what you
have done: Your love and faith and ser-
vice and your patient endurance. I know
that what you have done recently is more
than you did at first. 20 But I have
this against you: You tolerate the woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By
her teaching she deceives my servants to
commit sexual immorality and to eat food
sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to
repent, but she is not willing to repent of
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her immorality. 22 Look! I will throw
her onto a sickbed, and those who com-
mit adultery with her into great suffer-
ing, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 I
will strike her children dead, and all the
churches will know that I am the one who
searches thoughts and hearts. I will give
to each one of you according to your deeds.
24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, to ev-
eryone who does not hold this teaching,
and does not know what some call the
deep things of Satan—to you I say, ‘I do
not put any other burden on you .’ 25 In
any case, you must hold on tightly until I
come.
26 The one who conquers and who does
what I have done until the end, to him I
will give authority over the nations.

27 ’He will rule them with an iron rod,

like clay jars he will break them into
pieces.’
28 Just as I have received frommy Father, I
will also give him the morning star. 29 Let
the one who has an ear listen to what the
Spirit is saying to the churches.“”’

Chapter 3
1 ”To the angel of the church in Sardis
write:

’These are the words of the one who holds
the seven spirits of God and the seven
stars. ”I know what you have done. You
have a reputation that you are alive, but
you are dead. 2 Wake up and strengthen
what remains, but is about to die, because
I have not found your deeds complete in
the sight of my God. 3 Remember, there-
fore, what you have received and heard.
Obey it, and repent. But if youdonotwake
up, I will come as a thief, and you will not
know what hour I will come against you.
4 But there are a few names of the people

in Sardis who did not make their clothes
dirty. They will walk with me, dressed in
white, for they are worthy. 5 The one
who conquers will be clothed inwhite gar-
ments, and I will never wipe his name
out of The Book of Life, and I will speak
his name before my Father, and before
his angels. 6 Let the one who has an ear
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the
churches.“”’
7 ”To the angel of the church in Philadel-
phia write:

’These are the words of the one who is
holy and true—

he holds the key of David,

he opens and no one shuts,

he shuts and no one can open.
8 ”I know what you have done. Look, I
have put before you an open door that no
one can shut. I know that you have little
strength, yet you have obeyed my word
and have not denied my name. 9 Look!
Those who belong to the synagogue of Sa-
tan, those who say they are Jews but are
not; they are lying instead. I will make
them come and bow down before your
feet, and they will come to know that I
loved you. 10 Since you have kept my com-
mand to endure patiently, I will also keep
you from the hour of testing that is com-
ing on the whole world, to test those who
live on the earth. 11 I am coming soon.
Hold tight to what you have so no one can
take away your crown. 12 I will make the
one who conquers a pillar in the temple
of my God, and he will never go out of it.
I will write on him the name of my God,
the name of the city of my God (the new
Jerusalem, that comes downout of heaven
from my God), and my new name. 13 Let
the one who has an ear listen to what the
Spirit is saying to the churches.“”’
14 ”To the angel of the church in Laodicea
write:
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’These are the words of the Amen, the
reliable and true witness, the ruler over
God’s creation. 15 ”I know what you have
done, and that you are neither cold nor
hot. I wish that you were either cold or
hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—
neither hot nor cold—I am about to vomit
you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I
am rich, I have had many material pos-
sessions, and I need nothing.’ But you
do not know that you are most miserable,
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 Listen
tomy advice: Buy frommegold refined by
fire so that youmay become rich, and bril-
liant white garments so you may clothe
yourself and not show the shame of your
nakedness, and salve to anoint your eyes
so you will see. 19 I train everyone whom
I love, and I teach them how they should
live. Therefore, be earnest and repent. 20

Look, I am standing at the door and am
knocking. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come into his home
and will eat with him, and he with me. 21

The one who conquers, I will give him the
right to sit down with me on my throne,
just as I also conquered and sat downwith
my Father on his throne. 22 Let the one
who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.“”’

Chapter 4
1 After these things I looked, and I saw
an open door in heaven. The first voice
that I had heard was speaking to me like
a trumpet, saying, “Come up here, and
I will show you what must happen af-
ter these things.” 2 At once I was in
the Spirit, and I saw there was a throne
placed in heaven, with someone sitting on
it. 3 The one who was sitting on it looked
like jasper and carnelian. There was a

rainbow around the throne. The rain-
bow looked like an emerald. 4 Around
the throne were twenty-four thrones, and
seated on the throneswere twenty-four el-
ders, dressed with white garments, with
golden crowns on their heads. 5 From
the throne came flashes of lightning, rum-
blings, and crashes of thunder. Seven
lampswere burning in front of the throne,
lamps that were the seven spirits of God.
6 Before the throne was a sea of glass, like
crystal. In the middle of the throne and
around the throne were four living crea-
tures, full of eyes, front and back. 7 The
first living creature was like a lion, the
second living creature was like a calf, the
third living creature had a face like aman,
and the fourth living creature was like a
flying eagle. 8 The four living creatures
each had six wings, full of eyes on top and
underneath. Night and day they do not
stop saying,

”Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God Almighty

who was, and who is, and who is to
come.”
9 Whenever the living creatures gave
glory, honor, and thanks to the one who
was seated on the throne, the one who
lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four
elders prostrated themselves before the
one seated on the throne. They bowed
down to the one living forever and ever,
and they threw down their crowns before
the throne, saying,

11 ”Worthy are you, our Lord and our
God,

to receive the glory and the honor and
the power.

For you created all things,

and by your will, they existed and
were created.”
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Chapter 5
1 Then I saw in the right hand of the one
who was seated on the throne, a scroll
written on the front side and the back side.
It had been sealed with seven seals. 2 I
saw a powerful angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?” 3 No one in
heaven or on the earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll or to read it. 4

I wept bitterly because no one was found
worthy to open the scroll or to read it. 5

But one of the elders said to me, “Do not
weep. Look! The Lion of the tribe of Ju-
dah, the Root of David, has conquered. He
is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals.” 6 I saw a Lamb standing be-
tween the throne and the four living crea-
tures and among the elders. He looked as
though he had been killed. He had seven
horns and seven eyes; these are the seven
spirits of God sent out over all the earth. 7
He went and took hold of the scroll out of
the right hand of the one who was seated
on the throne. 8 When the Lamb took the
scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders prostrated themselves
before him. Each of them had a harp and
a golden bowl full of incense, which is the
prayers of the believers. 9 They sang a
new song:

”You are worthy to take the scroll

and to open its seals.

For you were slaughtered, and with
your blood you purchased people for God

from every tribe, language, people,
and nation.

10 Youmade thema kingdomand priests
to serve our God,

and they will reign on the earth.”
11 Then I looked and heard the sound of
many angels around the throne and the

living creatures and the elders. Their to-
tal number was ten thousands of ten thou-
sands and thousands of thousands. 12

They said in a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lambwho has been slaugh-
tered to receive power, wealth, wisdom,
strength, honor, glory, and praise.”
13 I heard every created thing that was
in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and on the sea—everything in
them—saying,

“To the one who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb, be praise, honor, glory, and the
power to rule, forever and ever.”
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen!”
and the elders prostrated themselves and
worshiped. a

5:14 aSome older versions read, the
twenty-four elders prostrated themselves
and worshiped the one who lives forever
and ever.

Chapter 6
1 I looked when the Lamb opened one of
the seven seals, and I heard one of the
four living creatures say in a voice that
sounded like thunder, “Come!” 2 I looked
and therewas awhite horse. Its rider held
a bow, and he was given a crown. He
came out as a conqueror in order to con-
quer.
3 When the Lamb opened the second seal,
I heard the second living creature say,
“Come!” 4 Then another horse came out—
fiery red. To its rider was given permis-
sion to take peace away from the earth,
so that its people would slaughter one an-
other. This riderwas given a huge sword.
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5 When the Lamb opened the third seal,
I heard the third living creature say,
“Come!” I saw a black horse, and its rider
held a pair of scales in his hand. 6 I heard
what seemed to be a voice among the four
living creatures say, “A choenix of wheat
for one denarius, and three choenices of
barley for a denarius. But do not harm the
oil and the wine.”
7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal,
I heard the voice of the fourth living crea-
ture say, “Come!” 8 Then I saw a pale
horse. The rider on it was named Death,
and Hades was following him. They were
given authority over one-fourth of the
earth, to kill with the sword, famine and
disease, and with the wild animals of the
earth.
9 When the Lamb opened the fifth seal,
I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been killed because of the word
of God and the testimony which they held.
10 They cried out with a loud voice, “How
long, Ruler over all, holy and true, un-
til you judge those who live on the earth,
and until you avenge our blood?” 11 Then
each of them was given a white robe, and
they were told that they should wait a lit-
tle longer until the full number of their fel-
low servants and their brothers and sis-
ters was reached who were to be killed,
just as they had been killed.
12 When the Lamb opened the sixth seal,
I watched and there was a great earth-
quake. The sun became as black as sack-
cloth, and the full moon became like
blood. 13 The stars in the heavens fell to
the earth, just as a fig tree drops its unripe
fruit when shaken by a stormy wind. 14

The sky vanished like a scroll that was be-
ing rolled up. Every mountain and island
was moved out of its place. 15 Then the
kings of the earth and the important peo-
ple, and the generals, the rich, the power-
ful, and everyone else, slave and free, hid

in caves and among the rocks of themoun-
tains. 16 They said to the mountains and
to the rocks, ”Fall on us! Hide us from the
face of the onewho is seated on the throne
and from the Lamb’s wrath. 17 For the
great day of their wrath has come. Who
is able to stand?”

Chapter 7
1 After this I saw four angels standing at
the four corners of the earth, tightly hold-
ing back the fourwinds of the earth so that
no wind should blow on the earth, on the
sea, or against any tree. 2 I saw another
angel coming up from the east, who had
the seal of the living God. He cried out
with a loud voice to the four angels who
were given permission to harm the earth
and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the earth, the
sea, or the trees untilwehave put a seal on
the foreheads of the servants of our God.”
4 I heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000, who were sealed from ev-
ery tribe of the people of Israel:

5 twelve thousand from the tribe of Ju-
dah were sealed,

twelve thousand from the tribe of
Reuben,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Gad,
6 twelve thousand from the tribe of

Asher,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Naph-
tali,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Man-
asseh.

7 twelve thousand from the tribe of
Simeon,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Levi,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Is-
sachar,
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8 twelve thousand from the tribe of Ze-
bulun,

twelve thousand from the tribe of
Joseph, and

twelve thousand from the tribe of Ben-
jamin were sealed.
9 After these things I looked, and there
was a huge multitude that no one could
count—from every nation, tribe, peo-
ple, and language—standing before the
throne and in front of the Lamb. They
were wearing white robes and holding
palm branches in their hands, 10 and they
were calling out with a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God who is
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11 All the angels were standing around
the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they pros-
trated themselves on their faces before
the throne. They worshiped God, 12 say-
ing,

“Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanksgiv-
ing, honor, power, and strength be to our
God forever and ever! Amen!”
13 Then one of the elders asked me, “Who
are these, clothed with white robes, and
where did they come from?” 14 I said to
him, “Sir, you know,” and he said to me,
”These are the ones who have come out of
the Great Tribulation. They have washed
their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

15 For this reason, they are before the
throne of God,

and they worship him day and night
in his temple.

The one who is seated on the throne
will spread his tent over them.

16 They will not be hungry again, nor
will they be thirsty again.

The sun will not beat down on them,

nor any burning heat.
17 For the Lamb in the middle of the

throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of
living water,

and Godwill wipe away every tear from
their eyes.”

Chapter 8
1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal,
there was a silence in heaven for about
half an hour. 2 Then I saw the seven
angels who stand before God, and seven
trumpets were given to them.
3 Another angel came, holding a golden
incense bowl, standing at the incense al-
tar. Much incense was given to him so
that he would offer it with the prayers
of all the believers on the golden incense
altar before the throne. 4 The smoke of
the incense, with the prayers of the be-
lievers, rose up before God from the an-
gel’s hand. 5 The angel took the incense
bowl and filled it with fire from the altar.
Then he threw it down to the earth, and
there were crashes of thunder, rumblings,
flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.
6 The seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared to sound them.
7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and
there was hail and fire mixed with blood.
It was thrown down onto the earth so that
a third of it was burned up, a third of the
trees were burned up, and all the green
grass was burned up. a

8 The second angel sounded his trum-
pet, and something like a great mountain
burning with fire was thrown into the sea.
A third of the sea became blood, 9 a third
of the living creatures in the sea died, and
a third of the ships were destroyed.
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10 The third angel sounded his trumpet,
and a huge star fell from the sky, blazing
like a torch, on a third of the rivers and
springs of water. 11 The name of the star
is Wormwood. A third of the waters be-
came wormwood, and many people died
from the waters that became bitter.
12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet,
and a third of the sun was struck, as well
as a third of the moon and a third of the
stars. So a third of them turned dark; a
third of the day and a third of the night
had no light.
13 I looked, and I heard an eagle that was
flying in the middle of the sky, calling
out with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe, to
thosewho live on the earth, because of the
remaining trumpet blasts that are about
to be sounded by the three angels.”

8:7 aSome older versions leave out, so that
a third of it was burned up.

Chapter 9
1 Then the fifth angel sounded his trum-
pet. I saw a star from heaven that had
fallen to the earth. The star was given the
key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2

He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit,
and smoke went up out of the shaft like
smoke from a huge furnace. The sun and
the air turned dark by the smoke pouring
out of the shaft. 3 Out of the smoke lo-
custs came on the earth, and they were
given power like that of scorpions on the
earth. 4 They were told not to damage the
grass on the earth or any green plant or
tree, but only the people who did not have
the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They
were not given permission to kill those
people, but only to torture them for five

months. Their agony would be like the
sting of a scorpion when it strikes a per-
son. 6 In those days peoplewill seek death,
but will not find it. They will greatly de-
sire to die, but death will flee from them.
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared
for war. On their heads were something
like crowns of gold, and their faces were
like human faces. 8 They had hair like
women’s hair, and their teeth were like
lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like
iron breastplates, and the sound of their
wings was like the sound made by many
chariots and horses running into battle.
10 They had tails with stingers like scorpi-
ons; in their tails they had power to harm
people for five months. 11 They had as
king over them the angel of the bottomless
pit. His name in Hebrew was Abaddon,
and in Greek he had the name Apollyon.

12 The first woe is past. Look! After this
there are still two disasters to come.

13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet,
and I heard a voice coming from the horns
of the golden altar that is present before
God. 14 The voice said to the sixth angel
who had the trumpet, “Release the four
angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates.” 15 The four angels who had
been prepared for that hour, that day, that
month, and that year, were released to kill
a third of mankind. 16 The number of the
soldiers on horseback was 200,000,000. I
heard their number. 17 This is how I saw
the horses in my vision and those who
rode on them: Their breastplates were
fiery red, dark blue and sulfurous yellow.
The heads of the horses resembled the
heads of lions, and out of their mouths
came fire, smoke, and sulfur. 18 A third
of the people were killed by these three
plagues: the fire, smoke, and sulfur that
cameout of theirmouths. 19 For the power
of the horses was in their mouths and in
their tails—for their tails were like snakes,
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and they had heads with which they in-
flicted wounds on people. 20 The rest
of mankind, those who were not killed
by these plagues, did not repent of the
deeds they had done, nor did they stop
worshiping demons and idols of gold, sil-
ver, bronze, stone, and wood—things that
cannot see, hear, or walk. 21 Neither did
they repent of their murders, their sor-
cery, their sexual immorality or their acts
of theft.

Chapter 10
1 Then I saw another mighty angel com-
ing down from heaven. He was robed in
a cloud, and there was a rainbow above
his head. His face was like the sun and his
feet were like pillars of fire. 2 He held a lit-
tle scroll in his hand that was open, and
he put his right foot on the sea and his
left foot on the land. 3 Then he shouted
in a loud voice like a roaring lion. When
he shouted, the seven thunders spoke out
with their sounds. 4 When the seven thun-
ders spoke out, I was about to write, but I
heard a voice from heaven saying, “Keep
secret what the seven thunders said. Do
not write it down.” 5 Then the angel I saw
standing on the sea and the earth, raised
his right hand to heaven. 6 He swore by
the one who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and all that is in it, the
earth and all that is on it, and the sea and
all that is in it, and the angel said, ”There
will be no more delay. 7 But on the day
when the seventh angel is about to sound
his trumpet, then the mystery of God will
be accomplished, just as he proclaimed to
his servants the prophets.” 8 The voice
I heard from heaven spoke to me again:
“Go, take the open scroll that is in the hand
of the angel standing on the sea and on the
land.” 9 Then I went to the angel and told
him to give me the little scroll. He said to

me, “Take the scroll and eat it. It willmake
your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it
will be as sweet as honey.” 10 I took the lit-
tle scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it.
It was as sweet as honey inmymouth, but
after I ate it, my stomach became bitter.
11 Then someone said to me, “You must
prophesy again about many peoples, na-
tions, languages, and kings.”

Chapter 11
1 A reed was given to me to use like a
measuring rod. I was told, ”Get up and
measure the temple of God and the altar,
and those who worship in it. 2 But do not
measure the courtyard outside the tem-
ple, for it has been given over to the Gen-
tiles. They will trample the holy city for
forty-two months. 3 I will give my two
witnesses authority to prophesy for 1,260
days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 These wit-
nesses are the two olive trees and the two
lampstands that have stood before the
Lord of the earth. 5 If anyone chooses to
harm them, fire comes out of their mouth
and devours their enemies. Anyone who
wishes to harm themmust be killed in this
way. 6 These witnesses have authority
to close up the sky so that no rain will fall
during the time that they prophesy. They
have power to turn the waters to blood
and to strike the earth with every kind
of plague whenever they wish. 7 When
they will have finished their testimony,
the beast that comes up from the bottom-
less pit will wage war against them. He
will conquer them and kill them. 8 Their
bodies will lie in the street of the great city
(which is symbolically called Sodom and
Egypt) where their Lord was crucified. 9

For three and a half days some from every
people, tribe, language, and nation will
look at their bodies. They will not permit
them to be placed in a tomb. 10 Thosewho
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live on the earth will rejoice over them
and celebrate. They will even send gifts to
one another because these two prophets
tormented those who lived on the earth.
11 But after three and a half days a breath
of life from God will enter them, and they
will stand on their feet. Great fear will fall
on those who see them. 12 Then they will
hear a loudvoice fromheaven say to them,
“Come up here!” Then they will go up into
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies
look on. 13 At that hour there will be a
major earthquake, and a tenth part of the
city will collapse. Seven thousand people
will be killed in the earthquake, and the
survivors will be terrified and give glory
to the God of heaven.
14 The second woe is past. Look! The third
woe is coming quickly.
15 Then the seventh angel sounded his
trumpet, and loud voices spoke in heaven
and said,

”The kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.

He will reign forever and ever.”
16 Then the twenty-four elders who were
sitting on their thrones in the presence of
God prostrated themselves on their faces.
They worshiped God. 17 They said,

”We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, the one who is and who was,

because you have taken your great
power and have begun to reign. a

18 The nations were enraged,

but your wrath has come.

The time has come for the dead to be
judged

and for you to reward your servants the
prophets,

those who are believers, and those
who feared your name,

both the unimportant and the mighty.

And the timehas come for you to destroy
those who are destroying the earth.”
19 Then God’s temple in heaven was
opened and the ark of his covenant was
seen within his temple. There were
flashes of lightning, rumblings, crashes of
thunder, an earthquake, and a great hail-
storm.

11:17 aSome copies read but most modern
versions do not.

Chapter 12
1 A great sign was seen in heaven: a
woman clothed with the sun, and with
the moon under her feet, and a crown
of twelve stars was on her head. 2 She
was pregnant, and she was crying out in
birth pains, in the anguish of childbirth.
3 Then another sign was seen in heaven:
Look! There was a huge red dragon that
had seven heads and ten horns, and there
were seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail
swept away a third of the stars in heaven
and hurled them down to the earth. The
dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she gave
birth, he would devour her child. 5 She
gave birth to a son, a male child, who
would rule all the nationswith an iron rod.
Her child was snatched away to God and
to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into
the wilderness, where God had prepared
a place for her, so she could be taken care
of for 1,260 days.
7 Now there was war in heaven. Michael
and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon andhis angels fought back.
8 But the dragon was not strong enough to
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win. So there was no longer any place in
heaven for him and his angels. 9 The great
dragon—that old serpent called the devil
or Satan, who deceives the whole world—
was thrown down to the earth, and his an-
gelswere throwndownwith him. 10 Then
I heard a loud voice in heaven:

”Now have come the salvation, the
power,

the kingdom of our God,

and the authority of his Christ.

For the accuser of our brothers has been
thrown down,

the one who accused them before our
God day and night.

11 They conquered him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testi-
mony,

for they did not love their lives even to
death.

12 Therefore, rejoice, you heavens,

and all who reside in them.

But woe to the earth and to the sea

because the devil has gone down to
you.

He is filled with terrible anger,

because he knows he only has a little
time.
13 When the dragon realized he had been
thrown down to the earth, he pursued the
woman who had given birth to the male
child. 14 But thewomanwas given the two
wings of a great eagle, so that she would
flee to the place prepared for her in the
wilderness. This was the place where she
would be taken care of, for a time, times,
and half a time—out of the serpent’s pres-
ence. 15 The serpent poured water out
of his mouth like a river, that he would
make a flood to sweep her away. 16 But
the earth helped the woman. The earth

opened itsmouth and swallowed the river
that the dragon was pouring out of his
mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged
at the woman and went off to wage war
with the rest of her descendants, those
who obey God’s commandments and hold
to the testimony about Jesus. 18 Then the
dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.

Chapter 13
1 Then I saw a beast coming up out of the
sea. It had ten horns and seven heads. On
its horns were ten crowns, and on each
of its heads was a blasphemous name. 2

This beast I sawwas like a leopard. Its feet
were like a bear’s feet, and its mouth was
like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave his
power to it, and his throne, and his great
authority to rule. 3 One of the beast’s
heads appeared to have been killed, but
its fatalwoundwas healed. And thewhole
earthmarveled as they followed the beast.
4 They also worshiped the dragon, for he
had given his authority to the beast. They
worshiped the beast, too, and kept saying,
“Who is like the beast?” and “Who can
fight against it?” 5 The beast was given
a mouth that could speak proud words
and blasphemies. It was permitted to ex-
ercise authority for forty-two months. 6

So the beast opened its mouth to speak
blasphemies against God: blaspheming
his name, the place where he lives, and
those who live in heaven. 7 The beast
was permitted to wage war with the be-
lievers and to conquer them. Also, author-
ity was given to it over every tribe, people,
language, and nation. 8 All who live on
the earth will worship it, everyone whose
name was not written, since the creation
of theworld, in The Book of Life, which be-
longs to the Lamb, who had been slaugh-
tered. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him lis-
ten.
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10 If anyone is to be taken into captivity,

into captivity he will go.

If anyone is to be killed with a sword,

with a sword he will be killed.

Here is a call for patient endurance and
faith for those who are holy.
11 Then I saw another beast coming up out
of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb,
and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercised
all the authority of the first beast in its
presence, and it made the earth and those
who live on it worship the first beast—the
one whose lethal wound had been healed.
13 It performed mighty miracles. It even
made fire come down on the earth from
heaven in front of people. 14 By the signs it
was permitted to do, it deceived thosewho
lived on the earth. It told them to make
an image in honor of the beast that had
the sword wound but lived. 15 It was per-
mitted to give breath to the beast’s image
so that the image would even speak and
cause all who refused toworship the beast
to be killed. 16 It also forced everyone,
unimportant and mighty, rich and poor,
free and slave, to receive a mark on the
right hand or on the forehead. 17 It was im-
possible for anyone to buy or sell unless
he had the mark of the beast, that is, the
number representing its name. 18 This
calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight,
let him calculate the number of the beast.
For it is the number of a human being. Its
number is 666.

Chapter 14
1 I looked and saw the Lamb standing on
Mount Zion. With him were 144,000 who
had his name and his Father’s name writ-
ten on their foreheads. 2 I heard a voice
from heaven sounding like a roar ofmany
waters and loud thunder. The sound I

heard was also like harpists playing their
harps. 3 They sang a new song before
the throne and before the four living crea-
tures and the elders. No one could learn
the song except for the 144,000 who had
been bought from the earth. 4 These are
the ones that have not defiled themselves
with women, for they have kept them-
selves sexually pure. It is these who fol-
low the Lamb wherever he goes. These
were bought out of mankind as firstfruits
for God and for the Lamb. 5 No lie was
found in their mouth; they are blameless.
a

6 I sawanother angel flying inmidair, who
had the eternal message of good news to
proclaim to those who live on the earth—
to every nation, tribe, language, and peo-
ple. 7He called outwith a loudvoice, “Fear
God and give him glory. For the hour of
his judgment has come. Worship him, the
one who made the heaven, the earth, the
sea, and the springs of water.”
8 Another angel—a second angel—
followed saying, “Fallen, fallen is Baby-
lon the great, who persuaded all the na-
tions to drink the wine of her immoral
passion.”
9 Another angel—a third angel— followed
them, saying with a loud voice, ”If any-
oneworships the beast and his image, and
receives a mark on his forehead or on
his hand, 10 he will also drink some of
the wine of God’s wrath, the wine that
has been poured undiluted into the cup of
his anger. The person who drinks it will
be tormented with fire and sulfur before
God’s holy angels and before the Lamb. 11

The smoke from their torment goes up for-
ever and ever, and they have no rest day
or night—these worshipers of the beast
andhis image, and everyonewho receives
the mark of his name. 12 Here is a call for
the patient endurance of those who are
holy, those who obey the commandments
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of God and faith in Jesus.”
13 I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write
this: Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they
may rest from their labors, for their deeds
will follow them.”
14 I looked, and there was a white cloud.
Seated on the cloud was one like a son of
man. He had a golden crown on his head
and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then
another angel came out of the temple and
called with a loud voice to the one sitting
on the cloud: “Take your sickle and start
to reap. For the time to reap has come,
since the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16

Then the one whowas sitting on the cloud
swung his sickle over the earth, and the
earth was harvested.
17 Another angel came out from the tem-
ple in heaven; he also had a sharp sickle.
18 Still another angel came out from the
incense altar, who had authority over the
fire. He called out with a loud voice to
the one who had the sharp sickle, “Take
your sharp sickle and gather in the clus-
ters of grapes from the vines of the earth,
for their grapes are now ripe.” 19 The an-
gel swung his sickle to the earth and gath-
ered the grape harvest of the earth. He
threw it into the great wine vat of God’s
wrath. 20 The winepress was stomped out-
side the city, and blood poured out from
it up to the height of a horse’s bridle, for
1,600 stadia.

14:5 aSome older copies add, before the
throne of God

Chapter 15
1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great
and marvelous: There were seven angels

with seven plagues, which are the final
plagues, for with them the wrath of God
will be completed.
2 I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass
mixed with fire. Standing beside the sea
were those who had been victorious over
the beast andhis image, and over the num-
ber representing his name. They were
holding harps given to them by God. 3

They were singing the song of Moses, the
servant of God, the song of the Lamb:

”Great and marvelous are your deeds,

Lord God, the Almighty.

Just and true are your ways,

King of the nations.
4 Who will not fear you, Lord,

and glorify your name?

For you alone are holy.

All nations will come

and worship before you

because your righteous deeds have been
revealed.”
5 After these things I looked, and the
temple having the tent of witness was
open in heaven. 6 Out of the most holy
place came the seven angels holding the
seven plagues. They were clothed with
pure, bright linen and had golden sashes
around their chests. 7 One of the four
living creatures gave to the seven angels
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of
God, who lives forever and ever. 8 The
temple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from his power. No one
could enter it until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were completed.

Chapter 16
1 I heard a loud voice call out of the temple
and say to the seven angels, “Go and pour
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out on the earth the seven bowls of God’s
wrath.”
2 The first angel went and poured out his
bowl on the earth; ugly and painful sores
came on the people who had the mark
of the beast, those who worshiped his im-
age.
3 The second angel poured out his bowl
into the sea. It became blood, like the
blood of a dead person, and every living
thing in the sea died.
4 The third angel poured out his bowl into
the rivers and the springs of water, and
they became blood. 5 I heard the angel of
the waters say,

”You are righteous—the one who is and
who was, the Holy One—

because you have judged these things.
a

6 Because they poured out the blood of
the believers and prophets,

you have given them blood to drink;

it is what they deserve.”
7 I heard the altar reply,

”Yes, Lord God Almighty,

your judgments are true and righ-
teous.”
8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on
the sun, and it was given permission to
scorch the people with fire. 9 They were
scorched by the terrible heat, and they
blasphemed the name of God, who has the
power over these plagues. They did not re-
pent or give him glory.
10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl
on the throne of the beast, and darkness
covered its kingdom. They chewed on
their tongues because of the pain. 11 They
blasphemed the God of heaven because of
their pain and sores, and they still refused
to repent of what they had done.

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl into
the great river, the Euphrates. Its water
was dried up in order to prepare the way
for the kings that would come from the
east. 13 I saw three unclean spirits that
looked like frogs coming out of themouths
of the dragon, of the beast, and of the false
prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons
performing miraculous signs. They were
going out to the kings of the whole world
in order to gather them together for the
battle on the great day of God Almighty.
15 (“Look! I am coming as a thief! Blessed
is the one who keeps watching, keeping
his garments on so that he will not go out
naked and they see his shameful condi-
tion.”) 16 They brought them together at
the place that is called Armageddon in He-
brew.
17 Then the seventh angel poured out his
bowl into the air. Then a loud voice came
out of the temple and from the throne, say-
ing, “It is done!” 18 There were flashes
of lightning, rumbles, crashes of thun-
der, and a terrible earthquake—an earth-
quake greater than any that has ever hap-
pened since human beings have been on
the earth, so great was this earthquake. 19
The great city was split into three parts,
and the nations’ cities collapsed. Then
God called to mind Babylon the great, and
he gave that city the cup filled with the
wine made from his furious wrath. 20

Every island disappeared, and the moun-
tains were no longer found. 21 Great
hailstones, weighing about a talent, came
down from the sky upon the people. They
cursed God for the plague of hail because
that plague was so terrible.

16:5 aSome older copies read, You are righ-
teous, Lord—the one who is and who was
and who is to be, because you have judged
these things.
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Chapter 17
1 One of the seven angels who had been
holding the seven bowls came and said to
me, ”Come, I will show you the condemna-
tion of the great prostitute who is seated
on many waters. 2 It is with her that the
kings of the earth committed sexual im-
morality. It is with the wine of her sexual
immorality that the earth’s inhabitants be-
came drunk.” 3 Then the angel carried
me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and
I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast
that was full of blasphemous names. The
beast had seven heads and ten horns. 4

The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet and was adorned with gold, pre-
cious stones, and pearls. She was hold-
ing in her hand a golden cup full of de-
testable things and the impurities of her
sexual immorality. 5 On her forehead was
written a name having a secret meaning:
“Babylon the great, the mother of prosti-
tutes and of the detestable things of the
earth.” 6 I saw that thewomanwas drunk
with the blood of the believers and with
the blood of the martyrs for Jesus. When
I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 But
the angel said to me, ”Why are you aston-
ished? Iwill explain to you themeaning of
the woman and of the beast that is carry-
ing her, the beast that has the seven heads
and the ten horns. 8 The beast you saw ex-
isted, does not exist now, but is about to
come up from the bottomless pit. Then it
will go on to destruction. Those who live
on the earth, those whose names have not
been written in The Book of Life since the
foundation of the world—they will be as-
tounded when they see the beast that ex-
isted, does not exist now, but is about to
come. 9 This calls for a mind that has wis-
dom. The seven heads are seven hills on
which the woman is seated. 10 They are
also seven kings. Five kings have fallen,
one exists, and the other has not yet come;

when he comes, he can remain only for a
little while. 11 The beast that existed, but
does not exist now, is itself also an eighth
king; but it is one of those seven kings, and
it is going to destruction. 12 The ten horns
that you saw are ten kings who have not
yet received a kingdom, but they will re-
ceive authority as kings for one hour to-
gether with the beast. 13 These are of one
mind, and they give over their power and
authority to the beast. 14 They will wage
war against the Lamb. But the Lamb will
conquer them because he is Lord of lords
and King of kings—and with him are the
called ones, the chosen ones, and the faith-
ful ones.” 15 The angel said to me, ”The
waters you saw, where the prostitute is
seated, are peoples, multitudes, nations,
and languages. 16 The ten horns that
you saw—they and the beast will hate the
prostitute. They will make her desolate
and naked, theywill devour her flesh, and
they will burn her completely with fire.
17 For God has put it into their hearts to
carry out his purpose by agreeing to give
their power to rule to the beast until God’s
words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you
saw is the great city that rules over the
kings of the earth.”

Chapter 18
1 After these things I saw another angel
coming down out of heaven. He had great
authority, and the earth was illumined by
his glory. 2 He cried out with a mighty
voice, saying,

”Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!

She has become a dwelling place for
demons,

a refuge for every unclean spirit,

and a refuge for every unclean and
detestable bird.
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3 For all the nations have drunk thewine
of her immoral passion.

The kings of the earth have committed
immorality with her.

The merchants of the earth have be-
come rich from the power of her sensual
way of living.”

4 Then I heard another voice from
heaven say,

”Come out from her, my people,

so that you will not share in her
sins,

and so that you will not receive any
of her plagues.

5 Her sins have piled up as high as
heaven,

and God has remembered her evil
actions.

6 Pay her back as she has paid others
back,

and repay her double for what she
has done;

in the cup she mixed, mix double the
amount for her.

7 As she glorified herself and lived in
luxury,

give her just as much torture and
grief.

For she says in her heart,

’I am seated as a queen;

I am not a widow,

and I will never see mourning.’
8 Therefore in one day her plagues will

come:

death, mourning, and famine.

She will be consumed by fire,

for the Lord God is mighty, and he is
her judge.”

9 The kings of the earth who committed
sexual immorality and went out of con-
trol with her will weep and wail over her
when they see the smoke of her burning.
10 They will stand off at a distance, afraid
of her torment, saying,

”Woe, woe to the great city,

Babylon, the powerful city!

For in a single hour your punishment
has come.”
11 The merchants of the earth weep and
mourn for her, since no one buys her
merchandise anymore— 12 merchandise
of gold, silver, precious stone, pearls, fine
linen, purple, silk, scarlet, all kinds of
scented wood, every vessel of ivory, ev-
ery vessel made of most precious wood,
bronze, iron, marble, 13 cinnamon, spice,
incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil,
fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses
and chariots, and slaves and human souls.
14 The fruit that you longed for with all
your might is gone from you. All your lux-
ury and splendor have vanished, never to
be found again. 15 Themerchants of these
goods who became rich by her will stand
away fromher at a distance because of the
fear of her torment, weeping and mourn-
ing loudly.
16 They will say,

”Woe, woe to the great city

that was dressed in fine linen,

in purple, and in scarlet,

and was adorned with gold,

precious jewels, and pearls!
17 In a single hour all that wealth has

been wasted.”

Every ship’s captain, every seafaringman,
sailors, and all whose living is made from
the sea, stood off at a distance.
18 They cried out as they saw the smoke
of her burning. They said, “What city is
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like the great city?” 19 They threw dust on
their heads, and cried out, weeping and
mourning,

”Woe, woe to the great city

where all who had their ships

at sea became rich from her wealth.

For in a single hour she has been de-
stroyed.”

20 ”Rejoice over her, heaven,

you believers, apostles, and prophets,

for God has brought your judgment on
her!”
21 A mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone and threw it into the sea,
saying,

”In this way, Babylon, the great city,

will be thrown down with violence

and will not be seen anymore.
22 The sound made by harpists, musi-

cians,

flute players, and trumpeters

will not be heard anymore in you.

No craftsman of any kind

will be found in you.

No sound of a mill

will be heard anymore in you.
23 The light of a lamp

will not shine in you anymore.

The voices of the bridegroom and the
bride

will not be heard in you anymore,

for your merchants were the princes of
the earth,

and the nations were deceived by
your sorcery.

24 In her the blood of prophets and be-
lievers was found,

and the blood of all who have been
killed on the earth.”

Chapter 19
1 After these things I heard what sounded
like a loud voice of a large number of peo-
ple in heaven saying,

”Hallelujah.

Salvation, glory, and power belong to
our God.

2 His judgments are true and just,

for he has judged the great prostitute

who corrupted the earth with her
sexual immorality.

He has taken revenge for the blood of
his servants,

which she herself shed.”
3 They spoke a second time:

”Hallelujah!

The smoke rises from her forever and
ever.”
4 The twenty-four elders and the four liv-
ing creatures prostrated themselves and
worshiped God who was seated on the
throne. They were saying,

“Amen. Hallelujah!”
5 Then a voice came out from the throne,
saying,

”Praise our God,

all you his servants,

you who fear him,

both the unimportant and the power-
ful.”
6 Then I heardwhat sounded like the voice
of a great number of people, like the roar
of many waters, and like loud crashes of
thunder, saying,
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”Hallelujah!

For the Lord reigns, the God who rules
over all.

7 Let us rejoice and be very happy

and give him the glory

because the wedding celebration of the
Lamb has come,

and his bride has made herself ready.
8 She was permitted to be dressed

in bright and clean fine linen”

(for fine linen is the righteous acts of
holy people).
9 The angel said tome, “Write this: Blessed
are those who are invited to the wedding
feast of the Lamb.” He also said to me,
“These are true words of God.” 10 I pros-
trated myself before his feet to worship
him, but he said to me, “Do not do this!
I am a fellow servant with you and your
brothers who hold the testimony about Je-
sus. Worship God, for the testimony about
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
11 Then I saw heaven open, and I looked
and there was a white horse. The one
riding it is called faithful and true. It
is with justice that he judges and wages
war. 12 His eyes are like a fiery flame,
and on his head are many crowns. He
has a name written on him that no one
knows but he himself. 13 He wears a robe
that was dipped in blood, and his name is
called the Word of God. 14 The armies
of heaven were following him on white
horses, dressed in fine linen, white and
clean. 15 Out of his mouth goes a sharp
sword with which he strikes down the na-
tions, and he will rule them with an iron
rod. He tramples in the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 He
has a namewritten on his robe and on his
thigh: “King of kings and Lord of lords.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the sun. He
called out in a loud voice to all the birds
flying overhead, ”Come, gather together
for the great feast of God. 18 Come eat
the flesh of kings, the flesh of comman-
ders, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of
horses and their riders, and the flesh of all
men, both free and slave, the unimportant
and the powerful.”
19 I saw the beast and the kings of the earth
with their armies. They were gathering
in order to wage war with the one who
rode the horse and with his army. 20 The
beast was captured andwith him the false
prophet who performed the signs in his
presence. With these signs he deceived
those who had received the mark of the
beast and who worshiped his image. The
two of them were thrown alive into the
fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest of
them were killed by the sword that came
out of the mouth of the one who rode on
the horse. All the birds ate their dead
flesh.

Chapter 20
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from
heaven. He had the key to the bottom-
less pit, and he had a great chain in his
hand. 2 He took hold of the dragon, the
old serpent, which is the devil, or Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years. 3

He threw him into the bottomless pit, he
shut it and sealed it over him. This was so
that he would not deceive the nations any-
more until the thousand years were over.
After that, he must be set free for a short
amount of time.
4 Then I saw thrones. Seated on them
were those who had been given author-
ity to judge. I also saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded for the testimony
about Jesus and for the word of God. They
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had not worshiped the beast or his image,
and they had refused to receive the mark
on their forehead or hand. They came
to life, and they reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did
not come to life until the thousand years
were ended. This is the first resurrection.
6 Blessed and holy is anyone who takes
part in the first resurrection! Over these
the second death has no power. They will
be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with him for a thousand years.

7 When the thousand years come to an
end, Satan will be released from his
prison. 8 He will go out to deceive the
nations at the four corners of the earth—
Gog and Magog—to bring them together
for the battle. They will be as many as
the sand of the sea. 9 They went up
over the broad plain of the earth and sur-
rounded the camp of the believers, the
beloved city. But fire came down from
heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil,
who deceived them, was thrown into the
lake of burning sulfur, where the beast
and the false prophet had been thrown.
They will be tormented day and night for-
ever and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and
the one who is seated on it. The earth
and the heaven fled away from his pres-
ence, but there was no place for them to
go. 12 I saw the dead—the mighty and the
unimportant—standing before the throne,
and the bookswere opened. Then another
book was opened—The Book of Life. The
dead were judged by what was recorded
in the books, according to their deeds. 13

The sea gave up the dead who were in it.
Death and Hades gave up the dead who
were in them, and the dead were judged
according towhat they had done. 14 Death
and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death—the lake of
fire. 15 If anyone’s name was not found

written in TheBook of Life, hewas thrown
into the lake of fire.

Chapter 21
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. 2 I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, that came down out of heaven
from God, prepared like a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 I heard a great
voice from the throne saying, ”Look! The
dwelling place of God is with human be-
ings, and he will live with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and he will be their God. 4

He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and there will be no more death, or
grieving, or crying, or pain. The former
things have passed away. 5 The one who
was seated on the throne said, “Look! I
make all things new.” He said, “Write this
down because these words are trustwor-
thy and true.” 6 He said to me, ”These
things are done! I am the alpha and the
omega, the beginning and the end. To
the one who thirsts I will give drink with-
out cost from the spring of the water of
life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit
these things, and I will be his God, and he
will be my son. 8 But as for the cowards,
the faithless, the detestable, the murder-
ers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idol-
aters, and all liars, their place will be in
the fiery lake of burning sulfur. That is the
second death.”
9 One of the seven angels came to me, the
one who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues, and he said, “Come
here. I will show you the bride, the wife
of the Lamb.” 10 Then he carried me away
in the Spirit to a great and high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
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coming down out of heaven from God. 11

Jerusalem had the glory of God, and its
brilliance was like a very precious jewel,
like a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It had
a great, high wall with twelve gates, with
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates
were written the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel. 13 On the
east were three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on
the west three gates. 14 The wall of the
city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the twelve names of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb. 15 The one who spoke
with me had a measuring rod made of
gold to measure the city, its gates, and its
wall. 16 The city was laid out in a square;
its length was the same as its width. He
measured the city with the measuring
rod, twelve thousand stadia in length (its
length, width, and height were the same).
17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits
thick by human measurement (which is
also the angel’s measure). 18 The wall
was built of jasper and the city of pure
gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations
of the wall were adorned with every kind
of precious stone. The first was jasper,
the second was sapphire, the third was
agate, the fourth was emerald, 20 the fifth
was onyx, the sixth was carnelian, the sev-
enth was chrysolite, the eighth was beryl,
the ninth was topaz, the tenth was chryso-
prase, the eleventh was jacinth, and the
twelfthwas amethyst. 21 The twelve gates
were twelve pearls; each of the gates was
made from a single pearl. The streets of
the city were pure gold, like transparent
glass. 22 I saw no temple in the city, for
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple. 23 The city had no need of the
sun or the moon in order to shine on it be-
cause the glory of God shone on it, and its
lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk
by the light of that city. The kings of the
earth will bring their splendor into it. a 25

Its gates will not be shut during the day,
and there will be no night there. 26 They
will bring the splendor and the honor of
the nations into it, 27 and nothing unclean
will ever enter into it. Neither will anyone
who commits anything shameful or deceit-
ful enter, but only those whose names are
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

21:24 aSomeolder copies read, The nations
that are saved will walk by the light of that
city.

Chapter 22
1 Then the angel showed me the river of
the water of life, clear as crystal. It was
flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb 2 through the middle of the city’s
street. On each side of the river was the
tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruits,
and it bears its fruit every month. The
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 There will no longer be any
curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city, and his servants will
serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads. 5 There
will be no more night; they will have no
need for the light of a lamp or sunlight
because the Lord God will shine on them.
They will reign forever and ever.

6 The angel said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God
of the spirits of the prophets, sent his an-
gel to show his servants what must hap-
pen soon.” 7 “Look! I am coming soon!
Blessed is the one who obeys the words of
the prophecy of this book.”
8 I, John, am the one who heard and
saw these things. When I heard and saw
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them, I prostrated myself before the feet
of the angel toworship him, the angelwho
showed me these things. 9 He said to me,
“Do not do that! I am a fellow servant
with you, with your brothers the prophets,
andwith thosewho obey thewords of this
book. Worship God!”

10 He said tome, ”Do not seal up thewords
of the prophecy of this book, for the time
is near. 11 The one who is unrighteous, let
him continue to do unrighteousness. The
onewho ismorally filthy, let him continue
to be morally filthy. The one who is righ-
teous, let him continue to do what is righ-
teous. The one who is holy, let him con-
tinue to be holy.” 12 ”Look! I am com-
ing soon. My reward is with me, to pay
back each one according to what he has
done. 13 I am the alpha and the omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and
the end. 14 Blessed are those who wash
their robes so that they will have the right
to eat from the tree of life and to enter the
city through the gates. a 15 Outside are the
dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral,
the murderers, the idolaters, and every-
one who loves and practices falsehood.
16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to
you about these things for the churches. I
am the root and the descendant of David,
the bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!”
Let the one who hears say, “Come!” Who-
ever is thirsty, let him come, and whoever
desires it, let him freely have the water of
life.
18 I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: If any-
one adds to them, God will add to him
the plagues that are written about in this
book. 19 If anyone takes away from the
words of this book of prophecy, God will
take away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city that are written about in
this book. b

20 The one who testifies to these things
says, “Yes! I am coming soon.” Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!

21 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with
everyone. Amen.

22:14 aInstead of, Blessed are those who
wash their robes, some older copies read,
Blessed are those who do his command-
ments.

22:19 bSome older copies read, God will
take away his share in The Book of Life and
in the holy city that are written about in
this book.
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